
Confusion about the meaning of freedom

Some time ago, as I was driving, I had
to stop at a red light. The vehicle in front
of me caught my attention. A sticker read,
“I do what I want.”

I wondered why someone would
choose to place such a statement on his

vehicle. What was the message he wanted
to send? Perhaps the driver of this vehicle
wanted to express publicly that he has
achieved total freedom by just doing what
he likes to do. As I thought about this, I
realized that our world would be quite
chaotic if everyone would just do what he
or she wants to do.
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decision to serve a mission and give my life
to the Lord.”

President Hinckley has reminded us
that it is not only young elders who are en-
titled to these blessings. Couples serve
wonderfully and are needed so very much.
While young sisters are not obligated to
serve, the President has said: “We need
some young women. They perform a re-
markable work” (“To the Bishops of the
Church,” Worldwide Leadership Training
Meeting, June 19, 2004, 27). We also know
that there are some who, for health or
other reasons, are honorably excused
from service. We love them and know that
our Heavenly Father will provide com-
pensating blessings in their lives as they
serve in other ways and live faithfully.

A year ago, Elder Ballard asked that
parents, bishops, and branch presidents
work together and help at least one more
young man, in addition to those who
would normally be prepared to serve, be-
come worthy and be called from each
ward and branch of the Church (see Con-
ference Report, Apr. 2005, 72; or Ensign,
May 2005, 71). Many have responded. As
leaders, we should all recommit ourselves
to following this inspired request.

Elder Evans’s mission experience

Brothers and sisters, many good bish-
ops have been doing for a long time what
Elder Ballard asked. Thirty-six years ago,
Bishop Matheson called my home and
invited me to his office. Because of world

circumstances, the number of missionar-
ies any ward could send was limited, but
an additional space had become available,
and he had the responsibility to recom-
mend one more missionary. He told me he
and his counselors had been praying. He
told me that he was impressed that now
was the time that the Lord wanted me to
serve my mission. I was stunned. Never be-
fore had anyone said to me that the Lord
had something He wanted me to do. I felt
the Spirit of the Lord testify to me that I
should go and that I should go now. I said
to the bishop, “If the Lord wants me to
serve, then I will go.”

For me, everything changed. The fog
really did lift, and happiness and joy came
into my life. In one way or another, every
good thing that has happened to me since
that day has come because of the commit-
ment made to serve the Lord and His chil-
dren and give two years of my life in His
service.

I say again: Come and join with us.
Come and be clean. Come and be happy.
Come and experience the very thing that
the Lord has said is of “most worth”
(D&C 15:6) to you at this time in your
life. Come and be part of the greatest gen-
eration of missionaries the world has ever
known.

This is the work of the Lord. Our Fa-
ther in Heaven lives, and His Son, Jesus
Christ, leads and directs this work today.
Of this I testify, in the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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It is obvious that there is some confu-
sion in our society about this subject. In
the media, advertisements, entertainment,
and elsewhere, we find the idea wide-
spread that when someone can do what
he wants, he enjoys freedom and will be
happy. It suggests that the only criteria for
our decisions are what is pleasing to us,
what is fun, or what matches our individ-
ual desires.

Freedom and Heavenly Father’s plan

Our Heavenly Father has given us a
better concept. It is His great plan of hap-
piness, which gives us real freedom and
happiness. We read in the Book of Mor-
mon:

“And the Messiah cometh in the ful-
ness of time, that he may redeem the chil-
dren of men from the fall. And because
that they are redeemed from the fall they
have become free forever, knowing good
from evil; to act for themselves and not to
be acted upon, save it be by the punish-
ment of the law at the great and last day,
according to the commandments which
God hath given.

