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11. Mission presidents' seminar, 25 June

1999; quoted in "Church Is Really Do-

ing Well," Church News, 3 July 1999, 3.

12. See Doctrine and Covenants 105:19.

The choir and congregation sang

"Now Let Us Rejoice."

President Hinckley

Thank you, Brother Faust, for what

you've said, and thanks to this great choir

again.

We shall now hear from President

Thomas S. Monson, First Counselor in

the First Presidency.

President Thomas S. Monson

Learn your duty

Brethren of the priesthood, assem-

bled here and worldwide, I am humbled

by the responsibility which is mine to

address a few remarks to you. I pray for

the Spirit of the Lord to attend me as I

do so.

Some of you are deacons; others are

teachers or priests—all offices in the

Aaronic Priesthood. Many of you are

elders, seventies, or high priests. Much is

expected of each of us.

In a proclamation of the First Presi-

dency and the Council of the Twelve

Apostles issued on April 6, 1980, this

declaration of testimony and truth was

set forth:

"We solemnly affirm that The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints is in fact a restoration of the

Church established by the Son of God,

when in mortality he organized his work

upon the earth; that it carries his sacred

name, even the name of Jesus Christ;

that it is built upon a foundation of

Apostles and prophets, he being the

chief cornerstone; that its priesthood, in

both the Aaronic and Melchizedek or-

ders, was restored under the hands of

those who held it anciently: John the

Baptist, in the case of the Aaronic; and

Peter, James, and John in the case of the

Melchizedek." 1

On October 6, 1889, President

George Q. Cannon expressed this plea:

"I want to see the power of the

Priesthood strengthened. ... I want
to see this strength and power diffused

through the entire body of the Priest-

hood, reaching from the head down to

the least and most humble deacon in the

Church. Every man should seek for and

enjoy the revelations of God, the light

of heaven shining in his soul and giv-

ing unto him knowledge concerning his

duties, concerning that portion of the

work of God that devolves upon him in

his Priesthood." 2

The Lord Himself summed up our

responsibility when He, in the revelation

on the priesthood, urged, "Wherefore,

now let every man learn his duty, and to

act in the office in which he is appointed,

in all diligence." 3

Brethren of the Aaronic Priesthood,

whether deacon, teacher, or priest, learn

your duty. Brethren of the Melchizedek

Priesthood, learn your duty.

Priesthood is a great blessing

Some years ago, as our youngest son,

Clark, was approaching his 12th birth-

day, he and I were leaving the Church
Administration Building when President

Harold B. Lee greeted us. I mentioned to

President Lee that Clark would soon be

12, whereupon President Lee asked him,

"What happens to you, Clark, when you

turn 12?" This was one of those times

when a father prays that a son will be in-
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spired to give a proper response. With-

out hesitation Clark said to President

Lee, "I will be ordained a deacon."

The answer was the one President

Lee had sought. He then counseled our

son, "Remember, it is a great blessing to

hold the priesthood."

I hope with all my heart and soul

that every young man who receives the

priesthood will honor that priesthood

and be true to the trust which is conveyed

when it is conferred.

Do your duty; hidden blessings await

Forty-four years ago I heard William

J. Critchlow Jr., then president of the

South Ogden Stake, speak to the breth-

ren in the general priesthood session of

conference, and retell a story concern-

ing trust, honor, and duty. May I share

the story with you. Its simple lesson ap-

plies to us today, as it did then.

"Rupert stood by the side of the road

watching an unusual number of people

hurry past. At length he recognized a

friend. 'Where are all of you going in

such a hurry?' he asked.

"The friend paused. 'Haven't you
heard?' he said.

"'I've heard nothing,' Rupert an-

swered.

"'Well,' continued [the] friend, 'the

King has lost his royal emerald. Yester-

day he attended a wedding of the nobil-

ity and wore the emerald on the slender

golden chain around his neck. In some
way the emerald became loosened from

the chain. Everyone is searching, for the

King has offered a reward ... to the one

who finds it. Come, we must hurry.'

"'But I cannot go without asking

Grandmother,' faltered Rupert.
" 'Then I cannot wait. I want to find

the emerald,' replied his friend.

"Rupert hurried back to the cabin at

the edge of the woods to seek his grand-

mother's permission. 'If I could find it,

we could leave this hut with its dampness

and buy a piece of land up on the hill-

side,' he pleaded with Grandmother.
"But his grandmother shook her

head. 'What would the sheep do?' she

asked. 'Already they are restless in the

pen, waiting to be taken to the pasture

—

and please do not forget to take them to

water when the sun shines high in the

heavens.'

"Sorrowfully, Rupert took the sheep

to the pasture, and at noon he led them
to the brook in the woods. There he sat

on a large stone by the stream. 'If I could

only have had a chance to look for the

King's emerald,' he thought. Turning his

head to gaze down at the sandy bottom
of the brook, suddenly he stared into

the water. What was it? It could not be!

He leaped into the water, and his grip-

ping fingers held something that was
green, with a slender bit of gold chain.

'The King's emerald!' he shouted. 'It must

have been flung from the chain when the

King [astride his horse, galloped across

the bridge spanning the stream, and the

current carried] it here.'

"With shining eyes Rupert ran to his

grandmother's hut to tell her of his great

find. 'Bless you, my boy,' she said, 'but

you never would have found it if you had
not been doing your duty, herding the

sheep.' And Rupert knew that this was
the truth." 4

The lesson to be learned from this

story is found in the familiar couplet:

"Do your duty; that is best. Leave unto

the Lord the rest."

Replace doubts with faith

Should there be anyone who feels he

is too weak to change the onward and
downward course of his life, or should

there be those who fail to resolve to do
better because of that greatest of fears

—the fear of failure—there is no more
comforting assurance to be had than

these words of the Lord: "My grace is

sufficient for all men that humble them-
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selves before me; for if they humble
themselves before me, and have faith in

me, then will I make weak things become
strong unto them." 5

Miracles are everywhere to be found

when priesthood callings are magnified.

When faith replaces doubt, when self-

less service eliminates selfish striving,

the power of God brings to pass His pur-

poses.

Priesthood is a commission to serve

The priesthood is not really so much
a gift as it is a commission to serve, a priv-

ilege to lift, and an opportunity to bless

the lives of others.

Brethren, let us who have responsi-

bility with the Aaronic Priesthood young

men not only provide them opportu-

nities to learn but also set before them
examples worthy of emulation.

For those of us who hold the Mel-

chizedek Priesthood, our privilege to

magnify our callings is ever present. We
are shepherds watching over Israel. The
hungry sheep look up, ready to be fed

the bread of life. Are we prepared to

feed the flock of God? It is imperative

that we recognize the worth of a human
soul, that we never give up on one of His

precious sons.

A young man prays in the Sacred Grove

May I share with you a letter from a

young man which reflects the spirit of

love and which helped to make firm a

testimony of the gospel:

"Dear President Monson:
"Thank you for speaking to us at the

National Scouting Jamboree held at Fort

A. P. Hill, Virginia. On the tour that we
took we saw a lot of famous places like

Niagara Falls, the Statue of Liberty, the

Liberty Bell, and many other places. The
one I enjoyed the most was the Sacred

Grove. Our parents had written us all

letters to read by ourselves while in the

grove. After I had finished the letter my

parents had written to me, I knelt in

prayer. I asked if the Church was really

true and if Joseph Smith really did see

a vision and is a true prophet of God,
and also if President Hinckley is a true

prophet of God. Right after I was done
praying I felt this feeling of the Spirit

that these things were indeed true. I had
prayed before about the same things but

never received such a powerful answer.

There was no way that I could deny that

this Church is true or that President

Hinckley is a prophet of God.
"I feel so blessed to be a member of

this Church. Thanks again for attending

the Jamboree.

"Sincerely,

"Chad D. Olson

"P.S. We gave our tour guide and our

bus driver a copy of the Book of Mor-
mon with our testimonies in it. They are

the greatest! I want to be a missionary."

Like Joseph Smith, this young man
had retired to a sacred grove and prayed

for answers to questions phrased by his

inquiring mind. Once more a prayer was
answered and a confirmation of the truth

was gained.

Those who are wandering

There are many less-active members
who wander in the wilderness of wonder
or who struggle in the swamp of sin. One
such member wrote to me:

"I'm afraid to be alone. The gospel

has never left my heart, even though it

has left my life. I ask for your prayers. I

would be happy to even eat the crumbs
that fall from the table of the lowliest

member of the Church, because he has

more than I have now. I used to think

position and responsibility were impor-

tant in the Church, but now I know I was
wrong all the time. It was membership,

priesthood power, fatherhood, and ser-

vice. I know where the Church is, but

sometimes I think I need someone else

to show me the way, encourage me, take
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away my fear, and bear testimony to

me. I thought the Church was lost, when
really it was only me."

Magnify your calling

The call of duty can come quietly as

we who hold the priesthood respond to

the assignments we receive. President

George Albert Smith, that modest yet

effective leader, declared, "It is your duty

first of all to learn what the Lord wants

and then by the power and strength of

[your] holy Priesthood to magnify your

calling in the presence of your fellows

in such a way that the people will be glad

to follow you." 6

What does it mean to magnify a call-

ing? It means to build it up in dignity and

importance, to make it honorable and

commendable in the eyes of all men, to

enlarge and strengthen it to let the light

of heaven shine through it to the view of

other men. And how does one magnify

a calling? Simply by performing the ser-

vice that pertains to it. An elder magni-

fies the ordained calling of an elder by

learning what his duties as an elder are

and then by doing them. As with an el-

der, so with a deacon, a teacher, a priest,

a bishop, and each who holds office in

the priesthood.

