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The choir sang "I Need Thee Every
The choir sang "Come, O Thou King Hour "

of Kings."
'

Bishop H. David Burton offered the

invocation.

Elder Henry B. Eyring

Our sacred trust to watch over the Church

I am grateful for the honor of speak-

ing in the name of the Lord to the shep-

herds of Israel. That is who we are. When
we accepted the priesthood, we took upon
us the responsibility to do our part in

watching over the Church. None of us can

escape accountability. The president of

the priesthood in all the earth bears the

total responsibility. Through the keys of

the priesthood, each quorum bears its

part. Even the newest deacon in the most

distant place on earth has a part in the

great responsibility to watch over the

Church.

Listen to these words from the Doc-

trine and Covenants: "Therefore, let ev-

ery man stand in his own office, and labor

in his own calling; and let not the head
say unto the feet it hath no need of the

feet; for without the feet how shall the

body be able to stand?" And then the Sav-

ior includes even the deacons in His listing

of assignments: "The deacons and teach-

ers should be appointed to watch over the

church, to be standing ministers unto the

church" (D&C 84:109, 111).

Protecting the sheep

I pray that I might explain our sacred

trust so that even the newest deacon and

the convert most recently ordained will

see his opportunity. In many places in the

scriptures, the Lord has described Him-
self and those He calls to the priesthood

as shepherds. A shepherd watches over

sheep. In the scriptural stories the sheep

are in danger; they need protection and

nourishment. The Savior warns us that we
must watch the sheep as He does. He gave

His life for them. They are His. We can-

not approach His standard if, like a hired

servant, we watch only when it is conve-

nient and only for a reward. Here is His

standard:

"I am the good shepherd: the good
shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.

"But he that is an hireling, and not

the shepherd, whose own the sheep are

not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth

the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catch-

eth them, and scattereth the sheep" (John

10:11-12).

Feeding the sheep

The members of the Church are the

sheep. They are His, and we are called

by Him to watch over them. We are to

do more than warn them against danger.

We are to feed them. Once, long ago, the

Lord commanded His prophet to rebuke

the shepherds of Israel. Here is the warn-

ing, which is still in force, in the words of

the prophet Ezekiel:

"And the word of the Lord came unto

me, saying,

"Son of man, prophesy against the

shepherds of Israel, . . . and say unto

them, Thus saith the Lord God unto the

shepherds; Woe be to the shepherds of

Israel that do feed themselves! should not

the shepherds feed the flocks?" (Ezekiel

34:1-2).

The food those shepherds took for

themselves, letting the sheep starve, could

lead to salvation for the sheep. One of the

great shepherds in the Book of Mormon
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described both what that food is and how
it can be provided:

"And after they had been received

unto baptism, and were wrought upon and

cleansed by the power of the Holy Ghost,

they were numbered among the people of

the church of Christ; and their names were
taken, that they might be remembered and
nourished by the good word of God, to

keep them in the right way, to keep them
continually watchful unto prayer, relying

alone upon the merits of Christ, who was
the author and the finisher of their faith"

(Moroni 6:4).

Deacons rescue a lost sheep

It is painful to imagine a shepherd

feeding himself and letting the sheep go

hungry. Yet I have seen many shepherds

who feed their flocks. One was the pres-

ident of a deacons quorum. One of his

quorum members lived near my home.
That neighbor boy had never attended a

quorum meeting or done anything with

the members of his quorum. His step-

father was not a member, and his mother

did not attend church.

The presidency of his deacons quo-

rum met in council one Sunday morning.

Each week they were fed the good word
of God by the fine adviser and teacher.

In their presidency meeting, those 13-

year-old shepherds remembered the boy

who never came. They talked about how
much he needed what they received. The
president assigned his counselor to go af-

ter that wandering sheep.

I knew the counselor, and I knew he

was shy, and I knew the difficulty of the

assignment, so I watched with wonder
through my front window as the counselor

trudged by my house, going up the road

to the home of the boy who never came
to church. The shepherd had his hands in

his pockets. His eyes were on the ground.

He walked slowly, the way you would if

you weren't sure you wanted to get where

you were headed. In 20 minutes or so, he

came back down the road with the lost

deacon walking by his side. That scene was

repeated for a few more Sundays. Then
the boy who had been lost and was found

moved away.

Now, that story seems unremarkable.

It was just three boys sitting in a room
around a small table. Then it was a boy

walking up a road and coming back with

another boy. But years later I was in a

stake conference, a continent away from

the room in which that presidency had

met in council. A gray-haired man came
up to me and said quietly, "My grandson

lived in your ward years ago." With ten-

derness he told me of that boy's life. And
then he asked if I could find that deacon

who walked slowly up that road. And he

wondered if I could thank him and tell

him that his grandson, now grown to be a

man, still remembered.
He remembered because in those

few weeks he had been, for the first time

in his life that he recognized, watched
over by the shepherds of Israel. He had

been warned by hearing eternal truth

from people who cared about him. He
had been offered the bread of life. And
young shepherds had been true to their

trust from the Lord.

