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And there may we extend these same
blessings to those of previous generations,

even our own forebears who await the ser-

vice which we can now give.

May the blessings of heaven rest upon
you, my beloved brethren and sisters. May
the Spirit of Elijah touch your hearts and
prompt you to do that work for others who
cannot move forward unless you do so.

May we rejoice in the glorious privilege

that is ours, I humbly pray in the name of

Jesus Christ, amen.

The choir sang "I'm Trying to Be like

Jesus."

President Monson

President Gordon B. Hinckley has just

spoken to us, followed by the choir singing

"I'm Trying to Be like Jesus."

We shall now hear from Elder L. Tom
Perry of the Quorum of the Twelve Apos-

tles. He will be followed by Elder Dieter

F. Uchtdorf of the Presidency of the Sev-

enty. The choir and congregation will then

sing "Come, O Thou King of Kings."

After the singing, Sister Coleen K.

Menlove, Primary general president, will

address us. She will be followed by Elder

Neal A. Maxwell of the Quorum of the

Twelve Apostles. The choir will then sing

"There Is Sunshine in My Soul."

Elder L. Tom Perry

Sacred duty of parents

The fifth article of faith states, "We
believe that a man must be called of God,

by prophecy, and by the laying on of hands

by those who are in authority, to preach the

Gospel and administer in the ordinances

thereof." 1

One of our most important priesthood

callings, one that requires our constant at-

tention, is in our families and our homes.

Brethren, as fathers and patriarchs in our

families, we are "by divine design ... to

preside over [our] families in love and righ-

teousness and are responsible to provide

the necessities of life and protection for

[our] families."

"Husband and wife have a solemn
responsibility to love and care for each

other and for their children. . . . Parents

have a sacred duty to rear their children

in love and righteousness, to provide for

their physical and spiritual needs, to teach

them to love and serve one another, to

observe the commandments of God and
to be law-abiding citizens wherever they

live. Husbands and wives—mothers and

fathers—will be held accountable before

God for the discharge of these obliga-

tions." 2

The power of the priesthood

We live in a world that is crying for

righteous leadership based on trustworthy

principles.

In our Church we have been taught,

in our own unique way, correct principles

of leadership, directed by priesthood au-

thority. I believe few of us realize the po-

tential of the priesthood and the blessing

it is. The more we learn about holding the

priesthood and understand its operation,

the more we appreciate the blessings the

Lord has given to us.

John Taylor once declared:

"I shall . . . briefly answer that [the

priesthood] is the government of God,

whether on the earth or in the heavens,

for it is by that power, agency, or principle

that all things are [upheld and] governed

on the earth and in the heavens, and [it is]

by that power that all things are upheld

and sustained. It governs all things—it di-
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rects all things—it sustains all things—and

has to do with all things that God and truth

are associated with.

"It is the power of God delegated to

intelligences in the heavens and to men on

the earth; and when we arrive in the celes-

tial kingdom of God, we shall find the

most perfect order and harmony existing,

because there is the perfect pattern, the

most perfect order of government carried

out, and when or wherever those princi-

ples have been developed in the earth, in

proportion as they have spread and been

acted upon, just in that proportion have

they produced blessings and salvation to

the human family; and when the govern-

ment of God shall be more extensively

adopted, and when Jesus' prayer that He
taught His disciples is answered, and God's

kingdom comes on the earth, and His will

is done here as in heaven, then, and not till

then, will universal love, peace, harmony,

and union prevail." 3

The Lord gave us a vision of what
the priesthood can be as He directed His

Apostles, who were to carry on the work
following His death. He declared to them,

"Ye have not chosen me, but I have cho-

sen you, and ordained you, that ye should

go and bring forth fruit, and that your

fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye

shall ask of the Father in my name, he

may give it you." 4

A priesthood quorum serves a widow

One of the blessings received from

the priesthood is having the opportunity

of belonging to a quorum. A quorum of

the priesthood consists of a specific group

of men holding the same priesthood of-

fice, organized for the more effective ad-

vancement of the kingdom of God.
President Stephen L. Richards at one

time gave us a threefold definition of a

priesthood quorum. He said a priesthood

quorum is three things: "first, a class; sec-

ond, a fraternity; and third, a service unit." 5

I was taught how a quorum works in

these three aspects many years ago when
I attended a high priests group meeting

in a small community in southern Wyo-
ming. The lesson that week was on justi-

fication and sanctification. It was evident,

as the lesson began, that the teacher was

well prepared to instruct his brethren.

