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Foundation for the Restoration

This year we are commemorating the
200th anniversary of the birth of the
Prophet Joseph Smith. To the world we

testify that he was the prophet of God
foreordained to bring about the Restora-
tion of the gospel of Jesus Christ. This he
did under the direction of our Savior, who
said to an earlier prophet, “My name is

Elder Robert D. Hales

hard, and to serve others. Then He will
heal our broken hearts. He will bestow
upon us personal peace33 and comfort.34

Those great gifts will not be destroyed,
even by death.

Resurrection—the consummate act 
of healing 

The gift of resurrection is the Lord’s
consummate act of healing. Thanks to Him,
each body will be restored to its proper and
perfect frame.35 Thanks to Him, no condi-
tion is hopeless. Thanks to Him, brighter
days are ahead, both here and hereafter.
Real joy awaits each of us—on the other
side of sorrow.

I testify that God lives, that Jesus is
the Christ—the Master Healer—in the sa-
cred name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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Jehovah, and I know the end from the be-
ginning; therefore my hand shall be over
thee.”1

I acknowledge the Lord’s hand in the
restoration of the gospel. Through the in-
spired sacrifices of God’s children through
the ages, the foundation of the Restoration
was laid, and the world is preparing for
the Second Coming of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.

His gospel was first established on the
earth beginning with Adam and has been
taught in every dispensation through such
prophets as Enoch, Noah, Abraham,
Moses, and others. Each of these prophets
foretold the coming of Jesus Christ to
atone for the sins of the world. Those
prophecies have been fulfilled. The Savior
did establish His Church. He called His
Apostles and established His priesthood.
Most importantly, He laid down His life
and took it up that all will rise again, thus
carrying out the atoning sacrifice. But that
was not the end.

After the Savior’s resurrection, He
commissioned His Apostles to lead the
Church and administer gospel ordinances.
Faithful to this charge, they were perse-
cuted, and some were eventually martyred.
As a result, the Lord’s priesthood authority
was no longer on earth, and the world fell
into spiritual darkness. In the centuries
that followed, God’s children had the Light
of Christ, could pray, and could feel the in-
fluence of the Holy Ghost. But the fulness
of the gospel had been lost. There was no
one left on earth with the power and au-
thority to lead the Church or perform sa-
cred ordinances such as baptism, conferral
of the gift of the Holy Ghost, and the sav-
ing ordinances of the temple. Almost ev-
eryone was denied access to the scriptures,
and most people were illiterate.

First step: making the scriptures available

Making the scriptures available and
helping God’s children learn to read them

was the first step to the restoration of the
gospel. Originally the Bible was written in
Hebrew and Greek, languages unknown to
common people throughout Europe.
Then, about 400 years after the Savior’s
death, the Bible was translated by Jerome
into Latin. But still the scriptures were not
widely available. Copies had to be written
by hand, usually by monks, each taking
years to complete.

Then, through the influence of the
Holy Ghost, an interest in learning began
to grow in the hearts of people. This Re-
naissance or “rebirth” spread throughout
Europe. In the late 1300s, a priest named
John Wycliffe initiated a translation of the
Bible from Latin into English. Because
English was then an emerging, unrefined
language, church leaders deemed it unsuit-
able to convey God’s word. Some leaders
were certain that if people could read and
interpret the Bible for themselves, its doc-
trine would be corrupted; others feared
that people with independent access to the
scriptures would not need the church and
would cease to support it financially. Con-
sequently, Wycliffe was denounced as a
heretic and treated accordingly. After he
died and was buried, his bones were dug
up and burned. But God’s work could not
be stopped.

While some were inspired to translate
the Bible, others were inspired to prepare
the means to publish it. By 1455 Johannes
Gutenberg had invented a press with mov-
able type, and the Bible was one of the
first books he printed. For the first time it
was possible to print multiple copies of the
scriptures and at a cost many could afford.

Meanwhile, the inspiration of God
also rested upon explorers. In 1492 Chris-
topher Columbus set out to find a new
path to the Far East. Columbus was led by
the hand of God in his journey. He said,
“God gave me the faith, and afterwards the
courage.”2

These inventions and discoveries set
the stage for further contributions. In the
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early 1500s young William Tyndale en-
rolled at Oxford University. There he stud-
ied the work of the Bible scholar Erasmus,
who believed that the scriptures are “the
food of [a man’s] soul; and . . . must per-
meate the very depths of [his] heart and
mind.”3 Through his studies, Tyndale de-
veloped a love for God’s word and a desire
that all God’s children be able to feast on
it for themselves.

Reformation spreads the scriptures

At about this time, a German priest
and professor named Martin Luther iden-
tified 95 points of error in the church of
his day, which he boldly sent in a letter to
his superiors. In Switzerland, Huldrych
Zwingli printed 67 articles of reform. John
Calvin in Switzerland, John Knox in Scot-
land, and many others assisted in this ef-
fort. A reformation had begun.

