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him" (D&C 20:77). The Savior himself

has said that we should partake "with an

eye single to my glory—remembering
unto the Father my body which was laid

down for you, and my blood which was

shed for the remission of your sins"

(D&C 27:2).

I pray that we will also partake of

the sacrament with the submissive man-
ner that will help us accept and serve in

Church callings in order to comply with

our solemn covenant to take His name
and His work upon us. I also plead for us

to comply with our solemn covenant to

keep His commandments.

Promises of the sacrament

To those brothers and sisters who
may have allowed themselves to become
lax in this vital renewal of the covenants

of the sacrament, I plead in words of the

First Presidency that you "come back

and feast at the table of the Lord, and

taste again the sweet and satisfying fruits

of fellowship with the saints" ("An Invi-

tation to Come Back," Church News, 22

Dec. 1985, 3). Let us qualify ourselves

for our Savior's promise that by partak-

ing of the sacrament we will "be filled"

(3 Nephi 20:8; see also 3 Nephi 18:9),

which means that we will be "filled with

the Spirit" (3 Nephi 20:9). That Spirit

—

the Holy Ghost—is our comforter, our

direction finder, our communicator, our

interpreter, our witness, and our purifier

—our infallible guide and sanctifier for

our mortal journey toward eternal life.

Any who may have thought it a small

thing to partake of the sacrament should

remember the Lord's declaration that

the foundation of a great work is laid by

small things, for "out of small things pro-

ceedeth that which is great" (D&C 64:33).

Out of the seemingly small act of con-

sciously and reverently renewing our bap-

tismal covenants comes a renewal of the

blessings of baptism by water and by the

Spirit, that we may always have His Spirit

to be with us. In this way all of us will be

guided, and in this way all of us can be
cleansed. That we may qualify for these

precious blessings is my humble prayer,

in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

The choir sang "Consider the Lilies."

President Hinckley

Elder Dallin H. Oaks of the Quo-
rum of the Twelve Apostles has spoken

to us. The choir then sang "Consider the

Lilies."

The choir and congregation will now
join in singing "High on the Mountain
Top." We shall then hear from Bishop

Richard C. Edgley, First Counselor in

the Presiding Bishopric.

The choir and congregation sang
"High on the Mountain Top."

Bishop Richard C. Edgley

"We care enough to send our very best"

Today I would like to address my re-

marks to those not of our faith who are

joining us in these proceedings. I speak

as one of approximately 100,000 mothers

and fathers of more than 50,000 mission-

aries from our Church who are serving

the Lord in all parts of the world. Para-

phrasing the slogan of a prominent greet-

ing card company, "We care enough to

send our very best." 1
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The parents I speak for today come
from all parts of the world. They come
from the plains of Iowa and the streets of

the Bronx. They come from the cities of

Peru and Bolivia. They come from the

rolling mountains of the Ozarks and the

jungles of Colombia and Kenya. They
come from every economic, social back-

ground there is. Yet they all have one

common trait: "They cared enough to

send their very best." Yes, we send to you

for two years our choice young men and

women at the dawn of their adulthood.

We send to you our children, whom we
have loved, taught, and nurtured.

We rejoice in their successes, we suf-

fer their discouragements and setbacks,

and we pray for them continually. In

short, we have the same loving feelings,

emotions, and dreams for them as you

have for your children.

We send these young men, young
women, and mature couples to all parts

of the world, wherever hosting govern-

ments and countries will welcome them.

They live under all sorts of conditions,

almost always substantially below the

comforts to which they are accustomed.

They often live in unfamiliar environ-

ments, which are sometimes unfriendly

to those who would teach the saving

truths of Jesus Christ.

To the many thousands of you not of

our faith who have befriended these

young people, we give our most sincere

thanks and we pray that God's choicest

blessings will be with you.

Serving a mission takes commitment

The call to serve a mission seldom

comes at a convenient time. Most mis-

sionaries are just a year out of high

school. Many have just begun their uni-

versity studies. Some have delayed or

even forgone promising professions.

Cars are sold, sweethearts are put on
hold, college is delayed, scholarships are

forfeited, careers are postponed. Behind

each missionary is a private story of years

of personal commitment, preparation,

personal sacrifice, and examples of love

for the Savior. And there are those wor-

thy young men and young women who
have in their hearts the greatest desire to

serve a mission, but because of physical,

health, or other limiting circumstances

are honorably excused.

A missionary's life is not an easy

one. After preparing through childhood

and teen years by studying the scrip-

tures, preparing financially, and main-

taining personal worthiness (including

sexual purity and abstinence from to-

bacco, alcohol, and drugs), missionaries

enter one of several missionary training

centers scattered throughout the world.

This is the only formal training they will

receive—three weeks if they are called

to serve in a country of their native lan-

guage, or two months if they must learn

a foreign language. Their day in the mis-

sion field is demanding. It begins every

morning at 6:30 a.m. with two hours of

study, a dozen hours of hard and often

discouraging work, continuing until bed-

time—about 10:00 p.m. Their work con-

sists mostly of proselyting and teaching

but also includes a generous amount of

time for voluntary community service.

They can be seen teaching English in

foreign lands, donating time in hospitals

and retirement homes, serving meals at

homeless shelters, or doing other service

for the benefit of the community. They
have part of one day a week for personal

preparedness, letter writing, and some
relaxation and recreation. Excluded from
their mission are dating, secular music,

beaches, swimming, and many other ac-

tivities considered normal for young men
and women of this age.

