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Act upon promptings to find the one

Each one of us can make a difference
in someone’s life, even his or her eternal
life, but we must act; we must do; we must
labor diligently. Perhaps you have received
an impression to invite someone to return
to church or to hear the message of the re-
stored gospel for the first time. Go ahead,
follow that impression. Why don’t we all
invite someone to come tomorrow and lis-
ten to a prophet’s voice? Would you do
that? Will you make that invitation today?
With faith and a willing heart (even de-
sire), we must trust that the Spirit will give
us “in the very hour, yea, in the very mo-
ment, what [we] shall say” (D&C 100:6).
I know that to be so.

How grateful I am for this call to serve
once again, this time in Australia. I express
my eternal love and appreciation to my
wife and our nine missionary-minded chil-
dren for their love and support. I bear
solemn witness that the fulness of the gos-
pel is restored upon the earth, that Joseph
Smith is a prophet of God, and that the
Book of Mormon is the word of God. To-
day we are led by a living prophet, even
President Gordon B. Hinckley. I know
that God lives, and I know that Jesus is the
Christ, our Savior and Redeemer. It is in
the Shepherd’s loving arms and on His

shoulders that we are carried home. Like
Enos, may I humbly say: “I must preach
. . . unto this people, and declare the word
according to the truth which is in Christ.
And I have . . . rejoiced in it above that of
the world” (Enos 1:26). To these truths I
bear witness in the name of Jesus Christ,
amen.

President Faust

We remind the brethren of general
priesthood meeting, which will commence
in the Conference Center this evening at
6:00 p.m. mountain daylight time. 

The nationwide Tabernacle Choir
broadcast tomorrow morning will be from
9:30 to 10:00 a.m. mountain daylight time.
The Sunday morning session of confer-
ence will immediately follow. 

We thank the Young Women and
Young Men choir for the beautiful music
they have provided this afternoon. 

We shall now be pleased to hear from
Elders Henry B. Eyring and M. Russell
Ballard of the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles. The choir will then close this ses-
sion by singing “On This Day of Joy and
Gladness.” At the conclusion of the sing-
ing, the benediction will be offered by El-
der F. Melvin Hammond of the Seventy.

Spiritual preparation for life’s storms

Most of us have thought about how to
prepare for storms. We have seen and felt
the suffering of women, men, and children,
and of the aged and the weak, caught in
hurricanes, tsunamis, wars, and droughts.
One reaction is to ask, “How can I be pre-
pared?” And there is a rush to buy and put
away whatever people think they might
need for the day they might face such
calamities.

But there is another even more im-
portant preparation we must make for
tests that are certain to come to each of
us. That preparation must be started far
in advance because it takes time. What we
will need then can’t be bought. It can’t be
borrowed. It doesn’t store well. And it has
to have been used regularly and recently.

What we will need in our day of testing
is a spiritual preparation. It is to have de-
veloped faith in Jesus Christ so powerful
that we can pass the test of life upon which

Elder Henry B. Eyring
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everything for us in eternity depends. That
test is part of the purpose God had for us
in the Creation.

Our test is to see if we will obey

The Prophet Joseph Smith gave us
the Lord’s description of the test we face.
Our Heavenly Father created the world
with His Son, Jesus Christ. We have these
words to tell us about the purpose of the
Creation: 

“We will go down, for there is space
there, and we will take of these materials,
and we will make an earth whereon these
may dwell; 

“And we will prove them herewith, to
see if they will do all things whatsoever the
Lord their God shall command them.”1

So, the great test of life is to see if we
will hearken to and obey God’s commands
in the midst of the storms of life. It is not
to endure storms, but to choose the right
while they rage. And the tragedy of life is
to fail in that test and so fail to qualify to
return in glory to our heavenly home.

We are the spirit children of a Heav-
enly Father. He loved us and He taught us
before we were born into this world. He
told us that He wished to give us all that
He had. To qualify for that gift we had to
receive mortal bodies and be tested. Be-
cause of those mortal bodies, we would
face pain, sickness, and death.

We would be subject to temptations
through the desires and weaknesses that
came with our mortal bodies. Subtle and
powerful forces of evil would tempt us
to surrender to those temptations. Life
would have storms in which we would
have to make choices using faith in things
we could not see with our natural eyes.

Passing the test requires unshakable faith

We were promised that we would
have Jehovah, Jesus Christ, as our Savior
and Redeemer. He would assure that we
would all be resurrected. And He would

make it possible for us to pass the test of
life if we exercised faith in Him by being
obedient. We shouted for joy at the good
news.

A passage from the Book of Mormon,
another witness of Jesus Christ, describes
how hard the test is and what it will take
to pass it:

“Therefore, cheer up your hearts, and
remember that ye are free to act for your-
selves—to choose the way of everlasting
death or the way of eternal life.

