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Satellite transmission of conferences

Now, as many of you know, we have
been conducting stake conferences through
the use of satellite transmission. The
Church has grown so large that it is no
longer possible for members of the First
Presidency, the Quorum of the Twelve,
and other General Authorities to visit in-
dividual stakes, except for reorganizations
and divisions. Satellite transmission has
made it possible for us to speak in Salt
Lake City and be heard and seen in stake
centers and other facilities around the
globe. It is a miraculous and wonderful
thing.

It is in this same way that many of you
are participating in our conference today.
We are joined together as a vast interna-
tional family in music and prayer and in
the instruction and testimony of our Breth-
ren.

Thank you for all you do, you wonder-
ful Latter-day Saints. Thank you for the
tremendous efforts of Area Seventies, of
bishoprics and stake presidencies, of auxil-
iary leaders, of temple and mission presi-
dencies, and the many, many, many more

who give so generously of time, effort, and
means to advance the kingdom of God on
the earth.

I pray, my brethren and sisters, that
the choicest blessings of heaven may rest
upon you, in the sacred name of Jesus
Christ, amen.

The choir sang “He, Watching over
Israel.”

President Monson

We shall now hear from Elder L. Tom
Perry of the Quorum of the Twelve Apos-
tles. He will be followed by Bishop Keith
B. McMullin of the Presiding Bishopric.
The choir and congregation will then join
in singing “Guide Us, O Thou Great Jeho-
vah.” 

We will then hear from Sister Susan
W. Tanner, Young Women general presi-
dent. Following her remarks, Elder Joseph
B. Wirthlin of the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles will speak to us. The choir will
then sing “I’m Trying to Be like Jesus.”

Elder L. Tom Perry
Challenge to read the Book of Mormon

I look forward each month to the ar-
rival of this wonderful magazine, the En-
sign. It fortifies me with messages from the
First Presidency, which are included in
each issue. The August issue of the Ensign
and Liahona brought with it a challenge
from President Hinckley to read or reread
the Book of Mormon before the end of the
year.

Why does President Hinckley believe
reading the Book of Mormon will be so
beneficial to each of us? He states: 

“Its appeal is as timeless as truth, as
universal as mankind. It is the only book

that contains within its covers a promise
that by divine power the reader may know
with certainty of its truth.

“Its origin is miraculous; when the
story of that origin is first told to one unfa-
miliar with it, it is almost unbelievable. But
the book is here to be felt and handled and
read. No one can dispute its presence. . . . 

“No other written testament so clearly
illustrates the fact that when men [and
women] and nations walk in the fear of
God and in obedience to His command-
ments, they prosper and grow, but when
they disregard Him and His word, there
comes a decay that, unless arrested by righ-
teousness, leads to impotence and death”
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(“A Testimony Vibrant and True,” Ensign,
Aug. 2005, 4–5).

A voice of warning to this generation

Why is the reading of the Book of
Mormon so important to us today? It is
because the major writers of the Book of
Mormon fully understood that their writ-
ings were primarily for the people of a fu-
ture generation rather than for the people
of their own generation. Moroni wrote
to our generation, “I speak unto you as
if ye were present” (Mormon 8:35). The
prophet Nephi stated:

“Wherefore, for this cause hath the
Lord God promised unto me that these
things which I write shall be kept and pre-
served, and handed down unto my seed,
from generation to generation, that the
promise may be fulfilled unto Joseph, that
his seed should never perish as long as the
earth should stand” (2 Nephi 25:21).

The Book of Mormon is a voice of
warning to this generation. See how vividly
it describes conditions on the earth today:

“And no one need say [these records]
shall not come, for they surely shall, for
the Lord hath spoken it; for out of the
earth shall they come, by the hand of the
Lord, and none can stay it; and it shall
come in a day when it shall be said that
miracles are done away; and it shall come
even as if one should speak from the dead.

