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Elder Jeffrey R. Holland

Expressions of gratitude

I join with Elder Hansen and all of

my Brethren newly called to the quorums
of the Seventy in expressing gratitude to

the Lord for the privilege of this holy call-

ing and opportunity to serve. There is no
sufficient way to express either the sense

of responsibility or feelings of inadequacy

one has in being called to such a ministry.

In these many weeks of self-examination,

I have repeatedly felt, as Paul once wrote,

"pressed out of measure, [and stretched]

above strength" (2 Corinthians 1:8).

I also wish to express appreciation to

my family, who have loved me, prayed

for me, comforted and sustained me all of

my life — as only a family can. They
alone know how deeply I love them. I

alone know how much they will mean to

me forever.

This afternoon I wish to thank you,

the faithful members of the Church, for

your sustaining vote last April and again

this day. It is no small thing to "sustain"

another person. The word literally means
to "uphold" or, if you prefer, to "hold

up." When we sustain life, we nourish it,

we keep it going. When we sustain a

friend or a neighbor or a stranger in the

street, we give support, we share

strength, we provide help. We hold each

other up under the weight of present cir-

cumstance. We bear one another's bur-

dens under the heavy personal pressures

of life.

Jesus provides sustenance

As with all else in our experience,

the Lord Jesus Christ is our exemplar and
ideal in this very important matter of pro-

viding sustenance. His is the ultimate arm
of strength and his the endurance which
endures all things. At no time did he dem-
onstrate that unfailing devotion more
clearly than during the final moments of

his earthly life, hours when he might well

have wished that others could have been

sustaining him.
As the sacred supper of that ultimate

Passover was being prepared, Jesus was

under the strain of deep and profound
emotion. Only he knew what lay immedi-
ately ahead, but perhaps even he did not

fully anticipate the depth of pain to which
he must go before it could be said, "The
Son of Man hath descended below them
all" (D&C 122:8).

In the midst of this meal and such
thoughts, Christ quietly arose, girded

himself as a slave or servant would, and
knelt to wash the Apostles' feet (see John
13:3-17). This small circle of believers

in this scarcely founded kingdom were
about to pass through their severest trial,

so he would set aside his own increasing

anguish in order that he might yet once
more serve and strengthen them. It does

not matter that no one washed his feet. In

transcendent humility he would continue

to teach and to cleanse them. He would to

the final hour— and beyond — be their

sustaining servant. As John wrote, who
was there and watched the wonder of it

all, "Having loved his own which were in

the world, he loved them unto the end"
(John 13:1).

So it had been, and so it was to be —
through the night, and through the pain,

and forever. He would always be their

strength, and no anguish in his own soul

would ever keep him from that sustaining

role.

In the moonlit silence of that Near
Eastern night, every acute pain, every

heartfelt grief, every crushing wrong
and human hurt experienced by every

man, woman, and child in the human
family was to be heaped upon his weary
shoulders. But in such a moment, when
someone might have said it to him, he

rather says to us, "Let not your heart

be troubled, neither let it be afraid"

(John 14:27).

"Ye shall be sorrowful," he said —
sad, lonely, frightened, and sometimes
even persecuted, "but your sorrow shall

be turned into joy .... Be of good cheer;

I have overcome the world" (John 16:20,

33; italics added).

How can he speak that way? Of good
cheer and joy? On a night like this? With
the pain he knew was just ahead? But
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those are the blessings he always brought,

and that is how he always spoke — to the

very end.

Jesus endured and triumphed

We cannot know to what extent his

disciples fully understood the approach-

ing events, but we do know that Christ

faced his final moments alone. In one of

the truly candid comments he would
make to his brethren, he said, "My soul is

exceeding sorrowful, even unto death"

(Matthew 26:38). And he left them to do
what only he could do. The Light of the

World stepped away from human com-
pany and entered the garden grove to

wrestle with the prince of darkness alone.

Moving forward, kneeling, falling for-

ward on his face, he cried with an anguish

you and I will never know, "O my Father,

if it be possible, let this cup pass from
me" (Matthew 26:39). But he knew, for

our sakes, that it could not pass and that

he must drink that bitter cup to the dregs!

His disciples, understandably, were
weary and soon fell asleep. What of

Christ's sleep? What of his fatigue? What
rest or slumber will sustain him through

such an agonizing ordeal? That is simply

not his concern here, nor does it ever

seem to be. He will endure. He will

triumph. He will not falter nor fail us.

Even in crucifixion he would reign

with the benevolence and bearing of a

King. Of those who rend his flesh and

spill his blood he says, "Father, forgive

them; for they know not what they do"

(Luke 23:34). And to the penitent thief at

his side he gently promises paradise. To
his beloved mother he is unable to make
any caring gesture with his hands. So he

simply looks at her and says, "Woman,
behold thy son!" Then commending to

John her future care, he declares, "Behold
thy mother!" (John 19:26-27). He would
be concerned for others — but especially

for her— to the very end.

