
The growth of the kingdom of God

My brothers and sisters, I add my wel-
come to you to this great world conference
of the Church. The spacious Conference
Center in Salt Lake City is filled to capac-
ity, and other halls in this area are likewise
filled. We speak beyond here to you in
many lands and climes. We welcome you,
every one. We love you as brethren and
sisters.

I was on a mission in the British Isles
more than 70 years ago. Part of the British
Empire was still intact. That empire was
the most widely extended political family
of nations on the face of the earth. It was
said that the sun never set on the British
Empire. The Union Jack flew around the
world.

Great good came of that empire in
many areas. But there was also tremen-
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SATURDAY MORNING SESSION
The first session of the 175th Semi-

annual General Conference of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints con-
vened in the Conference Center in Salt
Lake City, Utah, at 10:00 a.m. on Satur-
day, October 1, 2005. President Thomas
S. Monson conducted this session.

Music was provided by the Tabernacle
Choir. Craig Jessop and Mack Wilberg
directed the choir, and Clay Christiansen
was the organist. To begin this session, the
choir sang “Redeemer of Israel.” President
Monson then made the following remarks.

President Thomas S. Monson

We welcome you to this, the first gen-
eral session of the 175th Semiannual Gen-
eral Conference of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints. President Gor-
don B. Hinckley, who presides at this con-
ference, has asked that I, Brother Monson,
conduct this session.

We acknowledge the General Author-
ities seated on the stand in the Conference
Center and Assembly Hall and likewise ac-
knowledge the Relief Society, Young Men,
Young Women, Sunday School, and Pri-
mary general presidencies in attendance at
this conference.

We extend a special welcome to gov-
ernment, education, and civic leaders who
are present with us.

We are grateful to the owners and op-
erators of the many television and radio
stations and satellite and cable systems for
offering their facilities as a public service
to bring this conference to a large audi-
ence in many areas of the world. We are
also pleased to make available these pro-
ceedings via the Church’s official Internet
site.

The music for this session will be by
the Tabernacle Choir, under the direction
of Craig Jessop and Mack Wilberg, with
Clay Christiansen at the organ. 

The choir opened this session by sing-
ing “Redeemer of Israel” and will now fa-
vor us with “Jesus, the Very Thought of
Thee.” The invocation will then be offered
by Elder Harold G. Hillam of the Seventy.

The choir sang “Jesus, the Very
Thought of Thee.”

Elder Harold G. Hillam offered the
invocation.

President Monson

We shall now be pleased to hear from
President Gordon B. Hinckley, our beloved
prophet. Following President Hinckley’s
remarks, the choir will sing “He, Watch-
ing over Israel.”

President Gordon B. Hinckley
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dous suffering. It came as a result of con-
quest, oppression, war, and conflict. The
remains of British soldiers were buried in
graves around the earth.

Now it is all gone. Rudyard Kipling
wrote of its demise in his “Recessional”:

Far-called, our navies melt away;
On dune and headland sinks the fire.
Lo, all our pomp of yesterday
Is one with Nineveh and Tyre!
[“God of Our Fathers, Known of Old,”
Hymns, no. 80]

There is now another empire. It is the
empire of Christ the Lord. It is the empire
of the restored gospel. It is the kingdom
of God. And the sun never sets on this
kingdom. It has not come of conquest, of
conflict, or war. It has come of peaceful
persuasion, of testimony, of teaching, one
here and another there.

As all of you are aware, this year we
commemorate the 200th birthday of the
Prophet Joseph Smith and the 175th anni-
versary of the organization of the Church.

The growth of the Church from its in-
fancy to its present stature is phenomenal,
and we have only scratched the surface.

Growth in temple building and service

The building of temples is an indica-
tion of this growth. We now have 122 op-
erating in many parts of the world. Our
people are being greatly blessed by these.
Every individual who qualifies for a temple
recommend is also qualified as a faithful
Latter-day Saint. He or she will be a full-
tithe payer, will observe the Word of Wis-
dom, will have good family relationships,
and will be a better citizen of the commu-
nity. Temple service is the end product of
all of our teaching and activity.

Last year 32 million ordinances were
performed in the temples. This is more
than have been performed in any previous
year. At the moment, some of our temples
are crowded to capacity and beyond. The

needs and desires of our faithful Saints
must be met.

We have previously announced a new
temple in the southeast quadrant of the
Salt Lake Valley. We have two other ex-
cellent sites in the west and southwest ar-
eas of the valley through the kindness of
the developers of these properties. The
first one on which we will build is in the
so-called Daybreak development, and this
morning we make public announcement
of that. You may ask why we favor Utah
so generously. It is because the degree of
activity requires it. But we are also moving
forward with new temples in Rexburg and
Twin Falls, Idaho; in Sacramento, Califor-
nia; in Helsinki, Finland; in Panama City,
Panama; in Curitiba, Brazil; and another
which I had better not name at this time
because it has not yet been announced but
soon will be. There are yet others under
consideration. On all of those I have
named, we have the property, and work in
various degrees of completion is going
forward.

We are grateful for the consecrations
of our people which make all of this possi-
ble.

Technology aids temple proxy work

One of the most troublesome aspects
of our temple activity is that as we get
more and more temples scattered across
the earth, there is duplication of effort in
proxy work. People in various nations si-
multaneously work on the same family
lines and come up with the same names.
They do not know that those in other ar-
eas are doing the same thing. We there-
fore have been engaged for some time in
a very difficult undertaking. To avoid such
duplication, the solution lies in complex
computer technology. Preliminary indica-
tions are that it will work, and if this is so,
it will be a truly remarkable thing with
worldwide implications.
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Satellite transmission of conferences

Now, as many of you know, we have
been conducting stake conferences through
the use of satellite transmission. The
Church has grown so large that it is no
longer possible for members of the First
Presidency, the Quorum of the Twelve,
and other General Authorities to visit in-
dividual stakes, except for reorganizations
and divisions. Satellite transmission has
made it possible for us to speak in Salt
Lake City and be heard and seen in stake
centers and other facilities around the
globe. It is a miraculous and wonderful
thing.

It is in this same way that many of you
are participating in our conference today.
We are joined together as a vast interna-
tional family in music and prayer and in
the instruction and testimony of our Breth-
ren.

Thank you for all you do, you wonder-
ful Latter-day Saints. Thank you for the
tremendous efforts of Area Seventies, of
bishoprics and stake presidencies, of auxil-
iary leaders, of temple and mission presi-
dencies, and the many, many, many more

who give so generously of time, effort, and
means to advance the kingdom of God on
the earth.

I pray, my brethren and sisters, that
the choicest blessings of heaven may rest
upon you, in the sacred name of Jesus
Christ, amen.

The choir sang “He, Watching over
Israel.”

President Monson

We shall now hear from Elder L. Tom
Perry of the Quorum of the Twelve Apos-
tles. He will be followed by Bishop Keith
B. McMullin of the Presiding Bishopric.
The choir and congregation will then join
in singing “Guide Us, O Thou Great Jeho-
vah.” 

We will then hear from Sister Susan
W. Tanner, Young Women general presi-
dent. Following her remarks, Elder Joseph
B. Wirthlin of the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles will speak to us. The choir will
then sing “I’m Trying to Be like Jesus.”

Elder L. Tom Perry
Challenge to read the Book of Mormon

I look forward each month to the ar-
rival of this wonderful magazine, the En-
sign. It fortifies me with messages from the
First Presidency, which are included in
each issue. The August issue of the Ensign
and Liahona brought with it a challenge
from President Hinckley to read or reread
the Book of Mormon before the end of the
year.

Why does President Hinckley believe
reading the Book of Mormon will be so
beneficial to each of us? He states: 

“Its appeal is as timeless as truth, as
universal as mankind. It is the only book

that contains within its covers a promise
that by divine power the reader may know
with certainty of its truth.

“Its origin is miraculous; when the
story of that origin is first told to one unfa-
miliar with it, it is almost unbelievable. But
the book is here to be felt and handled and
read. No one can dispute its presence. . . . 

“No other written testament so clearly
illustrates the fact that when men [and
women] and nations walk in the fear of
God and in obedience to His command-
ments, they prosper and grow, but when
they disregard Him and His word, there
comes a decay that, unless arrested by righ-
teousness, leads to impotence and death”


