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they may accomplish the thing which
he commandeth them" (1 Nephi 3:7).

On the other hand, Laman and Lemuel,

who already had a history of complain-

ing and neglecting their responsibilities,

saw the basket as very small and thus re-

belled. Laman and Lemuel did not have

the confidence or the faith that comes
from righteous preparation. They did

not believe they could make the shot.

When David went to battle against

Goliath, he was discouraged by Saul,

who reminded him that he was just a

child and was not able to go against this

giant, Goliath. David replied, "Thy ser-

vant kept his father's sheep, and there

came a lion, and a bear, and took a lamb
out of the flock: And I went out after

him, and smote him, and delivered it out

of his mouth" (1 Samuel 17:34-35).

David had made his previous foul shots,

and he saw the basket as very large.

When Joseph Smith went into the

grove of trees, when he began the trans-

lation of the Book of Mormon, and when
he organized the Church with just six

members, his confidence was strong in

the Lord.

Wise choices increase our confidence

The Savior talked about teaching

line upon line and precept upon precept

(see 2 Nephi 28:30). This is also how we
prepare ourselves to magnify our call-

ings—act upon act and deed upon deed.

Each good act makes the basket larger

and prepares us to further magnify our

callings. When you young Aaronic
Priesthood bearers administer and pass

the sacrament worthily and reverently,

the view of the basket becomes a little

larger, as does your confidence in the

Lord and your ability to act in righteous-

ness. For those who have withstood so-

called minor temptations, your ability

to overcome Satan in the moments of

major testing becomes easier. For those

of you who have developed a relation-

ship with your Heavenly Father and the

Savior through scripture study and
prayer, your basket is large and your
confidence waxes strong.

I am acutely aware that each of us

sees our own basket as a different size.

Some may feel as though they are on a

string of eighteen consecutive misses,

and the basket they are now shooting at

is very diminished. I have known men,
young and old, whose previous decisions

or actions have caused them to lose con-

fidence in themselves and in the Lord.

It was as though their arms and legs

were frozen stiff, and the task of break-

ing the cycle of sin or failure seemed
almost insurmountable. But a true un-

derstanding of the Savior's mission lets

us know that through true repentance

our baskets can be restored to regulation

size. Every wise choice, every respon-

sible exercising of the priesthood, and
every act of service enhances our confi-

dence in the Lord.

Brethren of the priesthood, let us hit

our foul shots, let us do our duty—every

single time we step to the line—that our

confidence might wax strong in the pres-

ence of God, that the doctrine of the

priesthood may distill upon our souls as

the dews from heaven—for we are the

priesthood of God. Of this I humbly tes-

tify in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

Elder Dieter F. Uchtdorf

My dear brethren, it is wonderful
and humbling to be with you tonight

in this vast assembly of priesthood hold-

ers. I am especially grateful for the sol-

emn experience we had this morning,

in which I learned again how the Lord
is directing and guiding His church in

these latter days.
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Miracle of family's conversion

A few days ago my profession as a

B-747 captain took me home on a flight

from Dallas, Texas, to Frankfurt, Ger-

many. It was a moonless night over the

North Atlantic, and myriads of stars

covered the sky. As I contemplated this

awesome sight from the cockpit, my
thoughts went to the many miracles I

have seen in my life.

Forty-five years ago, shortly after

the horrors of the Second World War, at

age eight I was baptized in Zwickau,

Sachsen, in eastern Germany. This came
about because a white-haired, coura-

geous, and caring lady shared the re-

stored gospel of Jesus Christ with my
grandmother and parents, and they did

not hesitate to accept the challenge. How
I love them for that! In 1952 my family

had to leave that part of my homeland,

expecting never to see it again. We went

to Frankfurt, where I was ordained a

deacon and taught by tough but loving

leaders to appreciate the value of work
and service.

At the same time, in the heart of

western Germany, another marvelous
lady, recently widowed, still in her thir-

ties, was terrified by the difficulties of

the future. She had two young daughters

and felt left alone in a country without

hope. Right then two young mission-

aries rang the doorbell and brought the

message of light, truth, and hope.

I give thanks eternally to those dili-

gent American missionaries and most
of all to Sister Carmen Reich, who be-

came my mother-in-law, for her faith,

strength, and willingness to listen to the

still, small voice. My life has been very

different because of the miraculous in-

sight of these great individuals.

