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"As a father he succeeded"

I finish with the words of the poet

Edgar A. Guest, who wrote of an average,

everyday man—a father—and his family.

The last words of his poem say, "This his

praise, if praise be needed, / As a father

he succeeded." 5 A father succeeds when
he steps forward and accepts his commit-

ment as a father, always loving, praying

for, and doing what he can for his family,

and never giving up.

May the sacred name of Heavenly
Father be spoken with reverence in our

homes.

May the name of father carry with it

the kind of love and confidence that will

bring peace and hope and righteous de-

termination.

Testimony

May I add at this point my own wit-

ness and testimony as to the truthfulness

of this work, adding to that which has

been said from this pulpit during this

great conference. I feel like I have stood

with the Prophet Joseph in the Sacred

Grove when there appeared the Father

and the Son; I have sat with the Saints in

Kirtland when the temple of the Lord
was accepted and dedicated; I received

my covenants in Nauvoo; I knelt at the

cemetery in Winter Quarters when a

loved one was buried; I also held up my
arm to sustain Brigham Young as the

President of the Church; I stood on En-
sign Peak with Brother Brigham the day

after he arrived in the valley, when he

looked over an expanse which he had al-

ready seen by revelation and knew from
that experience where the temple was to

be built. I know this work is true. I know
God lives. I know He lives. I know God
lives. I know that Jesus Christ is our Re-

deemer and our Savior, that the Prophet

Joseph saw what he said he saw, that

Gordon B. Hinckley carries the keys of

this great work today, and that this is the

gospel of Jesus Christ. In the name of

Jesus Christ, amen.

NOTES
1. 1 Nephi 1:1.

2. Enosl:l.

3. 3 Nephi 27:13.

4. See "Preparing to Meet the Lord," Im-

provement Era, Feb. 1965, 123-24.

5. "Old Man Green," in Collected Verse of

EdgarA. Guest (1934), 560.

Elder John B. Dickson

A brief introduction to the Church

It is exciting to be with you today in

this beautiful Conference Center. I would

like to give a brief synopsis of some of our

beliefs to those who are learning about

the Church.

The situation of many of you may be

like that of my deceased father-in-law,

Robert E. Jones, who joined the Church

in 1960. He had been raised in a wond-

erful Christian home, where reading the

Bible and adhering to Christian prin-

ciples were a normal part of family life.

At his mother's knee he learned many
truths, including the importance of hav-

ing faith in Jesus Christ and following

His example.

As he examined The Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints, he was able

to retain truths formerly acquired, while

enjoying a rich treasure of additional

knowledge. I would like to mention 10

points that he understood that can also

help you.

1. God the Father and His Son,

Jesus Christ, have a plan of happiness

for the human family.

We proclaim that there truly is a

God in heaven and that the human fam-

ily lived with Him in a premortal exis-
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tence. We are God's children. He loves

us and has prepared a plan whereby
through His Son, Jesus Christ, we will

enjoy blessings beyond this mortal life.

These blessings include an immortal,

glorious, resurrected body for all man-
kind and the opportunity to return to our

Heavenly Father's presence as eternal

families for those who have faith in Jesus

Christ and are obedient to the conditions

of His gospel.

2. Jesus Christ organized His Church
during His mortal ministry.

The Bible helps us understand that

Jesus organized His Church with apos-

tles, prophets, pastors, teachers, and
other Church officials who held the

priesthood, which is the authority to act

in God's name. Their work was to bring

all men to a "unity of the faith" regarding

Jesus Christ and His teachings (Ephe-
sians 4:13).

3. The Church of Christ and many
simple truths were lost.

Several Bible prophets declared that

there would be a "falling away" (2 Thessa-

lonians 2:3) from the true gospel, a time

when there would be a "famine" (Amos
8:11) regarding the word of God and "di-

visions" (1 Corinthians 11:18) caused as

"grievous wolves" (Acts 20:29) would en-

ter and disrupt the flock or the people

of the Church. These prophecies became
a reality when, in the years following the

Savior's Crucifixion, the Apostles were
killed, the authority to direct the Church
was eventually lost, and for many cen-

turies, including the period known as the

Dark Ages, the Church of Jesus Christ

was not found on the earth.

4. The hearts of men and a location

were prepared for a restoration of the

gospel.

The closing of the Dark Ages took

place as the Reformation unfolded,

where brave men and women recognized

the need to incorporate doctrines that

Jesus had instituted back into the church.

