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perfect teacher, the Master. She is a noble

example to all who know her. She is less

than perfect, of course, not because she

doesn't have perfect principles or the per-

fect example in Christ, but because she is

human. She stays away from the evil in-

fluence and the unclean thing, and if it

encroaches on her territory, she is as a lion-

ess protecting her cubs. A fearless woman
of faith has the courage to talk with her

children about practices which would de-

stroy them. They not only hear her discuss

her commitment, but they see her commit-

ment in her daily living—in the way she

dresses, what she reads and watches, how
she spends her leisure time, what she loves

and laughs at, who she attracts, and how
she acts at all times, in all things, and in all

places. She has a certain style of her own
that is attractive and joyful and bright and

good. Our little girls and our young women
can safely trust in her example. We pray

that they too will be fearless as they seek

out and promote that which is uplifting

and happy and decent, for they are our fu-

ture.

Gratitude for women of faith

Thank heaven for women of faith in

our lives. Awoman of faith loves the Lord.

She wants Him to know it by the life she

lives, by the words she speaks, by the ser-

vice she renders to His children, by her

every action. She knows that He loves her

even though she is imperfect and still try-

ing to be better. She knows that when she

does her very best, it is enough, as Presi-

dent Hinckley has told us. 6

A woman of faith is blessed by faith-

ful men in her life who hold the priesthood

of God and honor this privilege: her fa-

ther, bishop, husband, brothers, sons. They

value her and the divine gifts given by God
to His daughter. They sustain and encour-

age, and they understand the great mission

of her life as a woman. They love her; they

bless her. They are in turn blessed by this

woman of faith as they walk the path of life

together. They know, as scripture teaches,

that "two are better than one. . . . For if

they fall, the one will lift up his fellow." 7

I express my gratitude for wonderful

women of faith, for great, noble men, and

for my beloved family, who have lifted me
up and inspired me throughout my life.

They have been an especially great bless-

ing as I have tried to fulfill the sacred er-

rand from the Lord as the Young Women
general president.

Dear brothers and sisters, please know
of my love for you and my great gratitude

to our Father in Heaven and His Beloved

Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. I will honor

and serve Them with all my heart forever

and be thankful for the privilege. In the

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

NOTES
1. Luke 2:52.

2. See Doctrine and Covenants 112:10.

3. See Proverbs 31:11.

4. See Alma 5:14.

5. See Psalm 23:4.

6. See Conference Report, Oct. 1996, 94;

or Ensign, Nov. 1996, 69.

7. Ecclesiastes 4:9-10.

Elder Henry B. Eyring

Counsel to those who are called to serve

Not long ago a young man I did not

know approached me in a crowded place.

He said quietly but with great intensity,

"Elder Eyring, I have just been called as

the president of my elders quorum. What
advice do you have for me?" I was sure
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that what he needed to know and to feel I

couldn't give him there, with the people

rushing past us. And so I said, "I will give

you my counsel in general conference."

That young man is not alone in want-

ing help. Thousands of members of the

Church across the earth are called every

week to serve, many of them recent con-

verts. The variety in their callings is great,

and the variety of their previous Church

experience is even greater. If you are the

one who calls them, or trains them, or sim-

ply cares about them, as we all do, there

are some things to know about how to help

them succeed.

You may think first of being sure that

they get a handbook, lesson manuals, or

the records they are to keep. You might

even give them a list of the times and the

places of the meetings they are to attend.

Then you might be about to tell them how
their work will be evaluated, when you

will notice concern in their eyes.

You see, even the newest member of

the Church can sense that a call to service

should be primarily a matter of the heart.

It is by giving our whole hearts to the Mas-

ter and keeping His commandments that

we come to know Him. In time, through

the power of the Atonement, our hearts

are changed, and we can become like Him.

So there is a better way to help those who
are called than descriptions of what they

are to do.

What they will need, even more than

to be trained in their duties, is to see with

spiritual eyes what it means to be called

to serve in the restored Church of Jesus

Christ. This is the kingdom of God on the

earth. Because of that, it has a power be-

yond any other endeavor in which humans
can engage. That power depends on the

faith of those called to serve in it.

And so, to everyone, man or woman,
girl or boy, who has been called orwho will

yet be, I give you my counsel. There are a

few things you must come to know are

true. I will try to put them in words. Only

the Lord through the Holy Ghost can put

them deep in your heart. Here they are:

You are called of God

First, you are called of God. The Lord

knows you. He knows whom He would
have serve in every position in His Church.

He chose you. He has prepared a way so

He could issue your call. He restored the

keys of the priesthood to Joseph Smith.

Those keys have been passed down in

an unbroken line to President Hinckley.

