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Finding faith in Jesus Christ

I too would like to express our love
and the thoughts and prayers that we had
this morning in our family for Elder Ucht-
dorf and Elder Bednar. We look forward
to their association and to hearing their
faith and their testimony.

Believing in the Savior and His mis-
sion is so essential that it is the first prin-
ciple of the gospel: “Faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ.”1 What is faith? In his epistle
to the Hebrews in the New Testament, the
Apostle Paul taught that “faith is the sub-
stance of things hoped for, the evidence 
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learned he had spent most of the summer
away from his university studies, that he
might serve his grandmother’s needs. I
said to him, “Shawn, you will never regret
your decision. Your grandmother feels
you are heaven-sent, an answer to her
prayers.”

He replied, “I chose to come because
I love her and know this is what my Heav-
enly Father would have me do.”

Tears were near the surface. Grand-
mother told us how she enjoyed being
helped by her grandson and introducing
him to each employee and every patient 
in the hospital. Hand in hand, they walked
the halls, and during the night he was close
by.

Olive Davies has passed on to her re-
ward, there to meet her faithful husband
and together continue an eternal journey.
In a grandson’s heart there will ever re-
main those words, “Choose the right when
a choice is placed before you. In the right
the Holy Spirit guides.”19

Such are foundation stones in build-
ing one’s personal temple. As the Apostle
Paul counseled, “Know ye not that ye are
the temple of God, and that the Spirit of
God dwelleth in you?”20

A simple formula

May I leave with you today a simple
yet far-reaching formula to guide you in
the choices of life:

Fill your minds with truth.
Fill your hearts with love.
Fill your lives with service.
By doing so, may we one day hear the

plaudit from our Lord and Savior, “Well
done, good and faithful servant; thou hast
been faithful over a few things, I will make
thee ruler over many things: enter thou
into the joy of thy lord.”21

In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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of things not seen.”2 And how do we gain
faith? How do we gain evidence of our
Savior, whom we have not seen? The scrip-
tures teach us:

“To some it is given by the Holy Ghost
to know that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God, and that he was crucified for the sins
of the world.

“To others it is given to believe on their
words, that they also might have eternal
life if they continue faithful.”3

From the beginning of time, prophets
have known that Jesus Christ is the Son 
of God, of His mortal mission, and of His
Atonement for all mankind. Sacred rec-
ords give the prophecies of thousands of
years, not only of the first coming of our
Savior but also of the Second Coming—a
glorious day that will most assuredly come.

If we had lived in the days of these
prophets of old, would we have believed
on their words? Would we have had faith
in the coming of our Savior?

Responses to Samuel’s prophecies

In ancient America, Samuel the La-
manite prophesied that on the night of 
the Savior’s birth “there [would] be great
lights in heaven, . . . insomuch that it shall
appear unto man as if it was day.”4

Many believed Samuel and went to
find Nephi, confessed their sins, repented,
and were baptized. “And angels did ap-
pear unto [them], and did declare unto
them glad tidings of great joy.”5

But for the most part, the Nephites
“harden[ed] their hearts”6 and became
blind to the “signs and wonders” of the
times. These signs were given so that the
people “might know that the Christ must
shortly come.”7 But instead of heeding
them, the Nephites depended “upon their
own . . . wisdom, saying: Some things [the
believers] may have guessed right, [but] it
is not reasonable that such a being as a
Christ shall come.”8

In those days as in ours, some naysay-
ers, called anti-Christs, convinced others

that there was no need for a Savior and
His Atonement. When Samuel’s prophecy
was finally fulfilled and there was a “day
and a night and a day, as if it were one
day,”9 what joy must have filled the hearts
of those who had believed in the prophets!
“It had come to pass, yea, all things, every
whit, according to the words of the proph-
ets. And it came to pass also that a new
star did appear, according to the word.”10

Tests of faith for believers

Those who believed the words of the
prophets recognized the Savior through-
out His life and ministry and were blessed
to follow Him. But sometimes the faith 
of even the most devoted followers was
tested. After the Crucifixion, Thomas
heard his brethren testify that the Savior
had risen from the tomb. But instead of
believing their words, Thomas declared,
“Except I shall see . . . , I will not believe.”11