Miracle of German reunification

In those years many Saints left

Europe to go to Zion. But then the

Brethren taught us that Zion could be

anywhere around the globe if we were
willing to establish it. The Saints had
faith and stayed, and Zion increased

in beauty and holiness. Stakes were
organized and strengthened. Neverthe-

less, Germany still had two completely

different political systems divided by

concrete-walled boundaries.

My eternal partner—my wife, Harriet

—encouraged me never to lose hope that

someday there would be one Germany
again. How grateful I am for her, her

love and partnership, and for our family.

In 1976, President Monson gave my
country a blessing with promises far be-

yond logical or political reasoning. It

was a prophetic promise which required

modern-day miracles. And the miracles

occurred.

In 1989 the Berlin Wall fell, and this

week, four years ago, Germany was re-

united. The borders were enlarged, and

Zion was enabled to put on her beautiful

garments. There are now two temples

in Germany, five temples in Europe, and

more to come. The kingdom of God is

expanding rapidly into the eastern parts

of Europe and even moving far beyond
geographic or political boundaries of

yesterday. Missionaries are now serv-

ing at places most of us have to look up
in dictionaries or cannot find easily on
maps.

I am grateful for the Saints in Eu-
rope, for their strong testimonies, which

are visible in the conduct of their every-

day lives. Their faith has given me com-
fort and security. Their examples have

helped me to find and keep the right

direction in days of challenge and ques-

tioning.

The gospel is the only valid basis

That dark night over the North At-

lantic, safely directing our big jet to its

destination, we had to be extremely care-

ful and precise in creating the naviga-

tional basis by entering the geographic

coordinates into the navigational refer-
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ence system. It had to be true and valid

because it was the foundation for all

future decisions. In 1979 a flight started

in New Zealand on wrong coordinates

and crashed into Mount Erebus at the

South Pole.

The gospel of Jesus Christ is the only

true and valid basis for our lives. If we
enter it into our system—into "all [our]

heart, might, mind and strength" (D&C
4:2)—we will know how to choose the

right and to whom to listen.

On long-range flights the shortwave

radio frequencies are often crowded, and

static distorts the messages. The same
is true for our lives. Everybody wants

to get their message across. We have to

train and condition ourselves to hear the

still, small voice, never to be distracted

or stop listening because of too much
static on that sacred frequency. This can

best be done by internalizing and acting

according to the moral and ethical stan-

dards we receive from the scriptures and

the living prophets.

From the Prophet Joseph Smith to

President Howard W. Hunter, we are

receiving updated sacred guidance ac-

cording to our needs and readiness. The
general conference messages by our
prophets, seers, and revelators are given

to us by the Lord in his own time, in his

own way, and for a very special purpose.

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, made
the miracle of forgiveness and redemp-
tion possible. This is truly the Church
of Jesus Christ; it proclaims a gospel of

joy, hope, courage, truth, love, and mir-

acles. This I bear humble witness of in

the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Monson

We have just listened to Bishop Rich-

ard C. Edgley, Second Counselor in the

Presiding Bishopric, and Elder Dieter F.

Uchtdorf of the Seventy.

The choir and congregation will now
joing in singing "Oh Say, What Is Truth?"

The choir and congregation sang
"Oh Say, What Is Truth?"

President Thomas S. Monson

My brother's keeper

President Hunter has invited me to

be the next speaker, and I'm pleased to

respond.

My dear brethren, I am confident

that you, as I, have seen the newscasts on
television and have heard them on radio,

have read feature articles published by

weekly and monthly magazines, and
have observed the glaring headlines in

daily newspapers. They all describe the

fighting in Bosnia, tribal conflicts in

Africa, and extensive flooding in Geor-

gia and Florida. The parade of devasta-

tion, loss of homes, damage to farms,

ruination of businesses, and, above all,

frightful human suffering and death con-

tinues almost without interruption.

After expressions of sorrow, the

shaking of one's head in incredible dis-

belief, and, yes, even the wringing of

the hands in frustration, the question is

asked, "When are they going to do some-
thing about this terrible suffering?"

Long years ago a similar question

was posed and preserved in holy writ,

even the Bible:

"And Cain talked with Abel his

brother: and it came to pass, when they

were in the field, that Cain rose up
against Abel his brother, and slew him.

"And the Lord said unto Cain,

Where is Abel thy brother? And he said,

I know not: Am I my brother's keeper?"

'

This evening I felt to present to you

a response to this question which repre-