“And it shall come in a day when the
blood of saints shall cry unto the Lord, be-
cause of secret combinations and the works
of darkness.

“Yea, it shall come in a day when
the power of God shall be denied, and
churches become defiled and be lifted up
in the pride of their hearts; yea, even in a
day when leaders of churches and teach-
ers shall rise in the pride of their hearts,
even to the envying of them who belong to
their churches.

“Yea, it shall come in a day when there
shall be heard of fires, and tempests, and
vapors of smoke in foreign lands;

“And there shall also be heard of wars,
rumors of wars, and earthquakes in divers
places.

“Yea, it shall come in a day when
there shall be great pollutions upon the
face of the earth; there shall be murders,
and robbing, and lying, and deceivings,
and whoredoms, and all manner of abomi-
nations; when there shall be many who will
say, Do this, or do that, and it mattereth
not, for the Lord will uphold such at the
last day. But wo unto such, for they are in
the gall of bitterness and in the bonds of
iniquity” (Mormon 8:26–31). 

A book written to bless us in our day

President Ezra Taft Benson reaffirmed
the fact that the Book of Mormon is of par-
ticular value to our time when he said:

“The Book of Mormon was written for
us today. God is the author of the book. It
is a record of a fallen people, compiled by
inspired men for our blessing today. Those
people never had the book—it was meant
for us. Mormon, the ancient prophet after
whom the book is named, abridged cen-
turies of records. God, who knows the end
from the beginning, told him what to in-
clude in his abridgment that we would
need for our day” (in Conference Report,
Apr. 1975, 94; or Ensign, May 1975, 63).

How often we read the record primar-
ily as a history of a fallen people, failing to
remember that it was compiled by inspired
prophets for the purpose of helping us
come unto Christ. The major writers of the
Book of Mormon did not intend it to be a
history book at all. In fact, Jacob said that
his brother Nephi commanded him that he
“should not touch, save it were lightly,
concerning the history of this people” (Ja-
cob 1:2).

Each time we read the book we should
probably ask ourselves: “Why did these
writers choose these particular stories or
events to include in the record? What value
are they for us today?”
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Among the lessons we learn from the
Book of Mormon are the cause and effect
of war and under what conditions it is justi-
fied. It tells of evils and dangers of secret
combinations, which are built up to get
power and gain over the people. It tells of
the reality of Satan and gives an indication
of some of the methods he uses. It advises
us on the proper use of wealth. It tells us of
the plain and precious truths of the gospel
and the reality and divinity of Jesus Christ
and His atoning sacrifice for all mankind.
It informs us of the gathering of the house
of Israel in the last days. It tells us of the
purpose and principles of missionary work.
It warns us against pride, indifference, pro-
crastination, the dangers of false traditions,
hypocrisy, and unchastity.

Have a specific plan for study

Now it is up to us to study the Book of
Mormon and learn of its principles and
apply them in our lives.

The Book of Mormon begins with a
great story on the importance of families
having and using the scriptures. Lehi, a
prophet-father, was warned that there
were people who were seeking to take
away his life because of his declarations
concerning their wickedness. He was in-
structed to take his family and flee.

“And it came to pass that he departed
into the wilderness. And he left his house,
and the land of his inheritance, and his
gold, and his silver, and his precious things,
and took nothing with him, save it were his
family, and provisions, and tents, and de-
parted into the wilderness” (1 Nephi 2:4).

After journeying some distance, Lehi
had a dream in which the Lord said that
they should not journey farther without re-
turning to Jerusalem and obtaining the
record of their fathers which was engraven
on plates of brass. These plates also con-
tained the words of the prophets and com-
mandments of the Lord. The assignment
was given to Lehi’s four sons to make the
journey back to obtain the record.