Then a question prompted a response that

changed the whole course of the lesson.

In response to the question, one brother

commented, "I have listened with great in-

terest to the lesson material. The thought

has crossed my mind that the information

presented will soon be lost if we do not

find application to put the material pre-

sented into practice in our daily lives."

Then he went on to propose a course of

action.

The night before, a citizen of the com-

munity had passed away. His wife was
a member of the Church, but he had not

been. This high priest had visited the wid-

ow and offered his sympathy. As he left

the home after the visit, his eyes wandered

over the beautiful farm of the deceased

brother. He had put so much of his life

and labor into building it up. The alfalfa

was ready to cut; the grain would soon be

ready to harvest. How would this poor

sister cope with the sudden problems now
falling on her? She would need time to get

herself organized for her new responsibil-

ities.

Then he proposed to the group that

they apply the principles they had just

been taught—by working with the widow
to keep her farm operating until she and

her family could find a more permanent

solution. The balance of the meeting was

spent in organizing the project to assist

her.

As we left the classroom, there was a

good feeling among the brethren. I heard

one of them remark as he passed through

the doorway, "This project is just what we
needed as a group to work together again."

A lesson had been taught; a brotherhood



ELDER L. TOMPERRY

had been strengthened; a service project

had been organized to assist someone in

need.

Priesthood leadership in the home

Now these principles taught to us in

the organization of a quorum apply not

only to a quorum, but the same princi-

ples apply to the priesthood leadership in

the home. We are under divine command
to "bring up [our] children in light and
truth." 6 If fathers do not raise their chil-

dren in light and truth, then the Lord is

displeased with them. This is the message:

"But verily I say unto you, my servant

. . . , you have continued under . . . con-

demnation;

"You have not taught your children

light and truth, according to the command-
ments; and that wicked one hath power,

as yet, over you, and this is the cause of

your affliction.

"And now a commandment I give

unto you—if you will be delivered you
shall set in order your own house, for there

are many things that are not right in your

house." 7

The Church must retain its family-

based orientation. We need to teach the

concept of building successive generations

of members who are married in the tem-

ple and faithful. We need to teach basic

doctrines and understand the relationship

between personal spiritual growth and
that of the family. We need to make the

outcome clear: inviting members to come
unto Christ and endure to the end.

Marriage is ordained of God

Among the first instructions given to

man and woman was, "Therefore shall a

man leave his father and his mother, and
shall cleave unto his wife; and they shall

be one flesh." 8

God, in His divine plan, ordained mar-

riage to bring about His basic organiza-

tional unit—the family. One of the first

principles He taught Adam and Eve was to

develop a working relationship. The scrip-

ture states:

"And Adam and Eve, his wife, called

upon the name of the Lord, and they heard

the voice of the Lord from the way toward

the Garden of Eden, speaking unto them,

and they saw him not; for they were shut

out from his presence.

"And he gave unto them command-
ments, that they should worship the Lord

their God, and should offer the firstlings

of their flocks, for an offering unto the

Lord. And Adam was obedient unto the

commandments of the Lord." 9

Then the Lord instructed our first

earthly parents to teach their children

about obedience to His laws, "and Adam
and Eve blessed the name of God, and

they made all things known unto their

sons and their daughters." 10

Formula for an eternal family

President Spencer W. Kimball has

taught us about the eternal nature of the

family:

"The formula is simple; the ingredi-

ents are few, though there are many am-

plifications of each.

"First, there must be the proper ap-

proach toward marriage, which contem-

plates the selection of a spouse who reaches

as nearly as possible the pinnacle of per-

fection in all the matters that are of impor-

tance to the individuals. Then those two

parties must come to the altar in the tem-

ple realizing that they must work hard

toward this successful joint living.

"Second, there must be great unself-

ishness, forgetting self and directing all of

the family life and all pertaining there-

unto to the good of the family, and subju-

gating self.

"Third, there must be continued court-

ing and expressions of affection, kindness,

and consideration to keep love alive and

growing.
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"Fourth, there must be complete liv-

ing of the commandments of the Lord as

defined in the gospel of Jesus Christ." 11

Homes should be an anchor, a safe

harbor, a place of refuge, a happy place

where families dwell together, a place

where children are loved. In the home,
parents should teach their children the

great lessons of life. Home should be the

center of one's earthly experience, where

love and mutual respect are appropriately

blended.

You can have this house—or a father

Second only to the importance of be-

ing eternal companions is being an earthly

parent. Fathers and mothers need to con-

sider their roles in this great responsibil-

ity. My children taught me a great lesson

many years ago. Our family had moved
from California to New York, where I had

accepted a position with a new company.