Through those keys, other priesthood ser-

vants were given keys to preside in stakes

and wards, in districts and branches. It was

through those keys that the Lord called

you. Those keys confer a right to revela-

tion. And revelation comes in answer to

prayer. The person who was inspired to

recommend you for this call didn't do it

because they liked you or because they

needed someone to do a particular task.

They prayed and felt an answer that you

were the one to be called.

The person who called you did not

issue the call simply because he learned

by interviewing you that you were worthy

and willing to serve. He prayed to know
the Lord's will for you. It was prayer and

revelation to those authorized of the Lord
which brought you here. Your call is an

example of a source of power unique to

the Lord's Church. Men and women are

called of God by prophecy and by the lay-

ing on of hands by those God has autho-

rized.

You represent the Savior

You are called to represent the Savior.

Your voice to testify becomes the same as

His voice, your hands to lift the same as

His hands. His work is to bless His Fa-

ther's spirit children with the opportunity

to choose eternal life. So, your calling is

to bless lives. That will be true even in the

most ordinary tasks you are assigned and

in moments when you might be doing



ELDER HENRYB. EYRING 81

something not apparently connected to

your call. Just the way you smile or the way

you offer to help someone can build their

faith. And should you forget who you are,

just the way you speak and the way you

behave can destroy faith.

Your call has eternal consequences

Your call has eternal consequences for

others and for you. In the world to come,

thousands may call your name blessed,

even more than the people you serve here.

They will be the ancestors and the descen-

dants of those who chose eternal life be-

cause of something you said or did, or

even what you were. If someone rejects

the Savior's invitation because you did not

do all you could have done, their sorrow

will be yours. You see, there are no small

callings to represent the Lord. Your call

carries grave responsibility. But you need

not fear, because with your call come great

promises.

The Lord will guide you by revelation

One of those promises is the second

thing you need to know. It is that the Lord

will guide you by revelation just as He
called you. You must ask in faith for rev-

elation to know what you are to do. With

your call comes the promise that answers

will come. But that guidance will come
only when the Lord is sure you will obey.

To know His will you must be committed

to do it. The words "Thy will be done,"

written in the heart, are the window to

revelation.

The answer comes by the Holy Spirit.

You will need that guidance often. To
have the Holy Ghost as your companion,

you must be worthy, cleansed by the Atone-

ment of Jesus Christ. So, your obedience

to the commandments, your desire to do

His will, and your asking in faith will de-

termine how clearly the Master can guide

you by answers to your prayers.

Often the answers will come as you

study the scriptures. They contain accounts

of what the Lord did in His mortal minis-

try and the guidance He has given His ser-

vants. They have doctrine in them which

will apply in every time and every situation.

Pondering the scriptures will lead you to

ask the right questions in prayer. And just

as surely as the heavens were opened to

Joseph Smith after he pondered the scrip-

tures in faith, God will answer your prayers

and He will lead you by the hand.

The Lord will magnify you

There is a third thing that you need

to know: just as God called you and will

guide you, He will magnify you. You will

need that magnification. Your calling will

surely bring opposition. You are in the

Master's service. You are His representa-

tive. Eternal lives depend on you. He faced

opposition, and He said that facing oppo-

sition would be the lot of those He called.

The forces arrayed against you will try not

only to frustrate your work but to bring

you down. The Apostle Paul described it

this way:

"For we wrestle not against flesh and

blood, but against principalities, against

powers, against the rulers of the darkness

of this world." 1

He will magnify your efforts

There will be times when you will feel

overwhelmed. One of the ways you will

be attacked is with the feeling that you are

inadequate. Well, you are inadequate to

answer a call to represent God with only

your own powers. But you have access to

more than your natural capacities, and you

do not work alone.

The Lord will magnify what you say

and what you do in the eyes of the people

you serve. He will send the Holy Ghost to

manifest to them that what you spoke was

true. What you say and do will carry hope
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and give direction to people far beyond

your natural abilities and your own under-

standing. That miracle has been a mark of

the Lord's Church in every dispensation.

It is so much a part of your call that you

may begin to take it for granted.

The day of your release will teach you

a great lesson. On the day I was released

as a bishop, one of the ward members
came to my home afterwards and said, "I

know you are no longer my bishop, but

could we talk just one more time? You
have always spoken words I needed and

given me such good counsel. The new
bishop doesn't know me the way you do.

Could we just talk one more time?"

Reluctantly I agreed. The member sat

down in a chair opposite mine. It seemed

to be just as it had been in the hundreds

of times I had interviewed members of the

ward as a judge in Israel. The conversa-

tion began. There came the moment when
counsel was needed. I waited for the ideas,

the words, and the feelings to flow into my
mind, as they always had.

Nothing came. In my heart and mind

there was only silence. After a few mo-
ments I said, "I'm sorry. I appreciate your

kindness and your trust. But I'm afraid I

can't help you."

When you are released from your call-

ing, you will learn what I learned then. God
magnifies those He calls, even in what may
seem to you a small or inconspicuous ser-

vice. You will have the gift of seeing your

service magnified. Give thanks while that

gift is yours. You will appreciate its worth

more than you can imagine when it is gone.

He will work with you

The Lord will not only magnify the

power of your efforts. He will work with

you Himself. His voice to four missionar-

ies, called through the Prophet Joseph

Smith to a difficult task, gives courage to

everyone He calls in His kingdom:

"And I myself will go with them and

be in their midst; and I am their advocate

with the Father, and nothing shall prevail

against them." 2

Because the Savior is a resurrected

and glorified being, He is not physically

with every one of His servants at every mo-
ment. But He is perfectly aware of them
and their circumstance and able to inter-

vene with His power. That is why He can

promise you:

"Whoso receiveth you, there I will be

also, for I will go before your face. I will be

on your right hand and on your left, and

my Spirit shall be in your hearts, and mine

angels round about you, to bear you up." 3

He will multiply your energy andpower

There is yet another way the Lord will

magnify you in your call to His service.

You will feel at some time, perhaps at

many times, that you cannot do all that you

feel you must. The heavyweight of your re-

sponsibilities will seem too great. You will

worry that you can't spend more time with

your family. You will wonder how you can

find the time and the energy to meet your

responsibilities beyond your family and
your calling. You may feel discouragement

and even guilt after you have done all you

could to meet all your obligations.

I have had such days and such nights.

Let me tell you what I have learned. It is

this: if I only think ofmy own performance,

my sadness deepens. But when I remem-
ber that the Lord promised that His power

would go with me, I begin to look for evi-

dence of what He has done in the lives of

the people I am to serve. I pray to see with

spiritual eyes the effects of His power.

Then, invariably, the faces of people

flood back into my memory. I remember
the shine in the eyes of my child whose
heart was softened, the tears of happiness

on the face of a girl on the back row of a

Sunday School class I was teaching, or a
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problem that was resolved before I had
time to get to it. I know then that I have

done enough for the promise made by
Joseph Smith to be fulfilled once again:

"Let us cheerfully do all things that lie

in our power; and then may we stand still,

with the utmost assurance, to see the sal-

vation of God, and for his arm to be re-

vealed." 4

You can have the utmost assurance

that your power will be multiplied many
times by the Lord. All He asks is that you
give your best effort and your whole heart.

Do it cheerfully and with the prayer of

faith. The Father and His Beloved Son will

send the Holy Ghost as your companion to

guide you. Your efforts will be magnified

in the lives of the people you serve. And
when you look back on what may now
seem trying times of service and sacrifice,

the sacrifice will have become a blessing,

and you will know that you have seen the

arm of God lifting those you served for

Him, and lifting you.

I know that God the Father lives. He
hears and answers our prayers. Those we
serve are His spirit children. This is the

true Church of Jesus Christ. His is the only

name through which our Father's children

may be sanctified and gain eternal life.

The keys of the priesthood are exercised

by the Lord's living prophet, Gordon B.

Hinckley.

I testify that the Savior lives and leads

His living Church. I know that. I am a wit-

ness for Him and of Him. He sees and ap-

preciates your faithful service in the work

to which He called you.

In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

NOTES
1. Ephesians 6:12.

2. Doctrine and Covenants 32:3.

3. Doctrine and Covenants 84:88.

4. Doctrine and Covenants 123:17.

The choir sang "How Firm a Founda-

tion.'

President Hinckley

We express appreciation to the choir

for their beautiful music. Following my
remarks, they will sing "Come, Come, Ye
Saints." The benediction will then be of-

fered by Elder Lynn A. Mickelsen of the

Seventy. The concluding session of this

conference will begin at 2:00 this after-

noon.

President Gordon B. Hinckley

My dear brothers and sisters, I seek

the inspiration of the Lord in addressing

you. I never get over the tremendous re-

sponsibility of speaking to the Latter-day

Saints. I am grateful for your kindness and

for your forbearance. I constantly pray

that I may be worthy of the confidence of

the people.

A wearisome but wonderful journey

I have recently come from a very long

journey. It has been wearisome, but it

has been wonderful to be out among the

Saints. If it were possible, I would turn all

of the day-to-day administrative matters

of the Church over to others, and then I

would spend my time out among our peo-

ple, visiting those in small branches as

well as those in large stakes. I would wish

to gather with the Saints wherever they

may be. I feel that every member of this

Church is deserving of a visit. I regret that

because of physical limitations I can no

longer shake hands with everybody. But I

can look them in the eye with gladness in


