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Follow the teachings of our modern-

day prophet. He is inspired of the Lord to

teach us those things that are necessary

for us to live happily and righteously.

A generation chosen, blessed by the Lord

My wonderful young brothers in the

gospel, I love you and have great respect

for you! You have been told often, and

I will say it again: You are a chosen gen-

eration. You have been raised up by the

Lord to carry His Church and kingdom
into the 21st century. You have been cho-

sen by the Lord to come forth on the

earth when wickedness and evil are very

powerful. But you are up to the challenge.

"I have every reason to regard you,"

said President Gordon B. Hinckley, "as

the greatest generation we've ever had
in this Church—notwithstanding all of

the temptations which you face." 12

That does not mean you will not face

your share of heartache, challenges, and
trial. Since the days when I first stuffed

cotton into my ice skates and put on
oversized shoulder pads and helmet, my
life has been filled with experiences and

challenges that seemed at the time too

big for me. Even today I can't help but

feel, every now and again, that the size

of the mantle I have been asked to wear
is perhaps too large.

But every day I try to put Heavenly

Father first in my life, I try to come unto

Christ and follow Him as my Savior and

Redeemer, I nurture the companionship

of the Holy Ghost, love and revere the

Prophet Joseph, and listen to and fol-

low God's prophet today. As I do those

things, I am confident the Lord will bless

me.

Even after all these years, I can still

hear the voice of my mother: "Be grateful

for what you have, Joseph. Don't worry;

you'll grow into it."

It is my prayer that we may all grow

into the priesthood and be the kind of

men our Heavenly Father wants us to be,

I pray in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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President Hinckley

Thank you, Brother Wirthlin. Our
next speaker will be Bishop Richard C.

Edgley of the Presiding Bishopric, and
he will be followed by Elder H. Bruce

Stucki of the Seventy.

Bishop Richard C. Edgley

True manhood must be earned

A few months ago I received a letter

from a family friend whom we had not

seen for many years. Her letter was an

expression of hopelessness and a plea for

help. After struggling to raise her chil-

dren as a single mother, she was now re-

married. Her nonmember husband was

a rough outdoorsman who attempted to

express his manhood through drinking,

foul language, tough talk, and question-
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able behavior. Her great concern was
that her husband's example was teaching

her son that these indeed were the traits

of manhood. Her plea to me: Is there

some way, even though separated by
great distances, that I might speak to her

son, whom we shall call Ben, about the

characteristics of true manhood? In an-

swer to that plea, tonight I shall attempt

to respond. Thus I address my remarks

to a faraway friend and to all the "Bens"

in the Church attempting to measure up
as a man.

So, Ben, let's talk. We all seek ac-

ceptance and recognition as we enter the

adult world. Adulthood comes to us one

way or another if we live long enough.

True manhood, however, comes only if

and when we earn it.

Jesus is the ideal of manhood

Satan is known as the great deceiver.

His religion, his philosophy, and his work
are based on deception and lies. His ob-

jective is to thwart the work of the Lord

by misleading us and eventually making

us "miserable like unto himself (2 Ne-
phi 2:27). He would have us believe that

he is the man and that his ways bring us

to manhood.
By contrast, Jesus voluntarily sub-

mitted Himself to the will of the Father.

As a result He was betrayed, accused,

beaten, and judged. His sacrifice was not

mandatory. It was borne out of courage,

duty, and love, and it led Him to the bit-

ter cup that caused Him to bleed from
every pore. After Pilate had witnessed

the enormous suffering and humiliation

of Jesus and even argued for His release,

he finally succumbed to the demands
of the Jews. As he turned Him over for

crucifixion, he did so with the simple but

defining words, "Behold the man!" (John

19:5). Yes, Jesus is the man. He possesses

all characteristics of the true, ideal man.

His ways, not Satan's ways, lead to man-

hood. Anyone who believes otherwise is

already tangling himself up in the ever-

lasting chains of Satan's deception (see

2Nephi28:19).

True men choose the ways of God

Ben, every young man must choose

between good and evil and between the

ways of God and the ways of Satan. When
a young man begins to smoke to prove

he is a man, whose man is he becoming?

When a young man begins drinking, takes

drugs, participates in immorality, is bois-

terous or unruly, whose man is he be-

coming? It has been said that many a boy

begins smoking as a teenager to prove he

is a man, and he tries to quit at age 30 for

the same reason. There is no manhood in

succumbing to Satan. There is no man-
hood in being defeated by his principles.

So, Ben, with this background, let me
give you my criteria for true manhood.
Because of time constraints, I limit my-

self to only two criteria of what could be

many:

1. A true man is strong enough to

withstand the wiles of Satan.

2. A true man is humble enough to

submit himself to the redemptive powers

of the Savior.

I suppose it is natural for us to equate

strength, machoism, and maybe even

boisterous and aggressive behavior with

manhood. However, the attributes of true

manhood are not necessarily physical.

Let me attempt to explain.

True men reject Satan's temptations

The Apostle Paul warned, "We wres-

tle not against flesh and blood [which is

not the real test of manhood], but against

principalities, against powers, against

the rulers of the darkness of this world,

against spiritual wickedness" (Ephesians

6:12). Real courage includes standing

against the evil one, even when we stand

alone, often feeling the disdain and the
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ridicule of others. This is courage. This

is strength. This is manhood, and it can

be tough.

