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bers. That action was largely unknown
to the world at that time and would
come to be known only to the extent

that it contained and radiated eternal

principles that harmonize with all

other truth coming from God, the

author of all truth. Only thus, through

its truthfulness, could it and would it

ever become a marvelous work and a

wonder.
Today, from those humble begin-

nings those many years ago, there are

units and members of that church al-

most literally around the face of the

earth. The marvelous progress in trans-

portation and communication has

made possible the promulgation of

these truths of the restored gospel to

the children of men nearly everywhere
in the world. Millions in America,
Europe, Asia, Africa, and the islands

of the sea have been able not only to

hear but, in millions of cases, to accept

and commit to these saving principles

of the gospel of truth.

We represent and speak today for

a worldwide Church, the organized and
established kingdom of God on earth.

I bear you my testimony that the

church organized in obscurity 161 years

ago yesterday is indeed the Church of

Jesus Christ. I declare that God lives,

that he is a personal God who hears

and answers our prayers, that he is the

Father he has always declared himself

in scripture to be. He is undoubtedly
more than we can fully understand him
to be, but he is certainly not less than

we understand.

I testify that Jesus Christ is his

Only Begotten Son, the Savior of the

world, and that the Father and the Son
did appear to the Prophet Joseph
Smith to initiate this great rolling forth

of the latter-day work in our time.

I testify that the boy prophet, who
in so many ways remains the central

miracle in the 161 years of this church's

experience, is living proof that, within

God's hands and under the direction of

the Savior of the world, weak and
simple things should come forth and
break down the mighty and strong

ones. In this anniversary season of the

organization of the Church, I bear tes-

timony of its truthfulness in the name
of Jesus Christ, amen.

The choir sang "See What Love"
without announcement.

President Hinckley

We have just heard from Presi-

dent Howard W. Hunter, President of

the Council of Twelve Apostles. The
choir then sang "See What Love."

The choir and congregation will

now join in singing "We Thank Thee,

O God, for a Prophet," following which

we shall hear from Bishop Henry B.

Eyring, First Counselor in the Presid-

ing Bishopric.

The choir and congregation sang

"We Thank Thee, O God, for a

Prophet."

Bishop Henry B. Eyring

We must believe in God

You talk with people every day

who say that God does not exist or is

far, far away. A woman sat next to me
on a plane. I spoke to her. She strained

to understand me. When she spoke,

her accent almost overpowered her

English. In answer to my question, she

told me that she was returning to the

place of her birth. She said that the

occasion which drew her was a reli-
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gious observance of the death of her

father, who died many years ago. She
had made the flight on the third, the

seventh, the thirteenth, and the seven-

teenth anniversaries of his death. And
now she was going again.

I told her that I admired her devo-

tion to her father. She said, quietly,

that she believed in the veneration of

her ancestors. I asked her if her family

had attended church. She smiled and
said, "No, only go to church when
someone dies." I asked her if she be-

lieved in a god. She said, "Yes." I asked

her if she thought he was close by. She
said, "No. If we should need him we
would say, 'come here,' " and she made
a beckoning sign with her hand. I asked

her who she believed God was. Her
soft, tentative answer was, "Well, he is

like one of our distant ancestors."

She needed to hear the words you
have heard spoken here: Jesus Christ,

the fall of Adam, the Atonement, the

Resurrection, repentance, eternal life,

and the pure love of God. But I real-

ized those words would not touch her.

I remembered and understood the

power of what Elder Spencer W.
Kimball wrote in the beginning of his

book The Miracle of Forgiveness. You
may recall this warning:

"This book presupposes a belief in

God and in life's high purpose. With-
out God, repentance would have little

meaning, and forgiveness would be
both unnecessary and unreal. If there

were no God, life would indeed be
meaningless; ... we might find justifi-

cation in an urge to live only for today,

to 'eat, drink and be merry,' to dissi-

pate, to satisfy every worldly desire. If

there were no God there would be no
redemption, no resurrection, no eterni-

ties to anticipate, and consequently no
hope" (The Miracle of Forgiveness [Salt

Lake City: Bookcraft, 1969], pp. 3-4).

President Kimball's words made
me think not how different that woman
was from me, but how much we were

alike. God is our ancestor, not distant

but close. He is the Father of our spir-

its; we are his children. But like that

woman, we all at times feel far re-

moved from him. Like her, if we are to

have the words of the gospel of Jesus

Christ touch us, then we must believe

in God. We must want to be with him.

And we must sense our need to be
purified to be with him again.

Drawing close to God

The day will come when we will see

him again. President Benson described

it this way: "Nothing is going to startle

us more when we pass through the veil

to the other side than to realize how
well we know our Father and how fa-

miliar his face is to us" ("Jesus Christ—
Gifts and Expectations," in Speeches of
the Year, 1974 [Provo: Brigham Young
University Press, 1975], p. 313).

