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Elder Robert D. Hales

Tithing helps qualify us for the temple

Tithing is a test of faith with eternal

blessings. 1 In the Old Testament, Abra-

ham proved his faith by paying tithes to

the great high priest Melchizedek.2 Abra-

ham's grandson Jacob vowed to the Lord,

"Of all that thou shalt give me I will surely

give the tenth unto thee." 3

Tithing has been established in these

latter days as an essential law for mem-
bers of the Lord's restored Church. It is

one of the basic ways we witness our faith

in Him and our obedience to His laws and

commandments. Tithing is one of the

commandments that qualifies us, by our

faith, to enter the temple—the house of

the Lord.

Just over three months after the mar-

tyrdom of the Prophet Joseph Smith, when
the Saints were building the Nauvoo Tem-
ple, Brigham Young wrote on behalf of

the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles:

"Enter steadily and regularly upon a

strict observance of the law of tithing, . .

.

then come up to the House of the Lord,

and be taught in his ways, and walk in his

paths." 4

The strict observance of the law of

tithing not only qualifies us to receive the

higher, saving ordinances of the temple, it

allows us to receive them on behalf of our

ancestors. When asked whether members
of the Church could be baptized for the

dead if they had not paid their tithing,

President John Taylor, then of the Quo-
rum of the Twelve, answered:

"A man who has not paid his tithing

is unfit to be baptized for his dead. ... If

a man has not faith enough to attend to

these little things, he has not faith enough
to save himself and his friends." 5

Tithing fortifies our faith

Tithing develops and tests our faith.

By sacrificing to the Lord what we may

think we need or want for ourselves, we
learn to rely on Him. Our faith in Him
makes it possible to keep our temple cov-

enants and receive eternal temple bless-

ings. Pioneer Sarah Rich, wife of Charles

C. Rich, wrote in her journal after leav-

ing Nauvoo:

"Many were the blessings we had re-

ceived in the House of the Lord, which

[have] caused joy and comfort in the midst

of all our sorrows, and enabled us to have

faith in God, knowing He would guide

us and sustain us in the unknown journey

that lay before us." 6

As was true for the pioneers, the obe-

dient payment of tithing fortifies our faith,

and that faith sustains us through the tri-

als, tribulations, and sorrows in our life's

journey.

Tithing also teaches us to control our

desires and passions for the things of this

world. Payment of tithing encourages us

to be honest in our dealings with our fel-

lowmen. We learn to trust that what we
have been given, through the blessings of

the Lord and our own diligent efforts, is

sufficient for our needs.

A preparatory law

Tithing has a special purpose as a

preparatory law. Early in this dispensa-

tion, the Lord commanded certain mem-
bers of the Church to live the higher law

of consecration—a law received by cov-

enant. When this covenant was not kept,

great tribulations came upon the Saints. 7

The law of consecration was then with-

drawn. In its place the Lord revealed the

law of tithing for the whole Church. 8 On
July 8, 1838, He declared:

"And this shall be the beginning of

the tithing of my people.

"... Those who have thus been tithed

shall pay one-tenth of all their interest an-

nually; and this shall be a standing law

unto them forever." 9
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The law of tithing prepares us to live

the higher law of consecration—to dedi-

cate and give all our time, talents, and

resources to the work of the Lord. Until

the day when we are required to live this

higher law, we are commanded to live the

law of the tithe, which is to freely 10 give

one-tenth of our income annually.

Tithing yields spiritual, temporal blessings

To those who faithfully and honestly

live the law of tithing, the Lord promises

an abundance of blessings. Some of these

blessings are temporal, just as tithes are

temporal. But like the outward physical

ordinances of baptism and the sacrament,

the commandment to pay tithing requires

temporal sacrifice, which ultimately yields

great spiritual blessings.

I know of a couple who lived thou-

sands of miles from the nearest temple.

Although they earned little, they faithfully

paid their tithing and saved all that they

could to journey to the house of the Lord.

After a year, the husband's brother—not

a member of the Church—unexpectedly

came forward and offered them two air-

plane tickets. This temporal blessing made
possible the spiritual blessings of their

temple endowments and sealing. An addi-

tional spiritual blessing came later as the

brother, touched by the couple's humble

faithfulness, joined the Church.

The temporal and spiritual blessings

of tithing are specifically tailored to us

and our families, according to the Lord's

will. But to receive them, we must obey

the law upon which they are predicated. 11

In the case of tithing, the Lord has said:

"Bring ye all the tithes into the store-

house, that there may be meat in mine

house, and prove me now herewith, saith

the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you

the windows of heaven, and pour you out

a blessing, that there shall not be room
enough to receive it."

12

Would any of us intentionally reject

an outpouring of blessings from the Lord?