Later this beloved Apostle was given the
opportunity to touch the prints of the nails
in the Savior’s hands and confessed, “My
Lord and my God.” 12 The Savior then 
lovingly taught him as He has taught all 
of us what it means to have faith: “Be-
cause thou hast seen me, thou hast be-
lieved: blessed are they that have not
seen, and yet have believed.”13

Believers on the American continent
faced similar tests of faith. As Samuel had
prophesied, there were great “thunderings
and lightnings,”14 and darkness covered
“the whole earth for the space of three
days.”15 But those who had “received the
prophets and stoned them not”16 did not
fear or flee. They recognized this was “the
sign [that] had been given concerning [the
Savior’s] death”17 and gathered to the tem-
ple, marveling together. And there He ap-
peared to them, saying:

“Behold, I am Jesus Christ, whom the
prophets testified shall come into the
world.

“. . . I have drunk out of that bitter
cup which the Father hath given me, and
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have glorified the Father in taking upon
me the sins of the world. . . .

“And it came to pass that when Jesus
had spoken these words the whole mul-
titude fell to the earth; for they remem-
bered that it had been prophesied among
them that Christ should show himself unto
them after his ascension into heaven.”18

Believe prophets’ words about Christ

Brothers and sisters, the prophecies of
Christ’s first coming were fulfilled, “every
whit.” As a result, many throughout the
world believe that the Savior did come and
did live in the meridian of time. But there
are still many prophecies yet to be ful-
filled! In this and other conferences, we
hear living prophets prophesy and testify
of Christ’s Second Coming. They also wit-
ness of the signs and wonders all about 
us, telling us that Christ will surely come
again. Are we choosing to believe their
words? Or despite their witnesses and
warnings, are we waiting for evidence—are
we “walking in darkness at noon-day,”19

refusing to see by the light of modern
prophecy, and denying that the Light of
the World will return to rule and reign
among us?

Throughout the course of my life, I
have known many good and generous
people who adhere to Christian values.
However, some lack faith that He lives,
that He is the Savior of the world, and that 
His Church has been restored to the earth. 
Because they do not believe in the words
of the prophets, they miss the joy of the
gospel and its saving ordinances in their
lives.

How to develop the beginnings of faith

I have a dear friend who, one day not
long ago in a moment of brotherly ten-
derness, asked, “Elder Hales, I want to
believe. I’ve always wanted to believe, but
how do I do it?” This morning I desire to
answer that question.

Hear and act on the word of God

The Apostle Paul wrote to the Ro-
mans, “Faith cometh by hearing, and hear-
ing by the word of God.”20 The very fact
that you are viewing, listening to, or read-
ing the proceedings of this conference
means that you are hearing God’s word.
The first step to finding faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ is to let His word—spoken 
by the mouth of His servants, the prophets
—touch your heart. But it is not enough
merely to let those words wash over you,
as if they alone could transform you. We
must do our part. Or as the Savior Himself
said, “He that hath ears to hear, let him
hear.”21 In other words, hearing requires
an active effort. “Faith without works is
dead.”22 It means taking seriously what 
is taught, considering it carefully, studying
it out in our minds. As the prophet Enos
learned, it means letting others’ testimo-
nies of the gospel “[sink] deep into [our]
heart[s].”23

Elements in the building of Enos’s faith

Let us review some of the elements 
of Enos’s profound, faith-building experi-
ence:

First, Enos heard the gospel truths
from his father, just as you are hearing
them in your families and in this confer-
ence. 

Second, he let his father’s teachings
about “eternal life, and the joy of the
saints”24 sink deep into his heart. 

Third, he was filled with a desire to
know for himself whether these teachings
were true and where he himself stood be-
fore his Maker. To use Enos’s words, “My
soul hungered.”25 By this intense spiritual
appetite, Enos qualified himself to receive
the Savior’s promise: “Blessed are all they
who do hunger and thirst after righteous-
ness, for they shall be filled with the Holy
Ghost.”26
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Fourth, Enos obeyed the command-
ments of God, which enabled him to be
receptive to the Spirit of the Holy Ghost. 