While what President Benson said

will be true in the future, we need to

feel now that God knows us and loves

us as individuals. There are times you
have felt the closeness of God, your Fa-

ther, and that you are his child. Those
times can come more often. There is a

simple way to think about it.

If you want to stay close to some-
one who has been dear to you but from
whom you are separated, you know
how to do it. You would find a way to

speak to them, you would listen to

them, and you would discover ways to

do things for each other. The more of-

ten that happened, the longer it went
on, the deeper would be the bond of

affection. If much time passed without

the speaking, the listening, and the do-

ing, the bond would weaken.
God is perfect and omnipotent,

and you and I are mortal. But he is our
Father, he loves us, and he offers the

same opportunity to draw closer to him
as would a loving friend. And you will

do it in much the same way: speaking,

listening, and doing.
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Pray always

Our Heavenly Father has not only

invited us to speak to him, he has com-
manded it. And, as he has always done,
when he commands, he promises too.

In the 19th section of the Doctrine
and Covenants, the Lord says to you
and me:

"Pray always, and I will pour out
my Spirit upon you, and great shall be
your blessing—yea, even more than if

you should obtain treasures of earth

and corruptibleness to the extent

thereof.

"Behold, canst thou read this

without rejoicing and lifting up thy

heart for gladness?

"Or canst thou run about longer as

a blind guide?

"Or canst thou be humble and
meek, and conduct thyself wisely be-

fore me? Yea, come unto me thy Sav-

ior. Amen" (19:38-41).

In that scripture and in others, it is

clear how often we should speak to

God: regularly in words, continually

in feelings. When the Savior appeared
among the people on this continent

after his resurrection, he taught them
how to pray. He used the words "pray

always." That doesn't mean now and
then. It doesn't mean to pray only

when you feel like it. Listen to what he
said to them:

"Therefore blessed are ye if ye
shall keep my commandments, which
the Father hath commanded me that I

should give unto you.

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, ye
must watch and pray always, lest ye be
tempted by the devil, and ye be led

away captive by him.

"And as I have prayed among you
even so shall ye pray in my church,

among my people who do repent and
are baptized in my name. Behold I am
the light; I have set an example for

you" (3 Nephi 18:14-16).

Listen carefully

Now, you and I need to listen with

great care. When you heard the scrip-

ture I just recited, you heard the words
of Christ. I testify that is true. Jesus

Christ speaks the words of the Father.

You can read the scriptures, listen, and
then hear God's answers to you.

There is another way to listen to

God. Many of you will have heard an-

swers to your prayers today. I bear tes-

timony that you have in this conference

heard the voices of Apostles and
prophets of the Lord Jesus Christ. The
Lord said this of them, as they speak by

his direction:

"What I the Lord have spoken, I

have spoken, and I excuse not myself;

and though the heavens and the earth

pass away, my word shall not pass

away, but shall all be fulfilled, whether
by mine own voice or by the voice of my
servants, it is the same.

"For behold, and lo, the Lord is

God, and the Spirit beareth record,

and the record is true, and the truth

abideth forever and ever. Amen"
(D&C 1:38-39).

It is the Spirit which will bear

record to your heart as you read the

scriptures, as you hear the Lord's au-

thorized servants, and as God speaks

directly to your heart. You can listen

and hear if you believe that the scrip-

tures are accurate when they describe

the Holy Ghost this way:

"Yea, thus saith the still small

voice, which whispereth through and
pierceth all things, and often times it

maketh my bones to quake while it

maketh manifest" (D&C 85:6).

Now, I testify it is a small voice. It

whispers, not shouts. And so you must
be very quiet inside. That is why you
may wisely fast when you want to lis-

ten. And that is why you will listen best

when you feel, "Father, thy will, not

mine, be done." You will have a feeling

of "I want what you want." Then the

still small voice will seem as if it pierces
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you. It may make your bones to quake.

More often it will make your heart

burn within you, again softly, but with a

burning which will lift and reassure.

You will act after you have lis-

tened because when you hear his voice

by the Spirit you will always feel that

you are impelled to do something. You
mustn't be surprised if the instruction

seems accompanied with what you feel

as a rebuke.

You might prefer that God simply

tell you how well you are doing. But he
loves you, wants you to be with him,

and knows you must have a mighty

change in your heart, through faith on
the Lord Jesus Christ, humble repen-

tance, and the making and keeping of

sacred covenants. That's why the

Proverbs record this:

"My son, despise not the chasten-

ing of the Lord; neither be weary of his

correction:

"For whom the Lord loveth he
correcteth; even as a father the son

in whom he delighteth" (Proverbs

3:11-12).

Repent, obey, and give kindness

As you have listened to God's ser-

vants here, you have felt pricked in

your heart to do something. You could

react with a hard heart: "Why is an im-

perfect man telling me to repent?" Or
you could hear instead the loving invi-

tation of your Heavenly Father, who
delighted in you when you were with

him and delights in the prospect that

you will accept his loving correction.

