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19. D&C 82:10.

20. See 3 Nephi 18:20.

President Monson

We have heard from Elder Richard

G. Scott of the Council of the Twelve
Apostles.

Bishop Richard C. Edgley, Second
Counselor in the Presiding Bishopric,

will now speak to us, and he'll be fol-

lowed by Elder Dieter F. Uchtdorf, who
was sustained as a member of the Sev-

enty at April conference.

Bishop Richard C. Edgley

Confidence in shooting free throws

I, like many of you, take delight in

watching the extraordinary performance

of outstanding athletes on the field of

competition. It is always a thrill to see

the fulfillment of thousands of hours of

practice, dedication, and sacrifice mani-

fest through an unusual play, a last-

second touchdown pass, a game-winning

goal, or pressure-filled free throws.

It always amazes me to see a basketball

player step up to the free throw line and

consistently, shot after shot, pressure

upon pressure, calmly put the ball

through the hoop—all net. Last year Jeff

Hornacek, after joining the Utah Jazz in

midseason, hit thirty-three consecutive

free throws—a Jazz season record. He
was shooting with great confidence.

I am interested in free throw records

because I believe I also set a free throw

record in high school—unrecorded, but

a record that I believe would stand even

today. It was in a game between my alma

mater, Preston High, and Malad High in

Idaho. It was played in the old Malad
High School gymnasium in 1954.

Early in the game I was fouled in the

act of shooting and was awarded two
foul shots. I calmly stepped to the free

throw line, set my toe about one-eighth

of an inch from the line, and did my best

imitation of my then basketball idol, Bob
Cousy, by bouncing the ball twice, spin-

ning it in my hands, taking a deep breath,

and shooting. It was a pretty good imita-

tion—until I released the ball. I missed

both shots.

A few moments later I was again at

the foul line going through the same
established routine. To my despair I

missed again—twice. As fortune would
have it, we were into the game only six

or seven minutes, and I was at the line

missing my sixth and seventh foul shots.

As I approached my ninth and tenth

shots, I noticed that the basket, which
was regulation size at the beginning of

the game, was in some magical way be-

ginning to shrink. Each time I came to

the line, it got smaller and smaller.

My confidence wasn't bolstered

much as I saw images of distress in the

faces of my teammates and expressions

of calm glee and a twinkle in the eyes of

my opponents each time I came to the

line. By my fifteenth miss, my arms and
legs were frozen stiff, and I could see

the basket getting so small that even a

softball couldn't pass through it. When
I approached the line to miss my eigh-

teenth consecutive free throw, the bas-

ket seemed about the size of a golf hole,

and I knew that even Bob Cousy would
not stand a chance. / was not shooting

with much confidence.

Thankfully the final buzzer sounded

and my record ceased at eighteen con-

secutive misses—a record not easily

achievable and one I doubt any of you
sports enthusiasts have ever witnessed.

As I left the court, my confidence was
devastated, and ahead of me remained
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the frightening task of getting ready to

face the foul line again in upcoming
games.

My challenge was not so much re-

lated to foul shooting as it was to confi-

dence. I am fully aware that when Jeff

Hornacek was establishing his record,

each time he approached the line he was

full of confidence, and the basket, in its

magical way, was getting larger and
larger. Confidence was the big difference.

Confidence in the presence of God

As recorded in the 121st section of

the Doctrine and Covenants, verse 45,

the Lord tells Joseph Smith during his

hour of deep despair in Liberty Jail, "Let

virtue garnish thy thoughts unceasingly;

then shall thy confidence wax strong in

the presence of God; and the doctrine

of the priesthood shall distil upon thy

soul as the dews from heaven." What a

wonderful promise for us bearers of the

priesthood—confidence in the presence

of God!
Each of us present in this great

body of the priesthood has been called

and ordained of God. We are His emis-

saries and have entered into a holy

covenant with Him to honor and mag-
nify the priesthood, and this becomes
our most important and sacred assign-

ment on earth. I repeat—our most im-

portant assignment on earth is to honor

and magnify the priesthood. It is more
important than hitting crucial free

throws. It is more important than catch-

ing a touchdown pass or kicking goals. It

is more important than being accepted

by your peers. It is more important than

closing on a vital business transaction.

Making the basket bigger or smaller

Every time we use the priesthood,

whether by assignment or through vol-

untary acts of service, it is as though we
are stepping up to the foul line. Every

time the priesthood is tested by tempta-

tion or trial, it is as though we are step-

ping up to the foul line. The hits and the

misses that have preceded the moment
of testing have a great bearing on how
we will perform the next shot. Our spiri-

tual confidence is largely determined by

our prior spiritual successes and, unfor-

tunately, by our prior spiritual mishaps.