Upon arriving at Jerusalem, they cast
lots to decide who would go to the house
of Laban and ask for the brass plates. The
lot fell to Laman. He approached Laban,
“and behold, it came to pass that Laban
was angry, and thrust him out from his
presence; and he would not that he should
have the records. Wherefore, he said unto
him: Behold thou art a robber, and I will
slay thee” (1 Nephi 3:13). Laman escaped
with his life but without the brass plates.

One thing that strikes me about this
first attempt is that the brothers did not
seem to have a good plan. This teaches us
an important lesson that we can apply to
our study of the scriptures. Let us show
our commitment to reading the Book of
Mormon by approaching our study with a
specific plan.

In his article in the Ensign and Liahona,
President Hinckley issued “a challenge to
members of the Church throughout the
world and to our friends everywhere to read
or reread the Book of Mormon.” Then he
offered us a plan to accomplish the chal-
lenge: “If you will read a bit more than one
and one-half chapters a day, you will be
able to finish the book before the end of
this year” (Ensign, Aug. 2005, 6). August
and September are now past history. Ac-
cording to President Hinckley’s plan, we
should be reading now in the book of Alma
—somewhere between chapters 4 and 12.
Are you ahead of schedule or behind?

Blessings of reading the Book of Mormon

When the first attempt to get the brass
plates failed, Nephi’s brothers wanted to
give up and return to their family in the
wilderness. But Nephi encouraged them to
keep trying and proposed another ap-
proach to obtain the record: 

“Let us be faithful in keeping the com-
mandments of the Lord; therefore let us
go down to the land of our father’s inheri-
tance, for behold he left gold and silver,
and all manner of riches. And all this he
hath done because of the commandments
of the Lord. . . . 
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“And it came to pass that we went in
unto Laban, and desired him that he would
give unto us the records . . . , for which we
would give unto him our gold, and our sil-
ver, and all our precious things” (1 Nephi
3:16, 24).

Nephi’s example teaches us that the
blessings of the scriptures are far more
valuable than property and other worldly
things. Pursuing the things of the world can
sometimes give us momentary pleasures
but not lasting joy and happiness. When
we seek after the things of the Spirit, the
rewards are eternal and will bring us the
satisfaction we seek through this mortal
experience.

President Hinckley has encouraged us
to read the Book of Mormon to lift us
above the things of the world, to enjoy the
things of the Lord. He said, “Without res-
ervation I promise you that if each of you
will observe this simple program, regard-
less of how many times you previously may
have read the Book of Mormon, there will
come into your lives and into your homes
an added measure of the Spirit of the
Lord, a strengthened resolution to walk in
obedience to His commandments, and a
stronger testimony of the living reality of
the Son of God” (Ensign, Aug. 2005, 6).
These blessings are far more valuable than
material possessions.

Approach the challenge with faith

When Nephi and his brothers offered
to exchange their wealth for the brass
plates, Laban stole their property and tried
to take their lives. Thoroughly discouraged
after yet another failed attempt, Laman
and Lemuel again wanted to give up on
what they felt was an impossible task.
Nephi, however, was unwavering in his
commitment to obey the Lord’s command-
ments. He reasoned with his brothers this
way: “Let us go up again unto Jerusalem,
and let us be faithful in keeping the com-
mandments of the Lord; for behold he is
mightier than all the earth, then why not

mightier than Laban and his fifty, yea, or
even than his tens of thousands?” (1 Nephi
4:1).

Approaching the assignment with faith
in the Lord brought the desired result. As
Nephi went forward to obtain the record,
being led by the Spirit, Laban was deliv-
ered into his hands. Through his faith and
obedience, Nephi secured for himself and
his family the blessings of having the scrip-
tures. Now, with the brass plates in their
possession, Nephi and his brothers could
return to their father in the wilderness and
continue their journey.