Fifth, Enos records, “I kneeled down
before my Maker, and I cried unto him in
mighty prayer and supplication for mine
own soul; and all the day long did I cry
unto him; yea, and when the night came I
did still raise my voice high that it reached
the heavens.”27 It wasn’t easy. Faith did
not come quickly. In fact, Enos character-
ized his experience in prayer as a “wres-
tle which [he] had before God.” 28 But
faith did come. By the power of the Holy
Ghost, he did receive a witness for him-
self.

Cry to God in mighty prayer

We cannot find Enos-like faith with-
out our own wrestle before God in prayer.
I testify that the reward is worth the ef-
fort. Remember the pattern: (1) hear the
word of God, spoken and written by His
servants; (2) let that word sink deep into
your heart; (3) hunger in your soul for
righteousness; (4) obediently follow gos-
pel laws, ordinances, and covenants; and
(5) raise your voice in mighty prayer and
supplication, asking in faith to know that
Jesus Christ is our Savior. I promise that if
you do these things sincerely and unceas-
ingly, the words Christ spoke to His dis-
ciples will be fulfilled in your life: “Ask,
and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall
find; knock, and it shall be opened unto
you.”29

Faith can’t be measured by an extra day

Once we find the beginnings of our
faith in Jesus, our Heavenly Father allows
our faith to be strengthened. This occurs
in many ways, including through the ex-
perience of adversity. An acquaintance of
mine recently wrote:

“We lost a 21⁄2-year-old grandson to
leukemia. . . . My children still haven’t

taken his crib down; it will [soon be] 7
years [since he died. It is] hard to have
faith. [I] lost a friend [who was] 69. [He]
had three different cancers in 10 years,
[cancers which] went into remission twice.
[First, they found it in his] kidneys, [then
his] brain, [and] then [his] lungs. [He]
couldn’t fight it any longer. [He] tried ev-
erything humanly possible and 6 years
ago found faith . . . but not an extra day,
so I guess it’s hard to believe.”

This appeal to me for faith was an-
swered as follows: “Your family story of
the loss of your grandson to leukemia was
touching. Hopefully, you and your chil-
dren will find peace as you seek answers 
to the purpose of life. Our faith is acquired
through prayer with a sincere desire to
draw close to God and trust in Him to bear
our burdens and give us answers to life’s
unexplained mysteries of the purpose of
life: Where did we come from? Why are
we here on earth in mortality? And where
are we going after our mortal sojourn on
earth? All is well with your little one be-
cause he died before the age of account-
ability of eight years of age and he is in
the presence of God. Seek faith, and may
the blessings of God be with you.”

Isn’t it interesting that the one who is
suffering often gains faith through suffer-
ing and accepts the Lord’s will, “thy will 
be done,” 30 while family members and
caregivers may have a difficult time ac-
cepting the tragic outcome and being able
to strengthen their faith from the experi-
ence. We cannot measure faith by “an ex-
tra day.”

Atonement brings strength during trials

When the challenges of mortality
come, and they come for all of us, it may
seem hard to have faith and hard to be-
lieve. At these times only faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ and His Atonement can bring
us peace, hope, and understanding. Only
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faith that He suffered for our sakes will
give us the strength to endure to the end.
When we gain this faith, we experience a
mighty change of heart, and like Enos, we
become stronger and begin to feel a desire
for the welfare of our brothers and sis-
ters. We pray for them, that they too will
be lifted and strengthened through faith
on the Atonement of our Savior Jesus
Christ.

Let us consider a few of these pro-
phetic witnesses of the effects of the
Atonement in our lives. As we do I invite
you to let them sink deep into your heart
and fill whatever hunger and thirsting
there may be in your soul.

“And in that day the Holy Ghost fell
upon Adam, which beareth record of the
Father and the Son, saying: I am the Only
Begotten of the Father from the begin-
ning, . . . that as thou hast fallen thou may-
est be redeemed.”31

And “the Lord showed himself unto
[the brother of Jared], and said: . . . Be-
hold, I am he who was prepared from the
foundation of the world to redeem my
people. . . . In me shall all mankind have
life, and that eternally, even they who shall
believe on my name.”32

Abinadi witnessed: “I would that ye
should understand that God himself shall
come down among the children of men,
and shall redeem his people. . . . Yea, even
so he shall be led, crucified, and slain . . . ;
giving [him] power to make intercession
for the children of men . . . , having re-
deemed them, and satisfied the demands
of justice.”33

And finally, Joseph Smith. As a 14-
year-old boy, he exercised unwavering
faith and followed the prophet James’s 
direction to “ask of God.”34 Because of
Joseph’s prophetic calling, God the Fa-
ther and His Son, Jesus Christ, appeared
to him and gave him instructions. How
glorious was this First Vision to the first
prophet of this last dispensation! Sixteen
years later in the Kirtland Temple, Joseph

was visited again by the Savior and testi-
fied: 

“We saw the Lord. . . . And his voice
was as the sound of the rushing of great
waters, even the voice of Jehovah, saying:
I am the first and the last; I am he who
liveth, I am he who was slain; I am your
advocate with the Father.”35

Satisfy hunger for faith by seeking Jesus

To my dear friend and all those whose
souls are hungering for faith, I invite you
“to seek this Jesus of whom the prophets
and apostles have written.”36 Let their wit-
ness that the Savior gave His life for you
sink deep into your heart. Seek a witness
of the truth through the Holy Ghost in
prayer, and then see your faith strength-
ened as you joyfully meet the challenges 
of this mortal life and prepare for eternal
life.

Jesus Christ did come. He did live.
And He will come again. This I know and
give my special witness and testimony, in
the sacred name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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Feelings as a newly called Apostle

My dear brothers and sisters, here in
Salt Lake City and around the world, it is
good to be with you. I extend my love and
my greetings to Elder Bednar and Elder
Robert Oaks in their new callings. To de-
scribe my inner feelings, I would say I am
calm as a hurricane, or even better, I am
happy and frightened. In one sentence, I
need your prayers; I need the Lord.

Having received a call and been given
a sacred trust that will completely influ-
ence my life forever, my feelings are ten-
der and my emotions often close to tears.
I have a great sense of inadequacy, and I
have felt a sweet agony from a deep and
often painful examination of my soul dur-
ing the many hours which have passed
day and night since Friday morning this
week.

Expressions of love and gratitude

After President Gordon B. Hinckley
extended the call to me to become an
Apostle and a member of the Quorum of
the Twelve, I left my busy office to share
this totally unexpected news with my be-
loved Harriet. At this most important time
in our lives, we have cherished the quiet
sacredness of our home as a place of ref-
uge and of defense. How grateful I am for
my wife, for the loving comfort and strong
support she has been throughout my life.
Next to the gift of life itself and the re-
stored gospel of Jesus Christ, Harriet is

the greatest blessing which has come into
my life. 

I wish to express my deep love and ap-
preciation to our children and our grand-
children for their prayers and love, but
most of all for their example. Our children
and grandchildren live in Germany and
are building the kingdom of God in our
homeland. The joys of the gospel of Jesus
Christ and its eternal blessings bridge over
the distance of many thousands of miles
and bring happiness and comfort into our
lives.

I express my gratitude and love to
each member of our family and to a large
number of friends and teachers along the
way who teach and serve and lift to make
us who we are.

I express my deepest feelings of love
and gratitude to the members of the First
Presidency and the Quorum of the Twelve
for their love and kindness. In the clos-
ing of my stewardship as one of the seven
Presidents of the Seventy, I want to ex-
press my love and admiration to the Sev-
enty. They are truly especial witnesses of
Christ. Instead of any others they are the
men the Twelve call upon when they need
assistance. I give thanks to those dedi-
cated men who are giving so much of their
time, talents, and spiritual power to build
the kingdom. Words cannot describe how
I love the 101⁄2 years I had the privilege
and joy to serve as a Seventy. I will cherish
the example and friendship of the mem-
bers of the Quorums of the Seventy for-
ever.

Elder Dieter F. Uchtdorf
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