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Teachings from the history ofJoseph Smith The importance of reading the scriptures

The history of Joseph Smith was writ-

ten to share the story of the Restoration

of the Church in these latter days. The
essence of the story is a demonstration of

trust in the promises of the Lord, and a

source of joy and certainty for all those

who believe.

I have been able to read it many times

and in different circumstances. It im-

pressed me as a child; it was a guide and

source of strength when I was a teenager;

I shared it with courage and enthusiasm

as a young missionary; and even now it

continues to fill me with astonishment

and a deep sense of gratitude. Since Jo-

seph Smith first recorded it, it remains as

a blessing and a gift of faith, a legacy, for

the sincere believer; it is an open invita-

tion for those who look for the truth and

a permanent challenge to the unbeliever.

For those who are not yet members of

the Church, I suggest you read the testi-

mony of Joseph Smith with an open mind
and real intent. You will feel his sincer-

ity, and you will discover the establish-

ment of the Church, restored in a miracu-

lous way!

Although there is ample spiritual con-

tent to this fascinating story, I will limit my
remarks to sharing five principles which,

just as they did for the Prophet, will help

you to come to know God.

A sincere desire to know the truth

Principle 1: Have a sincere desire to

know the truth. Joseph Smith had an in-

tense desire to know God and to do His

will. You can develop that same desire,

and God Himself can lead you to the

truth. When you recognize that truth, do

all that you can to live your life in accor-

dance with it.

Principle 2: Learn the importance of
reading the scriptures. Joseph Smith knew
them because he studied them. He said:

"I was one day reading the Epistle of

James, first chapter and fifth verse, which

reads: If any ofyou lack wisdom, let him
ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally,

and upbraideth not; and it shall be given

him" (Joseph Smith—History 1:11).

During his short ministry, Joseph

Smith also received many other important

revelations which were the result of read-

ing the scriptures. You need to study them
in order to come to know God, who is the

source of all truth.

The value of prayer

Principle 3: Learn the value ofprayer.

The young Joseph said:

"At length I came to the conclusion

that I must either remain in darkness and

confusion, or else I must do as James di-

rects, that is, ask of God. . .

.

"... It was the first time in my life that

I had made such an attempt, for amidst all

my anxieties I had never as yet made the

attempt to pray vocally.

"... I kneeled down and began to of-

fer up the desires of my heart to God. . .

.

"... I had found the testimony of

James to be true—that a man who lacked

wisdom might ask of God, and obtain,

and not be upbraided" (Joseph Smith

—

History 1:13-15, 26).

Our Heavenly Father, as a perfect fa-

ther, knows all your spiritual and material

needs and wants to bless you, which is

why He has given you the commandment
to seek Him and ask Him.

Joseph came to know the truth be-

cause he prayed. In our time, millions of

members of this Church also testify of the
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reality of the Restoration because, follow-

ing that counsel, they asked the Lord with

faith. You have the same right to receive

an answer to your prayers because a tes-

timony is a gift that God gives only to those

who ask with real intent. Try it, and the

promise will be fulfilled.

The blessing of meditation

Principle 4: Discover the blessing of
meditation. Joseph Smith meditated often;

he thought, analyzed, and compared; he

tried to find answers to what he read in

the scriptures. He said:

"During this time of great excitement

my mind was called up to serious reflec-

tion and great uneasiness. . .

.

"... I often said to myself: . . . Who of

all these parties are right; or, are they all

wrong together? If any one of them be
right, which is it, and how shall I know
it? . .

.

"Never did any passage of scripture

come with more power to the heart of

man than this did at this time to mine. It

seemed to enter with great force into ev-

ery feeling of my heart. I reflected on it

again and again" (Joseph Smith—History

1:8, 10, 12).

To meditate about eternal truths is

to think and to ask ourselves, over and
over: "How can I know?" "How have oth-

ers come to know?"
How can you come to a knowledge of

these things? Please meditate about it se-

riously.

The joy of going to church

Principle 5: Experience the joy ofgoing

to church. In his desire to know the truth,

Joseph Smith went to various denomi-
nations in his community. About his ex-

perience with God the Father and His

Son, Jesus Christ, Joseph Smith described

clearly the instructions he received about

other churches:

"I asked the Personages who stood

above me in the light, which of all the sects

was right (for at this time it had never en-

tered into my heart that all were wrong)

—and which I should join. . . .

