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Give thanks in all things

In one of the times of spiritual and
temporal adversity recorded in the Book
of Mormon, when the people of God were
“suffering all manner of afflictions,” the
Lord commanded them “to give thanks in
all things” (Mosiah 26:38, 39). I wish to
apply that teaching to our time.

The children of God have always been
commanded to give thanks. There are 
examples throughout the Old and New
Testaments. The Apostle Paul wrote, “In
every thing give thanks: for this is the will
of God in Christ Jesus concerning you” 
(1 Thessalonians 5:18). The prophet Alma
taught, “When thou risest in the morning
let thy heart be full of thanks unto God”

(Alma 37:37). And in modern revelation
the Lord declared that “he who receiveth
all things with thankfulness shall be made
glorious; and the things of this earth shall
be added unto him, even an hundred fold”
(D&C 78:19).

Gratitude for the Savior, revealed truths

We have so much for which to give
thanks. First and foremost, we are thank-
ful for our Savior Jesus Christ. Under the
plan of the Father, He created the world.
Through His prophets, He revealed the
plan of salvation with its accompanying
commandments and ordinances. He came
into mortality to teach and show us the
way. He suffered and paid the price for
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sent to buy silver polish, and together we
carefully rubbed the stains away.

Caring for the silverware

Over the years we added to the set,
and I watched with amazement how she
cared for the silver. My wife was never one
to get angry easily. However, I remember
the day when one of our children some-
how got hold of one of the silver forks and
wanted to use it to dig up the backyard.
That attempt was met with a fiery glare
and a warning not to even think about it—
ever!

I noticed that the silverware never
went to the many ward dinners she cooked
or never accompanied the many meals she
made and sent to others who were sick or
needy. It never went on picnics and never
went camping. In fact it never went any-
where; and, as time went by, it didn’t even
come to the table very often. Some of our
friends were weighed in the balance, found
wanting, and didn’t even know it. They got
the stainless when they came to dinner.

The time came when we were called
to go on a mission. I arrived home one day
and was told that I had to rent a safe-de-
posit box for the silver. She didn’t want to
take it with us. She didn’t want to leave it
behind. And she didn’t want to lose it.

How to treat what you want to last forever

For years I thought she was a little bit
eccentric, and then one day I realized that
she had known for a long time something
that I was just beginning to understand. If
you want something to last forever, you
treat it differently. You shield it and pro-
tect it. You never abuse it. You don’t ex-
pose it to the elements. You don’t make it
common or ordinary. If it ever becomes
tarnished, you lovingly polish it until it
gleams like new. It becomes special be-
cause you have made it so, and it grows
more beautiful and precious as time goes
by.

Eternal marriage is just like that. We
need to treat it just that way. I pray that
we may see it for the priceless gift that it
is, in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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our sins if we would repent. He gave up
His life, and He conquered death and rose
from the grave that we all will live again.
He is the Light and Life of the World. As
King Benjamin taught, if we “should ren-
der all the thanks and praise which [our]
whole soul has power to possess, to that
God who has created [us], and has kept
and preserved [us], and . . . should serve
him with all [our] whole souls yet [we]
would be unprofitable servants” (Mosiah
2:20–21).

We give thanks for the revealed truths
that provide a standard against which to
measure all things. As the Bible teaches,
the Lord gave us apostles and prophets
“for the perfecting of the saints” (see Eph-
esians 4:11–12). We use the revealed truth
they give us, “that we henceforth be no
more children, tossed to and fro, and car-
ried about with every wind of doctrine, by
the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness,
whereby they lie in wait to deceive” (Eph-
esians 4:14). 

Those who view every calamity and
measure every new assertion or discov-
ery against the standard of revealed truth
need not be “tossed to and fro” but can be
steady and at peace. God is in His heav-
ens, and His promises are sure. “Be not
troubled,” He has said to us concerning
the destructions that will precede the end
of the world, “for, when all these things
shall come to pass, ye may know that the
promises which have been made unto you
shall be fulfilled” (D&C 45:35). What an
anchor to the soul in these troubled times!

We give thanks for commandments.
They are directions away from pitfalls,
and they are invitations to blessings. Com-
mandments mark the path and show us
the way to happiness in this life and eter-
nal life in the world to come.

Testimonies of gratitude for the gospel

In the past eight months in the Philip-
pines, I have heard many testimonies of
the blessings of the gospel. Speaking at

the dedication of his ward chapel, a Fil-
ipino bishop expressed his gratitude for
the gospel message that came into his life
about 10 years ago. He described how it
rescued him from a life of selfishness, ex-
cess, and abusive practices and made him
a good husband and father. He testified of
the blessings that had come to him from
paying his tithing.

Speaking at a leadership meeting, a
counselor in a stake presidency who is a
lawyer and community leader said, “I can
declare to the whole world without mental
reservation that the greatest thing that
ever happened in my life is my becoming a
member of The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints. It . . . made a great dif-
ference in my life and that of my family,
even if I feel there is more that I should
learn and apply in my life. The Church is
indeed a marvelous work and a wonder.”