Sadly, this is what we do when we fail to

pay tithing. We say no to the very bless-

ings we are seeking and praying to re-

ceive. If you are one who has doubted the

blessings of tithing, I encourage you to ac-

cept the Lord's invitation to "prove [Him]

now herewith." Pay your tithing. Unlock

the windows of heaven. You will be abun-

dantly blessed for your obedience and

faithfulness to the Lord's laws and com-

mandments.

A truly equitable law

Be assured that these blessings are

poured out equally on rich and poor alike.

As the hymn says, it is "sacrifice [that]

brings forth the blessings of heaven," not

the sum of our contributions. 13 Members
who freely give a full 10 percent of their

annual income receive all of the promised

blessings of tithing, whether the amount is

a widow's mite or a king's ransom.

Some years ago I visited a meeting-

house of another denomination. Etched

in the beautiful stained-glass windows
which had been brought from Europe was

the name of their donor; carved into the

majestic pulpit made from the cedars of

Lebanon were the initials of a wealthy

benefactor; the most desirable pews were

named after prominent families who had

donated the most to the chapel building

fund.

By contrast, in The Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints, all who pay a

full tithe are equally acknowledged and

blessed by the Lord, without special pub-

lic honors and rewards. He is "no re-

specter of persons." 14 His law of revenue

is truly an equitable one.

The Lord oversees the use of tithing funds

Significant in our day is the way in

which tithing is distributed. As we see ex-

amples of greed and avarice among some
irresponsible corporate executives, we can

be grateful that the Lord has provided a
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way for tithing to be administered under

His direction.

According to revelation, bishops are

ordained to "keep the Lord's storehouse;

to receive the funds of the church." 15 Both

bishops and clerks are expected to be full-

tithe payers who have learned to live pru-

dently within their means. Within hours

of receiving tithing funds from members
of their wards and branches, these local

leaders transmit the funds directly to the

headquarters of the Church.

Then, as revealed by the Lord, the

use of tithing is determined by a council

comprised of the First Presidency, the

Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, and the

Presiding Bishopric. The Lord specifically

states that the council's work be directed

"by mine own voice unto them." 16 This

council is called the Council on the Dispo-

sition of the Tithes.

It is remarkable to witness this coun-

cil heed the Lord's voice. Each member is

aware of and participates in all the coun-

cil's decisions. No decision is made until

the council is unanimous. All tithing funds

are spent for the purposes of the Church,

including welfare (care for the poor and

needy), temples, building and upkeep of

meetinghouses, education, curriculum

—

in short, the work of the Lord.

When a friend of President George

Albert Smith asked him what he thought

of his friend's personal plan to take what

would have been tithing and donate his

tenth in charitable donations of his own
choice, President Smith's counsel was:

"I think you are a very generous man
with someone else's property. . . . You
have told me what you have done with the

Lord's money but you have not told me
that you have given anyone a penny of

your own. He is the best partner you have

in the world. He gives you everything you

have, even the air you breathe. He has said

you should take one-tenth of what comes

to you and give it to the Church as di-

rected by the Lord. You haven't done that;

you have taken your best partner's money,

and have given it away." 17

The tithing of the members of the

Church belongs to the Lord. He decides,

through a council of His servants, how it

should be used.

To Church members and to others

throughout the world, I bear my testi-

mony of the Council on the Disposition

of the Tithes. I have sat on this council for

17 years, as the Presiding Bishop of the

Church and now as a member of the Quo-
rum of the Twelve Apostles. Without ex-

ception, the tithing funds of this Church
have been used for His purposes.

Teach children the law of tithing

The Lord desires that all His children

have the blessings of tithing. Too often we
as parents do not teach and encourage

our children to live this law because their

contribution only amounts to a few cents.

But without a testimony of tithing, they

are vulnerable. In their teenage years they

become attracted to clothes, entertain-

ment, and expensive possessions and risk

losing the special protection that tithing

provides.

As the years go on, is it possible that

a young man can be ordained an elder,

serve a mission, and effectively teach a

law to others that he has not lived him-

self? When he returns home and faces the

pressures of schooling, starting a family,

and a career, will the law of tithing be-

come easier to live? Likewise, will a young

woman be worthy to serve the Lord and

make celestial marriage covenants with-

out having gained a testimony of tithing

for herself? Will she be prepared to teach

her children a law she has not learned by

her own experience? Oh, what faithful-

ness is required of fathers and mothers

who would unitedly call down the protec-

tive blessings of tithing upon their family

and the blessings that are rightfully theirs!

