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Establishing gospel principles in the home

In the general Relief Society meeting
in September of 1998, President Gordon
B. Hinckley declared: “I believe our prob-
lems, almost every one, arise out of the
homes of the people. If there is to be re-
formation, if there is to be a change, if
there is to be a return to old and sacred
values, it must begin in the home. It is here
that truth is learned, that integrity is cul-
tivated, that self-discipline is instilled, and
that love is nurtured” (“Walking in the
Light of the Lord,” Ensign, Nov. 1998, 99).

Among the old and sacred values to
which we should return are the plain and
simple principles of the gospel of Jesus
Christ. These should be firmly established
in our homes to ensure happiness in fam-
ily life.

President Wilford Woodruff declared:
“The Lord has a great many principles in
store for us, and the greatest principles
which he has for us are the most simple
and plain. The first principles of the gos-
pel which lead us unto eternal life are the
simplest and yet none are more glorious or

important unto us” (“Remarks,” Deseret
News, Apr. 1, 1857, 27).

It is precisely because these principles
are plain and simple that many times they
are not considered when there are chal-
lenges to face that affect family life. At
times we have the tendency to think that
the more serious the problem, the bigger
and more complex the solution should be.
That idea can lead us, for example, to seek
help from people or institutions outside
the home when in reality the most effec-
tive solution will come by applying the
glorious principles of the gospel in our
homes in the small actions and duties of
everyday life. The scriptures remind us
“that by small and simple things are great
things brought to pass” (Alma 37:6).

Principles of successful families

In “The Family: A Proclamation to
the World,” the First Presidency and the
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles declare
that “successful marriages and families
are established and maintained on princi-
ples of faith, prayer, repentance, forgive-

Elder Francisco J. Viñas

“For behold, it is as easy to give heed
to the word of Christ, which will point to
you a straight course to eternal bliss, as it
was for our fathers to give heed to this
compass, which would point unto them a
straight course to the promised land.

“And now I say, is there not a type in
this thing? For just as surely as this direc-
tor did bring our fathers, by following its
course, to the promised land, shall the
words of Christ, if we follow their course,
carry us beyond this vale of sorrow into a
far better land of promise.

“O my son, do not let us be slothful
because of the easiness of the way” (Alma
37:43–46).

So we see, brethren and sisters, that
the words of Christ can be a personal Lia-
hona for each of us, showing us the way.
Let us not be slothful because of the easi-
ness of the way. Let us in faith take the
words of Christ into our minds and into
our hearts as they are recorded in sacred
scripture and as they are uttered by living
prophets, seers, and revelators. Let us
with faith and diligence feast upon the
words of Christ, for the words of Christ
will be our spiritual Liahona telling us all
things what we should do. Of this I bear
solemn testimony, in the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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ness, respect, love, compassion, work, and
wholesome recreational activities” (En-
sign, Nov. 1995, 102).

By analyzing these principles, we can
see that the majority of them are related to
and complement each other and that the
power that makes it possible for them to
be incorporated into our lives comes from
the atoning sacrifice of our Redeemer and
Savior Jesus Christ.

These principles, once applied, will
act as a light that will illuminate each
member of the family and, in a progres-
sive way, will lead us to integrate other
related values and principles which will
strengthen family relationships. We know
that “he that receiveth light, and contin-
ueth in God, receiveth more light; and
that light groweth brighter and brighter
until the perfect day” (D&C 50:24).

If we succeed in establishing and
maintaining our families by applying these
principles, we will be able to observe the
powerful impact that these will have in sit-
uations that affect our homes day by day.
Any hurts caused by the friction of living
together will heal. Offenses will be for-
given. Pride and selfishness will be re-
placed by humility, compassion, and love.

The principles that we choose to in-
corporate into our lives will determine the
spirit that we contribute in our relation-
ships with others. When we adopt a prin-
ciple, its influence radiates from us and
can be felt by others.

Now more than ever, when we see
that the family is at the center of attacks
from the forces of evil—as in the days of
the prophet Mormon, when “the power of
the evil one was wrought upon all the face
of the land” (Mormon 1:19)—it is neces-
sary for us as parents to incorporate these
principles into our lives in order to radiate
their influence and for this influence to be
perceived by our children.

Faith in Christ is built in the home

I would now like to show how these
principles can be put into practice, form-
ing part of a process that will put the ef-
fects of the Atonement within the reach
of individuals and families. This process
begins with the first principle of the gos-
pel: faith.

In a world of changing values where
evil is called good and good evil (see Isa-
iah 5:20), the words declared by Mormon
fill us with hope and confidence by teach-
ing us that Jesus Christ “claimeth all those
who have faith in him; and they who have
faith in him will cleave unto every good
thing” (Moroni 7:28).

That faith that causes us to cleave
unto every good thing comes by hearing
the word of God (see Romans 10:17), and
this word is heard with more power in
family home evening lessons and in family
scripture study. There is no better place to
build faith than in the home, where the
lessons and practical applications are real-
ized and lived day to day.

The Atonement and repentance

It is in the home that one learns that
faith is intimately related to the Atone-
ment, “this being the intent of this last sac-
rifice, to bring about the bowels of mercy,
which overpowereth justice, and bringeth
about means unto men that they may have
faith unto repentance” (Alma 34:15).

Without the effects of the Atonement
in our lives, it would be impossible to de-
velop the type of faith necessary for repen-
tance, and so we would remain outside
the marvelous plan of mercy since “only
unto him that has faith unto repentance is
brought about the great and eternal plan
of redemption” (Alma 34:16).

Repentance—that change that takes
place in the heart, that is born of love for
the Lord, that leads us to move away from
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sin and submit to His will—can “become
effective and accepted by God” “only
through the atonement of Jesus Christ”
(Guide to the Scriptures, “Repent, Repen-
tance,” 206).

Baptism and the Holy Ghost

Once God has accepted repentance,
the process that we are describing leads
us to participate in ordinances and the
covenants associated with them, such as
baptism and confirmation. The renewal of
these covenants is brought about when we
regularly and worthily partake of the sac-
rament, and then the remission of our sins
is realized.

After receiving a remission of sins and
striving to retain it through obedience to
the commandments, we will receive, as de-
scribed in the book of Moroni, meekness
and lowliness of heart, which will allow the
visitation of the Holy Ghost, which Com-
forter will fill us with hope and perfect
love, love that will be maintained by the
diligence we give to the principle of prayer
(see Moroni 8:26).

The person who obtains meekness
and lowliness of heart and who enjoys the
company of the Holy Ghost will have no
desire to offend or hurt others, nor will 
he feel affected by any offenses received
from others. He will treat his spouse and
children with love and respect and will
have good relationships with everyone he
associates with. In occupying positions of
leadership in the Church, he will apply the
same principles as he does in the home,
showing that there is no difference be-
tween the person he is when within the
walls of his own home and the person he
is in his relationship with the members of
the Church.

Vaccines to combat the disease of sin

Principles like faith, repentance, love,
forgiveness, and prayer, lived in the pro-
cess I just described, become the best vac-

cine to combat the disease of sin, which
can manifest itself in families in different
ways, such as immorality, pride, envy, con-
tention, abuse, and other practices that af-
fect family relationships and that result in
pain, deception, and the breakup of fam-
ily ties.

The decision to incorporate them into
our lives and the opportunity to begin the
process whenever it may be necessary de-
pends solely on our agency. It is a simple
process that is within the reach of all. It
is based on the fundamental principles of
the gospel that have been and continue to
be applied successfully by all those who
put their trust in the Lord.

It is our duty to continue teaching
them to a world that needs them more all
the time, because:

“Hath he commanded any that they
should not partake of his salvation? Be-
hold I say unto you, Nay; but he hath
given it free for all men; and he hath com-
manded his people that they should per-
suade all men to repentance” (2 Nephi
26:27).

I share with you my testimony that
these principles are true. I testify that the
Atonement of Jesus Christ makes it pos-
sible to incorporate them into our lives. 
I know this because I am striving together
with my family to live in accordance with
them. In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Faust

We remind the brethren of the general
priesthood meeting, which will convene
in the Conference Center this evening at
6:00 p.m. mountain standard time. We call
your attention to the need to move your
clocks ahead one hour before retiring to-
night because of the change to daylight
saving time. 

The nationwide Tabernacle Choir
broadcast tomorrow morning will be from
9:30 to 10:00 a.m. mountain daylight time.
The Sunday morning session of confer-
ence will immediately follow. 
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Beware of covetousness

My beloved brethren and sisters, what
a glorious event it is to attend conference.
We find that the words spoken are words
of inspiration, and it’s a joy to be present.

I would like to talk about our heav-
enly debts and earthly debts. The Gospels
record that nearly everywhere the Savior
went, He was surrounded by multitudes of
people. Some hoped that He would heal
them; others came to hear Him speak.
Others came for practical advice. Toward
the end of His mortal ministry, some came
to mock and ridicule Him and to clamor
for His crucifixion.

One day a man approached the Sav-
ior and asked Him to intervene in a family
dispute. “Master, speak to my brother,” he
pleaded, “that he divide the inheritance
with me.”

The Savior refused to take sides on
this issue, but He did teach an important
lesson. “Beware of covetousness,” He told
him, “for a man’s life consisteth not in the
abundance of the things which he posses-
seth.”1

Brothers and sisters, beware of cov-
etousness. It is one of the great afflictions
of these latter days. It creates greed and
resentment. Often it leads to bondage,
heartbreak, and crushing, grinding debt.

The number of marriages that have
been shattered over money issues is stag-
gering. The amount of heartbreak is great.
The stress that comes from worry over

money has burdened families, caused sick-
ness, depression, and even premature
death.

Earthly debts

In spite of the teachings of the Church
from its earliest days until today, members
sometimes fall victim to many unwise and
foolish financial practices. Some continue
to spend, thinking that somehow the
money will become available. Somehow
they will survive.

Far too often, the money hoped for
does not appear.

Remember this: debt is a form of bon-
dage. It is a financial termite. When we
make purchases on credit, they give us
only an illusion of prosperity. We think we
own things, but the reality is, our things
own us.

Some debt—such as for a modest
home, expenses for education, perhaps for
a needed first car—may be necessary. But
never should we enter into financial bon-
dage through consumer debt without care-
fully weighing the costs.

We have often heard that interest is a
good servant but a terrible master. Presi-
dent J. Reuben Clark Jr. described it this
way: “Interest never sleeps nor sickens
nor dies; it never goes to the hospital; it
works on Sundays and holidays; it never
takes a vacation. . . . Once in debt, interest
is your companion every minute of the day
and night; you cannot shun it or slip away

Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin

We thank the Relief Society choir
from stakes in Salt Lake for their beau-
tiful music which they have provided this
afternoon. They will now sing “Come, Ye
Children of the Lord.” 

Our concluding speaker at this session
will be Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin of the
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles. Follow-

ing his remarks, the choir will sing “Go
Forth with Faith.” At the conclusion of
the singing, the benediction will be offered
by Elder Steven E. Snow of the Seventy.

The choir sang “Come, Ye Children
of the Lord.”


