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Well, my brothers and sisters, we have
had a remarkable conference. It has liter-
ally been an inspirational feast at the table
of the Lord. The music, the prayers, the
talks have been wonderful. We have been
informed and uplifted; our faith has been
strengthened.

Fulfillment of Joseph Smith’s prophecies

The growth of the Church has been
made evident by the fact that our words

have been translated into 80 languages
and our message has been broadcast by
satellite all across the world and heard by
people in many, many lands. It is all the
wonderful fruition of the words spoken
by Moroni to the boy prophet on the night
of September 21, 1823.

He was a young man, then a poor
farm boy with very little education. He had
nothing. His parents had nothing. He lived
in a rural community, scarcely recognized
outside its borders. And yet the angel said
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repentance, upon the merits of Jesus Christ
and the blessings of His Atonement.

Developing Christlike attributes can
be a painful process. We need to be ready
to accept direction and correction from
the Lord and His servants. This worldwide
conference with its music and spoken
word offers spiritual power, direction, and
blessings “from on high” (D&C 43:16). It
is a time when the voice of personal inspi-
ration and revelation will bring peace to
our souls and will teach us how to become
more Christlike. This voice will be as sweet
as the voice of a dear friend, and it will fill
our souls when our hearts are sufficiently
contrite.

By becoming more like the Savior, we
will grow in our ability to “abound in hope,
through the power of the Holy Ghost”
(Romans 15:13). We will “lay aside the
things of this world, and seek for the things
of a better” (D&C 25:10).

The wind beneath our wings

This leads me back to my aerodynamic
analogy from the beginning. I spoke of fo-
cusing on the basics. Christlike attributes
are the basics. They are the fundamental
principles that will create “the wind be-
neath our wings.” As we develop Christlike
attributes in our own lives, step-by-step,

they will “bear [us] up as on eagles’ wings”
(D&C 124:18). Our faith in Jesus Christ
will provide power and a strong forward
thrust; our unwavering and active hope will
provide a powerful upward lift. Both faith
and hope will carry us across oceans of
temptations, over mountains of afflictions,
and bring us safely back to our eternal
home and destination.

Of this I testify in the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.

President Monson

As we conclude the conference, we ex-
press appreciation to the Tabernacle Choir,
the Young Women and Young Men choir,
and the father-and-son priesthood choir.
We likewise thank their conductors and
organists for the beautiful and inspiring
music. We also extend gratitude to all who
have participated in any way in these pro-
ceedings.

Our concluding speaker at this ses-
sion will be President Gordon B. Hinckley,
our beloved prophet. Following President
Hinckley’s remarks, the choir will sing
“We Thank Thee, O God, for a Prophet.”
The benediction will then be offered by El-
der Dennis E. Simmons of the Seventy,
and this conference will then be adjourned.
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to him that “he was a messenger sent from
the presence of God . . . ; that God had
a work for [Joseph] to do; and that [his]
name should be had for good and evil
among all nations, kindreds, and tongues,
or that it should be both good and evil spo-
ken of among all people” (Joseph Smith—
History 1:33).

How could such a thing be? Joseph
must have wondered. He must have been
absolutely stunned.

And yet it has all come to pass. And
far greater will yet come to pass.

Celebration of Joseph Smith’s birthday

On December 23 of this year, 2005, we
intend to honor his birthday with a great
celebration in tribute to him.

I intend, if possible, to go to the place
of his birth to repeat what Joseph F. Smith,
the sixth President of the Church, did on
December 23, 1905, a century ago. On that
occasion he dedicated the monument
which marks the place of the Prophet’s
birth and where a memorial cottage has
also been built.

When I am in Vermont, Presidents
Monson and Faust, with others of the
General Authorities, will be here in the
Conference Center. This great hall will be
filled, and the program will be carried far
and wide by satellite. There will be appro-
priate music and words of tribute spoken
both in South Royalton and Salt Lake
City to the great prophet of this dispensa-
tion.

What the choir sang so magnificently
this morning in tribute to the Prophet will
be but a dress rehearsal for the occasion in

December. We look forward to this and
hope all of you will be with us at that time.

Testimony and benediction

We leave with you our testimony of
the divinity of this work. What a wonderful
work it is. How empty our lives would be
without it. God, our Eternal Father, lives.
He loves us. He watches over us. Jesus is
the Christ, the Redeemer of mankind.
They have restored Their work in this last
and final dispensation through the instru-
mentality of the Prophet Joseph. I so tes-
tify in all solemnity and leave my love and
my blessing with you, my beloved brethren
and sisters of this grateful Church. God
bless you every one.

Now in closing, I wish to thank all of
those who have done so very, very much to
make of this a great conference, the many
who work behind the scenes to make all
of this possible. They work night and day
to bring about this great result—the ush-
ers, the technicians, the security force, the
first-aid people, the traffic officers, the
translators, the secretaries who labor over
our talks and type them time after time.

God bless all of us, I humbly pray.
May we strive to walk in righteousness be-
fore Him, I humbly ask, and leave my
benediction with you in the sacred and holy
name of our Redeemer, even the Lord Je-
sus Christ, amen.

The choir sang “We Thank Thee, 
O God, for a Prophet.”

Elder Dennis E. Simmons offered
the benediction.