“Wherefore, my beloved brethren,
reconcile yourselves to the will of God, and
not to the will of the devil and the flesh;
and remember, after ye are reconciled
unto God, that it is only in and through
the grace of God that ye are saved.

“Wherefore, may God raise you from
death by the power of the resurrection,
and also from everlasting death by the
power of the atonement, that ye may be
received into the eternal kingdom of God,
that ye may praise him through grace di-
vine. Amen.”2

It will take unshakable faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ to choose the way to
eternal life. It is by using that faith we can
know the will of God. It is by acting on
that faith we build the strength to do the
will of God. And it is by exercising that
faith in Jesus Christ that we can resist
temptation and gain forgiveness through
the Atonement.

We will need to have developed and
nurtured faith in Jesus Christ long before
Satan hits us, as he will, with doubts and
appeals to our carnal desires and with ly-
ing voices saying that good is bad and that
there is no sin. Those spiritual storms are
already raging. We can expect that they
will worsen until the Savior returns.

Start early and be steady

However much faith to obey God we
now have, we will need to strengthen it
continually and keep it refreshed con-
stantly. We can do that by deciding now to
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be more quick to obey and more deter-
mined to endure. Learning to start early
and to be steady are the keys to spiritual
preparation. Procrastination and inconsis-
tency are its mortal enemies.

Let me suggest to you four settings in
which to practice quick and steady obedi-
ence. One is the command to feast upon
the word of God. A second is to pray al-
ways. A third is the commandment to be a
full-tithe payer. And the fourth is to es-
cape from sin and its terrible effects. Each
takes faith to start and then to persevere.
And all can strengthen your capacity to
know and obey the Lord’s commands.

Feast upon the word of God

You already have had the Lord’s help
to get started. In August you received this
promise from President Gordon B. Hinck-
ley if you would read the Book of Mormon
through by the end of the year: 

“Without reservation I promise you
that if each of you will observe this simple
program, regardless of how many times
you previously may have read the Book of
Mormon, there will come into your lives
and into your homes an added measure of
the Spirit of the Lord, a strengthened res-
olution to walk in obedience to His com-
mandments, and a stronger testimony of
the living reality of the Son of God.”3

That is the very promise of increased
faith we need to be spiritually prepared.
But if we delayed the start of our obedi-
ence to that inspired invitation, the num-
ber of pages we had to read each day grew
larger. If we then missed reading for even
a few days, the chance of failure grew.
That’s why I chose to read ahead of my
daily plan to be sure I will qualify for the
promised blessings of the spirit of resolu-
tion and testimony of Jesus Christ. When
December ends, I will have learned about
starting at the moment a command from
God comes and being steady in obedience.

More than that, as I read in the Book
of Mormon, I will pray that the Holy

Ghost will help me know what God would
have me do. There is a promise of that
plea being answered in the book itself:
“Wherefore, I said unto you, feast upon
the words of Christ; for behold, the words
of Christ will tell you all things what ye
should do.”4

I will act quickly on what the Holy
Ghost tells me I should do as I read and
ponder the Book of Mormon. When I com-
plete the project in December, I will have
had many experiences of stretching my
faith to be obedient. And so my faith will
be strengthened. And I will know from my
own experience what comes from going to
the scriptures early and consistently to
know what God wants me to do and then
doing it. If we do that, we will be better
prepared for the greater storms when they
come.

We will then have a choice of what to
do after January 1. We can choose to sigh
with relief and say to ourselves, “I have
built a great reservoir of faith by starting
early and being steady in obedience. I will
store it away against the times when I will
be tested in storms.” There is a better way
to prepare, because great faith has a short
shelf life. We could decide to persist in
studying the words of Christ in the scrip-
tures and the teachings of living prophets.
This is what I will do. I will go back to the
Book of Mormon and drink deeply and
often. And then I will be grateful for what
the prophet’s challenge and promise did
to teach me how to gain greater faith and
maintain it.

Pray always

Personal prayer can also build our
faith to do what God commands. We are
commanded to pray always that we will not
be overcome. Some of the protection we
need will be direct intervention of God.
But more of it will come from building our
faith to obey. We can pray every day to
know what God would have us do. We can
commit to start to do it quickly when the
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answer comes. My experience is that He
always answers such petitions. Then we
can choose to obey. As we do, we will build
faith enough that we will not be overcome.
And we will gain the faith to go back again
and again for further instruction. When
the storms come, we will be ready to go
and do what the Lord commands.

The Savior showed us a great exam-
ple of such a prayer of submission. He
prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane as
He worked out the Atonement that His
Father’s will would be done. He knew that
His Father’s will would be for Him to do
what was so painful and so terrible that we
cannot comprehend it. He prayed not sim-
ply to accept the Father’s will but to do it.
He showed us the way to pray in perfect
and determined submission.

Commit to pay a full tithe

The principle of exercising faith early
and steadily applies as well to the com-
mandment to pay tithing. We should not
wait until the annual tithing settlement to
decide to be a full-tithe payer. We can de-
cide now. It takes time to learn to control
our spending with faith that what we have
comes from God. It takes faith to pay our
tithing promptly and without procrastina-
tion.