The Savior watches with us

It is not easy to learn to do that well

and do it consistently. The Savior showed
us how—and how to train others to do

it. He established His Church. He had

to leave His Church in the hands of inex-

perienced servants, just as many of us

are. He knew they would face difficulties

beyond their human powers to resolve.

What He did for them can be a guide for

us.

When the Savior went to the Garden
of Gethsemane to suffer bitter agonies

before His betrayal and sufferings on the

cross, He could have gone alone. But He
took His priesthood servants with Him.

Here is the account from Matthew:
"Then saith he unto them, My soul is

exceeding sorrowful, even unto death:
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tarry ye here, and watch with me" (Mat-

thew 26:38; italics added).

The Savior prayed to His Father for

strength. In the midst of His agony, He
returned to Peter to teach him what it re-

quires for all who would watch with Him:
"And he cometh unto the disciples,

and findeth them asleep, and saith unto

Peter, What, could ye not watch with me
one hour? Watch and pray, that ye enter

not into temptation: the spirit indeed is

willing, but the flesh is weak" (Matthew
26:40-41).

There is a reassurance and a warning

in that simple exchange of the Master
with His shepherds. He watches with us.

He who sees all things, whose love is end-

less, and who never sleeps—He watches

with us. He knows what the sheep need

at every moment. By the power of the

Holy Ghost, He can tell us and send us to

them. And we can by the priesthood in-

vite His power to bless them.

A warning to watch over ourselves

The Savior's warning to Peter is to

us as well. The wolf who would kill the

sheep will surely tear at the shepherd. So
we must watch over ourselves as well as

others. As shepherds we will be tempted

to go near the edges of sin. But sin in any

form offends the Holy Ghost. You must

not do anything or go anywhere that of-

fends the Spirit. You cannot afford that

risk. Should sin cause you to fail, you
would not only be responsible for your

own sins but for the sorrow you might

have prevented in the lives of others had

you been worthy to hear and obey the

whisperings of the Spirit. The shepherd

must be able to hear the voice of the Spirit

and bring down the powers of heaven, or

he will fail.

The warning given to an ancient

prophet is a warning to us as well:

"So thou, O son of man, I have set

thee a watchman unto the house of Is-

rael; therefore thou shalt hear the word
at my mouth, and warn them from me.

"When I say unto the wicked, O
wicked man, thou shalt surely die; if thou

dost not speak to warn the wicked from

his way, that wicked man shall die in his

iniquity; but his blood will I require at

thine hand" (Ezekiel 33:7-8).

Shepherds must be motivated by love

The penalty for failure is great. But

the Lord taught Peter how to build the

foundation for success. He repeated a

simple message three times. It was that

love for the Lord would be in the heart of

a true shepherd. Here is the end of the

account:

"He saith unto him the third time,

Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Pe-

ter was grieved because he said unto him
the third time, Lovest thou me? And he

said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all

things; thou knowest that I love thee.

Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep"

(John 21:17).

It is love that must motivate the shep-

herds of Israel. That may seem difficult at

the start, because we may not even know
the Lord well. But if we begin with even a

little grain of faith in Him, our service to

the sheep will increase our love for Him
and for them. It comes from simple things

that every shepherd must do. We pray

for the sheep, every one for whom we are

responsible. When we ask, "Please tell

me who needs me," answers will come. A
face or a name will come into our minds.

Or we may have a chance meeting that we
feel isn't chance. In those moments we
will feel the love of the Savior for them

and for us. As you watch over His sheep,

your love for Him will grow. And that will

increase your confidence and your cour-

age.

Quorum leader becomes a true shepherd

Now, you may be thinking, "It's not

that easy for me. I have so many people

to watch over. And I have so little time."

But where the Lord calls, He prepares a
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way—His way. There are shepherds who
believe that. I'll tell you about one.

Two years ago a man was called as

the president of his elders quorum. He
had been a member of the Church for

less than 10 years. He had just become
worthy to be sealed to his wife and fam-

ily in the temple. His wife was an invalid.

He had three daughters. The oldest was

13, and she cooked the meals and, with

the others, cared for the house. His scant

earnings from manual labor supported

not only those five people but a grand-

father who lived with them in their small

house.

When he was called to be president of

his elders quorum, it had 13 members.

That tiny quorum was responsible for an-

other 101 men who either had no priest-

hood at all or who were deacons, teachers,

or priests. He was responsible to watch

over the souls of 114 families, with little

hope that he could devote more than his

Sundays and perhaps one night a week
to his service, with all he did to serve his

own family.

The difficulty of what he faced drove

him to his knees in prayer. Then he stood

up and went to work. In his efforts to

meet and know his sheep, his prayers were

answered in a way he had not expected.