Meanwhile, William Tyndale had be-
come a trained priest and was fluent in
eight languages. He believed a direct trans-
lation from Greek and Hebrew into En-
glish would be more accurate and readable
than Wycliffe’s translation from Latin. So
Tyndale, enlightened by the Spirit of God,
translated the New Testament and a por-
tion of the Old Testament. His friends
warned him that he would be killed for
doing so, but he was undaunted. Once,
while disputing with a learned man, he
said, “If God spare my life, ere many years
I will cause a boy that driveth the plough
shall know more of the scripture than thou
dost.”4

Eventually Tyndale, like others, was
killed for his efforts—strangled and burned
at the stake near Brussels. But the belief
for which he gave his life was not lost. Mil-
lions have come to experience for them-
selves what Tyndale taught throughout
his life: “The nature of God’s word is,
that whosoever read it, . . . it will begin im-
mediately to make him every day better

and better, till he be grown into a perfect
man.”5

Turbulent political times brought
change. Because of a disagreement with
the church in Rome, King Henry VIII de-
clared himself the head of the church in
England and required that copies of the
English Bible be placed in every parish
church. Hungry for the gospel, people
flocked to these churches, reading the
scriptures to one another until their voices
gave out. The Bible was also used as a
primer to teach reading. Though martyr-
doms continued across Europe, the dark
night of ignorance was coming to an end.
Declared one preacher before being
burned, “We shall this day light such a
candle, by God’s Grace, in England, as I
trust shall never be put out.”6

The King James Version of the Bible

We express gratitude to all who lived
in England and throughout Europe who
helped kindle that light. By God’s grace,
the light grew brighter. Aware of the divi-
sions within his own country, English King
James I agreed to a new official version of
the Bible. It has been estimated that over
80 percent of William Tyndale’s transla-
tions of the New Testament and a good
portion of the Old Testament (the Penta-
teuch, or Genesis through Deuteronomy,
and Joshua through Chronicles) were re-
tained in the King James Version.7 In time,
that version would find its way to a new
land and be read by a 14-year-old plowboy
named Joseph Smith. Is it any wonder that
the King James Version is the approved
English Bible of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints today?

American colonists inspired

Religious persecution in England con-
tinued under James’s son Charles, and
many were prompted to seek freedom in
new lands. Among them were the Pilgrims,
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who landed in the Americas in 1620, the
very part of the world Columbus had ex-
plored over 100 years earlier. Other col-
onists soon followed, including those like
Roger Williams, founder and later gover-
nor of Rhode Island, who continued to
search for Christ’s true Church. Williams
said that there was no regularly constituted
church of Christ on earth, nor any person
who was authorized to administer any
church ordinance, nor could there be until
new Apostles were sent by the great Head
of the church, for whose coming he was
seeking.8

Over a century later such religious
feeling guided founders of a new nation on
the American continent. Under God’s
hand they secured religious freedom for
every citizen with an inspired Bill of Rights.
Fourteen years later, on December 23,
1805, the Prophet Joseph Smith was born.
The preparation was nearing its comple-
tion for the Restoration.

Restoration through Joseph Smith

As a young man, Joseph “was called
up to serious reflection”9 on the subject of
religion. Because he was born in a land of
religious freedom, he could question which
of all the churches was right. And because
the Bible had been translated into English,
he could seek an answer from the word of
God. He read in the book of James, “If any
of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God,”10

and he did as directed. In answer to Jo-
seph’s prayer, God the Father and His Son,
Jesus Christ, appeared to him.11 This hum-
ble farm boy was the prophet chosen by
God to restore the ancient Church of Jesus
Christ and His priesthood in these latter
days. This restoration was to be the last,
the dispensation of the fulness of times,
restoring all the priesthood blessings which
man could possess on earth. With this di-
vine commission, his work was not to re-
form nor was it to protest what was already
on the earth. It was to restore what had
been on earth and had been lost.

Translation of the Book of Mormon

The Restoration, begun with the First
Vision in 1820, continued with the coming
forth of the Book of Mormon: Another
Testament of Jesus Christ. On September
21, 1823, Joseph Smith was visited by the
angel Moroni, who taught him of an an-
cient record containing “the fulness of the
everlasting gospel . . . preparatory to the
second coming of the Messiah.”12 Re-
corded on plates of gold, the Book of Mor-
mon gives an account of Christ’s ministry
in the Western Hemisphere, just as the
Bible records His life and ministry in the
Holy Land. Joseph received the gold
plates four years later and, in December of
1827, began to translate the Book of Mor-
mon.13

Restoration of the priesthood

While translating, Joseph Smith and
his scribe Oliver Cowdery read about bap-
tism. Their desire to receive this blessing
for themselves prompted the restoration of
the Aaronic Priesthood on May 15, 1829,
under the hands of John the Baptist.14

There followed the restoration of the
Melchizedek Priesthood, which was be-
stowed on Joseph and Oliver by the Apos-
tles Peter, James, and John, who held the
keys. After centuries of spiritual darkness,
the power and authority to act in God’s
name, to perform sacred ordinances, and
to lead His Church were once again upon
the earth.

Organization of the Church

The first printed copies of the Book
of Mormon were published on March 26,
1830. A few days later, on April 6, Christ’s
true Church in these latter days was once
again organized, at the home of Peter
Whitmer Sr. in Fayette, New York. De-
scribing the effects of these events upon
the world, Elder Parley P. Pratt wrote:

The morning breaks, the shadows flee;
Lo, Zion’s standard is unfurled!
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The dawning of a brighter day, . . .
Majestic rises on the world.15

The long night was finally over, and
revelation streamed forth, resulting in ad-
ditional scripture. The Doctrine and
Covenants was accepted by the Church on
August 17, 1835. The Pearl of Great Price
translation of the book of Abraham also
began in that year.

Restoration of all priesthood keys

Further authority to act in the name of
the Lord soon followed. The Kirtland Tem-
ple was dedicated on March 27, 1836.16 In
that temple, the Savior appeared to Joseph
Smith and Oliver Cowdery, followed by the
appearances of Moses, Elias, and Elijah,
who gave additional priesthood keys to the
Prophet.17

This gospel light would never again
be taken from the earth. In 1844 Joseph
Smith conferred all the keys of the priest-
hood upon Brigham Young, John Tay-
lor, Wilford Woodruff, and their fellow
Apostles. The Prophet said: “I have lived
until I have seen this burden, which has
rested on my shoulders, rolled on to the
shoulders of other men; . . . the keys of
the kingdom are planted on the earth to
be taken away no more for ever. . . . No
matter what becomes of me.”18 Sadly,
three months later, on June 27, Joseph
Smith the Prophet and his brother Hy-
rum were martyred at Carthage, Illinois.

Elder John Taylor, who was with the
Prophet when he was martyred, testified
of him, “Joseph Smith, the Prophet and
Seer of the Lord, has done more, save Je-
sus only, for the salvation of men in this
world, than any other man that ever lived
in it.”19

Be faithful in these last days

I testify that the work of the Prophet
Joseph Smith is the Savior’s work. In the

Lord’s service the path is not always easy.
It often requires sacrifices, and we will
likely experience adversity. But in serving
Him, we discover that His hand is truly
over us. So it was for Wycliffe, Tyndale,
and thousands of others who prepared the
way for the Restoration. So it was for the
Prophet Joseph Smith and all who helped
usher in the restored gospel. So it is and
will be for us.

The Lord expects us to be as faithful,
as devoted, as courageous as those who
went before us. They were called to give
their lives for the gospel. We are called to
live our lives for the same purpose. In
these last days we have special reason to
do so.

Prepare for the Savior’s Second Coming

Before that sacred night in Bethle-
hem, the events of history and the words
of the prophets of all dispensations pre-
pared the way for the first coming of the
Lord and His Atonement. Similarly, his-
tory and prophecy laid the groundwork
for the restoration of the gospel through
the Prophet Joseph Smith. Do we have
eyes to see that the events and prophecies
of our time are preparing us for the Sav-
ior’s Second Coming?

I bear special witness that our Savior
Jesus Christ lives. I testify that His hand
has been over the work of the Restoration
from before the foundation of this world
and will continue until His Second Com-
ing.

That each of us will prepare ourselves
to greet Him is my humble prayer. In His
holy name, even Jesus Christ, amen.
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Scriptures teach of great sacrifices

Brothers and sisters, good afternoon.
The Prophet Joseph Smith taught that “a
religion that does not require the sacrifice
of all things never has power sufficient to
produce the faith necessary unto life and
salvation” (Lectures on Faith [1985], 69). If
we summarize the history of the scriptures,
we can say that it is the history of sacrifice.

We can find wonderful examples in
the scriptures of those who sacrificed their
lives in order to keep their faith and testi-
monies. One example is from the story of
Alma and Amulek when they had to watch
with pain the people of Ammonihah who
were thrown into the fire and died but
kept their faith (see Alma 14:7–13).

Also we think of Jesus Christ, who
condescended to come down from His Fa-
ther’s presence to this earth and made the
sacrifice to save the world through more
severe pain than anyone else has ever en-
dured.

In this last dispensation of the gospel,
many pioneers lost their lives and made
the ultimate sacrifice to keep their faith.

Sacrifice brings joy and blessings

Today we are not likely to be asked to
make such a big sacrifice as giving up our
lives, but we can see many examples of
Saints who make painful sacrifices to keep
their faith and testimonies alive. Maybe it
is more difficult to make the small sacri-
fices in our daily lives. For instance, it could
be regarded as a small sacrifice to keep the
Sabbath day holy, to read the scriptures
daily, or to pay our tithing. But these sacri-
fices cannot be easily made unless we have
the mind and the determination to make
the sacrifices that are needed to be able to
keep those commandments.

As we make these small sacrifices, we
are compensated by more blessings from
the Lord. King Benjamin said, “And ye are
still indebted unto him, and are, and will
be, forever and ever” (Mosiah 2:24). And,
as he did with his own people, King Ben-
jamin encourages us so that we will receive
more blessings as we continue to obey the
Lord’s word.

I think that the very first blessing com-
ing from sacrifice is the joy that we can feel
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