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President Faust

It will now be our pleasure to hear

from Elder Athos M. Amorim of the

Seventy. He will be followed by Elder

Val R. Christensen of the Seventy. El-

ders Amorim and Christensen were sus-

tained as members of the Seventy at

April conference.

Elder Athos M. Amorim

Dear brothers, sisters, and friends,

I am sure you can realize what my feel-

ings are as for the first time I come to

this pulpit, where sacred words have

been spoken by the servants of the Lord.

My heart is filled with gratitude to

my Heavenly Father for the many bless-

ings in my life; to the Lord Jesus Christ

for His love and Atonement for me; to

my dear wife, children, and grandchil-

dren for the love and support I have al-

ways received from them.

Obedience and service

On an outside wall of the Brazilian

Army Academy, cadets can read the

words "You will command. So learn to

obey!" Early in life I learned that obedi-

ence is a great virtue, essential to our

progress. I am not talking about blind

obedience but the obedience that allows

us to reach a higher and more spiritual

level in life, using our agency to do the

will of the Lord. The Prophet Joseph

Smith taught that "when we obtain any

blessing from God, it is by obedience to

that law upon which it is predicated"

(D&C 130:21). President Hinckley re-

stated in 1982 that "all blessings are

[predicated] upon . . . obedience to [the]

law" (What of the Mormons? [pamphlet,

1982], 6). The greatest example of obedi-

ence was given by the Lord Jesus Christ

when He said, "Nevertheless not my will,

but thine, be done" (Luke 22:42).

Something else I learned in the army
is that soldiers in my country do not use

the verb to work when they talk about

their assignments. Rather, they use the

verb to serve, helping them to always re-

member the commitment to serve our

people and our country. In Church ser-

vice this definition is enlarged to include

a meaning closer to the teachings of the

Lord—that is, to serve His children wher-

ever they may live.

Today almost 60,000 missionaries

serve in many countries, most of them in

environments very different from their

own. In the Sao Paulo Temple, as well as

in other temples, many brothers and sis-

ters are willing to make any sacrifice to

serve in the house of the Lord.

An example of service

Many times the most beautiful ex-

amples of obedience and service are

given by ordinary people who live close

to us. Sister Ana Rita de Jesus, an el-

derly widow, lived in Anapolis, Brazil.

She could not read or write. The mis-

sionaries would go to her home every

week to read the scriptures to her. She
was loving and kind. Every Sunday she

would ask the missionaries to help her

fill out a tithing slip. Sometimes her
tithing and offerings were not more than

a few cents, but she knew the law and
wanted to obey it. After paying her tith-

ing, she would walk into the room where
the sacrament meeting was held in the

rented house used as a chapel and would
place a flower on the pulpit. In doing

so, she served her brothers and sisters,

bringing beauty to the place where we
worshiped the Lord.

That sister, in a very simple way,

taught us obedience and service through
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her faith. She knew that obeying the

commandments is the best preparation

to serve. President Monson advised us in

the last April general conference to

"obey the commandments" and "serve

with love" (in Conference Report, Apr.

1998, 63; or Ensign, May 1998, 47). Sister

Ana Rita did so throughout her life.

Desire to obey and serve God

When I was called to serve as a Gen-

eral Authority, I had an interview with

President Faust. He noticed that I was
concerned because I felt inadequate for

such a call. In his tender way, President

Faust told me, "Athos, be yourself. Be
yourself." That night I lay awake in bed,

thinking of my new responsibilities and

of President Faust's words. And I prayed.

I asked myself, Who am I? And the an-

swer came as clear and bright as the

dawn of that brand-new day. I am, like

each one of you, a child of God who
wants to obey the Lord and serve wher-

ever He sends me and thus be a better

child of our Heavenly Father and a faith-

ful member of the true Church of Jesus

Christ.

I know that Jesus Christ lives and
that He is the head of this Church.
I know He is our Savior and Redeemer. I

know that Joseph Smith was the Prophet

of the Restoration and that President

Gordon B. Hinckley is the prophet called

by the Lord to preside over the Church
today. Of this I bear witness in the name
of Jesus Christ, amen.

Elder Val R. Christensen

When a member of the Church is

called to challenging responsibilities, it

is only natural to reflect upon the events

and people who brought him to this

point in his life. The call to serve in the

Seventy offers a chance to express ap-

preciation to friends, family—especially

my wife, Ruth Ann—and to the mission-

aries in the Arizona Phoenix Mission.

I love all of you. I look forward also to

serving the wonderful people of the Phil-

ippines.

Overcoming discouragement

Some years ago I was invited to par-

ticipate in a fireside in which I outlined

ways for people to overcome discour-

agement. At the beginning of the pre-

sentation, I invited those who were in

attendance to write on a card a major

challenge they were facing, one they

would feel comfortable in having me
share anonymously with other members
of the group. When the problems came

forward, I was overcome by the signi-

ficant issues faced by members who
looked in control of their lives. Here are

some they listed:

1. My farm is not making any money.
2. My son has a terminal illness.

3. Friction with a teenage child.

4. My oldest son is nearly blind.

5. Learning to accept the death of

my son.

6. My husband sees the flaws but

doesn't see the lovely things as much.
Many of us face significant chal-

lenges. Even the great prophet Enoch
expressed sadness when he viewed the

wickedness of the world: "And as Enoch
saw this, he had bitterness of soul, and
wept over his brethren, and said unto the

heavens: I will refuse to be comforted;

but the Lord said unto Enoch: Lift up
your heart, and be glad; and look" (Moses

7:44).

There are at least three steps to take

when striving to overcome discourage-

ment:


