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Counsel to Aaronic Priesthood holders

It is a sacred responsibility to address
you in this general priesthood meeting. I
always look forward to attending these
priesthood sessions with my sons. I have
great memories of sitting by them in our
stake center as we listened to the teachings
of the General Authorities. These meet-
ings made a difference in my life when I
was a young man, and they continue to
make a difference in my life now. I know
they have been an influence on my sons and
on millions of Aaronic Priesthood holders
around the world.

I speak to you Aaronic Priesthood
holders tonight. We live in an exciting and
wonderful time. The fulness of the gospel
has been restored and is spreading across
the earth. The keys of the priesthood are
on the earth, and saving ordinances are
available to those worthy of them. There
are millions of good people on the earth
striving to do what is right in their lives
and in their families and in their commu-
nities.

This wonderful time in which we live
is also filled with peril. You live in chal-
lenging times where many temptations
and dangers await you. You have already
been exposed to some of those temptations
and dangers. You may have even seen in-
dividuals whose lives have been damaged
by succumbing to some of the evils so prev-
alent in the world.

How can you, as an Aaronic Priest-
hood holder, be safe in these challenging
times so you can fully do your part in this
great work and find true happiness in this
life and the life to come?

Guidance from general conference

It is not surprising that in the face of
tremendous evil and temptation the Lord
does not leave us to find our way on our

own. In fact, there is more than enough
guidance available to each of us if we will
listen. You have received the gift of the
Holy Ghost to direct and inspire you. You
have the scriptures, parents, Church lead-
ers and teachers. You also have the words
of the prophets, seers, and revelators who
live in our day. There is so much guidance
and direction available that you won’t
make major mistakes in your life unless
you consciously ignore the guidance you
receive.

Tonight I would like to focus on one
of these sources of guidance—the living
prophets, seers, and revelators whom we
sustained today. In fact, I would like to fo-
cus on one of the main ways we get direc-
tion from them—general conference.

Conferences have been part of the
Church since the beginning of this dis-
pensation. The first conference was held
just two months after the Church was or-
ganized. We meet twice a year to be in-
structed by the General Authorities and
general officers of the Church. The pro-
ceedings of these conferences are avail-
able through various means, both print
and electronic.

Mother’s love for general conference

My mother loved general conference.
She always tuned in the radio and TV and
turned the volume loud enough that it was
difficult to find a place in the house where
conference couldn’t be heard. She wanted
her children to listen to the talks and
would ask us from time to time what we
remembered. Once in a while I went out-
side with one of my brothers to play ball
during a Saturday conference session. We
would take a radio with us because we
knew our mother might quiz us later. We
would play ball and occasionally take a
break to listen carefully so we could report
to Mom. I doubt my mother was fooled
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when we both happened to remember the
same thing from an entire session.

That is no way to listen to conference.
I have since repented. I have grown to love
general conference, I’m sure partly be-
cause of my mother’s love for the words
of the living prophets. I remember listen-
ing to the sessions of a particular confer-
ence all alone in an apartment while I was
in college. The Holy Ghost witnessed to
my soul that Harold B. Lee, the President
of the Church at that time, was truly a
prophet of God. This happened before I
went into the mission field, and I was ex-
cited to testify of a living prophet because
I had come to know for myself. I have had
that same witness about each of the proph-
ets since that time.

When I was in the mission field, the
Church didn’t have the satellite system,
and the country where I served did not
have broadcasts of general conference. My
mother sent me audiotapes of the sessions,
and I listened to them over and over again.
I grew to love the voices and the words of
the prophets and apostles.

A powerful conference in 1883

Recently I was reading the journal of
my great-grandfather Nathaniel Hodges,
who was called on a mission to England in
1883. He told of coming to Salt Lake City
to be set apart for his mission and attend-
ing conference while he was there. Listen
to his description of that conference: 

“Went to meetings in large Tabernacle
all day. There were splendid instructions
given. The remarks of Joseph F. Smith and
George Q. Cannon and President John
Taylor were particularly powerful. I heard
some of the oldest inhabitants say they
never attended a more powerful and spiri-
tual conference.”1

I think the members of the Church
have similar feelings about each general
conference. It seems that each is more
powerful and spiritual than the last.