You do not have to travel to the Phil-
ippines to experience such testimonies.
They are evident wherever the gospel mes-
sage is received and lived. But Sister Oaks
and I are profoundly grateful for our op-
portunity to live and serve in the Philip-
pines, where we have met thousands of
wonderful members in new surroundings
and seen the gospel in a new light.

The process of establishing the Church

In the developing world we learn the
importance of establishing the Church—
not just teaching and baptizing, but retain-
ing the new members by loving, by calling
and ordaining, and by nourishing with the
good word of God. We have learned the
importance of challenging members to
abandon cultural traditions that are con-
trary to gospel commandments and cov-
enants and to live so that they and their
posterity “are no more strangers and for-
eigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints,
and of the household of God; . . . built
upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the
chief corner stone” (Ephesians 2:19–20).
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People who do this become part of the
worldwide gospel culture of command-
ments and covenants and ordinances and
blessings. Such people experience “a mighty
change” in their hearts, “that [they] have
no more disposition to do evil, but to do
good continually” (Mosiah 5:2). The image
of God is “engraven upon [their] coun-
tenances” (Alma 5:19). Such followers of
Christ are found in every land where the
gospel and the Church have been estab-
lished. We have many of them in the Phil-
ippines, and we are working to encourage
more of them. We do this by growing from
our centers of strength, concentrating our
teaching where there are sufficiently large
groups of committed members to provide
the friendshipping, the teachings, the role
models, and the needed assistance to the
struggling newly born members who are
just learning what the gospel asks of us
and gives to us.

Be grateful even for afflictions

The revelations, for which we are
grateful, show that we should even give
thanks for our afflictions because they turn
our hearts to God and give us opportuni-
ties to prepare for what God would have
us become. The Lord taught the prophet
Moroni, “I give unto men weakness that
they may be humble,” and then promised
that “if they humble themselves . . . and
have faith in me, then will I make weak
things become strong unto them” (Ether
12:27). In the midst of the persecutions the
Latter-day Saints were suffering in Mis-
souri, the Lord gave a similar teaching and
promise: “Verily I say unto you my friends,
fear not, let your hearts be comforted; yea,
rejoice evermore, and in everything give
thanks; . . . and all things wherewith you
have been afflicted shall work together for
your good” (D&C 98:1, 3). And to Joseph
Smith in the afflictions of Liberty Jail, the
Lord said, “Know thou, my son, that all
these things shall give thee experience,

and shall be for thy good” (D&C 122:7).
Brigham Young understood. Said he:

“There is not a single condition of life
[or] one hour’s experience but what is ben-
eficial to all those who make it their study,
and aim to improve upon the experience
they gain” (Deseret News Weekly, 9 July
1862, 1).

As someone has said, there is a big dif-
ference between 20 years’ experience and
one year’s experience repeated 20 times. If
we understand the Lord’s teachings and
promises, we will learn and grow from our
adversities.

Many of the inspired teachings of our
modern prophets are compiled in Teach-
ings of Presidents of the Church, our course
of study for Melchizedek Priesthood and
Relief Society. The timeless doctrines and
principles included in these books are foun-
tains of divine wisdom and guidance. Wise
teachers in wards and branches will not
substitute their own subjects and wisdom
but focus on these inspired teachings and
their application to current circumstances
and challenges.

For example, in the current volume
we read these words of President John
Taylor on the subject of gratitude for suf-
fering: “We have learned many things
through suffering. We call it suffering. I
call it a school of experience. . . . I have
never looked at these things in any other
light than trials for the purpose of purify-
ing the Saints of God that they may be, as
the scriptures say, as gold that has been
seven times purified by the fire” (Teach-
ings of Presidents of the Church: John Tay-
lor [2001], 203). 

Pioneers like President John Taylor,
who witnessed the murder of their prophet
and experienced prolonged persecution
and incredible hardships for their faith,
praised God and thanked Him. Through
their challenges and the courageous and
inspired actions they took to meet them,
they grew in faith and in spiritual stature.
Through their afflictions they became
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what God desired them to become, and
they laid the foundation of the great work
that blesses our lives today.

Like the pioneers, we should thank
God for our adversities and pray for guid-
ance in meeting them. Through that atti-
tude and through our faith and obedience,
we will realize the promises God has given
us. It is all part of the plan.

Strength is forged in adversity

I love the musical and motion pic-
ture Fiddler on the Roof. There a wonder-
ful Jewish father sings “If I Were a Rich
Man.” His memorable prayer concludes
with this pleading question:

Lord, who made the lion and the lamb,
You decreed I should be what I am;
Would it spoil some vast eternal plan,
If I were a wealthy man?
[Lyrics by Sheldon Harnick (1964)]

Yes, Tevye, it might. Let us give thanks
for what we are and for the circumstances
God has given us for our personal journey
through mortality.

In ancient times the prophet Lehi
taught this truth to his son Jacob:

“In thy childhood thou hast suffered
afflictions and much sorrow, because of
the rudeness of thy brethren.

“Nevertheless, Jacob, my first-born in
the wilderness, thou knowest the great-
ness of God; and he shall consecrate thine
afflictions for thy gain” (2 Nephi 2:1–2).