"... It was not my duty to join with

any of them, but to continue as I was until

further directed" (Joseph Smith—History

1:18, 26).

All of us need to come to know the

kingdom of God on earth and to receive a

testimony of its truth. We go to church to

feel the Spirit, learn His doctrine, renew

our covenants, and receive the ordinances

of salvation and exaltation to return to the

presence of God with our families. You
are cordially invited to come to church and

see for yourself all these things.

Seek with real intent to be converted

Conversion is a personal and spiri-

tual process. Every individual must exam-

ine these principles for himself. It is not

enough to make a halfhearted attempt, ac-

companied by doubts, fear, or lack of trust.

God promises us, because of His mercy,

that He will answer our petitions in accor-

dance with our sincerity. Only those who
seek with real intent will receive their an-

swer, as a gift from God, through the Holy

Ghost.

The Holy Ghost is also called the

Comforter and the Witness. To Him we
owe our knowledge and our testimony

that Christ is the Son of God.
After you are baptized, if you remain

worthy and faithful to your covenants, you

will have the constant guidance of the

Holy Ghost, through whisperings, impres-

sions, feelings, dreams, and warnings.

Why some people do not remain true

History and the scriptures tell us of

people who heard, talked with, or in some
other way had concrete evidence of the

existence of God and His plan for our sal-
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vation. Nevertheless, many of them did not

remain true to their convictions.

We learn from this that it is not what

we learn through our physical senses but

that which comes under the influence of

the Holy Ghost which allows us to under-

stand God's purposes and to follow Him.

When someone has learned these ba-

sic principles and ceases to practice them,

he loses the light and guide which helps

him to understand God and His proph-

ets. The outward sign we see is that they

separate themselves, become less active,

or even contend against the Church. The
inward sign is that they have ceased to

practice one or more of these five things:

1. They no longer have a sincere de-

sire to know all the truth.

2. They no longer read the scriptures.

3. They no longer pray.

4. They no longer meditate about

eternal truths.

5. They no longer go to church.

Draw closer to God each day

It is wonderful that in a time of great

religious confusion, while not yet 15 years

old, in the midst of opposition and even

persecution, Joseph Smith patiently and

diligently demonstrated obedience and

showed us the simple but effective way to

draw closer to God.
This process requires that we learn,

precept upon precept, a little here and a lit-

tle there, until we develop faith and clear

understanding of our divine potential (see

2 Nephi 28:30).

It is our responsibility to strengthen,

day by day, the impressions that we feel

through the Spirit, by applying these five

principles.

It is my prayer that we may do this,

constantly, in the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

Elder Gene R. Cook

Charity—perfect and everlasting love

My dear brothers and sisters, I desire

more than anything this hour to bear wit-

ness, a personal witness, of the love of

God for me, for you, and for all mankind.

What man is sufficiently adequate to be

able to express the depth of his gratitude

in recognition of the love of God? How
blessed I have been for so many years to

be with you and to have found the pure

love of Christ emanating from you. I am
deeply indebted to you and to God.

Defining charity

The Lord said that charity is "the pure

love of Christ," 1 that which is "most joyous

to the soul," 2 "the greatest of all the gifts

of God," 3 "perfect" and "everlasting." 4

As difficult as charity is to describe, it

is rather easily recognized in the lives of

those who possess it.

• An aged, crippled grandmother who
subscribes to an afternoon newspaper,

knowing it will bring her delivery-boy

grandson to her home every day where, at

her knee, she teaches him to pray.

• A mother who, in hard economic

times and scarcity of meat, seems to savor

only chicken wings, to the puzzlement of

all.

• A man who suffers an undeserved

public chastisement but humbly receives it

anyway.

Is not the common thread in these

examples charity, a selflessness, a not

seeking for anything in return? All of our

divine attributes seem to flow from and

be encompassed by this one. 5 All men
may have the gift of love, but charity is

bestowed only upon those who are true

followers of Christ. 6

The very power of God is found in

His attributes of godliness. 7 The power of