Our prior choices will greatly influence

how our spiritual basket will look, large

or small, the next time we are at the line.

We cannot say we will sow a few
wild oats in our youth or that we will just

dabble a little around the fringes of sin.

There are no fringes of sin. Every act,

good or bad, has a consequence. Every

good act improves our ability to do good
and more firmly stand against sin or

failure. Every transgression, regardless

of how minor, makes us more suscep-

tible to Satan's influence the next time

he tempts us. Satan takes us an inch at

a time, deceiving us as to the conse-

quences of so-called minor sins until he

captures us in major transgressions.

Nephi describes this technique as one
of pacifying, lulling, and flattering us

away until Satan "grasps [us] with his

awful chains, from whence there is no
deliverance" (2 Nephi 28:22; see also

v. 21). There are no fringes of sin. We
are constantly shooting our foul shots,

and the basket is either getting bigger

or, as Satan would have it, smaller. Our
confidence is either waxing strong in

the Lord or waxing strong in Satan.

Nephi, David, and Joseph Smith see the

basket as large

When Nephi and his brothers were
asked to go back to Jerusalem for the

plates of brass, Nephi, because of his

past experiences and preparation, saw
the basket as very large. He knew he
could do it. He said, "I will go and do the

things which the Lord hath commanded,
for I know that the Lord giveth no com-
mandments unto the children of men,
save he shall prepare a way for them that
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they may accomplish the thing which
he commandeth them" (1 Nephi 3:7).

On the other hand, Laman and Lemuel,

who already had a history of complain-

ing and neglecting their responsibilities,

saw the basket as very small and thus re-

belled. Laman and Lemuel did not have

the confidence or the faith that comes
from righteous preparation. They did

not believe they could make the shot.

When David went to battle against

Goliath, he was discouraged by Saul,

who reminded him that he was just a

child and was not able to go against this

giant, Goliath. David replied, "Thy ser-

vant kept his father's sheep, and there

came a lion, and a bear, and took a lamb
out of the flock: And I went out after

him, and smote him, and delivered it out

of his mouth" (1 Samuel 17:34-35).

David had made his previous foul shots,

and he saw the basket as very large.

When Joseph Smith went into the

grove of trees, when he began the trans-

lation of the Book of Mormon, and when
he organized the Church with just six

members, his confidence was strong in

the Lord.

Wise choices increase our confidence

The Savior talked about teaching

line upon line and precept upon precept

(see 2 Nephi 28:30). This is also how we
prepare ourselves to magnify our call-

ings—act upon act and deed upon deed.

Each good act makes the basket larger

and prepares us to further magnify our

callings. When you young Aaronic
Priesthood bearers administer and pass

the sacrament worthily and reverently,

the view of the basket becomes a little

larger, as does your confidence in the

Lord and your ability to act in righteous-

ness. For those who have withstood so-

called minor temptations, your ability

to overcome Satan in the moments of

major testing becomes easier. For those

of you who have developed a relation-

ship with your Heavenly Father and the

Savior through scripture study and
prayer, your basket is large and your
confidence waxes strong.

I am acutely aware that each of us

sees our own basket as a different size.

Some may feel as though they are on a

string of eighteen consecutive misses,

and the basket they are now shooting at

is very diminished. I have known men,
young and old, whose previous decisions

or actions have caused them to lose con-

fidence in themselves and in the Lord.

It was as though their arms and legs

were frozen stiff, and the task of break-

ing the cycle of sin or failure seemed
almost insurmountable. But a true un-

derstanding of the Savior's mission lets

us know that through true repentance

our baskets can be restored to regulation

size. Every wise choice, every respon-

sible exercising of the priesthood, and
every act of service enhances our confi-

dence in the Lord.

Brethren of the priesthood, let us hit

our foul shots, let us do our duty—every

single time we step to the line—that our

confidence might wax strong in the pres-

ence of God, that the doctrine of the

priesthood may distill upon our souls as

the dews from heaven—for we are the

priesthood of God. Of this I humbly tes-

tify in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

Elder Dieter F. Uchtdorf

My dear brethren, it is wonderful
and humbling to be with you tonight

in this vast assembly of priesthood hold-

ers. I am especially grateful for the sol-

emn experience we had this morning,

in which I learned again how the Lord
is directing and guiding His church in

these latter days.


