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“Come, follow me”

We are disciples of Jesus Christ. In
the words of Nephi, “We believe in Christ,
. . . we talk of Christ, we rejoice in Christ,

we preach of Christ, we prophesy of Christ”
(2 Nephi 25:24, 26). To believers every-
where, the three most powerful behavioral
words He spoke were “Come, follow me”
(Luke 18:22; see also Matthew 16:24; Mark
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yet see Wales, and fulfill the mission ap-
pointed you before you die.’ ”9

Dan Jones survived to serve missions
in Wales. Thousands of Welsh converts
came to Zion. Some were gifted singers.
They were among the first members of
what became the Tabernacle Choir. When
we hear the choir sing, I hope we remem-
ber Dan Jones, the faithful friend of the
Prophet Joseph. Teach those you love to
remember Joseph’s comfort, given when
he needed comfort. When we comfort oth-
ers, out of our faith in the Lord, He sends
the Comforter to us. And the Comforter,
the Holy Ghost, gave Joseph the power to
give prophetic and loving encouragement.

Joseph showed in his loving kindness
the truth of the words from the Book of
Mormon: “Wherefore, cleave unto charity,
which is the greatest of all, for all things
must fail—but charity is the pure love of
Christ, and it endureth forever; and whoso
is found possessed of it at the last day, it
shall be well with him.”10

Example of the Prophet Joseph Smith

The Prophet Joseph is for me an ex-
ample and a teacher of enduring well in
faith. I do not worship him, but I thank
and love him as the Lord’s prophet of 
the Restoration. He has helped me pray
with the intent to obey. I am better able to
feast on the word and the love of God. Be-
cause of him, I feel the Holy Ghost more
often in the moments when I try to build
the faith of a person in the Lord’s king-
dom. And because of what I know of the

Prophet Joseph and the scriptures which
were revealed through him, I more often
feel the love of God for His children and
His love for me when I reach down to lift
someone up.

My prayer is that we and those we
love will endure in faith in the restored
gospel of Jesus Christ and in His kingdom.
I pray that we will keep the promise as we
take the sacrament to always remember
Him so we may always have His Spirit to
be with us. I pray that in family home
evenings and in missionary discussions and
in all the times we worship together, we
will invite the Holy Spirit by what we do
and what we say and by what we are.

I testify that God lives. I know that
Jesus Christ lives and that He is our Sav-
ior. This is His Church. Joseph was His
prophet. President Gordon B. Hinckley 
is His prophet today. I know this by the
Spirit, which tells me that it is true. I so
testify, in the sacred name of Jesus Christ,
amen.

NOTES
1. Enos 1:27.
2. “The Testimony of Three Witnesses,”

Book of Mormon.
3. Omni 1:26.
4. See James 1:5.
5. 2 Nephi 31:20.
6. History of the Church, 4:461; see also 

3 Nephi 5:18; Doctrine and Covenants
17:6; 20:6–10.

7. See 1 Nephi 11:21–23; 15:36.
8. 1 Nephi 13:37.
9. History of the Church, 6:601.

10. Moroni 7:46–47.
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1:17; Luke 9:23). When asked by a scribe
which is the most important command-
ment, Jesus replied:

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy mind, and with all thy strength:
this is the first commandment.

“And the second is . . . Thou shalt love
thy neighbour as thyself. There is none
other commandment greater than these”
(Mark 12:30–31).

Using the template of these two com-
mandments, let us discuss how we can best
follow Him.

Follow the Savior’s example in prayer

The Savior’s example of the reciprocal
love between Him and His Father was al-
ways evident. Frequent, long, and heartfelt
prayers by the Savior have set a powerful
example for us to follow. The Father’s love
for His Son was ever apparent, particularly
at the time of His baptism by John: “And
lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased”
(Matthew 3:17).

The unity between the two was ap-
parent when the Savior said, “I and my Fa-
ther are one” (John 10:30). Understanding
that His will and the Father’s might even
be transiently different as in Gethsemane
(see Matthew 26:39) reminds us that our
prayers may not always be answered in our
preconceived way. Nevertheless, prayer is a
powerful action principle. The Savior said
that if one has faith and doubts not, “all
things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer,
believing, ye shall receive” (see Matthew
21:21–22). Our love for the Savior must be
accompanied by action: “If ye love me,
keep my commandments” (John 14:15).

Love neighbors and care for the needy

Let us next consider the second of the
great commandments, “Love thy neigh-
bour as thyself” (Matthew 22:39), or its
higher counterpart taught to the Apostles,
“That ye love one another; as I have loved

you” (John 13:34). Although having the
next-door neighbors over for dinner is a
wonderful way to express love, the Savior
chose a much more difficult example when
the lawyer asked Him the question, “And
who is my neighbour?” (Luke 10:29).