Because he must ultimately tread

this winepress of redemption unaided,

can he endure the darkest moment of

them all, the shock of the greatest pain?

This comes not with thorns and with

nails, but with the terror of feeling utterly

alone: "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? . . .

My God, my God, why hast thou for-

saken me?" (Mark 15:34). Can he bear all

of our sins and our fear and loneliness

too? He did and he does and he will.

We do not know how such great

sorrow can be borne, but it is no wonder
the sun hid its face in shame. No wonder
the veil of the temple was rent. No won-
der the very earth convulsed at the

plight of this perfect child. And at least

one Roman centurion who saw all of this

sensed something of what it had meant. In

awe, he uttered the declaration for all

eternity, "Truly this was the Son of God"
(Matthew 27:54).

Pure love of Christ never faileth

Life has its share of some fear and
some failure. Sometimes things fall short,

don't quite measure up. Sometimes in

both personal and public life, we are seem-
ingly left without strength to go on.

Sometimes people fail us, or economies
and circumstance fail us, and life with

its hardship and heartache can leave us

feeling very alone.

But when such difficult moments
come to us, I testify that there is one thing

which will never, ever fail us. One thing

alone will stand the test of all time, of all

tribulation, all trouble, and all transgres-

sion. One thing only never faileth — and
that is the pure love of Christ.

"I remember," Moroni cries to the

Savior of the world, "that thou hast said

that thou hast loved the world, even
unto the laying down of thy life for the

world. . . .

"Now I know," he writes, "that this

love which thou hast had for the children

of men is charity" (Ether 12:33-34).

Having watched a dispensation die

and an entire civilization destroy itself,

Moroni quotes his father for any who will

listen in some later ("latter") day, "If ye
have not charity, ye are nothing" (Moroni

7:46). Only the pure love of Christ will

see us through. It is Christ's love which
suffereth long, and is kind. It is Christ's

love which is not puffed up nor easily

provoked. Only his pure love enables

him — and us — to bear all things, believe
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all things, hope all things, and endure all

things (see Moroni 7:45).

Oh, love effulgent, love divine!

What debt of gratitude is mine,

That in his off ring I have part

And hold a place within his heart.

("God Loved Us, So He Sent His

Son," Hymns, no. 187.)

I testify that having loved us who are

in the world, Christ loves us to the end.

His pure love never fails us. Not now.
Not ever. Not ever.

Of that divine sustaining vote for all

of us I testify in this, his true and living

Church, in the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

President Monson

Elders W. Eugene Hansen and
Jeffrey R. Holland of the Seventy have

just spoken to us.

The choir and congregation will now
join in singing "We Thank Thee, O God,
for a Prophet." Elders Marlin K. Jensen

and Carlos Amado, sustained at April

conference as members of the Seventy,

will then speak to us.

The choir and congregation sang

"We Thank Thee, God, for a Prophet."

Elder Marlin K. Jensen

Expressions of gratitude

Brothers and sisters, I am grateful

for the opportunity to greet all of you
and to tell you how thankful I am to have

been called as a member of the First

Quorum of the Seventy. My wife, Kathy,

says she always knew I would receive a

life sentence of some type, but neither of

us dreamed it would be something so

rewarding!

No one can stand at this pulpit for

the first time — where so many truly great

men and women have stood over the

years— without experiencing a strong

sense of personal inadequacy and an over-

whelming desire to express appreciation.

I feel both today.

I want to express appreciation to my
friends and neighbors in the little moun-
tain valley where I was born and where I

have chosen to live my life thus far—
also, to my noble ancestors and my living

extended family. I am constantly aware of

their goodness and their interest in me. I

sincerely thank my parents, who continue

to work on a project that began at my
birth forty-seven years ago. I am espe-

cially indebted to my companion. Her
support, love, and cheerful disposition

make my life very enjoyable. She would

want you to know of her own strong con-

viction of the truthfulness of the restored

gospel. Together we have been blessed

with eight delightful children, whose de-

velopment and happiness are our primary
concerns. I love each one of them very
much.

I am also very grateful for the bless-

ing of daily association with the General
Authorities of the Church. I pledge to

these dedicated men my loyalty, my love,

and my untiring efforts in building up
God's kingdom. I promise them also that

I will always heed the Lord's admonition
in the Doctrine and Covenants: "There-

fore, strengthen your brethren in all your
conversation, in all your prayers, in all

your exhortations, and in all your doings"

(D&C 108:7).

Finally, I am very grateful for each

of you, my brothers and sisters all over

the world, who have come to a knowl-
edge of the Redeemer and are part of His

Church. I appreciate your goodness and
devotion and look forward to meeting you
and serving at your side in the years

ahead. With you, in the words of the

Apostle Paul, I am humbled to know that

"neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor

principalities, nor powers, nor things

present, nor things to come, nor height,