I know a young man who was thrilled

to be selected for an all-star basketball

team to play in a tournament in another

state. The first evening at the hotel, the

other roommates decided to watch por-

nographic movies. This boy left the room
and walked the city by himself well into

the night until the movies were over. I

am sure it was embarrassing, lonely, and

challenging. But that is courage; that is

manhood in its truest sense. And I say,

"Behold a man!"—an 18-year-old boy

turned man. I know hundreds of young

men who have withstood ridicule and

embarrassment to turn down drugs, al-

cohol, and sex in order to turn to serve

one another, provide a righteous exam-

ple, or defend the principles of righteous-

ness. All young men must face the wiles

of Satan. It is impossible to escape this

fight. But it is always possible to come
out victorious. Yes, a true man is strong

enough to withstand the wiles of Satan.

True men submit themselves to Christ

Ben, some burdens that we are called

to bear are so heavy that we can conquer

them only through humility, submissive-

ness, and contrition. That sounds like a

contradiction, doesn't it—gaining strength

and power through humility, submissive-

ness, and contrition. But that is one of

the great ironies of life—we can receive

power beyond our natural ability by sub-

mitting our will to the Father.

We all fall victim to the tempter to

some degree. Sometimes we even get en-

tangled in serious transgression—trans-

gression that has eternal consequences.

Those who have committed serious trans-

gression must follow the carefully planned

path of repentance provided by the Sav-

ior and often directed by a bishop or stake

president. This becomes the true test of

manhood, and not all are man enough to

meet this challenge.

A young man repents, serves a mission

Some months ago I was given the as-

signment to interview a young man, 21

years old, to determine if his repentance

was sufficient for him to serve a mission.

My heart ached as I read of the serious

problems and transgressions in his past.

I wondered if it would be possible that

one with such a background could ever

prepare himself to worthily serve a mis-

sion. At the appointed time for my in-

terview I saw a handsome young man
approaching me. He was immaculately

groomed and had a wonderful counte-

nance about him. He looked like a re-

turned missionary, and I wondered who
he was. As he approached he extended

his hand and, to my surprise, introduced

himself as the young man I was to inter-

view.

During the interview I simply asked,

"Why am I visiting with you tonight?"

Then he laid out the sordid details of

his past. After reviewing and confessing

again his transgression, he began talk-

ing to me about the Atonement and the

years of painful repentance that brought

him to this very interview. He expressed

his love for the Savior and then explained

that Christ's Atonement was sufficient

to rescue even a boy like him. At the

conclusion of the interview, I placed my
hand on his shoulder and said, "When
I get back to Church headquarters, my
recommendation will be that you be per-

mitted to serve a mission." And then I

said, "I ask only one thing of you—just

one. If you are privileged to serve, I want
you to be the best missionary in the en-

tire Church. That is all."

About four months later I was speak-

ing at a missionary devotional at the Mis-

sionary Training Center in Provo, Utah.

After the devotional I was standing in
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front of the podium greeting missionaries

when I noticed a familiar face approach-

ing me. My first thought was that I was

about to be embarrassed because I was

supposed to know this young man. I could

not remember where I had met him, and

I knew the first question that he was go-

ing to ask me. Sure enough, he extended

his hand and asked, "Do you remember
me?" Apologetically and somewhat em-

barrassingly, I answered, "I am sorry. I

know I should know you, but I just do

not remember." He then said: "Well, let

me tell you who I am. I am the best mis-

sionary in the MTC." I could not with-

hold the tear that slowly trickled down
my cheek as I thought: "Here is a man.

He met his Gethsemane. He paid the

painful price of repentance. He has hum-
bled himself and submitted himself to

the redemptive power of the Savior. He
has met the challenges. He has measured

up to true manhood." And I say, "Behold

a man," a man humble enough to submit

himself to the redemptive powers of the

Savior.

The measure of a man is in his soul

Ben, you can describe a man in

inches, pounds, complexion, or physique.

But you measure a man by character,

compassion, integrity, tenderness, and

principle. Simply stated, the measures of

a man are embedded in his heart and
soul, not in his physical attributes (see

1 Samuel 16:7). But they can be viewed

in conduct and demeanor. The qualities

of manhood are so often evident in this

thing we call countenance. When Alma
queried, "Have ye received his image
[meaning the Savior—the true man] in

your countenances?" (Alma 5:14), he, my
friend, was talking about the attributes

of true manhood.
Yes, Ben, Satan has his man and God

has His man, and Satan has his charac-

teristics of manhood and God has His.

Satan would present his characteristics as

the true measurement of manhood and
God's criteria as weak and wimpy. But
one must understand that Satan's criteria

will almost always be the easiest and the

wimpiest. Satan's way takes no courage,

no character, no personal strength, and it

proves no manhood at all.

A true man does not need Satan to

lead him down the easy path with his

everlasting chains of destruction. A true

man is strong enough to withstand the

wiles of Satan and humble enough to

submit himself to the redemptive powers
of the Savior.

Moses, in a moment of both motiva-

tion and rebuke, charged the Israelites,

"Who is on the Lord's side?" (Exodus
32:26). What he was really asking was,

"Whose man are you, anyway?" Our
Father in Heaven is called "Man of Ho-
liness" (Moses 6:57; 7:35). That is a title

we reserve with reverence for the Su-

preme Being. It is not a title we take upon
ourselves, Ben. But every priesthood

bearer should seek to be known simply

as a man of God. That, my dear friend, is

manhood. In the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

Elder H. Bruce Stucki

The story of a sparrow

I would like to tell you about a little

bird that was lying on the parking lot

pavement. During the night it had been

blown from its nest by the high winds in

the storm. Apparently hatched just a

few days earlier, it had few feathers, but

enough to identify it as just a common
sparrow.