Be willing to serve

As we remember, Paul, who was
known as Saul, was on his way to Damas-
cus to persecute the Christians there. As
he journeyed close to the city of Damas-
cus, a bright light shone round about

him, and he fell to the earth, stunned,

and he heard a voice saying, "Saul, Saul,

why persecutest thou me?" And Saul

asked, "Who art thou, Lord?" And the

voice said, "I am Jesus."

A penitent Saul asked, "Lord, what

wilt thou have me to do?" With the

Lord's answer, Saul the persecutor be-

came Paul the proselytizer and began
his great missionary endeavors. 7

Brethren, it is in doing—not just

dreaming—that lives are blessed, others

are guided, and souls are saved. "Be ye

doers of the word, and not hearers only,

deceiving your own selves," added James. 8

May all of us assembled tonight in

this priesthood meeting make a renewed
effort to qualify for the Lord's guidance

in our lives. There are many out there

who plead and pray for help. There are

those who are discouraged, those who
are beset by poor health and challenges

of life which leave them in despair.

I've always believed in the truth of

the words, "God's sweetest blessings

always go by hands that serve him here

below." 9 Let us have ready hands, clean

hands, and willing hands that we may
participate in providing what our Heav-
enly Father would have others receive

from Him.

Always be on the Lord's errand

I conclude with an example in my
own life. Once I had a treasured friend

who seemed to experience more of life's

troubles and frustrations than he could

bear. Finally he lay in the hospital, ter-

minally ill. I knew not that he was there.

Sister Monson and I had gone to that

same hospital to visit another person
who was very ill. As we exited the hos-

pital and proceeded to where our car

was parked, I felt the distinct impression

to return and make inquiry concerning

whether Hyrum Adams might be a pa-

tient there. Long years before, I had
learned never to postpone a prompting
from the Lord. It was late, but a check

with the desk clerk confirmed that in-

deed Hyrum was a patient.

We proceeded to his room, knocked
on the door, and opened it. We were
not prepared for the sight that awaited

us. Balloon bouquets were everywhere.

Prominently displayed on the wall was
a poster with the words "Happy Birth-

day" written on it. Hyrum was sitting up
in his hospital bed, his family members
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by his side. When he saw us, he said,

"Why, Brother Monson, how in the world

did you know that this is my birthday?"

I smiled but I left the question unan-
swered.

Those in the room who held the Mel-

chizedek Priesthood surrounded this,

their father and my friend, and a priest-

hood blessing was given.

After tears were shed, smiles of grat-

itude exchanged, and tender hugs re-

ceived and given, I leaned over to Hyrum
and spoke softly to him, "Hyrum, remem-
ber the words of the Lord, for they will

sustain you. He promised, 'I will not leave

you comfortless: I will come to you.'" 10

May each of us ever be on the Lord's

errand and thereby be entitled to the

Lord's help, I pray humbly. In the name
of Jesus Christ, amen.
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President Hinckley

President Thomas S. Monson, First

Counselor in the First Presidency, has

just spoken to us.

We remind all of you that the Taber-

nacle Choir broadcast will go from 9:30

to 10:00 a.m. tomorrow, and the Sunday

morning session will immediately follow.

So it's important that we be in our places

by 9:15 at the latest.

We express our deep appreciation to

the men of the Tabernacle Choir and the

BYU Men's Choir for the beautiful mu-
sic they have provided this evening.

Following my remarks, this session

will conclude with the choir singing "I

Know That My Redeemer Lives." The
benediction will then be offered by Elder

Claudio R. M. Costa of the Seventy.

President Gordon B. Hinckley

My beloved brethren, I commend
you, wherever you may be. As usual, the

Tabernacle is filled to capacity this eve-

ning. Next spring we shall be able to ac-

commodate all of you who wish to sit

together in these great Saturday eve-

ning priesthood gatherings, and what a

blessing that will be.

Why we do some of the things we do

As we conclude this meeting, I wish

to speak for a few minutes on the subject

of "why we do some of the things we do."

Now, I recognize that this is a rather

strange-sounding title, but this is the only

meeting where we can discuss Church
procedures and Church business. I pray

for the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

The Church is an ecclesiastical orga-

nization. It is an eleemosynary society.

It is concerned primarily with worship

of the Lord Jesus Christ. Our great mis-

sion is to testify of His living reality. We
should not be involved with anything not

in harmony with this major objective.

We should be involved with whatever is

in harmony with this objective.