“Wherefore, men are free according
to the flesh; and all things are given them
which are expedient unto man. And they
are free to choose liberty and eternal life,
through the great Mediator of all men, or
to choose captivity and death, according
to the captivity and power of the devil; for
he seeketh that all men might be misera-
ble like unto himself.”1

When we came into this world, we
brought with us from our heavenly home
this God-given gift and privilege which
we call our agency. It gives us the right
and power to make decisions and to
choose. Agency is an eternal law. President
Brigham Young, speaking of our agency,
taught: 

“This is a law which has always ex-
isted from all eternity, and will continue
to exist throughout all the eternities to

come. Every intelligent being must have
the power of choice.”2

President Wilford Woodruff observed
on the same subject: “This agency has al-
ways been the heritage of man under the
rule and government of God. He pos-
sessed it in the heaven of heavens before
the world was, and the Lord maintained
and defended it there against the aggres-
sion of Lucifer and those that took sides
with him. . . . By virtue of this agency you
and I and all mankind are made respon-
sible beings, responsible for the course we
pursue, the lives we live, [and] the deeds
we do.”3

Agency allows earth life to be a test

When the Lord taught Abraham
about the eternal nature of spirits and that
he was chosen before he was born, He ex-
plained one of the important purposes for
coming to this earth by saying, “And we
will prove them herewith, to see if they
will do all things whatsoever the Lord
their God shall command them.”4

Thus, our agency makes our life on
this earth a test period. If we did not have
this wonderful gift of agency, we would
not be able to show our Father in Heaven
whether we will do all that He com-
manded us.

In order for us to use our agency, we
must have a knowledge of good and evil,
we must have the freedom to make
choices, and after we have exercised our
agency, there must be consequences that
follow our choices.

I have learned that as we obey our
Heavenly Father’s commandments, our
faith increases, we grow in wisdom and
spiritual strength, and it becomes easier
for us to make right choices.

The Savior set example for use of agency

Our great example, the Lord Jesus
Christ, set the perfect example for all of us



Nurturing marriage

My beloved brethren and sisters,
thank you for your love of the Lord and
His gospel. Wherever you live, your righ-
teous lives provide good examples in these
days of decaying morals and disintegrat-
ing marriages.

As we Brethren travel about the world,
sometimes we see worrisome scenes. On a
recent flight, I sat behind a husband and
wife. She obviously loved her husband. As
she stroked the back of his neck I could
see her wedding ring. She would nestle

close to him and rest her head upon his
shoulder, seeking his companionship.

In contrast, he seemed totally oblivi-
ous to her presence. He was focused solely
upon an electronic game player. During
the entire flight, his attention was riveted
upon that device. Not once did he look at
her, speak to her, or acknowledge her
yearning for affection.

His inattention made me feel like
shouting: “Open your eyes, man! Can’t you
see? Pay attention! Your wife loves you!
She needs you!”
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as to how to use our agency. In that Coun-
cil in Heaven, when the plan of our Father
was presented to us—that we would have
the opportunity to come to this earth and
receive a body—the Beloved Son, who was
the Beloved and Chosen of the Father
from the beginning, said to His Father,
“Father, thy will be done, and the glory be
thine forever.”5

Likewise, we should make our choices
using the same criteria. Instead of saying,
“I do what I want,” our motto should be
“I do what the Father wants me to do.”

If we do this, we can be certain that
the blessings of the Lord will be upon us.
It may well be that we have to make some
of these choices when it is not convenient
for us. I have learned, however, that al-
though the time is sometimes not conve-
nient for our schedule, nevertheless, if we
make the right choice, the Lord will take
care of us in His own way, which at that
time is not yet known to us.

When we were transferred in 1989
from the Germany Hamburg Mission to
East Germany to preside over the Dres-
den mission, the time was not convenient
for our family. Our children had just
adapted to their new school in Hamburg
and now had to become acquainted with

the socialistic school system in East Ger-
many. One child could not even come with
us because she needed to finish school in
the West. However, we have learned from
this experience that what seemed to be
hard for us in the beginning eventually
turned into a great blessing for all of us.
The Lord had His own way to take care
of our challenges.

My dear brothers and sisters, I am so
grateful for the wonderful gift of agency,
which our Father in Heaven has given us.
I am grateful to know that we are His chil-
dren. I know from many of my own expe-
riences that He loves us and that He cares
for us. I know that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God, our Savior and Redeemer.
I know that the Prophet Joseph Smith
saw the Father and the Son and that he
is the prophet of the Restoration. I know
that President Gordon B. Hinckley is the
prophet of God today.

Of this I testify, in the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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