We began the process of finding a new
home by looking in communities closest

to the city. Gradually, however, we moved
farther away from the city to find a home
in a neighborhood that suited our needs.

We found a beautiful home some distance

from New York City. It was a one-story

house nestled in the lovely deep woods of

Connecticut. The final test before pur-

chasing the home was for me to ride the

commuter train into New York and check

the time and see how long the commute
would take. I made the trip and returned

quite discouraged. The trip was one and

one-half hours each way. I walked into

our motel room where our family was
waiting for me and presented to my chil-

dren a choice.

"You can have either this house or a

father," I said. Much to my surprise they

responded, "We will take the house. You
are never around much anyway." I was
devastated. What my children were telling

me was true. I needed to repent fast. My
children needed a father who was home
more. Eventually we reached a compro-

mise and bought a home closer to the city,

with a much shorter commute. I changed

my work habits to allow me to have more
time with my family.

Throughout the ages the Lord has

commanded His people to teach their chil-

dren truth and righteousness. We encour-

age you to gather your families around

you for family prayer, gospel study, family

work, and family activities. We urge you

to counsel with your family members and

encourage them to participate in the im-

portant decisions like planning family ac-

tivities.

Use the priesthood to bless family, others

President Brigham Young taught that

"the Priesthood ... is [the] perfect order

and system of government, and this alone

can deliver the human family from all the

evils which now afflict its members, and

insure them happiness and felicity here-

after." 12

We have been given the great power

of the priesthood. It blesses us individu-

ally and provides blessings for our family;

it blesses the quorums to which we belong;

it blesses the congregations in which we
are called to serve; and it even blesses the

world in which we live. We need to learn

how to righteously follow the doctrines

and teachings the Lord has given to us as

bearers of His holy priesthood. We are

counseled:

"Wherefore, now let every man learn

his duty, and to act in the office in which

he is appointed, in all diligence. He that is

slothful shall not be counted worthy to

stand, and he that learns not his duty and

shows himself not approved shall not be

counted worthy to stand." 13

May the Lord bless us, as members
of His Church, that we may realize what

a blessing it is to have the priesthood on

earth and to be able to use it for the bene-

fit of our families and of all mankind. May
we grow to understand our relationship

to God our Eternal Father and the priest-
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hood He has given to us is my humble
prayer in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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Elder Dieter F. Uchtdorf

Pioneers are our spiritual ancestors

What a joy and privilege it is to be

part of this worldwide Church and be
taught and uplifted by prophets, seers, and
revelators! This conference is being broad-

cast to 68 countries and translated into 55

languages. This is truly a global Church,

with members spread across the nations

of the earth. We are all children of a living

and loving God, our Heavenly Father. I

express my love to you, my dear brothers

and sisters.

Just three months ago we joined un-

der the inspired leadership of President

Gordon B. Hinckley in the dedication of

the rebuilt Nauvoo Temple. It brought us

back to the Prophet Joseph and renewed
our memories of the early Saints—their

sacrifices, sorrows, and tears, but also their

courage, faith, and trust in the Lord. I

have no ancestors among the 19th-century

pioneers. However, since the first days of

my Church membership, I have felt a close

kinship to those early pioneers who crossed

the plains. They are my spiritual ancestry,

as they are for each and every member of

the Church, regardless of nationality, lan-

guage, or culture. They have established

not only a safe place in the West but also a

spiritual foundation for the building of the

kingdom of God in all the nations of the

world.

Gospel brings spiritual refuge after war

As the message of the restored gospel

of Jesus Christ is now being embraced

around the world, we are all pioneers in

our own sphere and circumstance. It was

in the turmoil of post-World War II Ger-

many when my family first learned about

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints. George Albert Smith was the Pres-

ident then. I was only a young child, and

we had lost all material belongings twice

within only seven years. We were refugees

with an uncertain future. However, during

those same seven years, we gained more
than any amount of money could ever buy.

We found a supernal refuge, a place of de-

fense from despair—the restored gospel

of Jesus Christ and His Church, led by a

true and living prophet.

During this time of my childhood I

played in bombed-out houses and grew

up with the ever-present consequences of

a lost war and the awareness that my
own country had inflicted terrible pain on

many nations during the horrific World

War II.

The good news that Jesus Christ has

made the perfect Atonement for man-
kind, redeeming all from the grave and re-

warding each individual according to his

or her works, was the healing power which

brought hope and peace back into my life.