He came to see beyond individuals. He
came to know that the Lord's purpose was

for him to build families. And even with

his limited experience, he knew that the

way to build families would be to help

them qualify to make and keep temple

covenants.

He began to do what a good shep-

herd always does, but he did it differently

when he saw the temple as their destina-

tion. First, he prayed to know who were

to be his counselors to go with him. And
then he prayed to know which families

needed him and had been prepared.

He called on as many as he could.

Some were cold and did not accept his

friendship. But with those who did, he

followed a pattern. As soon as he saw in-

terest and trust, he invited them to meet

the bishop. He had asked the bishop be-

forehand, "Please tell them what it takes

to be worthy to go to the temple to claim

its blessings for them and their families.

And then please testify to them, as I have,

that it will be worth it."

A few then accepted the quorum pres-

ident's invitation to a temple preparation

class taught by stake leaders. Not all com-

pleted the course, and not all qualified for

the temple. But each family and each fa-

ther was prayed for. Most were invited at

least once to a feast of the good word of

God. With every invitation came the pres-

ident's testimony of the blessings of being

a family sealed forever and the sadness of

being separated. Every invitation was is-

sued with the love of the Savior.

During the president's service, he has

seen 12 of the men he taught ordained

elders. He has seen four of his elders or-

dained high priests. Those numbers don't

come close to measuring the miracle. The
families of those men will be blessed over

generations. Fathers and mothers are now
sealed to each other and to their children.

They are praying over their children, re-

ceiving the help of heaven, and teaching

the gospel with the love and inspiration

the Lord gives to faithful parents.

That president and his counselors

have become true shepherds. They have

watched over the flock with the Master

and have come to love Him. They are eye-

witnesses to the truth of what the Savior

taught an Apostle, Thomas B. Marsh. It is

true for all who watch with the Lord over

His sheep:

"Go your way whithersoever I will,

and it shall be given you by the Com-
forter what you shall do and whither you

shall go.

"Pray always, lest you enter into temp-

tation and lose your reward.



ELDER DAVID E. SORENSEN 53

"Be faithful unto the end, and lo, I

am with you. These words are not of man
nor of men, but of me, even Jesus Christ,

your Redeemer, by the will of the Father.

Amen" (D&C 31:11-13).

I testify that God the Father lives and

answers our prayers. I am a witness that

the loving Savior watches over His sheep

with His faithful shepherds.

In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

Elder David E. Sorensen

You can't pet a rattlesnake

Some years ago, Sister Sorensen and
I had the privilege of visiting India. At
one airport I remember walking across

the landing strip and seeing some men
sitting in front of wicker baskets, playing

flutes. As they started to play the music,

they would take the top off the basket

and a cobra would appear! As the music

continued, the snake would rise higher

and higher, nearly reaching its full length

until the cobra would collapse back into

the basket. Once I noticed a cobra fall

outside the basket. The man playing the

flute reached over, petted the cobra, and

carefully put it back into the basket. I was
amazed that a man could handle such a

dangerous creature, apparently without

being harmed. But our guide quickly told

me that this was very risky and told us

that a major cause of death in this prov-

ince was indeed poisonous snakebite.

My mind raced back to the days of

my youth on the farm. In the summertime
one of our responsibilities was to haul

hay from the fields into the barn for win-

ter storage. My dad would pitch the hay

onto a flatbed wagon. I would then tromp

down the hay to get as much as possible

on the wagon. One day, in one of the

loose bundles pitched onto the wagon
was a rattlesnake! When I looked at it,

I was concerned, excited, and afraid. The
snake was lying in the nice, cool hay. The
sun was glistening on its diamond back.

After a few moments the snake stopped

rattling, became still, and I became very

curious. I started to get closer and leaned

over for a better look, when suddenly I

heard a call from my father: "David, my
boy, you can't pet a rattlesnake!"

Dangers of the media's poisonous snakes

Tonight I would like to talk to you
about the dangers of petting poisonous

snakes. The ones I refer to do not have

long, slithering bodies but come in many
other forms. Often the world makes these

dangers look harmless—even exciting and

interesting. But petting such snakes fills

the mind with poison—poison that drives

away the Holy Spirit. 1

Brethren, today's popular entertain-

ment often makes what is evil and wrong
look enjoyable and right. Let us remem-
ber the Lord's counsel: "Woe unto them
that call evil good, and good evil." 2

Pornography, though billed by Satan

as entertainment, is a deeply poisonous,

deceptive snake that lies coiled up in

magazines, the Internet, and the televi-

sion. Pornography destroys self-esteem

and weakens self-discipline. It is far more
deadly to the spirit than the rattlesnake

my father warned me not to pet. The
Bible records that King David was gifted

spiritually, but he stood where he should

not have stood. He watched what he
should not have watched. Those obses-

sions became his downfall. 3

Build fortifications against temptation

Resisting the temptations of today's

electronic media is not easy. It takes fo-

cused courage and effort. In the small

town where I grew up, one had to drive

at least an hour to find trouble. But to-