We are grateful for the great reformers

such as Luther, Wycliffe, Wesley, Tyn-

dale, and many others who helped set

the stage for open religious dialogue,

study of the scriptures, and the desire

engendered in the hearts of good men
and women for an expression of religious

liberty. But their faith, their desire, their

sacrifice, and even their martyrdom were

insufficient to restore that which was lost.

The founding fathers of the United

States of America were inspired in draft-

ing a constitution that guarantees reli-

gious and other freedoms for all. Religious

tolerance and changing attitudes helped

prepare a people, while the conditions cre-

ated under the umbrella of the U.S. Con-

stitution prepared a location where the

restoration of the gospel could take place.

5. Latter-day events were anticipated

by the prophets of old.

Old Testament prophets spoke of

the last days as an era when all the ordi-

nances and blessings of the gospel would

be available to man. Daniel, Jeremiah,

"Joel, Ezekiel, Malachi, and other ancient

prophets spoke of the great events that

would take place in our day. Isaiah spoke

of the "marvellous work and a wonder"

that would come to pass, referring to the

promised restoration of the gospel of Je-

sus Christ (Isaiah 29:14). The Apostle Pe-

ter spoke of the "restitution of all things"

in the latter days (Acts 3:21).

6. The gospel of Jesus Christ has

been restored in its fulness.

We declare that the great restoration

that the ancient prophets spoke of began

in 1820, when the Lord called a young
man named Joseph Smith to reestablish

the Church. The Restoration began as

young Joseph, perplexed by the confu-

sion among the churches of his day,

sought to know which church was true.

I solemnly declare that, in a sacred grove

of trees in upstate New York, this young
man was visited by the Father and the

Son and was told he was to join none of

the existing churches. He learned that

he was to be an instrument in the hands

of God to again establish the Church of

Jesus Christ.
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In time Joseph received the priest-

hood of God, giving him the authority

to organize the Church once again. The
Church now exists with apostles, proph-

ets, and others who have authority to ad-

minister the ordinances of the gospel.

Since its organization on April 6, 1830,

the Church has begun to fill the whole

earth, as the ancient prophet Daniel had
prophesied (see Daniel 2:35, 45). We now
find ourselves on the threshold of un-

precedented growth, when millions are

receiving this good news and are joining

the Church.

7. Another witness of Christ has been

given to our generation.

In 1827 Joseph Smith received an-

cient metal plates from which the Book
of Mormon was translated. It contains

a history of God's dealings with His peo-

ple in ancient America and stands beside

the Bible as another witness of Jesus

Christ. From its pages we learn more
fundamental truths about the nature of

God, the mission of His Son, and His

plan for His children.

8. The family can be eternal.

An exciting truth that has been re-

vealed again in our day is that "the fam-

ily is central to the Creator's plan for the

eternal destiny of His children" and that

families can be eternal ("The Family: A
Proclamation to the World," Ensign, Nov.

1995, 102). Authority has been conferred

upon man once again, whereby in sacred

temples a man can be eternally sealed to

his wife, a woman to her husband, par-

ents to their children, and the extended

family eternally linked together.

Dear friends and neighbors, we know
that you love your families as we love

ours, and we are pleased to share these

sacred truths with you.

9. People have been called of God to

teach you.

Approximately 60,000 young men
and women on missions worldwide are

called to teach interested parties about

the doctrine of the Church. They pay

their own way and for a time set them-

selves apart from worldly pursuits in or-

der to teach you. If you will invite them,

they will teach you and answer your ques-

tions.

10. You can know with assurance

that these things are true.

A time-tested, heaven-inspired so-

lution to knowing the truth about the

Book of Mormon or other matters is set

forth by Moroni, the last Book of Mor-
mon prophet. He said:

"And when ye shall receive these

things, I would exhort you that ye would

ask God, the Eternal Father, in the name
of Christ, if these things are not true; and

if ye shall ask with a sincere heart, with

real intent, having faith in Christ, he will

manifest the truth of it unto you, by the

power of the Holy Ghost.

"And by the power of the Holy Ghost

ye may know the truth of all things" (Mo-

roni 10:4-5).

My father-in-law, myself, and mil-

lions of others have put Moroni's decla-

ration and promise to the test and found

that these things are true. My sincere

promise is that you can do as Moroni has

prompted and experience the same re-

warding result.

I humbly declare that Jesus is the

Christ, the literal Son of God, and that

His gospel has been restored to the earth

in our day for the benefit and blessing of

all mankind, in the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

President Monson

Elders Loren C. Dunn and John B.

Dickson of the Seventy have just spoken

to us.

We will now hear from Elder Russell

M. Nelson of the Quorum of the Twelve

Apostles.


