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guideline and standard by which we live

in our homes and raise our children.

Our homes should be a sanctuary

Our homes can be, and should be, a

refuge and a sanctuary from the trou-

bled world we live in; may we make them
such by striving daily to keep sacred the

holy covenants we have made.

May we join with John of old who
said, "I have no greater joy than to hear

that my children walk in truth," 13
I

humbly pray in the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.
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Elder Richard J. Maynes

Celestial goals and everyday life

Brothers and sisters, this afternoon I

would like to direct my message toward

the young men and young women who
are growing up in these troubled times.

Many of you young people have estab-

lished, at least in the back of your minds,

lofty goals which probably include mis-

sions, education, temple marriage, suc-

cessful careers, and, of course, the safe

return to your Heavenly Father's pres-

ence in the celestial kingdom.

One of the great challenges of being

a teenager is successfully connecting

these celestial goals with your everyday

life. This is difficult because our lives are

jammed so full of worldly stuff. You're

involved with schoolwork; dozens of

activities which include music, dance,

sports, various clubs; and, of course,

many throughout the world work part-

time jobs as well. Mixed in with this

hectic schedule are weekend activities

such as games, dances, Scouting activi-

ties, and parties. Everywhere you go

you're bombarded with temptation from

peers, television, movies, and music.

Wow! What an adventure!

The real trick is trying to balance the

importance of what is happening next

Friday night with what's going to be hap-

pening 2, 5, or 10 years from now. You
might be asking, "What does Friday

night have to do with two years from

now?" Well, it could have a lot to do
with it, depending on where you are and

what you are doing.

If you want to reach your potential

in the future, if you want to become the

person the Lord wants you to be, you

had better work on it today, because it is

a true principle that we become what we
do. If we want to be a successful univer-

sity student, we had better be successful

in high school. If we want to live a celes-

tial life in the hereafter, we had better
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live a celestial life here on earth. Our
futures are truly connected to our past.

Future success built during teenage years

One of the great purposes of the

gospel of Jesus Christ is to teach us of

our eternal potentials. The purpose of

the organization of the Church of Jesus

Christ is to help us reach that potential.

It is important for you young people

to recognize that the foundation of your

future success, both temporally and
spiritually, is being built while in your

teenage years. If those years are frac-

tured with sin and go unrepaired, then

the structure of your life will be built

upon a weakened foundation. Your fu-

ture will be less secure and certainly

more stressful.

Connecting daily life with lofty goals

We all realize that in today's society,

the family, and particularly our youth, is

under assault throughout the entire

world. The prophet Isaiah saw our day

and that it would be a day turned upside

down. This prophecy and warning is

found in Isaiah 5:20-21:

"Woe unto them that call evil good,

and good evil; that put darkness for

light, and light for darkness; that put bit-

ter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!

"Woe unto them that are wise in

their own eyes, and prudent in their own
sight!"

As young people growing up in this

upside-down world, you have quite a

challenge confronting the various pres-

sures of modern-day life. How will you
make it through your teenage years

spiritually prepared for your celestial

future? How will you connect your celes-

tial goals with your everyday life?

I have yet to meet a businessman,

educator, artist, or athlete who has at-

tained a high level of excellence in their

chosen field who has not successfully

been able to connect the vision of their

future to their everyday life. It is very

likely that a goal or vision not connected

to everyday life by specific action will be-

come just another unrealized dream with

nothing more than hope to support it.

So how is it done? How do we con-

nect our hectic daily life to these lofty

celestial goals? The answer is simple.

Continual daily dedication

Let's take an example we can all

relate to. Suppose you have a midterm
test coming up in geometry in two

weeks. One of your goals is to get an A
in geometry. How do you go about

reaching that goal? Do you wait until the

last minute and cram the night before

the test? This technique is filled with

risk. Instead of truly understanding the

material, the attempt is to learn enough

that somehow you can make it through

the test successfully. Unfortunately, in-

stead of being totally prepared and con-

fident about the subject, you walk into

the classroom a little bit nervous, with a

lot of hope that the teacher will ask you

the questions which you happen to

know. I have a feeling I'm not the only

one here today who has experienced this

uneasy feeling.

Now let's take another student who,

with the same goal of attaining an A in

geometry, realizes that he doesn't want to

count on the intangibles of luck and
hope. So, instead of cramming, he or she

sets aside a little time every day to calmly

and in depth study the subject. This gives

the necessary time to digest and properly

understand the material. If confusion

arises on any given topic, there's plenty of

time to ask the teacher for help. What's

the result from this second technique? A
deeper understanding of the material?

Increased self-confidence going into the

test? Less reliance on hope? I think so.

Is it actually possible to go into the

classroom knowing beforehand that you

will get an A on the test because of your
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preparation? I know it is. I've seen it

done.

Therefore, if you want to get an A in

the classroom, continual daily dedica-

tion is the answer. If you want to get an

A in your celestial goals, the same daily

technique needs to be applied.

Young friends, it is very difficult to

cram for a mission, and it is equally diffi-

cult to cram for a temple marriage. Don't

take the risk. Be wise. Prepare yourselves

daily. Study the scriptures. Communicate
with your Heavenly Father in prayer.

Attend seminary. Keep yourselves clean

and prepared. Understand that what
happens on Friday night will ultimately

impact your celestial future.

You will receive celestial blessings

If these seemingly little things seem
tiresome, tedious, or time consuming,

carry on! The little things that confound

the wise also confound Satan. Remem-
ber, celestial blessings are on their way.

How else can you protect yourself

against the pressures and evils of the

world? Three hours of church on Sun-

day? Not likely. Just like in your studies,

a concerted daily effort is the only sure

way to come out victorious. The Lord
wants you to succeed, and He will be
with you. He will help you and support

and sustain you in your time of need if

you are true to His plan. If you stay close

to Him on a daily basis, He will stay

close to you, and you will reap untold

blessings in every aspect of your life, es-

pecially the most important, the spiri-

tual.

And when the day comes to enter

the classroom door of the temple, you
will be at peace, your conscience will be

clean, your self-confidence high, and you

will know in your heart that you will

receive an A in the most important of all

your subjects: your celestial future.

Young brothers and sisters, it will

ultimately be your love of the Lord
which will help you commit and then

stay true to your celestial daily plan. I

know the Lord lives and His desire and

hope for us all is a celestial future. In the

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Monson

Elders Eran A. Call and Richard J.

Maynes of the Seventy have spoken to us.

Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin of the

Quorum of the Twelve Apostles will be

our next speaker, and he will be followed

by Elder Richard G. Scott, also of the

Quorum of the Twelve, who will be our

concluding speaker at this session.

Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin

My beloved brothers and sisters, it is

a privilege for me to meet together with

you in another general conference of the

Church. In these wonderful gatherings, I

love to hear the word of the Lord and
feel the presence of His Spirit. My heart

is warmed by the fellowship we share as

Latter-day Saints.

Companionship with the Saints

One of the many benefits of mem-
bership in the Church is that of compan-

ionship with the Saints. During the time

of my assignment in Europe, we held

memorable stake conferences for the

military servicemen in Germany. Many
of our good brothers and sisters drove

long distances to attend the meetings. A
number of them arrived the night before

and slept on the floor of the cultural

hall. No matter the sacrifice, they came
with glad hearts seeking the companion-
ship of fellow Latter-day Saints and the

chance to be instructed and edified by