An opportunity to show love

Some outside our Church may feel

that a mission is a great and unreason-

able sacrifice. Our missionaries do not

view it as a sacrifice. They view it as an

opportunity to manifest their love to the
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Savior, who charged, "Go ye into all the

world, and preach the gospel to every

creature" (Mark 16:15). They see it as an

opportunity to express their love to all

mankind. They see it as an opportunity

to testify of Jesus Christ, the Son of the

Living God, the Redeemer of the world.

They see it as an opportunity to build

faith in Christ and to teach His saving

and comforting doctrine. I see it as truly

one of the distinguishing characteristics

of true Christianity. I see these young
missionaries as true Christian servants

exemplifying the highest Christian prin-

ciples by testifying of and serving our

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

They just keep coming—today more
than 50,000, tomorrow more than 60,000,

and then 70,000 young men, young
women, and couples serving all over the

world. At a time when so many young
men and women of this age are search-

ing, wandering aimlessly, and struggling

with the meaning and purpose of life,

tens of thousands are fully devoted to

this great cause of serving the Lord. They
prepare, they sacrifice, and they come.

They come because they believe in God,
and they believe in the brotherhood of

all mankind.

Why our missionaries serve

Some have questioned why our mis-

sionaries would be sent to all parts of the

world, even among our fellow Christians.

In the third chapter of John, verse 16, we
read the familiar scripture, "For God so

loved the world, that he gave his only be-

gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in

him should not perish, but have everlast-

ing life." Our missionaries go to all na-

tions and all people because they have a

firm, unshakable testimony that God still

loves the world and that He has spoken

again as an indication of that love. He
has restored precious truths lost over the

centuries of Christian persecution, dark

ages, and years of confusion—truths that

are essential to our peace and happiness.

These are truths so essential to our eter-

nal salvation that our loving Father re-

stored them in their completeness. After

Christ's ministry and ascension to heaven,

the Apostle Peter prophesied of a resti-

tution of all things before Christ would
return for His Second Coming. He said:

"And he shall send Jesus Christ,

which before was preached unto you:

"Whom the heaven must receive un-

til the times of restitution of all things"

(Acts 3:20-21; italics added).

These missionaries go into all the

world full of love and faith because they

know of the fulfillment of Peter's proph-

ecy of a restitution of all things. They tes-

tify of a restoration that is so marvelous

that only the hand of God could be its

author—so miraculous that it can be be-

lieved only if one understands the pow-
ers of God and His love for all mankind
—a story so divine that the truth of it can

be truly accepted only through the per-

sonal manifestation of the Holy Ghost,

which the Savior promised as His way
of testifying of the truth to those who
prayerfully seek it.

What our missionaries will bring you

Our missionaries do not attempt to

take away any precious truths, values, or

principles that have led so many of you
to a life of righteous service and devo-

tion to the Savior. Rather, they come to

your homes to present further evidence,

additional scripture, that God lives, that

Jesus is the Christ, who indeed hung
upon the cross and atoned for our sins.

They bring a message of confirmation of

His life and magnification of His good-

ness and love.

They will testify to you of a mar-
velous vision, considered miraculous in

today's world of doubt, yet which would
easily be accepted if it had occurred 2,000

years ago. These missionaries will ex-

plain how God and Christ appeared to

a young boy only 14 years of age to com-
mence this Restoration. They will tell
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you about other heavenly messengers
who have come to restore Christ's au-

thority, doctrine, and teachings in their

completeness and simplicity. They will

tell you of events and truths so beautiful

and wonderful, so marvelous that you
will thrill as they unfold before you.

The missionaries will explain to you

the very purpose of this life that we
call mortality. They will help you under-

stand where we came from, why we are

here, and why it is necessary and even

desirable to experience the vicissitudes

of mortality, including suffering, pain,

temptation, and death, as well as joy and

happiness. They will explain how through

Christ's teachings, one finds peace and

direction in a sometimes troubled and
turbulent world. Perhaps most impor-

tant of all, they will explain God's view

of the importance and sanctity of the

family. To husbands and wives who love

each other and who love their children,

there will be a message of how you can

have your families forever—eternally

—

beyond the grave. And finally, they will

explain how you can gain your personal

witness as to the truthfulness of these

things.

Listen to the message and pray

And so, we do "care enough to send

our very best." To all of you who are not

of our faith, when two young men dressed

in white shirts and ties, two lovely young

women, or a noble couple knock at your

door and introduce themselves as repre-

sentatives of The Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints, may I invite you to

let them in. Listen to their message and

evaluate for yourself. May I suggest that

you not just accept their message but that

you inquire fervently of our Father in

Heaven as to its truthfulness and its value

to you and your family, for He is the au-

thor of all truth and has promised His

witness to those who earnestly seek it.

I testify to you that the Spirit has

borne witness to me that these things are

true. The Spirit has borne witness to

over 50,000 missionaries and 100,000

parents and thousands of family mem-
bers who are sacrificing and giving their

most precious gift of all to bring this

message to you. We jointly testify that

the Spirit will bear witness to you if you
will receive the message and ask Heav-
enly Father for a personal confirmation

of its truthfulness.

I add my solemn testimony to that of

our missionaries, their parents, and mil-

lions of others who have received this

same witness—that God lives, that Jesus

is the Christ. He is our Savior, our Re-
deemer, and He loves us—every one of

us—and He has restored His gospel in

its fulness. In the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

NOTE
1. Hallmark Cards, Inc.

President Hinckley

Bishop Richard C. Edgley, First

Counselor in the Presiding Bishopric,

has just spoken to us.

We will now be pleased to hear El-

der Robert D. Hales of the Quorum of

the Twelve Apostles.


