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The choir and congregation sang "Re-

joice, the Lord Is King!"

President Thomas S. Monson

They pray and they go

My brethren, I am honored by the

privilege to speak to you this evening.

What a joy to see this magnificent Confer-

ence Center filled to capacity with those

young and old who hold the priesthood

of God. To realize that similar throngs are

assembled throughout the world brings

to me an overwhelming sense of respon-

sibility. I pray that the inspiration of the

Lord will guide my thoughts and inspire

my words.

Many years ago, on an assignment to

Tahiti, I was talking to our mission presi-

dent, President Raymond Baudin, about

the Tahitian people. They are known as

some of the greatest seafaring people in

all the world. Brother Baudin, who speaks

French and Tahitian but little English,

was trying to describe to me the secret of

the success of the Tahitian sea captains.

He said, "They are amazing. The weather

may be terrible, the vessels may be leaky,

there may be no navigational aids except

their inner feelings and the stars in the

heavens, but they pray and they go." He
repeated that phrase three times. There

is a lesson in that statement. We need to

pray, and then we need to act. Both are

important.

The promise from the book of Prov-

erbs gives us courage:

"Trust in the Lord with all thine heart;

and lean not unto thine own understand-

ing. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and

he shall direct thy paths." 1

Examples of a widow and of Nephi

We need but to turn to the account

found in 1 Kings to appreciate anew the

principle that when we follow the counsel

of the Lord, when we pray and then go,

the outcome benefits all. There we read

that a most severe drought had gripped

the land. Famine followed. Elijah the

prophet received from the Lord what to

him must have been an amazing instruc-

tion:

"Get thee to Zarephath . . . : behold,

I have commanded a widow woman there

to sustain thee." When he had found the

widow, Elijah declared, "Fetch me, I pray

thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may
drink.

"And as she was going to fetch it, he

called to her, and said, Bring me, I pray

thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand."
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Her response described her desper-

ate situation as she explained that she was
preparing a final and scanty meal for her

son and for herself, and then they would

die.

How implausible to her must have

been Elijah's response:

"Fear not; go and do as thou hast said:

but make me thereof a little cake first, and

bring it unto me, and after make for thee

and for thy son.

"For thus saith the Lord God of Is-

rael, The barrel of meal shall not waste,

neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the

day that the Lord sendeth rain upon the

earth.

"And she went and did according to

the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and
her house, did eat many days.

"And the barrel of meal wasted not,

neither did the cruse of oil fail."
2

If I were to ask you which of all the

passages in the Book of Mormon is the

most widely read, I venture it would be

the account found in 1 Nephi concerning

Nephi, his brothers, his father, and the

command to obtain from Laban the plates

of brass. Perhaps this is because most of

us, from time to time, pledge again to

read the Book of Mormon. Usually we be-

gin with 1 Nephi. In reality, the passages

found therein portray beautifully the need

to pray and then to go and do. Said Ne-

phi:

"I will go and do the things which the

Lord hath commanded, for I know that

the Lord giveth no commandments unto

the children of men, save he shall prepare

a way for them that they may accomplish

the thing which he commandeth them." 3

We remember the commandment.
We remember the response. We remem-
ber the outcome.

Cummings family prayed and then went

In our day and our time there are

many examples concerning the experi-

ences of those who pray and then go and

do. I share with you a touching account of

a fine family that lived in the beautiful city

of Perth, Australia. In 1957, four months

before the dedication of the New Zealand

temple, Donald Cummings, the father,

was the president of the member district

in Perth. He and his wife and family were

determined to attend the dedication of

the temple, although they were of very

modest financial means. They began to

pray, to work, and to save. They sold their

only car and gathered together every

penny they could, but a week before their

scheduled departure, they were still 200

pounds short. Through two unexpected

gifts of 100 pounds each, they met their

goal just in time. Because Brother Cum-
mings couldn't get time off work for the

trip, he decided to quit his job.

They traveled by train across the vast

Australian continent, arriving at Sydney,

where they joined other members also

traveling to New Zealand. Brother Cum-
mings and his family were among the first

Australians to be baptized for the dead

in the New Zealand temple. They were
among the first ones to be endowed in the

New Zealand temple from far-off Perth,

Australia. They prayed, they prepared,

and then they went.

When the Cummings family returned

to Perth, Brother Cummings obtained a

new and better job. He was still serving as

district president nine years later when it

was my privilege to call him as the first

president of the Perth Australia Stake.4
1

think it significant that he is now the first

president of the Perth Australia Temple.

