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“Feed my sheep”

On one occasion the Savior asked a
question to Peter three times: 

“Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?
He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou know-
est that I love thee. [Jesus] saith unto him,
Feed my sheep.”1

Because the Lord was deeply con-
cerned with the welfare of our Heavenly
Father’s children, He gave Peter the special
charge of feeding the sheep. He reaffirmed
this same concern in modern times through
a revelation given to Joseph Smith:

“Now, I say unto you, and what I say
unto you, I say unto all the Twelve: Arise
and gird up your loins, take up your cross,
follow me, and feed my sheep.”2

As we study the scriptures, we notice
that the Savior ministered to people ac-
cording to their specific needs. A good ex-

ample of this occurred when He was near
Capernaum, and Jairus, a ruler of the syna-
gogue, fell down at Jesus’s feet and pleaded
with the Lord to come into his house and
bless his daughter, who was dying. Jesus
went with Jairus even though the crowd
made it difficult for Him to move fast.

And then a messenger came telling
Jairus his daughter was already dead. Even
grieving as he was, Jairus kept his stead-
fast faith in the Lord, who comforted the
heart of that father, saying:

“Fear not: believe only, and she shall
be made whole.

“And when he came into the house, he
suffered no man to go in, save Peter, and
James, and John, and the father and the
mother of the maiden.

“And all wept, and bewailed her: but
he said, Weep not; she is not dead, but
sleepeth. . . .
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likely to reveal new paths if we have not
faithfully followed Him along those He
has already marked. Provident prospering
along the way comes to those who dili-
gently follow inspired counsel, making it
their “walk and talk” until once again a
new writing appears to help them progress
in their journey toward the land of prom-
ises.

My brothers and sisters, prophets and
apostles through the ages are our compass
from the Lord. His direction through them
is plain; the charted course from them is
sure. His path, like His yoke, is easy. But
do not be deceived by the easiness of His
way, assuming it to be a small matter or a
thing of naught, but rather take care of
these sacred things and look to Him so you
can be like Him and live with Him—for-
ever.

I stand today as a witness that our Fa-
ther’s promises will all be fulfilled; that
He sent His Only Begotten to the earth to

mark the path and lead the way; that the
Father and the Son appeared to Joseph
Smith on the morning of a beautiful, clear
day early in the spring of 1820, restoring
thereafter all that is required to success-
fully complete man’s earthly journey; and
that a prophet today, President Gordon B.
Hinckley, points the way for those who will
look and live forever. That we will exercise
our faith and diligently give heed to the
directions and pointers of latter-day Lia-
honas, I pray in the name of Jesus Christ,
amen.

NOTES
1. See Joseph Smith—History 1:5.
2. Joseph Smith—History 1:10.
3. “How Great the Wisdom and the Love,”

Hymns, no. 195.
4. See 1 Nephi 16:9–16.
5. 1 Nephi 16:29.
6. See Alma 37:38–41.
7. Alma 37:46–47.
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“. . . And took her by the hand, and
called, saying, Maid, arise.

“And her spirit came again, and she
arose straightway: and he commanded to
give her meat.”3

Jesus showed patience and love to all
who came to Him seeking relief for their
physical, emotional, or spiritual illnesses
and who felt discouraged and downtrod-
den.

Nurture each one of our sheep

To follow the Savior’s example, each
one of us must look around and reach out
to the sheep who are facing the same cir-
cumstances and lift them up and encour-
age them to proceed on the journey toward
eternal life.

This need today is as great as or per-
haps even greater than when the Savior
walked on this earth. As shepherds we
must understand that we should nurture
each one of our sheep to bring them to
Christ, which is the purpose of all we do
in this Church.

Any activity, meeting, or program
should focus on this same objective. As we
stay in tune with the needs of the people,
we can strengthen them and help them
overcome their challenges so they will re-
main steadfast in the way which will lead
them back to our Heavenly Father’s pres-
ence and help them endure to the end.

The gospel of Jesus Christ is about
people, not programs. Sometimes, in the
haste of fulfilling our Church responsibil-
ities, we spend too much time concentrat-
ing on programs, instead of focusing on
people, and end up taking their real needs
for granted. When things like that happen,
we lose the perspective of our callings,
neglect people, and prevent them from
reaching their divine potential to gain eter-
nal life.

