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then closes his eyes" (Relief Society

Magazine, Oct. 1969, p. 725).

The sure sound of the trumpet

Now let us consider the sure sound
of the trumpet, the other side of the

issue, in the example of Joshua. When
it became necessary for his people to

make a firm commitment and take a

definite stand, he said to them in his

final speech, "And if it seem evil unto

you to serve the Lord, choose you this

day whom ye will serve; . . . but as for

me and my house, we will serve the

Lord" (Joshua 24:15).

Imagine the impact it would have
if every parent took the same attitude

and the same determination which
Joshua took! What a loud and clear

sound the message would have when
carried into the lives of the children.

In the building of eternal families,

we need more models, we need more
guiding lights, and certainly we need
fewer excuse-makers and fewer advo-

cates of darkness.

We become models and examples who
can teach others the path to follow lead-

ing to life eternal only when we live the

principles of the gospel.

In the great mission to which we
have been called, to be saviors of men,
may we follow the admonition of the

Lord:

"Verily I say unto you all: Arise

and shine forth, that thy light may be a

standard for the nations" (D&C 1 15:5).

We cannot fail in that trust be-

cause our Savior, Jesus Christ, has

shown us by example: "Behold I am the

light; I have set an example for you"
(3 Nephi 18:16).

We know the goal; we have the

example; now let us put forth the effort

and make the decision to follow in that

path.

"And now, my beloved brethren,

I know by this that unless a man shall

endure to the end, in following the ex-

ample of the Son of the living God, he

cannot be saved" (2 Nephi 31:16).

In the name of the Redeemer,
Jesus Christ, amen.

To be saviors of men

It is one thing to talk about the

gospel, but it is quite another to live it.

It is one thing to preach about Christ,

but it is another to follow in his foot-

steps.

When the gospel is incorporated in

the life of each one of us, it molds our

decisions and determines our actions.

President Benson

Elder Angel Abrea, a member of

the First Quorum of the Seventy, has

just addressed us.

We shall now be pleased to hear

from Elder Yoshihiko Kikuchi, also

a member of the First Quorum of the

Seventy.

Elder Yoshihiko Kikuchi

The trauma of death

My friend, Milton, has six chil-

dren. His lovely wife died in a traffic

accident and left him with their beauti-

ful children. One day his six-year-old

daughter came to his bedside in tears.

Milton thought she had had a fight with

her brothers. "No, no, Daddy," she

said, "I feel lonely. Where is Mom? I

want to see Mom." Father embraced
her and told her, "Your mom is with

Heavenly Father now. We will meet
Mom again."

The other day, his four-year-old

daughter came to her grandma and said,

"Will my mom ever come home?" Her
grandma embraced and kissed her, say-

ing, "She is with Heavenly Father."
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The mother of an eleven-year-old

boy became very seriously ill. His fa-

ther brought her to Salt Lake from Ari-

zona. A few days later, this young boy
wrote:

"We all feel now we will take bet-

ter care of Mama if she comes home
soon."

Later he wrote: "We are very

lonely without you. . . . We are very

busy around here. We received the tele-

gram and were very glad to know that

mama was out of danger. ... I think I

will close for it is getting bed time.

Sister Allen told us in Religion Class

that we should go to bed at eight

o'clock so we could have enough sleep.

Now it is nearly half past eight. Good
bye. Your loving Son. Spencer
Kimball" (quoted in Edward L.

Kimball and Andrew E. Kimball, Jr.,

Spencer W. Kimball [Salt Lake City:

Bookcraft, 1977], p. 45).

The very next day after he mailed

this letter his mother passed away. The
next day their bishop received a tele-

gram, and all of the Kimball children

were called out of school. They all ran

home, and the bishop told them, "Your
Ma is dead." President Kimball later

told of that incident:

"It came as a thunderbolt. I ran

from the house out in the backyard to be
alone in my deluge of tears. Out of sight

and sound, away from everybody, I

sobbed and sobbed. Each time I said the

word 'Ma' fresh floods of tears gushed
forth until I was drained dry. Ma

—

dead! But she couldn't be! Life

couldn't go on for us. . . . My eleven-

year-old heart seemed to burst"

(Spencer W. Kimball, p. 46).

Why adversity?

Why death? Why sickness? Why
tragedies? Why must I have suffering,

and disappointment? Why must I have
to face the "deep waters" of life? Why
must I go through "the rivers of

sorrow"? (See "How Firm a Founda-
tion," Hymns, no. 66.)

When I was five, my father passed

away, and we four children became fa-

therless, because of World War II. Our
lives drastically changed; we became
so poor. One day I clearly remember: I

was playing at the park, and every boy
was playing with his father, but I didn't

have one. I said to myself, "I wish I

could have my father."

We know little of the will of the

Lord, yet we judge the Lord often with

our small wisdom. I speak to those who
now walk the deep water of life or the

rivers of sorrow. I testify to you that the

Lord loves you, and Jesus Christ will

never forget you! The Lord has said,

"My son [or daughter], ... all these

things shall give thee experience, and
shall be for thy good" (D&C 122:7).

Elder Spencer W. Kimball said:

"Being human, we would expel from
our lives physical pain and mental an-

guish and assure ourselves of continual

ease and comfort, but if we were to

close the doors upon sorrow and dis-

tress, we might be excluding our great-

est friends and benefactors. Suffering

can make saints of people as they learn

patience, long-suffering, and self-

mastery" (Faith Precedes the Miracle

[Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co.,

1972], p. 98).

I repeat: "Suffering can make
saints of people as they learn patience,

long-suffering, and self-mastery," as

long as we live righteously.