Missionaries pray and then go

From the movie Shenandoah come
the spoken words which inspire: "If we
don't try, we don't do; and if we don't do,

then why are we here?"

There are now more than 60,000

full-time missionaries serving the Lord
throughout the world. Many of this vast

throng are listening in tonight and view-

ing this priesthood session of general

conference. They pray and then they go,
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trusting in the Lord concerning where they

are sent and trusting in their mission pres-

ident as to where they serve within their

missions. Among the many revelations

concerning their sacred callings are two

passages which are favorites of mine. Both

are from the Doctrine and Covenants.

The first is from section 100. You will

remember that Joseph Smith and Sidney

Rigdon had been absent from their fami-

lies for some time, and they were con-

cerned about them. The Lord revealed

unto them this assurance, which is com-
forting to missionaries throughout the

Church: "Verily, thus saith the Lord unto

you, my friends . . . , your families are

well; they are in mine hands, and I will do
with them as seemeth me good; for in me
there is all power." 5

The second is from the 84th section of

the Doctrine and Covenants: "Whoso re-

ceiveth you, there I will be also, for I will

go before your face. I will be on your right

hand and on your left, and my Spirit shall

be in your hearts, and mine angels round

about you, to bear you up." 6

Walter Krause prayed and then went

Inspiring is the missionary service

rendered by Walter Krause, who lives in

Prenzlau, Germany. Brother Krause,

whose dedication to the Lord is legendary,

is now 92 years of age. As a patriarch he
has given more than a thousand patriar-

chal blessings to members living through-

out many parts of Europe.

Homeless following World War II,

like so many others at that time, Brother

Krause and his family lived in a refugee

camp in Cottbus and began to attend

church there. He was immediately called

to lead the Cottbus branch. Four months
later, in November of 1945, the country

still in ruins, district president Richard

Ranglack came to Brother Krause and
asked him what he would think about go-

ing on a mission. Brother Krause's answer

reflects his commitment to the Church.

Said he, "I don't have to think about it at

all. If the Lord needs me, I'll go."

He set out on December 1, 1945, with

20 German marks in his pocket and a piece

of dry bread. One of the branch members
had given him a winter coat left over from

a son who had fallen in the war. Another

member, who was a shoemaker, gave him

a pair of shoes. With these and with two

shirts, two handkerchiefs, and two pairs of

stockings, he left on his mission.

Once, in the middle of winter, he

walked from Prenzlau to Kammin, a little

village in Mecklenburg, where 46 attended

the meetings which were held. He arrived

long after dark that night after a six-hour

march over roads, paths, and finally across

plowed fields. Just before he reached the

village, he came to a large, white, flat area

which made for easy walking, and he soon

arrived at a member's home to stay the

night.

The next morning the game warden

knocked on the door of the member's
house, asking, "Do you have a guest?"

"Yes," came the reply.

The game warden continued, "Then
come and take a look at his tracks." The
large, flat area on which Brother Krause

had walked was actually a frozen lake, and

some time earlier the warden had chopped

a large hole in the middle of the lake for

fishing. The wind had driven snow over the

hole and covered it so that Brother Krause

could not have seen his danger. His tracks

went right next to the edge of the hole

and straight to the house of the member,

without his knowing anything about it.

Weighed down by his backpack and his

rubber boots, he would certainly have

drowned had he gone one step further to-

ward the hole he couldn't see. He com-

mented later that this event caused quite a

stir in the village at the time.7

Brother Krause's entire life has been

to pray and then to go.
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The calling and service ofJames Womack

Should any of us feel inadequate or

tend to doubt the ability to respond to a

priesthood call to serve the Lord, let this

divine truth be remembered: "With God
all things are possible." 8

Not long ago I learned of the pass-

ing of James Womack, the patriarch of

the Shreveport Louisiana Stake. He had

served long and had blessed ever so many
lives. Years before, President Spencer W.
Kimball shared with President Gordon B.

Hinckley, Elder Bruce R. McConkie, and

me an experience he had in the appoint-

ment of a patriarch for the Shreveport

Louisiana Stake of the Church. President

Kimball described how he interviewed,

how he searched, and how he prayed that

he might learn the Lord's will concerning

the selection. For some reason, none of

the suggested candidates was the man for

this assignment at this particular time.

The day wore on; the evening meet-

ings began. Suddenly President Kimball

turned to the stake president and asked

him to identify a particular man seated

two-thirds of the way back from the front

of the chapel. The stake president replied

that the individual was James Womack,
whereupon President Kimball said: "He is

the man the Lord has selected to be your

stake patriarch. Please have him meet
with me in the high council room follow-

ing the meeting."

