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Sharing the gospel on market day

All of us who are under the baptismal
covenant have promised to offer the gos-
pel to others.1 Sometimes, fear of rejection
or of giving offense looms before us like 
an impassable obstacle. Yet some mem-
bers clear that barrier with ease. I have ob-
served them carefully in my travels. I can
picture some of them now.

Saturday is a market day across the
world. In the countryside of Ghana, in
Ecuador, and in the Philippine Islands,
countless people bring the produce of
their farms and their handicrafts to a town
to sell. They talk with those they meet on
the road. And they visit with those near
them as they wait for someone to buy.
Much of the talk is about the struggles of
existence, of breaking out of poverty, and
sometimes about danger.

Among those on the roads and in the
markets are Latter-day Saints. Much of
their talk with those they meet would be
the same as you would hear anywhere in
the world. “Where are you from?” “Is that
your son with you?” “How many children
do you have?” But there will be a differ-
ence in the Latter-day Saints. It would be
noticeable in their eyes as much as in their
words. They listen carefully with the look
of someone who cares about the answers
to questions and who cares about the per-
son.

If the conversation lasts more than a
few minutes, it would turn to things that
matter deeply to both of them. They would
talk of what they believe brings happiness
and what brings sadness. And the talk

would turn to hopes for this life and the
next. The Latter-day Saint would express
quiet assurance. Not every time, but some-
times, the Latter-day Saint would be asked,
“Why are you so much at peace? How do
you know these things you say you know?”

And then there would come a quiet
answer. Perhaps it would be about Heav-
enly Father and His Son, Jesus Christ, ap-
pearing to the young boy Joseph Smith. 
It might be about the resurrected Savior’s
loving ministry, as described in the Book
of Mormon, to common people who had
faith in Him and who loved Him as we do.

How can I do better at sharing my faith?

If you could hear such a conversation,
which reaches spiritual things in a market-
place or on a street, you might ask, “How
could I do that? How could I become bet-
ter at sharing my faith with those who do
not yet feel what I feel?” It is a question
for all of us who are members. That same
question is on the mind of every bishop
and branch president in the Church, who
now have the charge to lead missionary
work among his people. The answer to
that question is at the heart of the harvest
which will come.

I’ve studied carefully and prayerfully
some who are remarkably faithful and ef-
fective witnesses of the Savior and His
Church. Their stories are inspiring. One
humble man was called as the president of
a tiny branch. There were so few members
he could not see how the branch could
function. He walked into a grove of trees
to pray. He asked God what he should do.
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An answer came. He and the few mem-
bers began inviting friends to join with
them. In a year, hundreds had come into
the waters of baptism and become fellow
citizens in the Lord’s Church.

I know a man who travels almost ev-
ery week in his work. On any day there 
are missionaries somewhere in the world
teaching someone he met. There is an-
other man who seems undeterred by how
many he must speak to before any of them
wish to be taught by the missionaries. He
doesn’t count the cost in his effort but only
the happiness of those whose lives are
changed.

There is no single pattern in what they
do. There is no common technique. Some
always carry a Book of Mormon to give
away. Others set a date to find someone
for the missionaries to teach. Another has
found questions which draw out feelings
about what matters most in life to a per-
son. Each has prayed to know what to do.
They each seem to get a different answer,
suited especially to them and to the people
they meet.

Characteristics of those who share the
gospel

But in one way they are all alike. It is
this: they have a common way of seeing
who they are. They can do what they have
been inspired to do because of who they
are. To do what we are to do, we will have
to become like them in at least two ways.
First, they feel that they are the beloved
children of a loving Heavenly Father. Be-
cause of that, they turn to Him easily and
often in prayer. They expect to receive His
personal direction. They obey in meekness
and humility, like the children of a perfect
parent. He is close to them.

Second, they are the grateful disci-
ples of the resurrected Jesus Christ. They
know for themselves that the Atonement
is real and necessary for all. They have felt
cleansed through baptism by those in au-
thority and the receipt of the Holy Ghost

for themselves. And because of the peace
they have experienced, they are like the
sons of Mosiah, “desirous that salvation
should be declared to every creature, for
they could not bear that any human soul
should perish; yea, even the very thoughts
that any soul should endure endless tor-
ment did cause them to quake and trem-
ble.” 2

Those who speak easily and often of
the restored gospel prize what it has meant
to them. They think of that great blessing
often. It is the memory of the gift they
have received which makes them eager for
others to receive it. They have felt the love
of the Savior. For them these words are
their daily, hourly reality:

“There is no fear in love; but perfect
love casteth out fear: because fear hath
torment. He that feareth is not made per-
fect in love.