There follows the familiar story of a
man traveling from Jerusalem to Jericho
when he was robbed and beaten and left
by the roadside half dead. The Levite and
the priest looked on him and passed by on
the other side. But a Samaritan, who was
despised by the Jews, had compassion and
cared for him. The Samaritan did not ask
about ethnicity before showing mercy. Je-
sus concluded this powerful story with the
admonition to “go, and do thou likewise”
(Luke 10:37).

In every big city we have those who
are beaten down and left by the roadside
—those who are homeless, destitute, hun-
gry, and sick. Some say that by giving them
money we only support their habit of drug
or alcohol addiction, thus enabling them
to continue a lifestyle they have chosen. 
It is so easy to judge these individuals and,
like Job’s friends, speculate about all the
mistakes they have made in their lives that
brought this great misery upon them (see
Job 22; Mosiah 4:17).

Before we pass by like the Levite and
the priest, however, let us consider the ad-
monition of the Savior to “Come, follow
me.” Remember that the Savior was home-
less, had only the clothes on His back, and
was often hungry. What would He do?
There is no question what He would do.
He would show mercy and minister unto
them.

There are many ways to help the
homeless, including the contribution of
time, goods, and money to humanitarian
groups, soup kitchens, or agencies that
deal with these problems. Nevertheless, it
seems to me that we must also show mercy
unto them. The established principles of
welfare are an appropriate guide. Remem-
ber that the poor will always be with us
(see Mark 14:7).
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Importance of charity

The Savior emphasized this principle
again when He discussed the Judgment
Day and the separation of the sheep from
the goats:

“Then shall the righteous answer him,
saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hun-
gred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave
thee drink?

“When saw we thee a stranger, and
took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee?

“Or when saw we thee sick, or in
prison, and came unto thee?

“And the King shall answer and say
unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inas-
much as ye have done it unto one of the
least of these my brethren, ye have done it
unto me” (Matthew 25:37–40).

Peter emphasized the importance of
this kind of charity when he said, “And
above all things have fervent charity among
yourselves: for charity shall cover the mul-
titude of sins” (1 Peter 4:8).

Mormon expressed similar sentiments
with this admonition:

“Wherefore, my beloved brethren, 
if ye have not charity, ye are nothing, for
charity never faileth. Wherefore, cleave
unto charity, which is the greatest of all,
for all things must fail—

“But charity is the pure love of Christ,
and it endureth forever; and whoso is found
possessed of it at the last day, it shall be
well with him” (Moroni 7:46–47).

Qualities of Jesus for us to exemplify

Jesus both taught and exemplified
many personal qualities which we should
consider as we try to follow Him. These
qualities include love, meekness, humility,
compassion, thirsting after righteousness,
and being prayerful, merciful, and pure in
heart. We should never judge others but
should do unto our neighbor as we would
have them do unto us. He taught that we
should be the salt of the earth and a light
unto the world. He said that what a man

thinketh in his heart is as important as his
outward actions. We were told to forgive
everyone, including our debtors, and to
love our enemies. Not only are we to be
peacemakers, but we are also to rejoice in
persecution. He advised us to give our alms
and to fast and pray in secret. He taught 
us to turn the other cheek and to go the
extra mile. He especially cautioned us to
lay up treasures in heaven rather than trea-
sures on earth. (See Matthew 5–7.)

As we contemplate the full meaning 
of the phrase “Come, follow me,” it is ap-
parent that we may have much to learn and
much to do before we can fully respond to
that injunction. It is of interest, however,
that during the first 30 years of His life in
Nazareth, Jesus apparently drew little at-
tention to Himself even though He was
living a sinless life (see Matthew 13:54–56;
Mark 6:2–3). That should encourage us to
do better in our own quiet and humble way
without drawing attention to ourselves.
The admonition to “Come, follow me”
and the question “What would Jesus do?”
provide powerful guidelines for living.
Paying more attention to these guidelines
will help all of us become more Christlike
in our thoughts and actions.

Of the Savior, who is our exemplar, I
bear personal witness that He lives. In the
name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Faust

We invite the choir and congregation
to join in singing “How Firm a Founda-
tion.” At the conclusion of the singing, El-
der Quentin L. Cook of the Seventy will
address us. He will be followed by Bishop
Richard C. Edgley of the Presiding Bish-
opric. We shall then hear from Elder Neal
A. Maxwell of the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles.

The choir and congregation sang
“How Firm a Foundation.”