Stake president Charles Cagle was
startled, for James Womack did not wear

the label of a typical man. He had sus-

tained terrible injuries while in combat
during World War II. He lost both hands

and part of an arm, as well as most of his

eyesight and part of his hearing. Nobody
had wanted to let him into law school

when he returned, yet he finished third in

his class at Louisiana State University.

That evening as President Kimball

met with Brother Womack and informed

him that the Lord had designated him to

be the patriarch, there was a protracted

silence in the room. Then Brother Wom-
ack said: "Brother Kimball, it is my un-

derstanding that a patriarch is to place his

hands on the head of the person he

blesses. As you can see, I have no hands

to place on the head of anyone."

Brother Kimball, in his kind and pa-

tient manner, invited Brother Womack to

stand behind the chair on which Brother

Kimball was seated. He then said, "Now,

Brother Womack, lean forward and see

if the stumps of your arms will reach the

top of my head." To Brother Womack's
joy, they touched Brother Kimball's head,

and the exclamation came forth, "I can

reach you! I can reach you!"

"Of course you can reach me," re-

sponded Brother Kimball. "And if you can

reach me, you can reach any whom you

bless. I will probably be the shortest per-

son you will ever have seated before you."

President Kimball reported to us that

when the name of James Womack was
presented to the stake conference, "the

hands of the members shot heavenward

in an enthusiastic vote of approval."

Remembered were the words of the

Lord to the prophet Samuel at the time

David was designated to be a future king

of Israel: "Man looketh on the outward

appearance, but the Lord looketh on the

heart." 9

"Be ye doers of the word"

Brethren, whatever our calling, re-

gardless of our fears or anxieties, let us

pray and then go and do, remembering the

words of the Master, even the Lord Je-

sus Christ, who promised, "I am with you

alway, even unto the end of the world." 10

In the epistle of James we are coun-

seled, "Be ye doers of the word, and not

hearers only, deceiving your own selves." 11

Let us, as a mighty body of priesthood,

be doers of the word, and not hearers only.

Let us pray; then let us go and do.

In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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President Hinckley

Brethren, we remind you that the

Tabernacle Choir broadcast will be from

9:30 to 10:00 tomorrow morning. The Sun-

day morning session will immediately fol-

low.

Daylight saving time begins tomor-

row at 2:00 a.m. We encourage you to

move your clocks ahead one hour before

you retire this evening; otherwise you may
discover that the meeting's half over when
you arrive.

As you leave this priesthood meeting

tonight, please obey traffic rules, use cau-

tion, and be courteous in driving.

We're deeply grateful to the men's
choir from BYU—Idaho for the beautiful

music they have provided.

Following my remarks, this session

will conclude with the choir singing "Hope
of Israel." The benediction will then be

offered by Elder L. Edward Brown of the

Seventy.

President Gordon B. Hinckley

Being worthy to exercise the priesthood

My dear brethren, I wish to speak
very plainly this evening about a matter

that I feel deeply concerned over. What a

great pleasure and a worrisome challenge

it is to speak to you. What a tremendous

brotherhood we are as those who hold

this precious and wonderful priesthood. It

comes from God, our Eternal Father, who
in this glorious dispensation has, with His

Beloved Son, spoken again from the heav-

ens. They have sent Their authorized ser-

vants to bestow this divine authority upon
men.

Personal worthiness becomes the

standard of eligibility to receive and exer-

cise this sacred power. It is of this that I

wish to speak tonight.

I begin by reading to you from the

Doctrine and Covenants, section 121:

"The rights of the priesthood are in-

separably connected with the powers of

heaven, and . . . the powers of heaven can-

not be controlled nor handled only upon
the principles of righteousness.

"That they may be conferred upon us,

it is true; but when we undertake to cover

our sins, or to gratify our pride, our vain

ambition, or to exercise control or domin-

ion or compulsion upon the souls of the

children of men, in any degree of unrigh-

teousness, behold, the heavens withdraw

themselves; the Spirit of the Lord is

grieved; and when it is withdrawn, Amen
to the priesthood or the authority of that

man" (D&C 121:36-37).

That is the unequivocal word of the

Lord concerning His divine authority.

What a tremendous obligation this places

upon each of us. We who hold the priest-

hood of God must stand above the ways

of the world. We must discipline ourselves.

We cannot be self-righteous, but we can

and must be decent, honorable men.

Our behavior in public must be above

reproach. Our behavior in private is even


