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My dear brothers and sisters, as we
prepare to listen to President Gordon B.
Hinckley’s closing remarks at the end of
this marvelous general conference, I fer-
vently hope that each of us will feel how
blessed we are to have received from proph-
ets and apostles of the Lord the collective
wisdom and exhortation that, if heeded

and followed, will help us steer our course
ever closer to our Savior. We ought to be
particularly grateful to live in a time when
our Church leaders, though many are ad-
vanced in years, continue to receive the
revelation and inspiration that moves the
kingdom forward from day to day.

Elder Stephen B. Oveson

fearing “the cares” of the world; seeking
wealth first; giving up instead of enduring
to the end; and allowing false prophets to
deceive us.14

What gives us courage and hope?
The Lord’s invitation to each of us is

“come unto me, all ye that labour and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 15

Jesus Christ has the power to give us rest
from our pain and suffering.

The prophet Mormon taught:
“Wherefore, if a man have faith he

must needs have hope; for without faith
there cannot be any hope. . . .

“. . . And if a man be meek and lowly
in heart, and confesses by the power of the
Holy Ghost that Jesus is the Christ, he
must needs have charity.”16

If we daily exercise faith, meekness,
charity, and lowliness in heart, confessing
that Jesus is the Christ, and accepting His
Atonement, we will be blessed with the
strength and hope to face and overcome
the trials and pains of this life.

The Lord will not forsake us

What are some of the Lord’s promises
to each one of us?

“Be of good cheer, little children; for I
am in your midst, and I have not forsaken
you.”17

“Be of good cheer, for I will lead you
along. The kingdom is yours and the bless-
ings thereof are yours, and the riches of
eternity are yours.”18

Quoting the words of the prophet
Ether: “Wherefore, whoso believeth in
God might with surety hope for a better
world, yea, even a place at the right hand
of God, which hope cometh of faith, mak-
eth an anchor to the souls of men.”19

God is our Father. We are His chil-
dren. He loves us. He desires our happi-
ness here in this life and for all eternity.
We are led by a true prophet of God today.
Jesus is the Christ. Through Him we can
find peace in this world. In the name of
Jesus Christ, amen.
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Counsel from those who are bowed in years

As a young man I was given a very
strong written admonition to prove myself
a faithful and obedient son so that as I
grew older and whenever I needed coun-
sel and advice, I should go to my parents,
though they be “bowed in years,” to re-
ceive from them wisdom, comfort, and
guidance. My father passed away over 20
years ago, having been a great and exem-
plary source of wisdom for me all the days
of my life, and we just laid my 101-year-old
mother to rest beside her eternal compan-
ion last Monday. In her 100th year she
affirmed her lifelong testimony in these
words: 

“The gospel is a way of life; it is part of
the plan to help us avoid bitterness. More
than ever, I believe that this life is good
but that the next life is better” (in “Grow-
ing Old Graciously: Lessons from a Cente-
narian,” Religious Educator 5, no. 1 [2004],
11).

My mother often told me that she
prayed for me and for our family every day.
As she came closer and closer to the veil,
her prayers were especially fervent and
meaningful to me. Both of my parents, as
well as my dear parents-in-law, endured or
are enduring to the end in righteous paths,
leaving a legacy of faithful dedication for
all their posterity to follow.

President Ezra Taft Benson, in the
November 1989 Ensign, is quoted as fol-
lows: “The Lord knows and loves the el-
derly among His people. It has always been
so, and upon them He has bestowed many
of His greatest responsibilities. In various
dispensations He has guided His people
through prophets who were in their advanc-
ing years. He has needed the wisdom and
experience of age, the inspired direction
from those with long years of proven faith-
fulness to His gospel” (in Conference Re-
port, Oct. 1989, 3; or Ensign, Nov. 1989, 4).

Teachings from prophets who waxed old

These thoughts have caused me to re-
flect on the great sermons, blessings, testi-
monies, and admonitions that prophets
and apostles throughout the ages have left,
especially as they felt themselves waxing
old or preparing to go down to the dust.
Some of these parting passages are among
our most noteworthy and quoted scrip-
tures. 

From Old Testament times

For instance, in Moses 6:57, Enoch
states unequivocally, “Wherefore teach it
unto your children, that all men, every-
where, must repent, or they can in nowise
inherit the kingdom of God, for no unclean
thing can dwell . . . in his presence.” These
basic principles of the gospel were being
taught from the time of Adam and Eve,
passed down from generation to genera-
tion, as the scriptures attest, time and time
again.

Joseph who was sold into Egypt left
these words of counsel with the people of
Israel: “I die: and God will surely visit
you, and bring you out of this land unto
the land which he sware to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob” (Genesis 50:24).

Generations later, as the fulfillment
of Joseph’s prophecy was about to be real-
ized, Moses left his blessings with all the
tribes of Israel and passed the mantle of
leadership to Joshua, who led the people
back into the promised land. As he was
approaching his final days, Joshua left the
immortal words to “choose you this day
whom ye will serve; . . . but as for me and
my house, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua
24:15).

Later prophets, such as Jeremiah,
Isaiah, and Malachi, left equally indelible
testimonies throughout their ministries,
prophesying of the coming Messiah and
His infinite Atonement.
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From the Book of Mormon

We find a similar pattern throughout
the Book of Mormon in the emphasis given
to the final addresses of Nephi, Jacob, and
King Benjamin—whose mighty discourse
changed the hearts of an entire nation—not
to mention the masterful words of Abinadi,
who boldly spoke knowing full well that
his days were numbered: “Teach them that
redemption cometh through Christ the
Lord, who is the very Eternal Father” (Mo-
siah 16:15). The list continues with Alma
and his son Alma; also Helaman, the son
of Helaman, who gave such priceless ad-
vice to his sons: 

“And now, my sons, remember, re-
member that it is upon the rock of our Re-
deemer, who is Christ, the Son of God, that
ye must build your foundation . . . , which
is a sure foundation, a foundation whereon
if men build they cannot fall” (Helaman
5:12).

These and other Book of Mormon
prophets, including Mormon himself, wrote
for our day, knowing that we would need
their knowledge and wisdom to aid us in
these perilous times. The Book of Mormon
itself ends with the incomparable charge
of Moroni, the son of Mormon, as he tells
us:

“Yea, come unto Christ, and be per-
fected in him, and deny yourselves of all
ungodliness; and if ye shall deny yourselves
of all ungodliness, and love God with all
your might, mind and strength, then is his
grace sufficient for you” (Moroni 10:32).

From the New Testament

We have similar “last testimonies” in
the New Testament, such as Paul’s grand
statement: “I have fought a good fight, I
have finished my course, I have kept the
faith” (2 Timothy 4:7), attesting to his hav-
ing endured to the end.

We gain great insight into the growth
of the mighty senior Apostle, Peter, in his
statement: “And be clothed with humility:

for God resisteth the proud, and giveth
grace to the humble. Humble yourselves
therefore under the mighty hand of God,
that he may exalt you in due time” (1 Peter
5:5–6).

And certainly the greatest personage
of all time to learn from is the risen Lord
Himself, as He charged His Apostles and
followers to “go ye therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you: and,
lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end
of the world” (Matthew 28:19–20).

Common inspirational threads

What a wealth of conviction and knowl-
edge these collective scriptures give us.
Can we find common inspirational threads
running through each of them? I believe
they are easily recognizable:

• That Christ, the Son of God, lives
and is our Redeemer and Savior

• That we should follow Him and
show our love for Him by remembering
Him and humbly keeping His command-
ments

• That through His Atonement we are
able to repent and be cleansed

• That we are His covenant people
and should always keep the covenants that
we have entered into

• That we need to spread His gospel
throughout the world

• That we should have faith, repent,
be baptized, receive the Holy Ghost, and
endure to the end

From latter-day prophets

In our dispensation, modern-day
prophets of the Restoration reiterate time
and again these same principles. In the
teachings of President John Taylor we
learn that “as the Son of Man, He endured
all that was possible for flesh and blood to
endure; as the Son of God He triumphed
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The tender mercies of the Lord

Six months ago I stood at this pulpit
for the first time as the newest member of
the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles. Both
then and even more so now, I have felt and
feel the weight of the call to serve and of
the responsibility to teach with clarity and
to testify with authority. I pray for and in-
vite the assistance of the Holy Ghost as I
now speak with you.

This afternoon I want to describe and
discuss a spiritual impression I received a
few moments before I stepped to this pul-
pit during the Sunday morning session of

general conference last October. Elder
Dieter F. Uchtdorf had just finished speak-
ing and had declared his powerful witness
of the Savior. Then we all stood together to
sing the intermediate hymn that previously
had been announced by President Gordon
B. Hinckley. The intermediate hymn that
morning was “Redeemer of Israel” (Hymns,
no. 6).

Now, the music for the various confer-
ence sessions had been determined many
weeks before—and obviously long before
my new call to serve. If, however, I had
been invited to suggest an intermediate
hymn for that particular session of the con-

Elder David A. Bednar

over all, and forever ascended to the right
hand of God” (The Mediation and Atone-
ment [1882], 151).

One of my favorites, from President
Spencer W. Kimball:

“To the testimonies of these mighty
men and apostles of old—our brethren in
the ministry of the same Master—I add
my own testimony. I know that Jesus
Christ is the Son of the living God and that
he was crucified for the sins of the world.

“He is my friend, my Savior, my Lord,
my God.

“With all my heart I pray that the
Saints may . . . gain an eternal inheritance
with him in celestial glory” (in Conference
Report, Oct. 1978, 110; or Ensign, Nov.
1978, 73).

Our prophet today, President Gordon
B. Hinckley, continues to lead us with his
powerful convictions, as he declared in a
recent stake conference address: 

“I have a testimony, real, burning, and
vital, of the truth of this work. I know that
God our Eternal Father lives and that Je-
sus is the Christ, my Savior and my Re-
deemer. It is He who stands at the head of
this Church. All I desire is that I go for-
ward with this work as He would have it go

forward” (“Inspirational Thoughts,” En-
sign, Oct. 2003, 5).

Testimony of the Prophet Joseph Smith

Summarizing the testimonies of all
the ancient and modern-day apostles and
prophets are the immortal words of the
Prophet Joseph Smith, who declared:

“And now, after the many testimonies
which have been given of him, this is the
testimony, last of all, which we give of him:
That he lives!

“For we saw him, even on the right
hand of God; and we heard the voice bear-
ing record that he is the Only Begotten of
the Father” (D&C 76:22–23).

I wish to add my own humble affir-
mation of the truthfulness of the afore-
mentioned testimonies. I know that our
Heavenly Father is literally the Father of
our spirits and that Jesus Christ is our Sav-
ior, our Redeemer, our Lord, and, as we
obey His commandments, our friend (see
John 15:14). As we study the scriptures,
may we have added insights into and
greater appreciation for the power of testi-
mony, especially as it is borne by those of
great wisdom and advanced age, is my
prayer, in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.


