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Sunday, April 7, 2002

GENERAL CONFERENCE
Afternoon Session

Elder William R. Walker

"I'll go where you want me to go"

My beloved brothers and sisters, it is

with deep humility and great appreciation

that I stand in this holy place. As a little

boy growing up in Raymond, Alberta,

Canada, I loved it every time we sang, "I'll

go where you want me to go, dear Lord"

(Hymns, no. 270). Those words, each time

we sang them in a sacrament meeting or

Sunday School, burned commitment into

my heart and soul, that I always wanted to

go where the Lord wanted me to go, to say

what He wanted me to say
—

"I'll be what

you want me to be," dear Lord. That com-

mitment seems appropriate to restate to-

day.

I'm grateful for the sustaining vote of

yesterday, and with you I sustain Presi-

dent Gordon B. Hinckley and his coun-

selors, President Monson and President

Faust, and President Packer and all of the

Twelve as prophets, seers, and revelators.

I bear witness that indeed they are proph-

ets, seers, and revelators.

I love the Lord. I love this Church. I

love the wonderful, faithful Saints through-

out the world who do all that they can to

honor their commitments and to live their

religion. I bear witness that God lives and

that Jesus Christ, His Son, is our Savior

and our Redeemer. I love Him. I want to

do all that I can to serve as He would have

me serve, and I say these words and bear

my witness to the truthfulness of these

things in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

Elder M. Russell Ballard

Brothers and sisters, may I, on behalf

of all of us, express appreciation also to

the Relief Society presidency and their

board who have served us so well and are

just recently released.

Finding peace in Jesus Christ

Once again we are approaching the

close of another uplifting and inspiring

general conference. I always feel so ener-

gized and enlightened during these mar-

velous days of teaching and testimony.

I know that most of you feel the same
way.

Perhaps what we feel during confer-

ence is similar to the feeling experienced

by the Savior's earliest disciples as they

followed Him from place to place to hear

Him teach the good news of His gospel.

In many ways those were disheartening

days for the children of Israel. Toiling un-

der the domination of the Roman Empire,

they yearned for freedom and peace. They

awaited the Messiah; they were sure He
would come to deliver them from physical

and political oppression. And some re-

sponded to the Savior's gospel of happi-

ness and peace, although they did not yet

fully appreciate all of its spiritual impli-

cations.

On one particular day early in the

Lord's mortal ministry, a great multitude

followed Him to the Sea of Galilee and

pressed around Him as He stood on the

shore. "So . .'.he entered into a ship, and

sat in the sea; and the whole multitude

was by the sea on the land. And he taught

them many things by parables" (Mark
4:1-2).

Great and wonderful things were
taught that day, including the parable of

the sower (see Mark 4:3-20). At the end

of a full day of teaching and instruction,

the Lord suggested to His disciples that

they cross to the other side of the Sea of

Galilee.


