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The fourth session of the 175th Semi-
annual General Conference convened in
the Conference Center at 10:00 a.m. on
Sunday, October 2, 2005. President Gor-
don B. Hinckley conducted this session.

Music was provided by the Taberna-
cle Choir. Craig Jessop and Mack Wilberg
directed the choir, and Richard Elliott and
John Longhurst were the organists. The
choir sang “The Morning Breaks” to begin
the session. President Hinckley then made
the following remarks.

President Gordon B. Hinckley

We welcome you this morning to the
fourth general session of the 175th Semi-
annual General Conference of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

We extend our greetings to those of
you who are participating by radio, televi-
sion, the Internet, or satellite transmission.
We are grateful to the owners and opera-
tors of the facilities who are broadcasting
this conference.

We acknowledge the presence this
morning of government, education, and
civic leaders.

The music for this session will be by
the Tabernacle Choir, under the direction
of Craig Jessop and Mack Wilberg, with
Richard Elliott and John Longhurst at the
organ.

The choir opened this session by sing-
ing “The Morning Breaks” and will now fa-

vor us with “Joseph Smith’s First Prayer.”
The invocation will then be offered by El-
der F. Burton Howard of the Seventy. Fol-
lowing the invocation, the choir will sing
“A Poor Wayfaring Man of Grief.”

The choir sang “Joseph Smith’s First
Prayer.”

Elder F. Burton Howard offered the
invocation.

The choir sang “A Poor Wayfaring
Man of Grief.”

President Hinckley

Thank you, choir, for that magnificent
number. 

We’ll first hear from President Thomas
S. Monson, First Counselor in the First
Presidency, after which President Boyd K.
Packer, Acting President of the Quorum of
the Twelve Apostles, will speak to us. He
will be followed by Elder Merrill J. Bate-
man of the Presidency of the Seventy. We
shall all then join together in singing “Sweet
Is the Work.”

At the conclusion of the singing, Sister
Cheryl C. Lant, Primary general president,
will address us. Elder Richard G. Scott of
the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles will
then speak to us, and the choir will then
sing “The Seer, Joseph, the Seer.”

SUNDAY MORNING SESSION

Joseph Smith: teacher by example

My brothers and sisters, in this bi-
centennial year of his birth, I should like
to speak of our beloved Prophet Joseph
Smith.

On December 23, 1805, Joseph Smith
Jr. was born in Sharon, Vermont, to Jo-
seph Smith Sr. and Lucy Mack Smith. On
the day of his birth, as the proud parents
looked down upon this tiny baby, they
could not have known what a profound

President Thomas S. Monson
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impact he would have upon the world.
A choice spirit had come to dwell in its
earthly tabernacle; he has affected our lives
and has taught us—through his own ex-
ample—essential lessons. Today I should
like to share a few of those lessons with
you.

Joseph’s childhood leg surgery

When Joseph was about six or seven
years old, he and his brothers and sisters
were stricken with typhus fever. Although
the others recovered readily, Joseph was
left with a painful sore on his leg. The
doctors, using the best medicine they had,
treated him, and yet the sore persisted. In
order to save Joseph’s life, they said, he
would have to lose his leg. Thankfully,
however, soon after that diagnosis, the
doctors returned to the Smith home and
reported that there was a new procedure
which might save Joseph’s leg. They wanted
to operate immediately and had brought
some cord with which to tie little Joseph
to the bed so he wouldn’t thrash about,
since they had nothing with which to dull
the pain. Young Joseph, however, told
them, “You won’t need to tie me.”

The doctors suggested he take some
brandy or wine so that the pain might not
be so severe. “No,” young Joseph replied.
“If my father will sit on the bed and hold
me in his arms, I will do whatever is neces-
sary.” Joseph Smith Sr. held in his arms his
small child, and the doctors removed the
diseased piece of bone. Although young
Joseph was lame for some time afterward,
he was healed.1 At such a young age and
countless other times throughout his life,
Joseph Smith taught us courage—by exam-
ple.

The First Vision

Before Joseph’s 15th year, his family
moved to Manchester, New York. He later
described the great religious revival which
seemed everywhere present at this time

and of prime concern to nearly everyone.
Joseph himself longed to know which
church he should join. He writes in his his-
tory:

“I often said to myself: . . . Who of
all these parties are right; or, are they all
wrong together? If any one of them be
right, which is it, and how shall I know it?

“While I was laboring under the ex-
treme difficulties caused by . . . these par-
ties of religionists, I was one day reading
the Epistle of James, first chapter and fifth
verse, . . . : If any of you lack wisdom, let
him ask of God, that giveth to all men lib-
erally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be
given him.”2

Joseph reported that he knew he must
either put the Lord to the test and ask Him
or perhaps choose to remain in darkness
forever. Early one morning he stepped into
a grove, now called sacred, and knelt and
prayed, having faith that God would give
him the enlightenment which he so ear-
nestly sought. Two personages appeared
to Joseph—the Father and the Son—and
he was told, in answer to his question, that
he was to join none of the churches, for
none of them was true. The Prophet Jo-
seph Smith taught us the principle of faith
—by example. His simple prayer of faith
on that spring morning in 1820 brought
about this marvelous work which contin-
ues today throughout the world.

Joseph’s unwavering faith

A few days after his prayer in the Sa-
cred Grove, Joseph Smith gave an account
of his vision to a preacher with whom he
was acquainted. To his surprise, his com-
munication was treated with “contempt”
and “was the cause of great persecution,
which continued to increase.” Joseph, how-
ever, did not waver. He later wrote, “I had
actually seen a light, and in the midst of
that light I saw two Personages, and they
did in reality speak to me; and though I
was hated and persecuted for saying that
I had seen a vision, yet it was true. . . . For



PRESIDENT THOMAS S. MONSON 69

I had seen a vision; I knew it, and I knew
that God knew it, and I could not deny
it.”3 Despite the physical and mental pun-
ishment at the hands of his opponents
which the Prophet Joseph Smith endured
throughout the remainder of his life, he
did not falter. He taught honesty—by ex-
ample.

Joseph’s patience and diligence

After that great First Vision, the
Prophet Joseph received no additional
communication for three years. However,
he did not wonder; he did not question;
he did not doubt the Lord. He waited pa-
tiently. He taught us the heavenly virtue
of patience—by example.

Following the visits of the angel Mo-
roni to young Joseph and his acquisition of
the plates, Joseph commenced the difficult
assignment of translation. One can but
imagine the dedication, the devotion, and
the labor required to translate in fewer
than 90 days this record of over 500 pages
covering a period of 2,600 years. I love the
words Oliver Cowdery used to describe
the time he spent assisting Joseph with
the translation of the Book of Mormon:
“These were days never to be forgotten—
to sit under the sound of a voice dictated
by the inspiration of heaven, awakened
the utmost gratitude of this bosom!”4 The
Prophet Joseph Smith taught us diligence
—by example.

As we know, the Prophet Joseph sent
forth missionaries to preach the restored
gospel. He himself served a mission in Up-
per New York and in Canada with Sidney
Rigdon. He not only inspired others to vol-
unteer for missions, but he also taught the
importance of missionary work—by exam-
ple.

Joseph Smith’s martyrdom

I think one of the sweetest lessons
taught by the Prophet Joseph, and yet one
of the saddest, occurred close to the time
of his death. He had seen in vision the

Saints leaving Nauvoo and going to the
Rocky Mountains. He was anxious that his
people be led away from their tormentors
and into this promised land which the
Lord had shown him. He no doubt longed
to be with them. However, he had been
issued an arrest warrant on trumped up
charges. Despite many appeals to Gover-
nor Ford, the charges were not dismissed.
Joseph left his home, his wife, his family,
and his people and gave himself up to the
civil authorities, knowing he would proba-
bly never return.

These are the words he spoke as he
journeyed to Carthage: “I am going like
a lamb to the slaughter; but I am calm as a
summer’s morning; I have a conscience
void of offense towards God, and towards
all men.”5

In Carthage Jail he was incarcerated
with his brother Hyrum and others. On
June 27, 1844, Joseph, Hyrum, John Tay-
lor, and Willard Richards were together
there when an angry mob stormed the
jail, ran up the stairway, and began firing
through the door of the room they occu-
pied. Hyrum was killed, and John Taylor
was wounded. Joseph Smith’s last great
act here upon the earth was one of self-
lessness. He crossed the room, most likely
“thinking that it would save the lives of his
brethren in the room if he could get out,
. . . and sprang into the window when two
balls pierced him from the door, and one
entered his right breast from without.”6

He gave his life; Willard Richards and
John Taylor were spared. “Greater love
hath no man than this, that a man lay down
his life for his friends.”7 The Prophet Jo-
seph Smith taught us love—by example.

In retrospect, over 160 years later, al-
though the events of June 27, 1844, were
tragic, we are provided comfort as we re-
alize that Joseph Smith’s martyrdom was
not the last chapter in this account. Al-
though those who sought to take his life
felt that the Church would collapse with-
out him, his powerful testimony of truth,
the teachings he translated, and his decla-
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ration of the Savior’s message go on today
in the hearts of over 12 million members
throughout the world, who proclaim him
a prophet of God.

A missionary testifies of Joseph Smith

The testimony of the Prophet Joseph
continues to change lives. Some years ago
I served as the president of the Canadian
Mission. In Ontario, Canada, two of our
missionaries were proselyting door-to-
door on a cold, snowy afternoon. They had
not had any measure of success. One elder
was experienced; one was new.

The two called at the home of Mr.
Elmer Pollard, and he, feeling sympathy
for the almost frozen missionaries, invited
them in. They presented their message
and asked if he would join in prayer. He
agreed, on the provision that he could of-
fer the prayer.