You will find something else in the

pattern of correction you have felt. Do
you notice how much of it is an urging

to do something for someone else?

That is no surprise. God loves his chil-

dren. They have great needs. Every-

thing belongs to God, so there is not

much you can give him, after you have
given him a repentant heart. But you
can give kindness to his children. If you

were my earthly friend, you would win

my heart by being kind to my children.

God loves his children more than any

earthly parent, so think what your

kindness to his children means to him.

God's generosity

With all you will do for your Heav-
enly Father— if you pray, and listen,

and then obey him all your days— you
will still find him more generous than

you can ever be. Here is how King
Benjamin described your problem of

exchanging acts of kindness with God:
"And ... he doth require that ye

should do as he hath commanded you;

for which if ye do, he doth immediately
bless you; and therefore he hath paid

you. And ye are still indebted unto

him, and are, and will be, forever and
ever; therefore, of what have ye to

boast?" (Mosiah 2:24).

Retain God's name in your hearts

Now, even the Savior of the world,

when he was on the cross, felt his

Father far from him. You will have

moments, perhaps long moments, of

feelings of separation. But you know
the way to draw closer to God. King
Benjamin taught us the way:

"I say unto you, I would that ye

should remember to retain the name
written always in your hearts, that ye

are not found on the left hand of God,
but that ye hear and know the voice by

which ye shall be called, and also, the

name by which he shall call you.

"For how knoweth a man the mas-

ter whom he has not served, and who
is a stranger unto him, and is far from
the thoughts and intents of his heart?"

(Mosiah 5:12-13).

Now, you will still be startled, as

President Benson said you would be,

to realize how familiar the face of our

Heavenly Father is. But when you see

him, you will know his voice, because
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you will have prayed, listened, obeyed,

and come to share the thoughts and
intents of his heart. You will have
drawn nearer to him.

I pray that we will. In the name of

Jesus Christ, amen.

President Hinckley

Thank you, Bishop Eyring.

Elder James E. Faust of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve Apostles will now
address us.

Elder James E. Faust

A crown of thorns

My beloved brothers and sisters

and friends, today I wish to speak of

thorns, briars, slivers, and a crown of

thorns. I also wish to speak of the

exquisite beauty and fragrance to be
found in life, and of a crown of glory.

I wish that I better understood all of

the divine purposes in having to con-

tend with so many painful irritants in

this life. Lehi explained one reason:

that we will appreciate and savor the

goodness and loveliness of the world

(see 2 Nephi 2:10-13). Adam was told

that the ground is cursed with thorns

and thistles for our sakes (see Genesis

3:17-18). Likewise, mortality is

"cursed" with the thorns of worldly

temptation and the slivers of sin so that

we can be tested and prove ourselves.

This is necessary for our eternal pro-

gression. The Apostle Paul explained,

"Lest I should be exalted above mea-
sure . .

.
, there was given to me a thorn

in the flesh" (2 Corinthians 12:7).

The denial of our own sins, of our

own selfishness, of our own weakness is

like a crown of thorns which keeps us

from moving up one more step in per-

sonal growth. Perhaps worse than sin is

the denial of sin. If we deny that we are

sinners, how can we ever be forgiven?

How can the atonement of Jesus work
in our lives if there is no repentance? If

we do not promptly remove the slivers

of sin and the thorns of carnal tempta-

tion, how can the Lord ever heal our

souls? The Savior said, "Repent of

your sins, and be converted, that I may

heal you" (3 Nephi 9:13). It is most dif-

ficult for us to pray for those who hate

us, who despitefully use us, who perse-

cute us. By failing to take this vital

extra step, however, we fail to remove
some of the festering briars in our

souls. Extending forgiveness, love, and
understanding for perceived shortcom-

ings and weaknesses in our wives, hus-

bands, children, and associates makes
it much easier to say, "God be merciful

to me a sinner" (Luke 18:13).

It seems that no matter how care-

fully we walk through life's paths, we
pick up some thorns, briars, and slivers.

As a young boy, when school was out

for the summer and we went to the

farm, off came our shoes. The shoes

stayed off all summer long except for

special occasions. For the first week or

two, when our feet were tender, the

smoothest pebble or stick would be

painful. But as the weeks came and
went, the soles of our feet toughened

so that they could withstand almost

anything in the path except thistles, of

which there seemed to be more than

any other weed. And so it is with life:

as we grow and mature and keep close

to Him who was crowned with thorns,

our souls seem to get stronger in with-

standing the challenges, our resolve

hardens, our wills become firmer, and
our self-discipline increases to protect

us from the evils of this world. These
evils are so omnipresent, however, that

we must always walk in the paths which

are the most free of the thistles of

earthly temptation.


