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architectural masterpieces in the entire
world and a building of immense histori-
cal interest. Its historical qualities will be
carefully preserved, while its utility, com-
fort, and safety will be increased. We are
grateful that we have this Conference Cen-
ter, where we can meet for such gatherings
as this. I now ask myself, “What would we
do without it?”

Educational and missionary programs

I am pleased to report that the Perpet-
ual Education Fund continues to grow, 
as does the number of those who are the
beneficiaries of this wonderful undertak-
ing.

We are strengthening our missionary
program. We are striving to bring a greater
measure of spirituality into the work of our
vast body of missionaries.

Our educational program continues to
grow, extending its influence wherever the
Church is established.

New publication of the Book of Mormon

The Book of Mormon was recently in-
cluded as one of the 20 most influential
books ever published in America. We are
now joining hands with a commercial pub-
lisher to enlarge the distribution of this 
sacred volume, this second witness of the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Greater faith and vitality than ever before

And so, brothers and sisters, I might
continue. Suffice it to say that I believe the
Church is in better condition than it has

been at any time in its entire history. I
have been around now for nearly 95 years
of that history, and I have seen much of 
it firsthand. I am satisfied that there is
greater faith, there is a broader measure of
service, and there is a more general mea-
sure of integrity among our youth. There is
greater vitality in all aspects of the work
than we have ever seen before. Let us glory
in this wonderful season of the work of 
the Lord. Let us not be proud or arrogant.
Let us be humbly grateful. And let us, each
one, resolve within himself or herself that
we will add to the luster of this magnificent
work of the Almighty, that it may shine
across the earth as a beacon of strength
and goodness for all the world to look
upon, is my humble prayer, in the name of
Jesus Christ, amen.

The choir sang “Each Life That
Touches Ours for Good.”

President Monson

The choir just sang “Each Life That
Touches Ours for Good.”

We shall now hear from Elder Jeffrey
R. Holland of the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles, after which we shall hear from
Elder John H. Groberg of the Presidency
of the Seventy. The choir and congregation
will then sing “We Thank Thee, O God, for
a Prophet.”

Following the singing, we shall hear
from Elder Dale E. Miller of the Seventy.
Elder Richard G. Scott of the Quorum of
the Twelve Apostles will then address us.

Elder Jeffrey R. Holland
An affection stronger than death

On behalf of my Brethren in the Quo-
rum of the Twelve Apostles, may I be the
first to welcome Elders Dieter Uchtdorf

and David Bednar to their new callings
and the sweet association that lies ahead
of them. When the original Twelve were
called in this dispensation, they were told
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that their appointment was “calculated to
create for you an affection for each other,
stronger than death.”1 We already have
such affection for you, brethren, for your
wives, and for your families. We say with
one heart and one voice, “Welcome, dear
friends.”

In the spirit of President Hinckley’s
tender remarks, may I also express that
same “affection . . . stronger than death”
and the deep personal loss felt by all of us
in the passing of our beloved David B.
Haight and Neal A. Maxwell. To those two
brethren and their sweet Ruby and Col-
leen, respectively, we say that we love you,
we reverence your service, and we honor
the exemplary lives you have lived. Each 
of us considers it the greatest of privileges
to know you and to have served at your
side. You are precious to us forever.

A foundation of apostles and prophets

In light of such significant transitions
in the rolling forth of this work, I wish to
say something this morning of the apostle-
ship and the importance of its perpetua-
tion in the true Church of Jesus Christ. In
so doing I speak not of the men who hold
that office but rather of the office itself, 
a calling in the holy Melchizedek Priest-
hood which the Savior Himself has desig-
nated for the watch care of His people and
the witnessing of His name.

In order to establish a church that
would continue under His direction even
after He was taken from the earth, Jesus
“went . . . into a mountain to pray, and
continued all night in prayer to God. And
when it was day, he called unto him his
disciples: and of them he chose twelve,
whom also he named apostles.”2

Later on, Paul would teach that the
Savior, knowing the inevitability of His
death, had done this to give the Church 
a “foundation of . . . apostles and proph-
ets.”3 These brethren and the other offi-

cers of the Church would serve under the
direction of the resurrected Christ.

Why? Among other reasons, so “that
we henceforth be no more children, tossed
to and fro, and carried about with every
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men,
and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in
wait to deceive.”4

Thus the apostolic and prophetic foun-
dation of the Church was to bless in all
times, but especially in times of adversity
or danger, times when we might feel like
children, confused or disoriented, perhaps
a little fearful, times in which the devious
hand of men or the maliciousness of the
devil would attempt to unsettle or mislead.
Against such times as come in our mod-
ern day, the First Presidency and Quorum
of the Twelve are commissioned by God
and sustained by you as prophets, seers,
and revelators, with the President of the
Church sustained as the prophet, seer, and
revelator, the senior Apostle, and as such
the only man authorized to exercise all of
the revelatory and administrative keys for
the Church. 

In New Testament times, in Book of
Mormon times, and in modern times these
officers form the foundation stones of the
true Church, positioned around and gain-
ing their strength from the chief corner-
stone, “the rock of our Redeemer, who is
[Jesus] Christ, the Son of God,”5 He who
is the great “Apostle and High Priest of
our profession,” to use Paul’s phrase.6

Such a foundation in Christ was and is al-
ways to be a protection in days “when the
devil shall send forth his mighty winds,
yea, his shafts in the whirlwind, yea, when
all his hail and his mighty storm shall beat
upon you.” In such days as we are now
in—and will more or less always be in—
the storms of life “shall have no power
over you . . . because of the rock upon
which ye are built, which is a sure founda-
tion, a foundation whereon if men build
they cannot fall.”7
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Recognizing the need for Apostles

Three weeks ago I was at a stake con-
ference in the lovely little mountain com-
munity of Prescott, Arizona. Following
the delightful events of that weekend, a
sister silently slipped me a note as she and
others came by to shake hands and say
good-bye. With some hesitation I share a
portion of it with you this morning. Please
focus on the doctrine this sister teaches,
not the participants in the exchange.

“Dear Elder Holland, thank you for
the testimony you bore in this conference
of the Savior and His love. Forty-one years
ago I prayed earnestly to the Lord and told
Him I wished I had lived on earth when
the Apostles walked upon it, when there
had been a true Church, and when Christ’s
voice was still heard. Within a year of that
prayer, Heavenly Father sent two LDS
missionaries to me, and I found that all
those hopes could be realized. Perhaps
some hour when you are tired or troubled,
this note will help you remember why
hearing your voice and shaking your hand
is so important to me and to millions just
like me. Your sister in love and gratitude,
Gloria Clements.”

Well, Sister Clements, your very ten-
der note recalled for me a similar hope and
almost the same language once used in 
my own family. In the tumultuous years of
the first settlements in this nation, Roger
Williams, my volatile and determined 10th
great-grandfather, fled—not entirely of 
his own volition—from the Massachusetts
Bay Colony and settled in what is now the
state of Rhode Island. He called his head-
quarters Providence, the very name itself
revealing his lifelong quest for divine inter-
ventions and heavenly manifestations. But
he never found what he felt was the true
New Testament church of earlier times. 
Of this disappointed seeker the legendary
Cotton Mather said, “Mr. Williams [fi-
nally] told [his followers] ‘that being him-
self misled, he had [misled them,’ and] he
was now satisfied that there was none upon

earth that could administer baptism [or any
of the ordinances of the gospel], . . . [so] 
he advised them therefore to forego all . . .
and wait for the coming of new apostles.”8

Roger Williams did not live to see those
longed-for new Apostles raised up, but in a
future time I hope to be able to tell him
personally that his posterity did live to see
such.

Recognizing the need for revelation

Anxiety and expectation regarding the
need for divine direction were not uncom-
mon among those religious reformers who
set the stage for the restoration of the gos-
pel. One of the most famous of the New
England preachers, Jonathan Edwards,
said, “It seems to me a[n] . . . unreasonable
thing, to suppose that there should be a
God . . . that has so much concern [for us], 
. . . and yet that he should never speak, . . .
that there should be no word [from him].”9

Later the incomparable Ralph Waldo
Emerson rocked the very foundations of
New England ecclesiastical orthodoxy
when he said to the Divinity School at
Harvard: 

“It is my duty to say to you that the
need was never greater [for] new revela-
tion than now.” “The doctrine of inspira-
tion is lost. . . . Miracles, prophecy, . . . the
holy life, exist as ancient history [only]. . . .
Men have come to speak of . . . revelation
as somewhat long ago given and done, 
as if God were dead. . . . It is the office of 
a true teacher,” he warned, “to show us
that God is, not was; that He speaketh, not
spake.”10

In essence, Mr. Emerson was saying,
“If you persist in handing out stones when
people ask for bread, they will eventually
stop coming to the bakery.”11

The principle of present revelation

Consider these stunning indictments
from the towering figures of American 
history, to say nothing of the prayers of a
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Gloria Clements, and it highlights in bold
relief the powerful message of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, espe-
cially to those of you who meet our mission-
aries. Prophets? Seers? Revelators? The
events of 1820 and 1830, and the events of
nearly two centuries that have followed, 
declare that revelations and those who re-
ceive them are not “long ago given and
done.”

In the very year Mr. Emerson gave his
Divinity School address implicitly plead-
ing for such, Elder John Taylor, a young
English immigrant to this country, was
called to be an Apostle of the Lord Jesus
Christ, a prophet, a seer, a revelator. In
that calling Elder Taylor once said in sym-
pathy with honest seekers of truth: 

“Whoever heard of true religion with-
out communication with God? To me the
thing is the most absurd that the human
mind could conceive of. I do not wonder,”
said Brother Taylor, “[that] when the peo-
ple generally reject the principle of pres-
ent revelation, . . . skepticism and infidelity
prevail to such an alarming extent. I do not
wonder,” he continued, “that so many men
treat religion with contempt, and regard it
as something not worth the attention of 
intelligent beings, for without revelation
religion is a mockery and a farce. . . . The
principle of present revelation . . . is the very
foundation of our religion.”12

Joseph Smith’s legacy of revelation

The principle of present revelation?
The very foundation of our religion? Let
me return from those foundations to the
present, the here and now, the 21st cen-
tury. For one and all—ecclesiastics, histo-
rians, and laymen alike—the issue is still
the same. Are the heavens open? Does
God reveal His will to prophets and apos-
tles as in days of old? That they are and
that He does is the unflinching declara-
tion of The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints to all the world. And in that
declaration lies the significance of Joseph

Smith, the Prophet, for nearly 200 years
now.

His life asked and answered the ques-
tion “Do you believe God speaks to man?”
In all else that he accomplished in his brief
381⁄2 years, Joseph left us above all else 
the resolute legacy of divine revelation—
not a single, isolated revelation without 
evidence or consequence, and not “a mild
sort of inspiration seeping into the minds
of all good people” everywhere, but spe-
cific, documented, ongoing directions from
God. As a good friend and faithful LDS
scholar has succinctly put it:

“At a time when the origins of Chris-
tianity were under assault by the forces of
Enlightenment rationality, Joseph Smith
[unequivocally and singlehandedly] re-
turned modern Christianity to its origins
in revelation.”13

Expression of gratitude and testimony

We do “thank thee, O God, for a
prophet to guide us in these latter days,”14

because many of those days will be wind-
blown and tempest-tossed. We give thanks
for that morning in the spring of 1820
when the Father and the Son appeared in
glory to a 14-year-old boy. We give thanks
for that morning when Peter, James, and
John came to restore the keys of the holy
priesthood and all the offices in it. And 
in our generation we give thanks for the
morning of September 30, 1961, 43 years
ago this weekend, when (then) Elder Gor-
don B. Hinckley was called to the apostle-
ship, the 75th man in this dispensation to
be so named. And so it goes down to a day
such as this, and so it will go continually
until the Savior comes.

In a world of unrest and fear, political
turmoil and moral drift, I testify that Jesus
is the Christ—that He is the living Bread
and living Water—still, yet, and always
the great Shield of safety in our lives, the
mighty Stone of Israel, the Anchor of this,
His living Church. I testify of His proph-
ets, seers, and revelators, who constitute
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the ongoing foundation of that Church,
and bear witness that such offices and such 
oracles are at work now, under the guid-
ance of the Savior of us all, in and for our
very needful day. Of these truths and of
the divinity of this work I bear witness. Of
them I am a witness, in the sacred name 
of Jesus Christ, amen.
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Elder John H. Groberg
The power of God’s love

What is it about true love that touches
every heart? Why does the simple phrase
“I love you” evoke such universal joy?

Men give various reasons, but the real
reason is that every person who comes to
earth is a spirit son or daughter of God.
Since all love emanates from God, we are
born with the capacity and the desire to
love and to be loved. One of the strongest
connections we have with our premortal
life is how much our Father and Jesus
loved us and how much we loved Them.
Even though a veil was drawn over our
memory, whenever we sense true love, it
awakens a longing that cannot be denied.

Responding to true love is part of our
very being. We innately desire to recon-
nect here with the love we felt there. Only
as we feel God’s love and fill our hearts
with His love can we be truly happy.

God’s love fills the immensity of space;
therefore, there is no shortage of love in
the universe, only in our willingness to do
what is needed to feel it. To do this, Jesus

explained we must “love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, . . . soul, . . . strength,
and . . . mind; and thy neighbour as thy-
self” (Luke 10:27).

Obedience helps us find lasting love

The more we obey God, the more we
desire to help others. The more we help
others, the more we love God, and on and
on. Conversely, the more we disobey God
and the more selfish we are, the less love
we feel.

Trying to find lasting love without
obeying God is like trying to quench thirst
by drinking from an empty cup—you can
go through the motions, but the thirst re-
mains. Similarly, trying to find love with-
out helping and sacrificing for others is like
trying to live without eating—it is against
the laws of nature and cannot succeed. We
cannot fake love. It must become part of
us. The prophet Mormon explained:

“Charity is the pure love of Christ, and
it endureth forever; and whoso is found