If we decide now to be a full-tithe
payer and if we are steady in paying it,
blessings will flow throughout the year, as
well as at the time of tithing settlement. By
our decision now to be a full-tithe payer
and our steady efforts to obey, we will be
strengthened in our faith and, in time, our
hearts will be softened. It is that change in
our hearts through the Atonement of Je-
sus Christ, beyond the offering of our
money or goods, that makes it possible
for the Lord to promise full-tithe payers
protection in the last days.5 We can have
confidence that we will qualify for that
blessing of protection if we commit now
to pay a full tithe and are steady in doing
it.

Repent now

The same power of an early choice to
exercise faith and to be persistent in obe-
dience applies to gaining the faith to resist
temptation and to gain forgiveness. The
best time to resist temptation is early. The
best time to repent is now. The enemy of
our souls will place thoughts in our minds
to tempt us. We can decide early to exer-
cise faith, to cast out evil thoughts before
we act on them. And we can choose quickly
to repent when we do sin, before Satan
can weaken our faith and bind us. Seeking
forgiveness is always better now than later.

As my father lay in his bed near death,
I asked him if he didn’t think it was a time
to repent and pray for forgiveness for any
sins that were not yet resolved with God.
He probably heard a little hint in my voice
that he might fear death and the Judg-
ment. He just chuckled quietly, smiled up
at me, and said, “Oh, no, Hal, I’ve been re-
penting as I went along.”

Decide to obey quickly and always

Decisions now to exercise faith and
be steady in obedience will in time pro-
duce great faith and assurance. That is the
spiritual preparedness we all will need.
And it will qualify us in the moments of
crisis to receive the Lord’s promise that
“if ye are prepared ye shall not fear.”6

That will be true when we face the
storms of life and the prospect of death. 
A loving Heavenly Father and His Be-
loved Son have given us all the help They
can to pass the test of life set before us.
But we must decide to obey and then do
it. We build the faith to pass the tests of
obedience over time and through our
daily choices. We can decide now to do
quickly whatever God asks of us. And we
can decide to be steady in the small tests
of obedience which build the faith to carry
us through the great tests, which will
surely come.
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Families matter most

Several of the Brethren and I recently
visited a few of the refugee centers in
Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas where
devastated and displaced victims of Hurri-
cane Katrina were staying as they began
to try to put their lives back together.
Their stories and situations are tragic and
poignant in many ways, but in all that I
heard, what touched me the most was
the crying out for family: “Where is my
mother?” “I can’t find my son.” “I’ve lost
a sister.” These were hungry, frightened
people who had lost everything and
needed food, medical attention, and help
of all kinds, but what they wanted and
needed most was their families.

Crisis or transition of any kind re-
minds us of what matters most. In the rou-
tine of life, we often take our families—
our parents and children and siblings—for
granted. But in times of danger and need
and change, there is no question that what
we care about most is our families! It will
be even more so when we leave this life
and enter into the spirit world. Surely the
first people we will seek to find there will

be father, mother, spouse, children, and
siblings.

I believe the mission statement for
mortality might be “to build an eternal
family.” Here on this earth we strive to
become part of extended families with the
ability to create and form our own part of
those families. That is one of the reasons
our Heavenly Father sent us here. Not ev-
eryone will find a companion and have a
family in mortality, but everyone, regard-
less of individual circumstances, is a pre-
cious member of God’s family.

Hold fast to the family proclamation

Brothers and sisters, this year marks
the 10th anniversary of the proclamation to
the world on the family, which was issued
by the First Presidency and the Quorum
of the Twelve Apostles in 1995 (see “The
Family: A Proclamation to the World,”
Ensign, Nov. 1995, 102). It was then and is
now a clarion call to protect and strengthen
families and a stern warning in a world
where declining values and misplaced pri-
orities threaten to destroy society by un-
dermining its basic unit.

Elder M. Russell Ballard

I know that you and I are children of
a loving Heavenly Father. I know that His
Son, Jesus Christ, lives and that He is our
Savior and that He paid the price of all
of our sins. He was resurrected, and He
and Heavenly Father appeared to the boy
Joseph Smith. I know that the Book of
Mormon is the word of God, translated
through the gift and power of God. I
know that this is the true Church of Jesus
Christ.

I know that through the Holy Ghost
we can learn what God would have us do.
I testify that He can give us the power to
do what He asks of us, whatever it is and
whatever trials may come.

I pray that we will choose to obey the
Lord quickly, always, in quiet times and
in storms. As we do, our faith will be
strengthened, we will find peace in this
life, and we will gain the assurance that we
and our families can qualify for eternal
life in the world to come. I so promise
you, in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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5. See Doctrine and Covenants 64:23.
6. Doctrine and Covenants 38:30.