The prayer he offered astonished the
missionaries. He said, “Heavenly Father,
bless these two unfortunate, misguided
missionaries that they may return to their
homes and not waste their time telling the
people of Canada about a message which
is so fantastic and about which they know
so little.”

As they arose from their knees, Mr.
Pollard asked the missionaries never to
return to his home. As they left, he said
mockingly to them, “You can’t tell me you
really believe that Joseph Smith was a
prophet of God anyway!” and he slammed
the door.

The missionaries had walked but a
short distance when the junior companion
said timidly, “Elder, we didn’t answer Mr.
Pollard.”

The senior companion responded:
“We’ve been rejected. Let’s move on.”

The young missionary persisted, how-
ever, and the two returned to Mr. Pollard’s
door. Mr. Pollard answered the knock and
angrily said, “I thought I told you young
men never to return!”

The junior companion then said, with
all the courage he could muster, “Mr. Pol-
lard, when we left your door, you said that
we didn’t really believe Joseph Smith was
a prophet of God. I want to testify to you,
Mr. Pollard, that I know Joseph Smith was
a prophet of God, that by inspiration he
translated the sacred record known as the
Book of Mormon, that he did see God the
Father and Jesus the Son.” The mission-
aries then departed the doorstep.

I heard this same Mr. Pollard in a tes-
timony meeting state the experiences of
that memorable day. He said, “That eve-
ning, sleep would not come. I tossed and
turned. Over and over in my mind I heard
the words, ‘Joseph Smith was a prophet of
God. I know it. . . . I know it. . . . I know it.’
I could scarcely wait for morning to come.
I telephoned the missionaries, using their
number which was printed on the small
card containing the Articles of Faith. They
returned, and this time my wife, my family,
and I joined in the discussion as earnest
seekers of truth. As a result, we have all
embraced the gospel of Jesus Christ. We
shall ever be grateful to the testimony of
truth brought to us by those two coura-
geous, humble missionaries.”

The prophet and seer of the Lord

In the 135th section of the Doctrine
and Covenants we read the words of John
Taylor concerning the Prophet Joseph:
“Joseph Smith, the Prophet and Seer of
the Lord, has done more, save Jesus only,
for the salvation of men in this world, than
any other man that ever lived in it.”8

I love the words of President Brigham
Young, who said, “I feel like shouting
Hallelujah, all the time, when I think that
I ever knew Joseph Smith, the Prophet
whom the Lord raised up and ordained,
and to whom he gave keys and power to
build up the Kingdom of God on earth.”9

To this fitting tribute to our beloved
Joseph, I add my own testimony that I
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Optimism despite declining standards

I have lived a long time and watched
the standards upon which civilization
must depend for survival swept aside one
piece at a time.

We live in a day when the age-old stan-
dards of morality, marriage, home, and
family suffer defeat after defeat in courts
and councils, in parliaments and class-
rooms. Our happiness depends upon liv-
ing those very standards.

The Apostle Paul prophesied that in
our day, these last days, men would be
“disobedient to parents, . . . without natu-
ral affection, . . . despisers of those that are
good, . . . lovers of pleasures more than
lovers of God” (2 Timothy 3:2–4).

And he warned: “Evil men and seduc-
ers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving,
and being deceived” (2 Timothy 3:13). He
was right. Nevertheless, when I think of
the future, I am overwhelmed with a feel-
ing of positive optimism.

Continuing revelation prepares us

Paul told young Timothy to continue
in the things he had learned from the
Apostles and said he would be safe be-
cause “from a child thou hast known the
holy scriptures, which are able to make
thee wise unto salvation through faith
which is in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 3:15).

A knowledge of the scriptures is im-
portant. From them we learn about spiri-
tual guidance.

President Boyd K. Packer

know he was God’s prophet, chosen to re-
store the gospel of Jesus Christ in these
latter days. I pray that as we celebrate the
200th anniversary of his birth, we may
learn from his life. May we incorporate
into our own lives the divine principles
which he so beautifully taught—by exam-
ple—that we, ourselves, might live more
completely the gospel of Jesus Christ. May
our lives reflect the knowledge we have
that God lives, that Jesus Christ is His Son,
that Joseph Smith was a prophet, and that
we are led today by another prophet of
God—even President Gordon B. Hinck-
ley.

This conference marks 42 years since
I was called to the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles. In my first meeting with the First
Presidency and Quorum of the Twelve in
the temple, the hymn which we sang, hon-
oring Joseph Smith the Prophet, was and
is a favorite of mine. I close with a verse
from that hymn:

Praise to the man who communed with
Jehovah!

Jesus anointed that Prophet and Seer.
Blessed to open the last dispensation,
Kings shall extol him, and nations re-

vere.10

I testify of this solemn truth, in the
name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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