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Listening to the voice of the Lord

I have been reflecting lately on the

importance that listening to the voice of

the Lord has had in my life and in the

lives of other people, especially when this

voice comes through His servants and

under the influence of the Holy Ghost.

The fact that I am able to be here

this afternoon is a blessing for which I

must express appreciation to my parents,

who, many years ago when the missionar-

ies came to them, heard for the first time

the voice of the Lord through His ser-

vants and hearkened to it. That changed

the course of their lives and was a great

influence in the lives of their children

and grandchildren.

Growing up in the Church in Uru-

guay and being a witness of this wonder-

ful work in other countries of South
America, I have carefully observed the

effect that diligently and humbly listen-

ing to the voice of the Lord has had in

the lives of people. I observed the same
effect when I went back to live in Spain

and saw the change produced in the

lives of people when they diligently lis-

tened to the servants of the Lord and

developed sufficient faith to obey the

commandments. As Paul wrote to the

Romans, "So then faith cometh by hear-

ing, and hearing by the word of God"
(Romans 10:17).

The same promise that the people of

ancient Israel received is valid today:

"And it shall come to pass, if thou

shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of

the Lord thy God, to observe and to do

all his commandments which I command
thee this day, that the Lord thy God will

set thee on high above all nations of the

earth:

"And all these blessings shall come
on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt

hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy

God" (Deuteronomy 28:1-2).

Admonition repeated in all dispensations

The admonition to listen attentively

to the word of the Lord has been re-

peated in all dispensations. In His earthly

ministry, the Savior frequently declared

these words: "He that hath ears to hear,

let him hear" (Matthew 11:15; see also

13:9, 43; Mark 4:23; Luke 8:8; 14:35). He
also taught that "he that heareth my
word, and believeth on him that sent me,

hath everlasting life" (John 5:24).

The preface the Lord gave to the

Doctrine and Covenants, which we know
as section 1, begins by saying, "Hearken,

O ye people of my church, saith the voice

of him who dwells on high, and whose
eyes are upon all men; yea, verily I say:

Hearken ye people from afar; and ye that

are upon the islands of the sea, listen to-

gether" (D&C 1:1).

King Benjamin began his powerful

sermon with these words: "You that can

hear my words which I shall speak unto

you this day; for I have not commanded
you to come up hither to trifle with the

words which I shall speak, but that you
should hearken unto me, and open your

ears that ye may hear, and your hearts

that ye may understand, and your minds
that the mysteries of God may be un-

folded to your view" (Mosiah 2:9).

This admonition to open our ears to

listen does not always receive the same
response. While some people indicate a

willingness to listen attentively and to

be obedient to the words of the Lord,

others seem to close their ears, not want-

ing to hear or to obey. There are others

who are slow to hear but who eventually

do listen and become obedient. For all

of these people, the result of their atti-

tudes concerning the voice of the Lord
will bring into their lives consequences

which, in many instances, may be of an

eternal nature.
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Saul's pride is an obstacle to listening A widow in Zarephath listens

An example of those who close their

ears can be found in chapter 15 of 1 Sam-
uel when Saul, who had been anointed

king over Israel, set aside the counsel

and warnings of the prophet of the Lord
and tried to justify the error of his ways.

Samuel the prophet reproved Saul and

taught him that "to obey is better than

sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of

rams." He then indicated to Saul the

consequences of his attitude: "Because

thou hast rejected the word of the Lord,

he hath also rejected thee from being

king" (1 Samuel 15:22-23). From the ex-

ample of Saul we learn that pride is a

great obstacle in listening to the voice of

the Lord.

Naaman is persuaded to listen

In chapter 5 of 2 Kings we read the

story of Naaman, a general in the Syrian

army who sought help from the prophet

Elisha to be healed of his leprosy. The
prophet sent one of his servants to say to

Naaman, "Go and wash in Jordan seven

times, and thy flesh shall come again to

thee, and thou shalt be clean" (2 Kings

5:10). This response was not pleasing

to Naaman, who went away in anger.

Thanks to the intervention of his ser-

vants, who persuaded Naaman to follow

the instructions of the prophet, finally

"went he down, and dipped himself

seven times in Jordan, according to the

saying of the man of God: and his flesh

came again like unto the flesh of a little

child, and he was clean" (v. 14).

From his experience we learn that

frequently the words of the prophets do

not agree with our expectations or with

our way of seeing things. Sometimes it

seems that we need someone else, in ad-

dition to the prophets, to persuade us to

listen to the voice of the Lord.

In chapter 17 of 1 Kings we read
about a humble widow who lived in Zar-

ephath during a time of great scarcity of

food because of the drought. This hum-
ble woman possessed no more than a

handful of meal and a little oil for herself

and for her son. With these she planned

to prepare a final meal and then die. The
prophet Elijah asked her to first give

him something to eat, with the promise

that if she did so the meal and the oil

would not decrease until it rained again:

"And she went and did according to

the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and
her house, did eat many days.

"And the barrel of meal wasted not,

neither did the cruse of oil fail, accord-

ing to the word of the Lord, which he

spake by Elijah" (1 Kings 17:15-16).

Thus we see how, when people listen

to and accept with humility and simple

faith the words of the prophets, they re-

ceive the Lord's blessings.

Develop the ability to hear

In summary, the voice of the Lord
may be received by listening to the Lord's

servants, studying the scriptures, and be-

ing prompted through the inspiration of

the Holy Ghost. And for those who not

only hear but also hearken to the Lord's

voice, the Lord calls them "mine elect,"

"for mine elect hear my voice and harden
not their hearts" (D&C 29:7).

I believe that our ability and our will-

ingness to hear can be increased and that

our ears can be opened to hear clearly

the voice of the Lord. In section 136,

verse 32, we find a guideline which will

help us do this: "Let him that is ignorant

learn wisdom by humbling himself and
calling upon the Lord his God, that his

eyes may be opened that he may see, and
his ears opened that he may hear" (D&C
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136:32). Through humility and prayer

we can develop and improve our capacity

to be attentive to the words of life which

will bless our lives and the lives of our

families.

This conference is a great opportu-

nity to listen to the voice of the Lord, to

follow the counsel given, and to give heed

to the teachings we are receiving. I know
that God the Eternal Father lives, that

Jesus Christ also lives and is our Savior,

our Redeemer. I know that President

Gordon B. Hinckley is a prophet of the

Lord and that this is the true Church.
I testify of the truthfulness of the Book of

Mormon and of the divinely ordained

role of the Prophet Joseph Smith. I testify

of this in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Monson

Thank you. We have just listened to

Elder Francisco J. Vinas of the Seventy.

Elder W. Rolfe Kerr, who was also

sustained as a Seventy at April confer-

ence, will now speak to us.

Elder Wm. Rolfe Kerr

I acknowledge this call to serve with

gratitude for the many teachers, leaders,

and friends who have touched my life.

This call brings with it an increased sense

of love and gratitude for goodly parents,

my wonderful wife and family, and a

marvelous corps of faithful missionaries

with whom we served in the Texas Dal-

las Mission. This call also brings an in-

creased sense of love and appreciation

for the life and teachings of the Savior,

from which we learn principles that

should govern our lives.

"Behold your little ones"

Following His Crucifixion and Res-

urrection, Jesus Christ visited, taught,

and blessed the righteous inhabitants of

ancient America. The Book of Mormon
records those glorious events and stands

as another testament of the divinity of

Jesus Christ and of the reality of His

Resurrection. As the Savior taught and

blessed those faithful people, He invited

them to bring their little children to Him
and to set them round about Him. He
then knelt and prayed with words so

marvelous and great they could not be

written—words which filled the souls of

the people with inconceivable joy. The

sacred record tells us that Jesus said unto

the multitude:

"Blessed are ye because of your faith.

And now behold, my joy is full.

"And when he had said these words,

he wept, and the multitude bare record

of it, and he took their little children, one

by one, and blessed them, and prayed
unto the Father for them.

"And when he had done this he wept
again;

"And he spake unto the multitude,

and said unto them: Behold your little

ones" (3 Nephi 17:20-23; italics added).

When the Savior invited the multi-

tude to behold their little ones, was He
speaking in the collective sense of a

group of little children? Or was He draw-

ing their attention, and ours, to the indi-

vidual nature and importance of each of

those little ones—each of those little in-

dividuals? I believe that by His example

the Savior was teaching us of the individ-

ual and tender care we should give to

each one of our little children—indeed

to each of our Heavenly Father's chil-

dren. It may be the lovable toddler or the

wayward teen, the grieving widow or the

grateful woman for whom all is well. It

may even be your own son or daughter

or your own husband or wife. Each is