A bishop lovingly encourages a deacon

As I was about to have my 12th birth-
day, my bishop invited me for an interview

and taught me how to prepare to receive
the Aaronic Priesthood and be ordained a
deacon. As the interview was coming to an
end, he pulled out a set of forms from his
desk and challenged me to fill them out.
They were mission call papers. I was aston-
ished. After all, I was only 11. But that
bishop had a vision of the future and of the
blessings that would be mine if I prepared
properly to serve a mission when my time
came.

He showed he really cared about me.
He told me the steps I should take to pre-
pare both financially and spiritually to
serve the Lord. After that day, he inter-
viewed me at least twice a year until I was
19 and encouraged me to remain faithful
in my preparation.

He kept my missionary forms in his
files and mentioned them whenever we
had an interview. With my parents’ help
and with the encouragement of a loving
and patient bishop, I served a mission. The
mission helped me gain a perspective of
the blessings God has in store for all who
endure to the end.

Truly love; don’t just fulfill callings

It does not matter whether it is a child,
youth, or adult—everyone needs to feel
loved. We have been counseled for several
years to focus on working with new con-
verts and less-active members. People will
remain in the Church when they feel some-
one cares for them.

Among the last instructions the Sav-
ior gave His Apostles, He said:

“A new commandment I give unto
you, That ye love one another; as I have
loved you, that ye also love one another.

“By this shall all men know that ye are
my disciples, if ye have love one to an-
other.”4

People are most receptive to our in-
fluence when they feel that we truly love
them, and not only because we have a call-
ing to fulfill. As we express true love for
people, they will be able to feel the influ-
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The basics of airplane flight

My dear brothers and sisters, my dear
friends:

During my professional life as an air-
line pilot, I sometimes had passengers visit
the cockpit of my Boeing 747. They asked
about the many switches, instruments, sys-
tems, and procedures and how all this tech-
nical equipment would help such a huge
and beautiful airplane fly.

As with all pilots, I enjoyed the fact
that they were impressed by the apparent

complexity of this plane and that they won-
dered what kind of magnificent and bril-
liant person it takes to operate it! At this
point of my story, my wife and children
would kindly interrupt and say with a twin-
kling in their eyes, “Pilots are born with a
great measure of natural humility!”

To the visitors in my cockpit, I would
explain that it takes a great aerodynamic
design, many auxiliary systems and pro-
grams, and powerful engines to make this
flying machine equal to the task of bring-
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ence of the Spirit and may feel motivated
to follow our teachings. It is not always
easy to love people for what they are. The
prophet Mormon explained what we
should do if such challenges arise:

“Wherefore, my beloved brethren,
pray unto the Father with all the energy of
heart, that ye may be filled with this love,
which he hath bestowed upon all who are
true followers of his Son, Jesus Christ;
that ye may become the sons of God; that
when he shall appear we shall be like him,
for we shall see him as he is; that we may
have this hope; that we may be purified
even as he is pure.”5

Minister as the Savior did

Christ Himself ministered to people,
lifting the heavy laden, giving hope to the
disheartened, and seeking after the ones
who were lost. He showed people how
much He loved and understood them and
how precious they were. He acknowledged
their divine nature and eternal value. Even
when calling people to repentance, He
condemned the sin without condemning
the sinner.

In his first epistle to the Corinthians,
the Apostle Paul emphasized the need of
expressing this true love to each sheep of
the Lord’s flock:

“And though I bestow all my goods to
feed the poor, and though I give my body
to be burned, and have not charity, it prof-
iteth me nothing.

“Charity suffereth long, and is kind;
charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not
itself, is not puffed up.

“Doth not behave itself unseemly,
seeketh not her own, is not easily pro-
voked, thinketh no evil;

“Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoic-
eth in the truth;

“Beareth all things, believeth all things,
hopeth all things, endureth all things. . . .

“And now abideth faith, hope, char-
ity, these three; but the greatest of these is
charity.”6

As we follow the Savior’s example
and teachings, we can assist people to ful-
fill their earthly mission and return to live
with our Heavenly Father.

Of this I bear you my testimony in the
name of Jesus Christ, amen.

NOTES
1. John 21:16.
2. Doctrine and Covenants 112:14.
3. Luke 8:50–52, 54–55; see also verses 41–

42, 49.
4. John 13:34–35.
5. Moroni 7:48.
6. 1 Corinthians 13:3–7, 13.