Said President Lorenzo Snow:



30

Saturday, October S, 2002

GENERAL CONFERENCE
Afternoon Session

"Teach the children to pay tithing, so

that it may be perpetually observed. If we
observe this law, no matter what our ene-

mies may do, the Lord will preserve us." 18

Tithing settlement is a sacred opportunity

In a few weeks each of us will have

the sacred opportunity to sit once again

with our bishop and settle our tithing with

the Lord. Your bishop will be gentle and

kind. He will understand the challenges

you face. If you cannot pay back what you

missed paying in the past, go forward.

Begin today. Share with your bishop your

commitment to pay a full tithe in the fu-

ture, and work out a plan to return to the

temple as soon as possible. As soon as you

have demonstrated your faith in paying

tithing over a period of time and kept the

other necessary commandments, you will

be able to enjoy the eternal blessings of

the temple. I plead with you, do not let this

opportunity pass by. Do not procrastinate.

Fathers and mothers, as you prepare

for tithing settlement I encourage you to

gather your little ones around you and

help them count their pennies. Help your

young men and young women consult

their records and take inventory of their

annual increase. What a marvelous op-

portunity this is to plant the seed of faith

in the hearts of your children. You will

start them on a path that leads to the tem-

ple. The generations of your ancestors

before you, and your posterity after you,

will rise up and call you blessed, for you

will have prepared your children to per-

form saving ordinances on their behalf.

It is no coincidence, my brothers and sis-

ters, that under the direction of God's liv-

ing prophet on the earth today, President

Gordon B. Hinckley, temples are spread-

ing over the earth. Keeping the command-
ments, which includes paying our tithing,

will qualify us to enter those temples, be

sealed to our families, and receive eternal

blessings.

A poor family needs the law of tithing

I plead that we will not procrastinate

and that we will heed our Lord's com-
mandment to live the law of the tithe.

I know of two missionaries who visited

a very poor family. The family's home was
made of pressboard and sticks, with a dirt

floor and no electricity or beds. Each eve-

ning the father, a farm laborer, spent his

entire day's wages on groceries for dinner.

Departing from the family's humble home,

the senior companion thought to himself,

"The law of tithing will surely be a stum-

bling block to this family. Perhaps we
shouldn't bring it up for a while." A few

moments later the junior companion, who
had grown up in similar circumstances in

his own country, voiced his own thoughts

aloud: "I know the principle of tithing

isn't taught for four more discussions, but

can we please teach it the next time we
visit? They need to know about tithing

now because they need the help and the

blessing of the Lord so much."

This missionary understood that

"there is a law, irrevocably decreed in

heaven before the foundations of this

world, upon which all blessings are predi-

cated—And when we obtain any blessing

from God, it is by obedience to that law

upon which it is predicated." 19 The Lord
wants to bless this family and anxiously

awaits their obedience so He can.

Tithing is a test of our faith

My beloved brothers and sisters, the

eternal blessings of tithing are real. I have

experienced them in my life and in the

life of my family. The test of our faith is

whether we will live the law of tithing by

our obedience and sacrifice. For, in the

words of the Prophet Joseph Smith, "a re-

ligion that does not require the sacrifice

of all things never has power sufficient to

produce the faith necessary unto life and

salvation." 20
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I testify that the Lord Jesus Christ

sacrificed His life to bring this salvation to

each of us. As His special witness, I testify

that He lives. And on His behalf, I express

gratitude to you, the children, the widows,

the youth, the families—the faithful—for

your sacred tithes. "These deeds shall thy

memorial be; Fear not, thou didst them
unto me." 21 In the holy name of Jesus

Christ, amen.
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To those who grievingly ask, "Why?"

Some of my richest memories are as-

sociated with weekend assignments to

stake conferences as I have accompanied

a stake president in visits to members of

his stake wrestling with life's challenges in

courage and faith, especially those who
have lost a child or who are struggling

valiantly in nursing a sick or crippled or

handicapped child. I know from poignant

personal experience that there is no night

quite so dark as the loss of a child. Neither

is there any day quite so long and exhaust-

ing as the relentlessness of caring for a

child crippled in form or faculty. All such

parents can empathize exquisitely with

the father of the child afflicted with a

"dumb spirit," who, when admonished by

the Savior to believe, responded in an-

guish of soul, "Lord, I believe; help thou

mine unbelief" (see Mark 9:17, 23-24).

And so today I wish to speak to all

who are struggling in this laboratory of

applied faith that is called mortality—and

in particular to those bereaved, burdened,

and grieving parents who beseechingly

ask, "Why?"

Grief is a by-product of love

First, please know that grief is the

natural by-product of love. One cannot

selflessly love another person and not

grieve at his suffering or eventual death.

The only way to avoid the grief would be

to not experience the love; and it is love

that gives life its richness and meaning.

Hence, what a grieving parent can expect

to receive from the Lord in response to

earnest supplication may not necessarily

be an elimination of grief so much as a

sweet reassurance that, whatever his or