Let's all learn from my friend

Mick. One day he was swimming at a

party given by the company for which
he was working that summer in Ne-
braska. He dove into the water and hit

a shallow spot very hard. A broken

neck was his diagnosis, and his whole
body was immediately paralyzed. He
even lost the capacity to breathe. The
doctor said, "He may not make it

through the night."

He had earned a B.A. degree in

political science after serving a mission

in Japan. At the time of this tragic acci-

dent he had just one year left in law

school at BYU. He was married and
had two children. This tragic accident

changed his whole life, as if from day
to night. He wasn't sure whether he

would make it until the next day. It was
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inconceivable, the emotional and
physical pain mat he must go through as

a quadraplegic.

Even though he was in this condi-

tion in the University of Utah Medical

Center, he was determined to graduate

from law school. It was an almost im-
possible task, but good friends, true

Samaritans, brought him notes and
taped lectures from Provo. Oh, God
bless these true Christians. He turned

pages by a mouthstick, and if his book
flipped shut, he waited for a long time

until someone came to help him.

Finally, he graduated from law
school, passed the Utah bar exam, and
became a licensed attorney. While he
was studying, exercising, and main-

taining doctor's contact to gain

strength, his wife took his two sons and
divorced him. This was the most
"sorrowful and very heavy" period of

his life. (Matthew 26:37.) But he never

complained and even blessed the leav-

ing loved ones. In his heart he prayed,

"Thy will be done, O Lord!" (Matthew
26:42). It was his own Garden of Geth-

semane, and he took his own cup and
drank it as his blessing.

In the hymn "How Firm a
Foundation" we sing these words:

When through the deep waters I

call thee to go,

The rivers of sorrow shall not thee

o'erflow,

For I will be with thee, thy

troubles to bless,

And sanctify to thee thy deepest

distress.

(Hymns, no. 66.)

My friend Mick met a most beau-

tiful lady, Cheryl. They married and
now the greatest joy has come to their

lives. His wife is expecting a baby. It

is a miracle. The Lord said, "I will be
with thee, thy troubles to bless." Last

Friday, they were sealed in the temple

for time and for all eternity. It was my
privilege to perform the ceremony for

this beautiful couple.

His stake president, President

Banks, described him as "a most

humble person with strong faith," and

his secretary said of him, "Time has

always been important to him. A span

of a few brief seconds means the differ-

ence. He has no wasted time. He has

accomplished more than ever."

The power to love

The Lord said, "The power is in

us." (See D&C 58:28.) You and I have
that power, the greatest power, the

power of love. We can feel the Lord's

love if we but listen. Our kindly Heav-
enly Father gave us

—

The power
The power
The power
The power
The power
The power
The power
The power
The power
The power
The power
The power
The power
The power
(Yoshihiko

1978.)

to love!

to think!

to have faith!

to pray!

to create!

to see!

to feel!

to touch!

to speak!

to care!

to have concern!

to share!

to give!

to thank!

Kikuchi, "Blessings,'

Especially the power to love!

Love is the greatest gift of God.
Brothers and sisters, if you and I have
this power, the power of love, we can
walk with His Spirit, even through the

"troubled waters."

Count your blessings

Let us count our blessings:

When upon life's billows you are

tempest-tossed,

When you are discouraged,

thinking all is lost,

Count your many blessings; name
them one by one,

And it will surprise you what the

Lord has done.

Count your blessings;

Name them one by one.
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Count your blessings;

See what God hath done.

Count your blessings;

Name them one by one.

Count you many blessings;

See what God hath done.

Are you ever burdened with a load

of care?

Does the cross seem heavy you are

called to bear?

Count your many blessings; every

doubt will fly,

And you will be singing as the

days go by.

So amid the conflict, whether great

or small,

Do not be discouraged; God is

over all.

Count your many blessings; angels

will attend,

Help and comfort give you to your

journey's end.

("When Upon Life's Billows,"

Hymns, no. 202.)

Let us not judge the Lord's great

wisdom with our small minds.

The Savior is extending his loving

hands

Are you unloved? Are you un-

happy? Are you handicapped? Di-

vorced? Are you paralyzed like my
friend? Are you angry? Do you hate

someone? Do you have bitterness to-

ward someone? Are you a single

mother because your husband just took
off? Are you lonely because your hus-

band passed away? The Savior said:

"Come unto me, all ye that labour

and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest.

"Take my yoke upon you, and
learn of me; for I am meek and lowly

in heart; and ye shall find rest unto your
souls.

"For my yoke is easy, and my bur-

den is light" (Matthew 11:28-30.)

I bear you my testimony that Jesus

is the Christ, the Son of the Living God.
He himself testified of his great, sacred

mission when he appeared to the

Nephites: "Arise and come forth unto

me, that ye may thrust your hands into

my side, and also that ye may feel the

prints of the nails in my hands and in

my feet, that ye may know that I am the

God of Israel , and the God of the whole
earth, and have been slain for the sins

of the world" (3 Nephi 11:14).

I know that he lives; I know that he

loves us; and I bear you my witness in

the name of the Lord Jesus Christ,

amen.

President Benson

Elder Yoshihiko Kikuchi, a mem-
ber of the First Quorum of the Seventy

,

has just addressed us.

The Choir and congregation will

now join in singing "Redeemer of Is-

rael," following which Elder John K.
Carmack, who was sustained yesterday

as a new member of the First Quorum
of the Seventy, will represent his asso-

ciates in addressing us.

The Choir and congreation sang

"Redeemer of Israel."

Elder John K. Carmack

Expressions of love, gratitude, and
support

What makes it possible for me to

stand here, I think, is that you are all

great friends.

In the Lord's special revelation on
government in the Church, he says that

the First Presidency is upheld by the

confidence, faith, and prayer of the

Church. (See D&C 107:22.) On behalf

of these six who have just been called,


