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front of the podium greeting missionaries

when I noticed a familiar face approach-

ing me. My first thought was that I was

about to be embarrassed because I was

supposed to know this young man. I could

not remember where I had met him, and

I knew the first question that he was go-

ing to ask me. Sure enough, he extended

his hand and asked, "Do you remember
me?" Apologetically and somewhat em-

barrassingly, I answered, "I am sorry. I

know I should know you, but I just do

not remember." He then said: "Well, let

me tell you who I am. I am the best mis-

sionary in the MTC." I could not with-

hold the tear that slowly trickled down
my cheek as I thought: "Here is a man.

He met his Gethsemane. He paid the

painful price of repentance. He has hum-
bled himself and submitted himself to

the redemptive power of the Savior. He
has met the challenges. He has measured

up to true manhood." And I say, "Behold

a man," a man humble enough to submit

himself to the redemptive powers of the

Savior.

The measure of a man is in his soul

Ben, you can describe a man in

inches, pounds, complexion, or physique.

But you measure a man by character,

compassion, integrity, tenderness, and

principle. Simply stated, the measures of

a man are embedded in his heart and
soul, not in his physical attributes (see

1 Samuel 16:7). But they can be viewed

in conduct and demeanor. The qualities

of manhood are so often evident in this

thing we call countenance. When Alma
queried, "Have ye received his image
[meaning the Savior—the true man] in

your countenances?" (Alma 5:14), he, my
friend, was talking about the attributes

of true manhood.
Yes, Ben, Satan has his man and God

has His man, and Satan has his charac-

teristics of manhood and God has His.

Satan would present his characteristics as

the true measurement of manhood and
God's criteria as weak and wimpy. But
one must understand that Satan's criteria

will almost always be the easiest and the

wimpiest. Satan's way takes no courage,

no character, no personal strength, and it

proves no manhood at all.

A true man does not need Satan to

lead him down the easy path with his

everlasting chains of destruction. A true

man is strong enough to withstand the

wiles of Satan and humble enough to

submit himself to the redemptive powers
of the Savior.

Moses, in a moment of both motiva-

tion and rebuke, charged the Israelites,

"Who is on the Lord's side?" (Exodus
32:26). What he was really asking was,

"Whose man are you, anyway?" Our
Father in Heaven is called "Man of Ho-
liness" (Moses 6:57; 7:35). That is a title

we reserve with reverence for the Su-

preme Being. It is not a title we take upon
ourselves, Ben. But every priesthood

bearer should seek to be known simply

as a man of God. That, my dear friend, is

manhood. In the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

Elder H. Bruce Stucki

The story of a sparrow

I would like to tell you about a little

bird that was lying on the parking lot

pavement. During the night it had been

blown from its nest by the high winds in

the storm. Apparently hatched just a

few days earlier, it had few feathers, but

enough to identify it as just a common
sparrow.
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As it lay there awaiting whatever
fate would come, a young woman walk-

ing to her car in the parking lot saw the

little sparrow and picked it up. Feeling

sympathy for the helpless little bird, she

took it home to care for it. She prepared

a nest in a basket with soft tissues, which

were changed often to keep a clean and

comfortable bed for the little bird.

She fed it often each day, watching it

gain strength, and within a few days it

opened its eyes and could see for the first

time. It saw the girl who fed it and the

family who lived in the home. It heard

and became accustomed to the sounds

around it, and it was not afraid.

As the days passed, it was able to

hop about, and it was taken from the bas-

ket and put into a clean birdcage.

It trusted the girl and the family, and

when it wanted food it would chirp and

flutter its growing wings rapidly, and
when the cage door was opened it would

hop out onto the girl's hand and sit there

patiently while she fed it.

It would sit on her hand as she

walked through the house and even when
she went outside. To help it become ac-

customed to the outside world where it

soon would have to live, she would take

it out on the lawn, where she and her

sister would sit under the tree and visit

while the bird would look and observe all

around it.

It came time for the girl and her sis-

ter to go to girls' camp, so the bird went

with them and spent the week on Cedar

Mountain with the girls. It was there that

it tried to fly for the first time, flying

from the girl's hand to the low branches

in a nearby tree.

It was glad to come back to the fa-

miliar hand and security of the girl's love,

and although it was learning to fly, it did

not leave. When girls' camp was over, the

bird came home with the girls and con-

tinued its flying lessons.

The girl, realizing the bird must soon

join its own kind, took it out on the front

lawn and encouraged it to fly away. It

flew across the lawn to a small pine tree,

where it perched and looked around.

The girl left it there, assuming it would
now join the other birds, and she re-

turned into the home.
It wasn't long before a chirping could

be heard outside in front of the home,
and when the girl went out to see what
the bird was chirping about, it flew out of

the tree and landed back on her hand,

and she fed it.

For the first few nights the bird

would come back to the house and want
to come in with the family for the night.

Soon, however, it began to stay out with

newly found friends living in the trees

close by the home. When the girl would
go outside and whistle, it would respond

and return and land on her hand, and my
daughter, Trinilee, would feed it.

That little bird and my daughter
taught me a great lesson in faith and
trust. Although it was just a fraction of

the size of its human friend and could

be in great danger for its life amongst
humans, it trusted her and had faith it

would not be harmed and would be fed

by her—and it responded to her beckon-

ing call.

Trust and have faith in the Lord

Have you ever wondered about our

faith, brethren? Do we have that kind of

trust and faith in the Lord? Do we re-

spond to His beckoning call to serve and
be fed at His hand?

We should strive to be in His pres-

ence and to respond to His call, yet many
of us lack the faith and the trust to come
unto the Lord when He calls. He is call-

ing us today to be faithful and to trust

Him, that He might feed us.

"And Christ hath said: If ye will have

faith in me ye shall have power to do
whatsoever thing is expedient in me"
(Moroni 7:33).
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"Go ye therefore, and teach all na-

tions, baptizing them in the name of the

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy

Ghost" (Matthew 28:19).

A call for more missionaries

There is an urgent and important

work to be done in all nations and among
all people. There are many wonderful

young men and women, senior sisters,

and couples who have been called to

serve and who have responded and are

faithfully serving a mission for the Lord.

There is a great need for many more
missionaries, including couples, as Pres-

ident Hinckley in his February 21, 1998,

satellite broadcast said: "With concerted

effort, with recognition of the duty that

falls upon each of us as members of the

Church, and with sincere prayer to the

Lord for help, we could double the num-
ber" of convert baptisms.

"For behold the field is white al-

ready to harvest; and lo, he that thrust -

eth in his sickle with his might, the same
layeth up in store that he perisheth not,

but bringeth salvation to his soul" (D&C
4:4).

There is not a work of greater impor-

tance or of greater joy and reward that

we could do at this time.

The Savior, speaking through the

Prophet Joseph Smith, said to John
Whitmer: "And now, behold, I say unto

you, that the thing which will be of the

most worth unto you will be to declare

repentance unto this people, that you

may bring souls unto me, that you may
rest with them in the kingdom of my Fa-

ther. Amen" (D&C 15:6).

Do more to bring souls to Christ

Brethren, I believe our Heavenly Fa-

ther and I trust Him, and when He re-

veals to us, speaking through our living

prophet today, that we need to do more,

and more of us need to become involved

in the work of bringing souls unto Christ,

then we need to step forward and say,

"Here am I; send me" (Isaiah 6:8).

From a favorite hymn, I quote:

Come, all ye sons of God who have re-

ceived the priesthood;

Go spread the gospel wide and gather

in his people.

["Come, All Ye Sons of God," Hymns,
no. 322]

And after their baptism, we need to

walk the path to exaltation with them,

steadying them until they have a solid

foundation and testimony to carry them
on through time and into life eternal.

I truly love my Heavenly Father and

our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, and I

am grateful for the many blessings and
opportunities They have given me. I pray

with all my heart and soul that I can mea-
sure up to the plans They have for me,

whatever those plans may be.

I pray we will all show an equal

amount of faith and trust in the Lord that

the little sparrow demonstrated in my
daughter, and respond to the call of the

Lord.

I pray that we will indeed all do it

together, in the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

President Hinckley

We have listened to Bishop Rich-

ard C. Edgley of the Presiding Bishopric

and Elder H. Bruce Stucki of the Sev-

enty.

We will now be pleased to hear from

President James E. Faust, Second Coun-
selor in the First Presidency. Following

his remarks, the choir and congregation

will sing "Now Let Us Rejoice."


