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We did this for you

A little over a year ago, my husband
and I visited Nauvoo. As we walked through
the Old Pioneer Cemetery searching for
the grave of an ancestor, Zina Baker Hunt-
ington, I was touched by the peaceful soli-
tude and spirit I felt. I walked through the
trees and read the names on the grave-
stones, many of them children and fami-
lies. I wept as my heart was turned to our
forefathers, many of whom had joined the
Church and come to Nauvoo. In my mind

I asked many questions: Why did they
leave their comfortable homes and fami-
lies? Why did they suffer persecution, sick-
ness, even death? Why did they sacrifice
all that they had to come to this place and
build a temple? They hardly had shelter,
and yet they were building a temple! Why
did they do it? And when the temple was
nearly completed, how could they leave it
behind? As I sat silently contemplating
this scene, the answer came forcefully yet
softly to my mind and heart: “We did this
for you.”

Sister Elaine S. Dalton

Elder Remus G. Villarete of the Philip-
pines; Elder Won Yong Ko from Korea;
and 22 others—only two Americans among
them. It was a uniting of nations, tongues,
and people. None of them are paid. They
all serve freely, grateful to be called to the
work.

We reorganized stakes in Okazaki,
Sapporo, and Osaka, Japan. All three of
the new stake presidents and an incredi-
ble number of the leaders had joined the
Church as teenagers. Most of them had
lost their fathers in the war.

Elder Yoshihiko Kikuchi of the Sev-
enty is one of that generation.

The calamities that the Lord foresaw
now come upon an unrepentant world. 
At once, generation after generation of
youth come forward. They are given in
marriage. They keep the covenants made
in the house of the Lord. They have chil-
dren and do not let society set limits upon
family life.

“The least of these”

Today we fulfill the prophecy “that
[Oliver Granger’s] name shall be had in
sacred remembrance from generation to
generation, forever and ever” (D&C
117:12). He was not a great man in terms

of the world. Nevertheless, the Lord said,
“Let no man despise my servant Oliver
Granger, but let the blessings . . . be on
him forever and ever” (D&C 117:15).

Let no one underestimate the power
of faith in the ordinary Latter-day Saints.
Remember the Lord said, “Inasmuch as
ye have done it unto one of the least of
these my brethren, ye have done it unto
me” (Matthew 25:40).

He promised that “the Holy Ghost
shall be [their] constant companion, and
[their] scepter an unchanging scepter of
righteousness and truth; and [their] do-
minion shall be an everlasting dominion,
and without compulsory means it shall
flow unto [them] forever and ever” (D&C
121:46).

Nothing! No power can stop the prog-
ress of the Lord’s work.

“How long can rolling waters remain
impure? What power shall stay the heav-
ens? As well might man stretch forth his
puny arm to stop the Missouri river in its
decreed course, or to turn it up stream, as
to hinder the Almighty from pouring down
knowledge from heaven upon the heads
of the Latter-day Saints” (D&C 121:33).

Of this I bear an apostolic witness, in
the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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Those words, “We did this for you,”
reminded me that our ancestors, along
with many other faithful Saints, sacrificed
everything because of their testimonies
and faith in Jesus Christ. They knew that
the gospel had been restored to the earth
once more and that they were led by a
prophet of God. They knew that the Book
of Mormon was true and understood its
message and witness. They knew that
through the restoration of priesthood keys,
families could be sealed together for eter-
nity through holy priesthood ordinances
available only in a temple. They knew that
temple work was the key to the salvation
and exaltation of the human family. They
knew the importance of this work, and
they were willing to give all that they had
in order to provide a house acceptable to
the Lord wherein this holy work could be
performed. They sacrificed everything so
that past and future generations would
have access to the eternal blessings of the
temple.

Hearts of children turn to their fathers

Prior to coming to Nauvoo, the Saints
sacrificed greatly to build the first temple
of this dispensation in Kirtland, Ohio. It
was there that the Lord appeared to Jo-
seph Smith and Oliver Cowdery. Three
other heavenly messengers also appeared
there. One of these was Elijah the prophet,
who restored, through the Prophet Joseph
Smith, keys pertaining to the restoration 
of the priesthood and the “great work to 
be done in the temples of the Lord.”1 This
happened in accordance with the promise
that is recorded in the Doctrine and Cov-
enants wherein the Lord said:

“Behold, I will reveal unto you the
Priesthood, by the hand of Elijah the
prophet. . . .

“And he shall plant in the hearts of the
children the promises made to the fathers,
and the hearts of the children shall turn
to their fathers.

“If it were not so, the whole earth
would be utterly wasted at his coming.”2

The early Saints understood what this
scripture meant, and on that beautiful
morning in the old cemetery in Nauvoo, 
I understood also.

Enter temples to fulfill the promises

How can the promises made to the 
fathers be planted in the hearts of the
children? How can the hearts of the chil-
dren be turned to their fathers? This can
happen only when we understand our
identity and roles in this work and remain
worthy and prepared to enter the temple
and act on behalf of those who have gone
before.

Brigham Young said: “We have a
work to do just as important in its sphere
as the Savior’s work was in its sphere. . . .
We are now called upon to do ours; which
is to be the greatest work man ever per-
formed on the earth.”3

In the vision of the redemption of the
dead given to President Joseph F. Smith,
he saw many of the noble and great proph-
ets who had been on the earth prior to the
Savior’s coming. He also saw the Prophet
Joseph Smith; Hyrum Smith, his father;
and “other choice spirits who were reserved
to come forth in the fulness of times to
take part in laying the foundations of the
great latter-day work.”4 Who were those
other choice spirits? Our generation was
somewhere there among those “noble and
great” leaders, prepared in the world of
spirits to be on the earth at this time! The
scriptures tell us that “even before they
were born, they, with many others, received
their first lessons in the world of spirits
and were prepared to come forth in the
due time of the Lord to labor in his vine-
yard for the salvation of the souls of men.”5

The labor we were prepared and reserved
to perform includes “the building of the
temples and the performance of ordi-
nances therein for the redemption of the
dead.”6
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Temples are spreading over the earth

Brigham Young foresaw the time in
which we are now living. He said:

“To accomplish this work there will
have to be not only one temple but thou-
sands of them, and thousands and tens 
of thousands of men and women will go
into those temples and officiate for peo-
ple who have lived as far back as the Lord
shall reveal.”7

When I was young, my grandfather
Martin taught me that in the latter days,
temples would literally dot the earth. At
the time my grandfather expressed this
thought to me, I could hardly imagine it.
But I was raised with this knowledge and
feeling in my heart. Recently I looked on
the Church’s Web site under “temples,”
and I could plainly see that temples, des-
ignated by red dots, are starting to spread
over much of the earth.8

Our beloved prophet, President Gor-
don B. Hinckley, has said, “We are deter-
mined . . . to take the temples to the people
and afford them every opportunity for the
very precious blessings that come of tem-
ple worship.”9 Our prophet knows that it is
difficult to do temple work if we are not
near a temple. This is our day, and temple
work is the work that we have been pre-
pared to do. It is a work for every genera-
tion, including and especially the youth of
the Church.

Importance of youth doing temple work

In order to perform this great work,
we must be worthy. No wonder we are
surrounded on every side with things de-
signed to discourage, distract, or disqualify
us. We must keep our focus, and we must
remember that the temple is the reason
for everything we do in the Church.

Youth programs such as Personal
Progress and Duty to God encourage our
youth to be worthy to attend the temple.
These programs are designed to help
youth make and keep commitments, thus

preparing them to make and keep cov-
enants. They also encourage youth to par-
ticipate in journal writing, family history,
and performing baptisms for their ances-
tors. 

The For the Strength of Youth pam-
phlet teaches doctrine and principles that,
if understood and lived, will help youth 
be worthy to attend the temple. These 
programs are powerful tools to be used 
by youth, parents, and leaders. They help
youth prepare to be worthy to attend the
temple. And our youth do not have to wait
until a mission or marriage to visit the
temple. They can have temple experiences
beginning at age 12 by doing baptisms and
confirmations, and these can continue
throughout their teen and adult years. 

Youth feel blessings of temple work

Great blessings will literally “be poured
out upon the heads” of those who are en-
dowed in the temples, and a portion of
these blessings will come to our youth as
they live worthily to participate in the
house of the Lord.10

The Salt Lake Temple baptistry is a
thrilling place to be on Saturday morn-
ings! I was there early one morning to be
baptized for some of my ancestors. As I
sat waiting on the bench in the baptismal
area, I noticed that the young woman on
my left was reading her patriarchal bless-
ing. The girl on my right was reading her
scriptures. I asked her if she had come
here with a group. Her reply was, “No, I
come with my friend every Saturday. It
makes my whole week go better.” 

These young women, along with many
other young men and women, know a
grand secret—the temple blesses not only
our families’ and ancestors’ lives, but also
our own. We are promised that those who
are endowed in the temple will go forth
from that holy house “armed with thy
power, and that thy name may be upon
them, and thy glory be round about them,
and thine angels have charge over them.”11
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These are great blessings and promises.
What youth does not desire to prepare to
receive these blessings in order to navi-
gate in today’s ever-darkening world?

A great work for youth to do in temples

When President Faust talked to the
young men in the priesthood session last
October, he called on them to lead out
and become a part of temple and family
history work. He said: 

“I encourage you . . . to begin to un-
lock the knowledge of who you really are
by learning more about your forebears. . . . 

“. . . You can easily access a vast col-
lection of family history records using the
Internet on your home computer or at
your nearest family history center. . . . 

“. . . Temple work is essential . . . be-
cause ‘we without them cannot be made
perfect; neither can they without us be
made perfect.’ ”12

The youth have been prepared “for
such a time as this.”13 They are intelligent
and bright. They are proficient on com-
puters and the Internet. They are a great
untapped resource for good in the world!
They have been reserved for these latter
days, and they have a great work to do.
And not only do they have a great work 
to do there, but the temple will also be a
refuge for them that will protect them
from worldly pressures and influences.

An army of youth in the temple

As I contemplate President Faust’s
words, I can visualize an army of righteous
youth prepared and worthy to attend the
temple. I can see families sealed together
for eternity. I can see youth who under-
stand what it means to be “saviours . . . 
on mount Zion.”14 I can see youth whose
hearts are turned to their fathers.15 And 
I can envision youth growing up in such 

a way that they will come forth from 
the temples filled with strength to resist
worldly pressures.16 I can see a genera-
tion of youth who will “stand . . . in holy
places, and be not moved.”17

Zina Baker Huntington, along with 
so many other faithful Saints, sacrificed 
everything in order that we might have the
blessings of the restored gospel. It is my
prayer that we might understand our role
in this great work and remain worthy to
enter His holy temples. I know that if we
will do this, the joyful day will come when
we shall meet our ancestors once again
and be able to say to them, “We did this
for you.” In the name of Jesus Christ,
amen.
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