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be studied, understood, and followed,

even as the revelations in the Doctrine

and Covenants and other scriptures.

Those who follow this course will not

interpret what they say as being in-

spired by political bias or selfishness;

neither will they say that the brethren

are uninformed as to the circumstances

of those affected by their counsel; or

that their counsels cannot be accepted

because they are not prefaced by the

quotation, Thus saith the Lord.'

"Those . . . who will through mighty
prayer and earnest study inform them-
selves as to what these living prophets

say, and act upon it, will be visited by
the spirit of the Lord and know by the

spirit of revelation that they speak the

mind and will of the Father" (in Con-
ference Report, Apr. 1945, p. 90).

Prophets' words bless the faithful

What of the volumes of teachings

from our beloved prophet and Presi-

dent, Ezra Taft Benson? He is now in

the fiftieth year of service as a special

witness of the Lord Jesus Christ. Like

Moses, his hands have become some-
what heavy from his ministry (see Exo-
dus 17:11-12), but his words, spoken
from this pulpit throughout his in-

spired ministry, will continue to bless

the lives of the faithful.

In an inspired statement from a

much earlier day, Elder John A. Widtsoe
spoke of the utterances of the men who
have stood at the head of the Church:

"When [prophets] speak under the

influence of [their] prophetic power,

they amplify or add to the body of rev-

elation possessed by the Church. They
guide us in the maze of contending
forces. Each one . . . uses past revela-

tion and the new, to meet the needs of

the people of his day. The discourses

of these men . . . should be read and
observed as inspired messages for our

guidance toward joy on earth and here-

after" (in Discourses ofWilford Woodruff,

sel. G. Homer Durham [Salt Lake
City: Bookcraft, 1946], pp. xi-xii).

Hearken to the prophets' messages

Therefore we repeat our plea that

members and others return to the mes-
sages of our beloved prophet. We
should read them and heed them. And
as we hearken to those messages, along

with the other words of the living

prophets and leaders spoken from this

pulpit, may we become "wise unto sal-

vation."

It is my witness that President

Ezra Taft Benson, his Counselors, and
the members of the Council of the

Twelve are apostles and prophets of

the Lamb of God and that this Church,

and its work of bringing souls to Christ,

rests solidly upon the foundation of the

goodness, faith, and unity of our living

apostles and prophets. Jesus Christ

lives and is the very cornerstone of this

work of salvation. In the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

Elder Jay E. Jensen

I am so thankful for my wife and
children. To enjoy their love, confi-

dence, and support is one of the great-

est blessings of my life. I express my
heartfelt gratitude to parents who
loved and lived the gospel, and also to

my brothers and sisters, from whom I

have learned so much. I thank my
Brethren of the General Authorities

for their kind and gentle tutoring. I

express my gratitude to all with whom
I have worked over the years and to
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those who expressed their love and
support for me in this new calling. I go
forward with faith in the Lord and His
leaders, relying on the promises of the

Lord that we do not receive callings

such as these but what we have been
foreordained to the same.

Try the power of the word

I love the scriptures. I testify that

they are the word of God. I have
likened a verse from Alma to my life:

the scriptures have had a great ten-

dency to lead me to do that which is

just; yea, they have had a more power-
ful effect upon my mind than the
sword or anything else which has hap-

pened unto me; therefore I have tried

the virtue of the word of God (see

Alma 31:5).

President Benson counseled, "Im-
merse yourselves in [the scriptures]

daily so you will have the power of

the Spirit" ("The Power of the Word,"
Ensign, May 1986, p. 82).

President Kimball said, "I find that

when I get casual in my relationships

with divinity and when it seems that no
divine ear is listening and no divine

voice is speaking, that I am far, far

away. If I immerse myself in the scrip-

tures, the distance narrows and the

spirituality returns" (The Teachings of
Spencer W. Kimball, ed. Edward L. Kim-
ball [Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1982],

p. 135).

Remember also the promises

While presiding over a South
American mission, I traveled to a dis-

tant city to interview missionaries, hold

a zone conference, and conduct a dis-

trict conference. I discovered among
the missionaries some problems. In the

district conference, other serious prob-

lems dealing with members and leaders

surfaced. In my mind the negative out-

weighed the positive with both mission-

aries and members, leaving me frus-

trated and disappointed. After four days

of interviews and meetings, I boarded
the airplane with a heavy heart to re-

turn home.
I often read scriptures while trav-

eling, and I turned to them for comfort
and direction. I read a few of my favor-

ite passages. While turning the pages,

I stopped at the third section of the

Doctrine and Covenants. I was deeply

touched by the first five verses as they

applied to my concerns.

When I read a verse, I often insert

my name in it. I did so with verse 5 and
found the help I needed to remove
my gloomy feelings: "Behold, you [Jay

Jensen] have been entrusted with these

things, but how strict were your com-
mandments; and remember also the

promises which were made to you [Jay

Jensen]" (D&C 3:5).

The words "remember also the

promises" struck me with unusual
power. I identified with the Prophet
Joseph Smith when he read James 1:5.

The words "remember also the prom-
ises" seemed to "enter with great force

into every feeling of my heart. I re-

flected on [them] again and again"

(Joseph Smith— History 1:12). During
those four days I had focused on noth-

ing but problems. I had not stopped to

consider one single promise.

I had with me on the airplane that

day a copy of my patriarchal blessing. I

read it, noting several marvelous prom-
ises. I reviewed in my mind the prom-
ises given to me when I was set apart as

a mission president. I turned to addi-

tional scriptures and pondered the

promises in each one. I learned then

and have had reinforced to me again

and again that when we search the

scriptures, we will come to know that

"they are true and faithful, and the

prophecies and promises which are in

them shall all be fulfilled" (D&C 1:37).
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Categories of promises

The Lord has promised us specific

blessings for reading and studying the

scriptures. To identify these promises,

a helpful exercise for me has been to

make two columns on a sheet of paper

and at the top of one column write

the words "Promises for This Life" and
in the other column the words "Prom-
ises for the Next Life." When I find a

promise, I note the reference and the

promise under one of the two columns.

I have found repeated in different

places in the scriptures two major prom-
ises for reading and studying the scrip-

tures that pertain to the next life: one is

exaltation, and the other is eternal life.

For example, Nephi said, "Wherefore,
if ye shall press forward, feasting upon
the word of Christ, and endure to the

end, behold, ... Ye shall have eternal

life" (2 Nephi 31:20).

The surprising discovery was that

most promises that come to us for

reading and studying the scriptures

pertain to mortality. Three categories

of promises to consider are promises of

power, promises of increase, and other

promises. Time will permit me to cite

but a few of these.

3. Power to teach convincingly.

Alma and the sons of Mosiah "had
searched the scriptures diligently . . .

and when they taught, they taught with

power and authority of God" (Alma
17:2-3; see also 2 Timothy 3:16). To
Hyrum Smith the Lord said, "First seek

to obtain my word . . . ; then, if you
desire, you shall have my Spirit and
my word, yea, the power of God unto
the convincing of men" (D&C 11:21;

see also 2 Timothy 3:15-17; Alma 4:19;

31:5; D&C 84:85).

4. Power to call down the powers of
heaven. Jacob said that "we search the

prophets . . . and our faith becometh
unshaken, insomuch that we truly can
command in the name of Jesus and the

very trees obey us, or the mountains, or

the waves of the sea" (Jacob 4:6; see

also Helaman 10:4-5).

5. Power to change the heart and
disposition. Samuel taught the Nephites

that the Lamanites were "led to believe

the holy scriptures, . . . which are writ-

ten, which leadeth them to faith on the

Lord, and unto repentance, which faith

and repentance bringeth a change of

heart unto them" (Helaman 15:7; see

also 1 Nephi 15:20). Three marvelous
promises.

Promises of power

Consider the following five prom-
ises of power:

1. Power to overcome evil. Nephi
taught, "Whoso would hearken unto

the word of God, and would hold fast

unto it, . . . the fiery darts of the adver-

sary [could not] overpower them unto

blindness" (1 Nephi 15:24; see also

Psalms 17:4; 119:98-101, 104; Helaman
3:29-30).

2. Power to live righteously. Alma
"did . . . preach the word of God unto

them, to stir them up in remembrance
of their duty" (Alma 4:19). The Psalm-

ist said, "Thy word is a lamp unto my
feet, and a light unto my path" (Psalm

119:105; see also 2 Timothy 3:15-17;

Helaman 15:7-8).

Promises of increase

Consider now the following prom-
ises of increase:

1. Increase in hope and joy. The
Apostle Paul taught that "we through

patience and comfort of the scriptures

might have hope" (Romans 15:4; see

also 1 Nephi 11:25; Jacob 2:8; 4:6;

Alma 44:5; D&C 19:23).

2. Increase in spirituality. "The
preaching of the word had a great ten-

dency to lead the people to do that

which was just" (Alma 31:5; see also

2 Nephi 4:15-16; Moroni 6:4).

3. Increase in knowledge and under-

standing. Nephi taught that "the words
of Christ will tell you all things what ye

should do" (2 Nephi 32:3). To Joseph
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Smith the Lord said, "The holy scrip-

tures are given of me for your instruc-

tion" (D&C 33:16; see also Psalms
19:7; 119:98-101; 2 Timothy 3:15-17;

Alma 12:10; 17:2-3; D&C 18:34-36).

4. Increase in the power of discern-

ment. "The word of God ... is quick

and powerful, which shall divide asun-

der all the cunning and the snares and

the wiles of the devil" (Helaman 3:29).

"And whoso treasureth up my word,

shall not be deceived" (Joseph Smith—
Matthew 1:37; see also Hebrews 4:12).

5. Increase in testimony. From the

Doctrine and Covenants: "You can tes-

tify that you have heard my voice, and

know my words" (D&C 18:36; see also

Psalm 19:7).

Other promises

In addition to these general catego-

ries of promises of power and increase,

there are other promises, such as "for

then thou shalt make thy way prosper-

ous, and then thou shalt have good suc-

cess" (Joshua 1:8) and as Joseph Smith
said, "Faith comes by hearing the word
of God" (History of the Church, 3:379).

President Howard W. Hunter has

said: "When we . . . read and study the

scriptures, benefits and blessings of

many kinds come to us. This is the most
profitable of all study in which we
could engage" (in Conference Report,
Oct. 1979, p. 90; or Ensign, Nov. 1979,

p. 64).

May we "remember also the prom-
ises." I testify that the scriptures are

the word of God. I love them. I testify

that God lives. He is our Father. Jesus

Christ is the Son of God. They ap-

peared to the Prophet Joseph Smith
just as he said they did. President Ezra
Taft Benson is God's prophet today. In

the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

Elder Augusto A. Lim

Gospel blessings in the Philippines

I would like to express my love and
appreciation to my eternal companion
for the support and love that she has

completely extended to me through all

these years of membership in this

Church. I suppose many of you already

know I came from the Philippines,

home to close to 67 million people, the

Pearl of the Orient, but now a land

devastated by earthquakes, typhoons,

floods, and even volcanic eruptions. I

will not, however, talk about the ca-

lamities that have caused much hard-

ship and tested the faith of our people,

but I would rather talk about the great

spiritual blessings that have been ex-

perienced in abundance as the gospel

is spread in the land.

The restored gospel was first intro-

duced by Latter-day Saint servicemen

and women while serving in the Philip-

pines near the end of World War II,

but missionary work officially started

in the Philippines on April 28, 1961,

when Elder Gordon B. Hinckley, then

a member of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles, met with a small group of

members at the American War Memo-
rial Cemetery in the suburbs of Manila
to offer a prayer invoking the blessing

of the Lord on the missionary work in

the Philippines (see Manuscript History

of the Southern Far East Mission).

Before giving his prayer, President

Hinckley, in a brief talk, made this pro-

phetic statement: "What we begin here
will affect the lives of thousands upon
thousands of people in this island re-

public, and its effects will go from gen-

eration to generation for great and
everlasting good" (quoted in Confer-
ence Report, Philippine Islands Area
Conference 1975, p. 20).

After his brief remarks, President

Hinckley offered a prayer in which he
said:


