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Strengthened faith and testimonies

My beloved brethren and sisters, we
have had a wonderful conference. The
Spirit of the Lord has been with us. We
have been taught many truths. Our testi-
monies have been strengthened, our faith
quickened.

Through the miracle—and it is a mir-
acle—of modern technology, these pro-
ceedings have been broadcast worldwide.
Ninety-five percent of the membership of
the Church in all the world could have par-
ticipated with us.

It has been a time for the renewal of
our faith in the great eternal verities which
have come to us through the instrumental-
ity of the Prophet Joseph. How blessed we

are. How fortunate we are in our knowl-
edge of these transcendent truths.

Reach out with love and concern

But may I say, as I have said in the
past, our membership in this Church, with
eligibility for all of the blessings that flow
therefrom, should never be any cause for
self-righteousness, for arrogance, for deni-
gration of others, for looking down upon
others. All mankind is our neighbor. When
asked which was the greatest command-
ment of the law, the Lord said: 

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy mind. . . . 

President Gordon B. Hinckley

and fueled our desire to repent, to obey, to
improve, and to serve. Like you, I am eager
to now act upon the reminders, counsel,
and personal inspiration with which we
have been blessed during this conference.
And in just a few moments each of us will
receive one of the Lord’s tender mercies as
we hear the concluding remarks and testi-
mony of President Gordon B. Hinckley.
Truly “the Lord is good to all: and his ten-
der mercies are over all his works” (Psalm
145:9).

Tender mercies are available to all

I am thankful for the restoration of the
gospel of Jesus Christ through the Prophet
Joseph Smith and for the knowledge we
have today about the Lord’s tender mer-
cies. Our desires, faithfulness, and obedi-
ence invite and help us to discern His
mercies in our lives. As one of His ser-
vants, I declare my witness that Jesus is
the Christ, our Redeemer and our Savior.
I know that He lives and that His tender
mercies are available to all of us. Each of
us can have eyes to see clearly and ears

to hear distinctly the tender mercies of
the Lord as they strengthen and assist us
in these latter days. May our hearts always
be filled with gratitude for His abundant
and tender mercies. In the sacred name of
Jesus Christ, amen.

President Monson

Thank you, brethren. Brothers and
sisters, as we conclude the conference, we
express appreciation to the Tabernacle
Choir, the combined choir from the Ogden
and Logan Utah Institutes, and the priest-
hood choir from Brigham Young Univer-
sity for the beautiful and inspiring music.
We also extend our thanks to all who par-
ticipated in any of these proceedings. 

President Gordon B. Hinckley, our
beloved prophet, will be our concluding
speaker at this session, and following Pres-
ident Hinckley’s remarks, the choir will
favor us with “Sing We Now at Parting.”
The benediction will be offered by Elder
William W. Parmley of the Seventy, and
this conference will then be adjourned for
six months.
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“[And] thou shalt love thy neighbour
as thyself” (Matthew 22:37, 39).

Regardless of the color of our skin, of
the shape of our eyes, of the language we
speak, we all are sons and daughters of
God and must reach out to one another
with love and concern.

Wherever we may live, we can be
friendly neighbors. Our children can min-
gle with the children of those not of this
Church and remain steadfast if they are
properly taught. They can even become
missionaries to their associates.

Commendation of youth

We commend our wonderful youth,
who for the most part stand up to the evils
of the world, who push these evils aside
and live lives pleasing to the Lord. We
constantly pray that their parents will like-
wise live worthily in every respect.

Blessings of temple attendance

We repeat what we have said before:
make a habit of going to the house of the
Lord. There is no better way to ensure
proper living than temple attendance. It
will crowd out the evils of pornography,
substance abuse, and spiritual atrophy. It
will strengthen marriage and family rela-
tions.

Humanitarian efforts bless countless lives

Now, as a Church we have worked
with others in lifting the sorrow and suffer-
ings of those who are in distress. Our hu-
manitarian efforts have literally blessed the
lives of countless thousands not of our
faith. In the terrible tsunami disaster, and
in other disasters incident to conflict, dis-
ease, and hunger, we have done a great
and marvelous work assisting others with-
out worrying about who gets the credit.

In February of this year the president
of the American Red Cross presented to
the Church the Circle of Humanitarians
Award, which is the highest honor given

by them. It is in recognition of the effort
of the Church to extend the vaccination
against measles to thousands and thou-
sands of young people.

Likewise, Rotary International has
recognized the Church for a contribution
to bring about the eradication of polio in
third-world countries where it still exists.

Countless lives have been saved, and
much pain and misery have been avoided
throughout their lives.

To the extent made possible by re-
sources which come from the generosity of
our people, we are reaching down to lift
those in distress.

Surely the Lord is blessing us as a peo-
ple, and we must reach out to bless His
needy wherever they may be.

Blessing and testimony

Now, as we leave for our homes, I in-
voke the blessings of heaven upon you. Be
faithful to the commandments of the Lord,
and He will open the windows of heaven
and shower down blessings upon you. I
leave with you my benediction and my
love. I leave with you my witness and my
testimony that God our Eternal Father
lives, that He is personal and real, that
He is indeed our Father, that He listens to
and will answer prayer. I give you my wit-
ness that Jesus is the Christ, the Redeemer
of the world, the only name under heaven
whereby we may be saved, and I leave you
my witness and my testimony that God and
the Lord Jesus spoke in person to the boy
Joseph and opened the curtains ushering
in this great and final dispensation.

God bless you, my beloved brothers
and sisters. Peace be with you now and al-
ways is my humble prayer in the sacred
name of Jesus Christ, amen.

The choir sang “Sing We Now at
Parting.”

Elder William W. Parmley offered
the benediction.