Blessings from following leaders’ counsel

In order for the messages of general
conference to change our lives, we need to
be willing to follow the counsel we hear.
The Lord explained in a revelation to the
Prophet Joseph Smith “that when ye are
assembled together ye shall instruct and
edify each other, that ye may know . . . how
to act upon the points of my law and com-
mandments.”2 But knowing “how to act”
isn’t enough. The Lord in the next verse
said, “Ye shall bind yourselves to act in all
holiness before me.”3 This willingness to
take action on what we have learned opens
the doors for marvelous blessings.

A year ago in the priesthood session of
conference President Hinckley spoke about
the dangers of pornography. I don’t think
I’ve heard a more direct prophetic warning
to members of the priesthood. You young
brothers who listened and heeded his words
have already been blessed and will be
blessed more than you can now understand.
Your future family will reap great blessings
because of your obedience. Imagine how
the world would be impacted if every priest-
hood holder blocked pornography from
his life in response to the prophet’s coun-
sel.

Every time we are obedient to the
words of the prophets and apostles we reap
great blessings. We receive more blessings
than we can understand at the time, and
we continue to receive blessings long after
our initial decision to be obedient.

On the day the Church was organized,
Joseph Smith received a revelation that
included an important principle for all
Church members. Speaking to the Church
about Joseph Smith the Lord said, “Thou
shalt give heed unto all his words and
commandments which he shall give unto
you . . . for his word ye shall receive, as if
from mine own mouth.”4

Now listen to the blessings promised
to those who heed: “For by doing these
things the gates of hell shall not prevail
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The wisdom and unity of the Brethren

My dear brethren of the priesthood,
please accept our appreciation for all you
do to carry forward the Lord’s work world-
wide. I desire to speak about the sacred of-
fices of those priesthood leaders who have
been “called and chosen”1 to guide the
Church in this day. This is a special year
for at least two reasons: first, we are cele-
brating the 200th anniversary of the birth
of the Prophet Joseph Smith this Decem-
ber, and second, President Gordon B.
Hinckley celebrated his 95th birthday this
past June. I testify that the Prophet Joseph
Smith was called and chosen as the first
prophet of this dispensation and that Pres-
ident Gordon B. Hinckley is the present
prophet, seer, and revelator of this Church.

When Mike Wallace interviewed Pres-
ident Hinckley some years ago for the tel-
evision program 60 Minutes, he said,
“[People will say] this is a church run by
old men.” To this, President Hinckley re-
plied, “Isn’t it wonderful to have a man of
maturity at the head—a man of judgment
who isn’t blown about by every wind of
doctrine?”2 So if any of you think the pres-
ent leadership is too old to lead the Church,
President Hinckley may need to give you
some further counsel about the wisdom
that comes with age!

Of the 102 Apostles called in this dis-
pensation, only 13 have served longer than
President Hinckley. He has served longer
as an Apostle than Brigham Young, Pres-
ident Hunter, President Lee, President
Kimball, and many others. It is wonder-
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against you; yea, and the Lord God will
disperse the powers of darkness from be-
fore you, and cause the heavens to shake
for your good.”5

Those are powerful promises that can
keep us safe in these treacherous times.
We need them, and the Lord will give
them to each of us if we are willing to fol-
low the prophets, seers, and revelators.

Make general conference a priority

Decide now to make general confer-
ence a priority in your life. Decide to lis-
ten carefully and follow the teachings that
are given. Listen to or read the talks more
than once to better understand and follow
the counsel. As you do these things, the
gates of hell will not prevail against you,
the powers of darkness will be dispersed
from before you, and the heavens will
shake for your good.

I know that our Heavenly Father loves
us and has a perfect plan for His children.
I know that Jesus is the Christ and that

He lives. I testify that the gospel of Jesus
Christ has been restored to the earth. We
have true prophets, seers, and revelators
on the earth today who have “the words of
eternal life.”6 To this I testify in the name
of Jesus Christ, amen.
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President Monson

We will now be pleased to hear from
President James E. Faust, Second Coun-
selor in the First Presidency. The choir and
congregation will then sing “Ye Elders of
Israel,” and following the singing I have
been asked to address you.