“We love him, because he first loved
us.” 3

Pray for the gift of perfect love

Even having felt that love, the true dis-
ciple sometimes feels anxiety. The Apostle
John was clear about that: fear will be gone
when we are made perfect in love. We can
pray for that gift of perfect love. We can
pray with confidence that we can feel the
Savior’s love for us and for all we meet. He
loved us and them enough to pay the price
of all our sins. It is one thing to believe
that. It is something far more to have our
hearts changed to feel it every moment.
The command to pray to feel the Savior’s
love is also a promise. Listen:

“Wherefore, my beloved brethren, if
ye have not charity, ye are nothing, for
charity never faileth. Wherefore, cleave
unto charity, which is the greatest of all,
for all things must fail—

“But charity is the pure love of Christ,
and it endureth forever; and whoso is found
possessed of it at the last day, it shall be
well with him.
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“Wherefore, my beloved brethren,
pray unto the Father with all the energy of
heart, that ye may be filled with this love,
which he hath bestowed upon all who are
true followers of his Son, Jesus Christ;
that ye may become the sons of God; that
when he shall appear we shall be like him,
for we shall see him as he is; that we may
have this hope; that we may be purified
even as he is pure.”4

A man is prepared to share the gospel

The Lord trusts His true disciples. He
sends prepared people to His prepared
servants. You have had the experience, as
have I, of meeting people where you were
sure the meeting could not have been by
chance.

I have a friend who prays every day to
meet someone who is prepared to receive
the gospel. He carries with him a copy of
the Book of Mormon. The night before a
short trip recently, he decided not to take a
copy with him but instead to carry what is
called a pass-along card. But in the morn-
ing a spiritual impression came: “Take a
Book of Mormon with you.” He put one in
his bag.

A woman he knew sat next to him on
the plane, and he wondered, “Is this the
one?” She rode with him again on the re-
turn trip. Now he thought, “How should I
bring the gospel up?”

Instead, she said to him, “You pay
tithing to your church, don’t you?” He said
that he did. She said she was supposed to
pay tithing to her church but she didn’t.
And then she said, “What is this about 
the Book of Mormon?” He explained that
the book is scripture, another witness of
Jesus Christ, translated by the Prophet Jo-
seph Smith. She seemed interested, so he
reached down into his bag and said, “I was
impressed to bring this book with me. I
think it is for you.”

She began to read it. As they parted,
she said, “You and I are going to have to

have more conversations about this.” What
my friend could not know—but God did—
was that she was looking for a church. God
knew she had watched my friend and won-
dered what about his church made him 
so happy. God knew she would ask about
the Book of Mormon, and He knew she
would be willing to be taught by the mis-
sionaries. She was prepared. So was my
friend. And so can you and I be.

Our life and words should bear testimony

Your worthiness and your desire will
shine in your face and your eyes. You will
be excited about the Lord’s Church and
His work, and it will show. You will be His
disciple 24 hours a day in every situation.
You won’t need to build up your courage
for one great moment to speak to some-
one and then retreat. The fact that most
people are not interested in the restored
gospel will have little bearing on what you
do and say. Speaking what you believe will
be part of what you are.

My father was like that. He was a sci-
entist. He lectured to audiences in coun-
tries around the world. Once I read a talk
he had given to a large scientific conven-
tion. In it he referred to creation and a
Creator as he talked about his science. I
knew that few, if any, in that audience
would have shared his faith. So I said to
him with wonder and admiration, “Dad,
you bore your testimony.” He looked at
me with surprise on his face and said, “Did
I?”

He had not even known that he was
being brave. He simply said what he knew
was true. When he bore testimony, even
those who rejected it knew it came not by
design but because it was part of him. He
was what he was, wherever he was.

That is the mark of every person who
is bold and effective in sharing the gospel.
They see themselves as children of a lov-
ing, living Father in Heaven. And they see
themselves as disciples of Jesus Christ. It
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takes no discipline for them to pray. They
do it naturally. It is no special effort to re-
member the Savior. His love for them and
theirs for Him is always with them. That is
who they are and how they see themselves
and see those around them.

The gospel will go to every nation

Now that may seem to us to require a
great change, but we can be confident that
it will come. The change in individual
members is happening across the Church
in every nation. This is the great time fore-
seen by prophets since the Creation. The
restored gospel will go to every nation.
The Savior sent these words to the Prophet
Joseph Smith:

“I have sent forth mine angel flying
through the midst of heaven, having the
everlasting gospel, who hath appeared
unto some and hath committed it unto
man, who shall appear unto many that
dwell on the earth.

“And this gospel shall be preached
unto every nation, and kindred, and tongue,
and people.”5

Whatever tumults occur, we can know
that God will set bounds to fulfill His
promises. He, not just men, has the ulti-
mate control of nations and of events to
allow His purposes to be fulfilled. Among
every people and every nation there will 
be raised up those who serve with absolute
assurance that they are children of God
and who have become purified disciples of
the resurrected Christ in His Church.

Be part of the miracle

A few years ago I spoke to the mis-
sionaries in the training center in Japan. 
I promised them that a great day would
dawn in that nation. I said that there would
be a great increase in the members speak-
ing eagerly to those they met of their tes-
timony of the restored gospel. My thought
then was that the courage to speak would
come from an increased admiration for 

the Church in that land. I know now that
the great miracle, a mighty change, will
come inside the members, not in the world
around them.

They and members across the earth
will love and listen and talk and testify out
of changed hearts. Bishops and branch
presidents will lead them by example. The
harvest of souls will be great, and it will be
safe in the Lord’s hands.6

To be part of that miracle, you must
not wait until you feel closer to Heavenly
Father or until you are sure that you have
been purified through the Atonement of
Jesus Christ. Pray for the chance to en-
counter people who sense there could be
something better in their lives. Pray to
know what you should do to help them.
Your prayers will be answered. You will
meet people prepared by the Lord. You
will find yourself feeling and saying things
beyond your past experience. And then in
time you will feel yourself drawing closer
to your Heavenly Father, and you will feel
the cleansing and the forgiveness the Sav-
ior promises His faithful witnesses. And
you will feel His approval, knowing you
have done what He asked of you, because
He loves you and trusts you.

I am grateful to live in such a time. 
I am grateful to know that you and I are
loved children of a glorified Heavenly Fa-
ther. I testify that Jesus is the Christ, that
He is my Savior and yours and the Savior
of all the people you will ever meet. The
Father and the Son came to the Prophet
Joseph Smith. The keys of the priesthood
were restored, and the last, great gather-
ing has begun. I know that is true.

In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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Seek, and ye shall find

My dear brothers and sisters, I pray
that I may be guided by the Spirit of the
Lord as I share with you my personal feel-
ings and testimony.

One of the most compelling invita-
tions and profound promises given by the
Savior is found in the simple phrase “seek,
and ye shall find.”1

Although the process of seeking in-
cludes prayer and supplication, it goes
much deeper than that. Seeking is more
of a journey than a single event. I liken it
to taking a long, cross-country vacation.
Although we know what our ultimate des-
tination is, the rich experiences and real
learning come day by day as we progress
toward our goal.

The pattern for seeking answers from God

As we seek the things of God, we must
humble ourselves before Him, remember-
ing that it is by His grace that we receive
them, and focus our thoughts and our
prayers, our faith and our desires, even all
of the energy of our hearts that we might
receive light and understanding directly
from a loving Heavenly Father.

The pattern for seeking answers from
God is simple to explain yet much more
personal when applied. To begin, we are
invited to study in our minds and ponder in
our hearts those things that we most desire
of Him.2 This process of reflection brings
clarity and inspiration to our souls. We are
then instructed to present our thoughts

and desires directly to Heavenly Father in
humble prayer with the promise that, if we
ask Him, in the name of Christ, if what we
are seeking is right, and if we “ask with a
sincere heart, with real intent, having faith
in Christ, he will manifest the truth of it
unto [us], by the power of the Holy Ghost,”
for it is “by the power of the Holy Ghost”
that we “know the truth of all things.” 3

Seek the best gifts and shun evil

And what should we seek?
The scriptures teach us that we should

“seek . . . earnestly the [very] best gifts”4

and that we should seek wisdom and un-
derstanding and “prepare every needful
thing.”5 We are admonished to lose our-
selves in the service of others6 and to seek
those things that are “virtuous, lovely, or
of good report or praiseworthy.”7

At the same time, we are cautioned
not to seek the unclean things of the
world.8 President Gordon B. Hinckley has
said: “There is so much evil, enticing evil,
in the world. Shun it, my brothers and sis-
ters. Avoid it. It is as a dangerous disease.
It is as a poison that will destroy you. Stay
away from it.”9 In the book of Amos we
read, “Seek good, and not evil, that ye may
live: and so the Lord, the God of hosts,
shall be with you.”10

Seek to know God and Jesus Christ

What we seek first and foremost,
above all other things, is “the kingdom 
of God, and his righteousness.”11 We seek

Elder Craig C. Christensen

President Monson

Thank you, brethren. The choir and
congregation will now sing “Guide Us, O
Thou Great Jehovah.” At the conclusion
of the singing, Elders Craig C. Chris-
tensen and James M. Dunn of the Seventy

will address us. They will be followed by
Elder M. Russell Ballard of the Quorum
of the Twelve Apostles.

The choir and congregation sang
“Guide Us, O Thou Great Jehovah.”