My mother loved that scripture and
lived its principle. The greatest affliction of
her life was the death of her husband, our
father, after only 11 years of marriage. This
changed her life and imposed great hard-
ships as she proceeded to earn a living and
raise her three little children alone. Never-
theless, I often heard her say that the Lord
consecrated that affliction for her gain be-
cause her husband’s death compelled her
to develop her talents and serve and be-
come something that she could never have
become without that seeming tragedy. Our

mother was a spiritual giant, strong and
fully worthy of the loving tribute her three
children inscribed on her headstone: “Her
Faith Strengthened All.”

The blessings of adversity extend to
others. I know it was a blessing to be raised
by a widowed mother whose children had
to learn how to work, early and hard. I
know that relative poverty and hard work
are not greater adversities than affluence
and abundant free time. I also know that
strength is forged in adversity and that
faith is developed in a setting where we
cannot see ahead.

Adversity can further the work of God

When we give thanks in all things, we
see hardships and adversities in the con-
text of the purpose of life. We are sent
here to be tested. There must be opposi-
tion in all things. We are meant to learn
and grow through that opposition, through
meeting our challenges, and through
teaching others to do the same. Our be-
loved colleague Elder Neal A. Maxwell
has given us a noble example of this. His
courage, his submissive attitude in accept-
ing his affliction with cancer, and his stal-
wart continued service have ministered
comfort to thousands and taught eternal
principles to millions. His example shows
that the Lord will not only consecrate our
afflictions for our gain, but He will use
them to bless the lives of countless others.

Jesus taught this lesson when He and
His disciples met a man who was born
blind. “Who did sin, this man, or his par-
ents, that he was born blind?” the disciples
asked. “Neither,” Jesus answered. The
man was born blind “that the works of God
should be made manifest in him” (John
9:2, 3).

If we see life through the lens of spiri-
tuality, we can see many examples of the
works of God being furthered through the
adversities of His children. I often visit the
American War Memorial in Manila. To
me, that is a sacred place. It is the burial
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place of over 17,000 soldiers, sailors, and
airmen who lost their lives in World War
II battles in the Pacific. The memorial
also honors over 36,000 other servicemen
who also lost their lives but whose bodies
were never recovered. As I walk past the
beautiful walls where are inscribed their
names and the state of their origin, I see
many that I suppose were faithful Latter-
day Saints.

Reflecting on the wartime deaths of
so many worthy and wonderful members
and how much suffering this has caused
their loved ones, I have thought of Presi-
dent Joseph F. Smith’s great vision recorded
in the 138th section of the Doctrine and
Covenants. He saw “an innumerable com-
pany” of righteous spirits “who had been
faithful in the testimony of Jesus while they
lived in mortality” (D&C 138:12). They
were organized and appointed as messen-
gers, “clothed with power and authority,
and commissioned . . . to go forth and carry
the light of the gospel to them that were in
darkness, . . . and thus was the gospel
preached to the dead” (D&C 138:30). Re-
flecting on this revelation and remember-
ing the millions who have fallen in war, I
rejoice in the Lord’s plan, in which the ad-
versity of the deaths of many righteous 
individuals is turned into the blessing of
righteous messengers to preach the gospel
to their countless comrades-in-arms.

When we understand this principle,
that God offers us opportunities for bless-
ings and blesses us through our own ad-
versities and the adversities of others, we
can understand why He has commanded
us again and again to “thank the Lord thy
God in all things” (D&C 59:7).

I pray that we will be blessed to un-
derstand the truth and purpose of the
doctrines and commandments I have de-
scribed and that we will be faithful enough
and strong enough to give thanks in all
things. I testify of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Redeemer and Creator, for whom we

give thanks, in the name of Jesus Christ,
amen.

The choir sang “Come, Ye Children of
the Lord.”

President Faust

The choir has sung “Come, Ye Chil-
dren of the Lord.” 

As we conclude the conference, we
express appreciation to the Tabernacle
Choir; the combined choir from Brigham
Young University; and the Melchizedek
Priesthood choir from the stakes in Bluff-
dale, Riverton, and Herriman, Utah; and
their conductors and organists for the
beautiful and inspiring music.

We thank our city officials for the 
cooperation given this conference; the
doctors, Church health unit nurses, and
ambulance services which have been on
hand to render assistance; the ushers and
interpreters; and those who are respon-
sible for the beautiful flowers on Temple
Square and in the Conference Center. 

We also express appreciation to the
local and national media representatives
for their coverage of the conference and
to the owners and operators of the many
radio and television stations, cable sys-
tems, and Internet service providers who
have given time and made facilities avail-
able to carry sessions of this conference in
many countries.

As you leave the conference, we ask
you to obey traffic rules, to use caution,
and to be courteous in driving. 

President Gordon B. Hinckley, our
beloved prophet, will be our concluding
speaker. Following President Hinckley’s
remarks, the choir will sing “God Bless
Our Prophet Dear.” The benediction will
then be offered by Elder John H. Groberg
of the Seventy, and this conference will be
adjourned for six months.


