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purpose of his sacred mission was to

teach us how to love and serve one
another.

I thank God for the Holy Savior,

for the compassionate Christ, in the

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

Elder Yoshihiko Kikuchi

Brothers and sisters, my wife and I

learned so many faith-promoting mis-

sionary stories about Elders George Q.
Cannon and Joseph F. Smith, and
many other missionaries' wonderful
spiritual experiences while we were serv-

ing in Hawaii (see George Q. Cannon,
My First Mission, 2nd ed. [Salt Lake
City: Juvenile Instructor Office, 1882];

and Joseph Fielding Smith, Life of
Joseph F. Smith [Salt Lake City: Deseret

News Press, 1938]).

Joseph F. Smith's mission to Hawaii

I feel so strongly that I should
share with you the missionary experi-

ences of Elder Joseph F. Smith. He was
sent by the Brethren as a missionary

when he was fifteen years of age. At
the age of five he had lost his father,

and at fourteen he had lost his mother.

The record shows that he labored in

Maui and in Kohala on the Big Island.

Then he was transferred to the island

of Molokai as the presiding elder when
he was sixteen years old. Every day he
and his companion, Elder Thomas A.
Dowell, visited the several small
branches, proselyting, healing the sick,

and casting out evil spirits. With the

Saints they read the scriptures and the

beautiful teachings of the Savior, and
they retold the story of the Restora-

tion. Many members were indifferent

and had an apathetic attitude because
of false reports about the Church and
the Prophet Joseph Smith.

The two companions traveled

from the east to the west on Molokai.

Their food was scarce, and they trav-

eled about thirty miles every day under
the hot sun without water. One day

Elder Smith's companion almost didn't

make it. That day they finally reached
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Myers, a

German family. This couple treated

them kindly and lovingly and gave
them food and lodging for several days.

Not only that, but Mr. Myers furnished

Elder Smith with a good riding horse so

he could visit several branches. Elders

Smith and Dowell were guided by the

Spirit every day. They worked hard and
brought converts, as well as bringing so

many back into activity.

Sister Ma Manuhii's loving care

One day Elder Smith was taken
desperately ill with a raging fever. He
was given a priesthood blessing, but he
remained ill. He almost passed away.

His condition was very critical on many
occasions. For the next three months,
he was tenderly cared for by a native

brother and his wife. This young couple
did everything possible to save the

young missionary's life and gave him
the best they had through tender fa-

therly and motherly love, even fasting

and praying for many days. This young
missionary never forgot a kindness and
never forsook a friend. He always
treated and honored this wonderful
Hawaiian lady, Ma Manuhii, as his own
Hawaiian mother.

Many years later this boy again

visited the Islands in the company of a

member of the Presiding Bishopric,

Bishop Charles W. Nibley, who later

became a member of the First Presi-

dency. As they landed in the harbor at

Honolulu, many native Saints greeted

them. They brought lots of leis and all

kinds of beautiful native flowers. Both
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of them were loaded with leis upon
leis. The young man, who was now an

old man, had more than anyone else.

A great Hawaiian band was playing a

welcome to them and even played
Mormon music.

Then Bishop Nibley explained in

his journal one touching little incident:

"It was a beautiful sight to see the

deep-seated love, the even tearful af-

fection, that these people had for him.

In the midst of it all I noticed a poor,

old blind woman tottering under the

weight of about ninety years, being led

in. She had a few choice bananas in her

hand. It was her all— her offering. She
was calling, Tosepa, Iosepa!' [means
'Joseph, Joseph!'] Instantly, when he

saw her, he ran to her and clasped her

in his arms, hugged her, and kissed her

over and over again, patting her on the

head saying, 'Mama, Mama, my dear

old Mama!' And with tears streaming

down his cheeks he turned to me and
said, 'Charley, she nursed me when I

was a boy, sick and without anyone to

care for me. She took me in and was a

mother to me!'
"

Bishop Nibley continued:

"O, it was touching— it was pa-

thetic. It was beautiful to see the great,

noble soul in loving, tender remem-
brance of kindness extended to him,

more than fifty years before; and the

poor old soul who had brought her lov-

ing offering— a few bananas— it was all

she had— to put into the hand of her

loved Iosepa" (Life of Joseph F. Smith,

pp. 185-86).

Brothers and sisters, this Iosepa

was President Joseph F. Smith, sixth

President of the Church. What can we
learn from this story? Sister Ma
Manuhii had no idea that this little six-

teen-year-old boy would someday be
President of the Church. She didn't ex-

pect anything from him. She helped

him because she loved the Lord's mis-

sionary with the pure love of God (see

Moroni 7:47). This Hawaiian couple

honored, respected, loved, and took

care of the missionaries as the Lord's

messengers because they had the pure

love of God. That respect and rever-

ence remained with her until she died.

