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Feelings as a newly called Apostle

My dear brothers and sisters, here in
Salt Lake City and around the world, it is
good to be with you. I extend my love and
my greetings to Elder Bednar and Elder
Robert Oaks in their new callings. To de-
scribe my inner feelings, I would say I am
calm as a hurricane, or even better, I am
happy and frightened. In one sentence, I
need your prayers; I need the Lord.

Having received a call and been given
a sacred trust that will completely influ-
ence my life forever, my feelings are ten-
der and my emotions often close to tears.
I have a great sense of inadequacy, and I
have felt a sweet agony from a deep and
often painful examination of my soul dur-
ing the many hours which have passed
day and night since Friday morning this
week.

Expressions of love and gratitude

After President Gordon B. Hinckley
extended the call to me to become an
Apostle and a member of the Quorum of
the Twelve, I left my busy office to share
this totally unexpected news with my be-
loved Harriet. At this most important time
in our lives, we have cherished the quiet
sacredness of our home as a place of ref-
uge and of defense. How grateful I am for
my wife, for the loving comfort and strong
support she has been throughout my life.
Next to the gift of life itself and the re-
stored gospel of Jesus Christ, Harriet is

the greatest blessing which has come into
my life. 

I wish to express my deep love and ap-
preciation to our children and our grand-
children for their prayers and love, but
most of all for their example. Our children
and grandchildren live in Germany and
are building the kingdom of God in our
homeland. The joys of the gospel of Jesus
Christ and its eternal blessings bridge over
the distance of many thousands of miles
and bring happiness and comfort into our
lives.

I express my gratitude and love to
each member of our family and to a large
number of friends and teachers along the
way who teach and serve and lift to make
us who we are.

I express my deepest feelings of love
and gratitude to the members of the First
Presidency and the Quorum of the Twelve
for their love and kindness. In the clos-
ing of my stewardship as one of the seven
Presidents of the Seventy, I want to ex-
press my love and admiration to the Sev-
enty. They are truly especial witnesses of
Christ. Instead of any others they are the
men the Twelve call upon when they need
assistance. I give thanks to those dedi-
cated men who are giving so much of their
time, talents, and spiritual power to build
the kingdom. Words cannot describe how
I love the 101⁄2 years I had the privilege
and joy to serve as a Seventy. I will cherish
the example and friendship of the mem-
bers of the Quorums of the Seventy for-
ever.

Elder Dieter F. Uchtdorf
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I want to thank each and every mem-
ber of the Church throughout the world
for your faithfulness despite temptations;
for your love; for your dedication to the
principles and doctrine of the restored
gospel of Jesus Christ; for your willingness
to follow the living prophet in making the
wards and branches grow; for your sacri-
fices in giving of your time and energy and
your emotional, spiritual, and temporal
substance. Thank you for paying an honest
tithing and not neglecting the poor and 
the lonely. I have seen the face of Christ in
your faces, in your deeds, and in your ex-
emplary lives. You are a modern miracle.

Every calling is important

I thank you for sustaining, with your
hand and with your heart, the general offi-
cers of the Church. Yesterday we sustained
the general leadership of the Church ac-
cording to the principle of common con-
sent. Not one of these Church leaders is
seeking such a position, nor are they de-
clining such a call, because they know it
comes by revelation from God.

We are grateful for your prayers, and
we pray for you. We love you, and we need
your love. We sustain you, and we need
your willingness to serve the Lord wher-
ever you are and to whatever position you
are called. In the Lord’s Church, every call-
ing is important.

President Gordon B. Hinckley said:
“We are here to assist our Father in His
work and His glory, ‘to bring to pass the
immortality and eternal life of man’
(Moses 1:39). Your obligation is as serious
in your sphere of responsibility as is my
obligation in my sphere” (in Conference
Report, Apr. 1995, 94; or Ensign, May 1995,
71). And the President asked us to reach
out to others and bless the lives of those
around us. He said: “Let there be culti-
vated an awareness in every member’s
heart of his own potential for bringing 
others to a knowledge of the truth. . . . Let
him pray with great earnestness about it”

(“Find the Lambs, Feed the Sheep,” En-
sign, May 1999, 106).

Story of grandmother’s conversion

My life was eternally blessed by one
choice member who reached out more
than 50 years ago. Some days after World
War II, my grandmother was standing in
line for food when an elderly single sis-
ter with no family of her own invited her
to sacrament meeting in Zwickau, East
Germany. My grandmother and my par-
ents accepted the invitation. They went 
to church, felt the Spirit, were uplifted by 
the kindness of the members, and were
edified by the hymns of the Restoration.
My grandmother, my parents, and my
three siblings were all baptized. I had to
wait two years because I was only six. 

How grateful I am for a spiritually
sensitive grandmother, teachable parents,
and a wise, white-haired, elderly single sis-
ter who had the sweet boldness to reach
out and follow the Savior’s example by
inviting us to “come and see” (see John
1:39). Her name was Sister Ewig, which
translates in English to “Sister Eternal.” I
will be eternally grateful for her love and
example.

Joy for the opportunity to testify

With these tender feelings of grati-
tude for all who have influenced my life in
past years, I commit myself to the future.
My heart and mind are filled with joy that
for the rest of my life I will have the op-
portunity to “talk of Christ, . . . rejoice in
Christ, . . . preach of Christ, [and] proph-
esy of Christ” (2 Nephi 25:26), all this as 
a special witness of our Savior and Re-
deemer, Jesus Christ (see D&C 107:23).

Realizing my weaknesses, I gain great
comfort from the instructions given by 
the Lord. In the Doctrine and Covenants
we read:

“The fulness of my gospel might be
proclaimed by the weak and the simple
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Brothers and sisters, my heart is filled
to overflowing, my mind is spinning, my
knees are weak and wobbly, and I find that
words are totally inadequate to communi-
cate effectively the feelings and thoughts I
desire to share with you. I pray for and in-
vite the companionship of the Holy Ghost
for me and for you as I speak with you
briefly this Sabbath morning.

In the hours since President Hinckley
extended this new call to serve, I have
heeded the admonition of Nephi to “liken
all scriptures unto us” (1 Nephi 19:23)
with a greater sense of purpose and in-
tensity than I have ever done before.

I have reflected on the teaching of
Paul that “God hath chosen the foolish
things of the world to confound the wise;
and God hath chosen the weak things of
the world to confound the things which 
are mighty” (1 Corinthians 1:27). This
morning I take great comfort in knowing
that I am one of the truly weak things of
the world.

Enabling, strengthening power of grace

I have pondered the instruction of 
Jacob as contained in the Book of Mor-
mon:

“Wherefore, we search the prophets,
and we have many revelations and the

Elder David A. Bednar

unto the ends of the world, and before
kings and rulers. . . .

“And inasmuch as they sought wis-
dom they might be instructed; . . .

“And inasmuch as they were humble
they might be made strong, and blessed
from on high, and receive knowledge”
(D&C 1:23, 26, 28).

And in the Book of Mormon we read:
“I will go and do the things which the

Lord hath commanded, for I know that
the Lord giveth no commandments . . .
save he shall prepare a way for them that
they may accomplish the thing which he
commandeth them” (1 Nephi 3:7).

And in the Old Testament we receive
comfort:

“The Spirit of the Lord will come upon
thee, and thou shalt . . . be turned into 
another man,” “God gave him another
heart,” and “God is with thee” (1 Samuel
10:6, 9, 7).

I trust these wonderful promises. I
therefore pledge to you, to these my Breth-
ren, and to the Lord that I will live to be
worthy to know the will of the Lord and to
act accordingly.

These things I know

God our Heavenly Father knows us
by name. Jesus Christ lives; He is the Mes-
siah; He loves us. The Atonement of Jesus
Christ is real; it brings immortality to all
and opens the door to eternal life.

The gospel of Jesus Christ is again on
the earth. The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints is true and living.

The Book of Mormon is a second wit-
ness of Jesus Christ and a manifestation
of the truthfulness of the Prophet Joseph
Smith. I love the Prophet Joseph. I love
President Gordon B. Hinckley, who is the
prophet of God and who holds all the keys
of the kingdom at this time—keys which
prophets have held in uninterrupted suc-
cession since Joseph Smith.

These things I know in my heart and
in my mind. And of these things I testify in
the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

The choir and congregation sang
“Redeemer of Israel.”