If we will approach President Hinck-
ley’s challenge with faith, we have the sure
promise of our prophet of the blessings we
will receive resulting from our study of the
Book of Mormon. We will find, as Nephi
and his family did, that the scriptures are
“desirable; yea, even of great worth unto
us” (1 Nephi 5:21). We can also receive
the blessing Moroni promised as he closed
his writings of the Book of Mormon:

“Yea, come unto Christ, and be per-
fected in him, and deny yourselves of all
ungodliness; and if ye shall deny your-
selves of all ungodliness, and love God
with all your might, mind and strength,
then is his grace sufficient for you, that by
his grace ye may be perfect in Christ; and
if by the grace of God ye are perfect in
Christ, ye can in nowise deny the power of
God” (Moroni 10:32).

Read the book to honor Joseph Smith

This is the year we celebrate the 200th
anniversary of the birth of the Prophet
Joseph Smith. The Book of Mormon pro-
vides convincing evidence of the Prophet
Joseph’s ministry and of the Restoration
of the Church of Jesus Christ. President
Hinckley, in the last general conference in
April, said this about the Book of Mor-
mon: 

“It is a tangible thing that can be han-
dled, that can be read, that can be tested.
. . . I would think that the whole Christian
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world would reach out and welcome it and
embrace it as a vibrant testimony. It repre-
sents another great and basic contribution
which came as a revelation to the Prophet
[Joseph]” (in Conference Report, Apr.
2005, 84; or Ensign, May 2005, 82).

I pray that each of us will read the
Book of Mormon by the end of the year in
response to the challenge of our current

prophet, Gordon B. Hinckley, to honor the
prophet of the Restoration, Joseph Smith.
May we have a plan that we will follow in
faith to taste and be filled with that which
is of infinite and eternal value, even the
word of God found in the Book of Mor-
mon, is my humble prayer in the name of
Jesus Christ, amen.

Bishop Keith B. McMullin
Gospel provides answers to all problems

Have you ever found yourself in a con-
versation where you were suddenly re-
quired to remain silent while your point of
view was misconstrued and belittled? Such
a thing happened to me almost 25 years
ago, and the frustration of that unfinished
conversation has remained to this day.

As mission president, I had been in-
vited, with others from the Church, to meet
with the mayor of one of the cities in our
mission. He was cordial as he welcomed us
into his office. Our conversation touched
upon concerns of the day. Eventually he
asked why the Church was doing mission-
ary work in his city.

This was not unexpected. An impres-
sion had come to me some weeks before
that he would ask this question and what
my response should be. I replied, “The
gospel of Jesus Christ provides answers
and solutions to all of the world’s prob-
lems, including those confronting the good
people of your city. This is why we are
here.”

I fully expected the mayor would want
to know more. Instead, his mood changed.
Skepticism then disdain took control of his
countenance. He blustered about my naive
approach to challenges in the world and
brought our visit to an abrupt close. No
further explanation was permitted.

This morning I should like to complete
that conversation. I hope the good mayor

is listening because what follows is vital to
a troubled world.

The gospel’s teachings about calamities

We are sobered by the terrible calami-
ties of recent years. They occur with in-
creasing frequency and intensity. Natural
forces are ferocious in their scope, human
assaults are merciless in their carnage, and
unchecked appetites are leading to licen-
tiousness, crime, and family decay ap-
proaching epic proportions. The tsunami
in southern Asia and hurricanes in the
United States, with their terrible tolls, are
the most recent calamities capturing our
attention. Hearts and hands from around
the world reach out to those so profoundly
affected. For a brief period differences
yield to compassion and love.

We are indebted to those who, when
buffeted by calamities, remind us of man’s
dependence upon God. A widow in a refu-
gee camp, anguishing over the brutal slay-
ing of her sons, weeps the words, “I must
not lose my faith.” Survivors, overwhelmed
by Katrina’s fury, send out the plea, “Pray
for us.”1

Causes of such calamities are the sub-
ject of seemingly endless debate. Com-
mentators, politicians, scientists, and many
others have opinions as to the causes.

The Lord Jesus Christ said concerning
the restoration of His gospel:


