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has told us: "We have nothing to fear.

God is at the helm. . . . He will shower

down blessings upon those who walk in

obedience to His commandments" (in

Conference Report, Apr. 1995, p. 95; or

Ensign, May 1995, p. 71). It is my prayer

that we will seek the power of righteous-

ness in our lives by following the counsel

of the living prophet and by living the

teachings of our Savior, Jesus Christ, in

His name, amen.

President Hinckley

Elder Jack H Goaslind of the Presi-

dency of the Seventy has spoken to us,

followed by Sister Janette Hales Beck-

ham, general president of the Young
Women.

The choir and congregation will now
join in singing "Do What Is Right," fol-

lowing which we shall hear from Elder

W. Craig Zwick and then Elder Bruce D.

Porter, who were sustained as new mem-
bers of the Seventy during our April

conference.

The chorus and congregation sang

"Do What Is Right."

Elder W. Craig Zwick

Encircled in the Savior's love

My heart trembles with deep humil-

ity as I occupy this sacred spot for the

first time. I know with full assurance that

President Hinckley's voice and thoughts

represent the Savior's desires for each of

us.

On a beautiful summer morning our

family attended the Special Olympics to

watch our son Scott participate. The
Special Olympics are held each year to

allow people with disabilities to enjoy

friendly competition. We observed that

as the runners were taking their posi-

tions for the fifty-yard dash, they were

being encouraged by special friends af-

fectionately known as huggers. Seconds

before the start of the race, these hug-

gers took their places at the finish line of

the race. It didn't matter who crossed

the finish line first. What did matter was

that every runner completed the race

and that every runner received a con-

gratulatory hug. Both the courageous

runners and the caring huggers taught

important principles of truth.

The Lord spoke in plainness, "Be
faithful and diligent in keeping the com-

mandments of God, and I will encircle

thee in the arms of my love" (D&C 6:20).

We all want to feel the comfort of the

Savior's embrace.

Reach out to those with disabilities

During His ministry the Savior, with

great compassion, saw beyond the im-

perfections of body and mind and looked

upon the heart. Our discipleship in-

cludes the sacred responsibility to follow

His example of reaching out and loving

those with disabilities. Valiant disciples

seek meaningful ways to stretch their

souls in service and love to others.

Elder Richard G. Scott's counsel is

precise: "You become an instrument

through which the Lord can bless an-

other. The Spirit will let you feel the

Savior's concern and interest, then the

warmth and strength of His love" (in

Conference Report, Apr. 1994, p. 9; or

Ensign, May 1994, p. 9).

Our task, facilitated by prayer, is to

recognize even the slight limitations of

each person who may be suffering pain

or discouragement. It may be a minor
learning disability, dyslexia, or a slight
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hearing impairment. Without our help,

they may be unable to partake of the

Savior's goodness or enjoy the fulness of

life.

Each person wants to feel safe in

what is sometimes a very cruel, competi-

tive world. Everyone is of great worth

because each is a spirit child of God.

Include those with disabilities

Mary, a young girl with mental dis-

abilities and not a member of the Church,

was limited, but she wanted very much to

be included. Sensitive to her needs, sev-

eral young women invited her to partici-

pate in the ward road show. Her family

was invited to the performance. Mary's

father wanted to know more about a

church whose people cared enough about

his daughter to include her. The whole

family embraced the gospel and were
baptized.

Thank you to each thoughtful friend,

teacher, bishop, and all who ensure that

no one feels alone or out of place. There

is an ever-present need for meaningful

involvement. We are all enriched and
enhanced in the process.

Contributions of those with disabilities

Sister Navarro lives in a small village

in southern Chile. Her body is afflicted

with arthritis, and she suffers significant

pain as she walks with the help of a cane.

Every Sunday for nineteen years she has

taken the hand of her daughter who is

mentally disabled and, aided by a cane,

shuffled two miles to attend church. Her
calling as chorister in the Relief Society

means everything to dear Sister Navarro.

Her willingness to reach out to others is

like a magnet for others to be of help to

her disabled daughter.

The Savior in His infinite goodness

allows all to enjoy. "All men are privi-

leged the one like unto the other, and
none are forbidden" (2 Nephi 26:28).

Each person has unique gifts, and each

needs to contribute as well as receive.

Jamie Wheeler is an exceptional six-

teen-year-old. He was born with Down
syndrome. Jamie has a calling in the

ward and helps the bishop in other

meaningful ways. He participates ac-

tively in the Boy Scout program. Truly

he contributes and also receives genuine

love and appreciation.

Learning from those with disabilities

The Prophet Joseph Smith taught,

"All the minds and spirits that God ever

sent into the world are susceptible of en-

largement" {Teachings of the Prophet

Joseph Smith, sel. Joseph Fielding Smith

[Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1938],

p. 354).

Our lives are blessed as we learn

lessons from trusted friends whose dis-

abilities and humility invite the Spirit.

They teach us a new dimension of faith,

courage, patience, love, and individual

worth.

Four young men with severe disabil-

ities work in the Sao Paulo Temple.
Each has a different challenge, but each

is blessing the lives of thousands as they

contribute to the sweet spirit within this

beautiful temple. "Remember the worth

of souls is great in the sight of God"
(D&C 18:10).

My soul is stirring with deep appre-

ciation and love for our oldest son, Scott,

mentally disabled from birth. His cour-

age and love have allowed many friends

and each member of our family to feel

through the Spirit "the Savior's concern

and interest, then the warmth and
strength of His love" (Richard G. Scott,

in Conference Report, Apr. 1994, p. 9;

or Ensign, May 1994, p. 9). I am grateful

for my eternal companion, Jan, whose
faith and tender love for each of our chil-

dren has made our home a peaceful set-

ting. She truly looks for ways to make
each child of God feel comforted.
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The Savior's compassion

Ponder in your hearts the feelings of

the Savior as He expresses His love for

each child of God:
"They were in tears, and did look

steadfastly upon him as if they would ask

him to tarry a little longer with them.

"And he said unto them: Behold, my
bowels are filled with compassion to-

wards you.

"Have ye any that are . . . afflicted in

any manner? Bring them hither and I

will heal them, for I have compassion
upon you. . .

.

"... I see that your faith is sufficient

that I should heal you" (3 Nephi 17:5-8).

I pray that our faith may be sufficient

for each of us to feel encircled in the arms

of our Savior's love. I know that our Sav-

ior lives and that He intimately knows
each of us. In the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

Elder Bruce D. Porter

Our similarities to the prodigal son

The parable of the prodigal son is

a parable of us all. It reminds us that

we are, in some measure, prodigal sons

and daughters of our Father in Heaven.

For, as the Apostle Paul wrote, "all have

sinned, and come short of the glory of

God" (Romans 3:23).

Like the errant son of the Savior's

parable, we have come to "a far country"

(Luke 15:13) separated from our pre-

mortal home. Like the prodigal, we
share in a divine inheritance, but by our

sins we squander a portion thereof and

experience a "mighty famine" (v. 14) of

spirit. Like him, we learn through pain-

ful experience that worldly pleasures

and pursuits are of no more worth than

the husks of corn that swine eat. We
yearn to be reconciled with our Father

and return to His home.

How long we have wandered
As strangers in sin,

And cried in the desert for thee!

["Redeemer of Israel," Hymns, no. 6]

The Father's Eldest Son redeemed us

In the parable of the prodigal son,

only the eldest son remains true to his

father; in his own words, "Neither trans-

gressed I at any time thy commandment"

(Luke 15:29). Similarly, in the plan of

salvation the Firstborn of the Father is

sinless and without spot. Yet there is a

vital difference. In the parable, the el-

dest son is jealous of the attention paid

to the returning prodigal. In the plan of

salvation, however, the Eldest Son makes
possible the return of the prodigals.

The Father sends Him forth to re-

deem His sons and daughters from bond-

age. The Eldest is filled with compassion.

"I will save them out of all their dwelling-

places, wherein they have sinned, and will

cleanse them" (Ezekiel 37:23). He jour-

neys the long distance to find and bring

home the prodigal ones. And there He
finds us weary, hungry, and downtrod-

den. He feeds us and gives us drink. He
lives among us and shares our burdens.

Then, in a final act of supreme love, the

Eldest Son takes of His own wealth and,

one by one, He ransoms us. In order to

pay the fulness of our debt, He is com-
pelled to sacrifice His own fortune, yea,

all that He has, every whit.

There are those who refuse the prof-

fered ransom. Chained by pride, they

prefer bondage to repentance. But those

who accept of His offering and forsake

their errant ways receive healing at His

hands and liberty as His gift. These He
leads back to the Father with songs of

everlasting joy.