Elder Smith was seasoned and
matured by the Lord in the mission

field, and his love, developed and cul-

tivated by this beautiful Hawaiian
mother, never left his heart. "With
tears streaming down his cheeks . . .

,

'Charley, she nursed me when I was a

boy, sick and without anyone to care

for me. She took me in and was a

mother to me!'
"

Love brings others into the fold

Brothers and sisters, this type of

love, kindness, and thoughtfulness
must—MUST— exist in our missionary

and reactivation work. This "love of

God" (1 Nephi 11:22, 25) is the spirit of

missionary work and the spirit of reac-

tivation. This "love of God" is the spirit

of conversion. This "love of God" is

the spirit of nurturing. "It is the most
desirable above all things" (1 Nephi
11:22), and it is "the most joyous to the

soul" (1 Nephi 11:23). Brothers and
sisters, let's show our noble example
like this beautiful Hawaiian mother,

not only by feeding the missionaries,

but by bringing this love as we take

missionaries to part-member families,

less-active members, or nonmembers
within the framework of the home
teaching and visiting teaching pro-

grams. These people will be touched by

this love.

When Nephi saw the Savior, he
exclaimed, "Yea, it is the love of God,
which sheddeth itself abroad in the

hearts of the children of men" (1 Nephi
11:22). With this love, when you and I

work with full-time missionaries, com-
bining our efforts, we can bring many
converts and reactivated members to

the temple. Your example will teach

the missionaries. When they return to

their wards and stakes, they will emu-
late your example.
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Missionaries, you must be so

clean, pure, and diligent. Obey and ob-

serve all the mission rules "with exact-

ness" (Alma 57:21). Like Joseph F.

Smith, be studious in the scriptures (see

1 Nephi 11:25). Exercise your "exceed-

ing faith"; do "not doubt" (Alma
57:26). Put your "trust in God" (Alma
57:27). Above all, you must cultivate

the real missionary quality, "charity . .

.

the pure love of Christ" (Moroni 7:47).

I testify to you that as Moroni
promised us, when we "pray unto the

Father with all the energy of heart, " we
"may be filled with this love, which he

hath bestowed upon all who are true

followers of his Son, Jesus Christ"

(Moroni 7:48; italics added). When we
work together— missionaries, leaders,

and members— the Lord will bless us

as he did Nephi and Lehi, the sons of

Helaman.
The scripture explains:

"There was exceedingly great
prosperity in the church, insomuch that

there were thousands who did join . . .

and were baptized unto repentance.

"And . . . the work of the Lord did

prosper unto the baptizing and uniting

[to me, reactivating] to the church of

God, many souls, yea, even tens of

thousands. . . .

"... The Lord is merciful unto all

who will, in the sincerity of their hearts,

call upon his holy name.
"... The gate of heaven [will be]

open unto all, even to those who will

believe on the name of Jesus Christ,

who is the Son of God" (Helaman 3:24,

26-28; italics added).

Brothers and sisters, I humbly tes-

tify to you that God lives. Jesus is the

Christ. He loves us. As we emulate his

love, we can bring wonderful brothers

and sisters back into this fold. This is

his Church. President Benson is his

prophet. In the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

President Monson

Elders Marion D. Hanks and
Yoshihiko Kikuchi of the Seventy have
just spoken to us.

The choir and congregation will

now join in singing "How Firm a Foun-
dation," following which we shall hear
from Elder Alexander B. Morrison of

the Seventy.

The chorus and congregation sang

"How Firm a Foundation."

Elder Alexander B. Morrison

Importance of spiritual nourishment

One of the abiding tragedies of

Nephite society was its failure to main-
tain spiritual strength through constant

spiritual nourishment. As strength

waned, the effects of spiritual malnu-
trition were quick to be felt. In the

book of Mosiah we read that during

one period of relative spiritual strength,

"there began to be much peace again in

the land; . . . And the Lord did visit

them and prosper them" (Mosiah
27:6-7).

Yet only a few years later the
Church was full of wickedness. From
Alma chapter 4 we read:

"And thus, in this eighth year of

the reign of the judges, there began to

be great contentions among the people

of the church; yea, there were envyings,

and strife, and malice, and persecu-

tions, and pride, even to exceed the

pride of those who did not belong to

the church of God.
"... And the wickedness of the

church was a great stumbling-block to

those who did not belong to the church;


