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Good evening, my dear brethren of
the priesthood. Tonight throughout the
world we are gathered nearer to the tem-
ples of the Lord than ever before in the
history of mankind. Through the loving-
kindness of our Savior in directing His
prophets, 122 temples are now accessible
to the Lord’s covenant people to obtain
their own temple blessings and perform
vital ordinances for their departed ances-
tors. And more have been announced and
are coming! We thank you, President
Hinckley, for your inspired leadership in
this tremendous effort.

King Benjamin’s sermon near the temple

In an early Book of Mormon time, the
members of the Church also gathered near
a temple to receive instruction from their
prophet and leader. Late in his life, King
Benjamin called upon fathers to bring
their families together, to give them coun-
sel and admonitions. From Mosiah we
read:

“And it came to pass that when they
came up to the temple, they pitched their
tents round about, every man according
to his family, . . . every man having his
tent with the door thereof towards the
temple, that thereby they might remain in
their tents and hear the words which king
Benjamin should speak unto them”
(Mosiah 2:5–6).

I love the imagery of these verses. Fig-
uratively speaking, brethren, are the doors
of our homes pitched towards the temples
we so love? Do we attend as often as we
can, showing our children through our ex-
ample the importance of these sacred and
special places?

As recorded in Mosiah, families re-
ceived the word of the Lord through their
prophet with enthusiasm and commit-
ment. The people were so moved by King
Benjamin’s teachings that they entered

into a new covenant to follow the Lord
Jesus Christ.

However, there is a sad epilogue to
this story. We learn later in Mosiah con-
cerning those who were but little children
in the tents at the time of King Benjamin’s
sermon:

“Now it came to pass that there were
many of the rising generation that could
not understand the words of king Ben-
jamin, being little children at the time he
spake unto his people; and they did not
believe the tradition of their fathers” (Mo-
siah 26:1).

What of our rising generation?

What happened to that rising genera-
tion, brethren? Why didn’t the young chil-
dren accept the righteous traditions of
their fathers? More importantly, here we
are centuries later, in a day of many tem-
ples and constant prophetic direction, and
what of our rising generation? Do we have
reason to be concerned? Certainly we do!

The young men here and throughout
the world, and their young women coun-
terparts, are very special. President Hinck-
ley has spoken of them:

“I have said many times that I believe
we have the finest generation of young
people that this Church has ever known.
. . . They try to do the right thing. They are
bright and able, clean and fresh, attractive
and smart. . . . They know what the gospel
is about, and they are trying to live it,
looking to the Lord for His guidance and
help” (“Your Greatest Challenge,
Mother,” Ensign, Nov. 2000, 97–98).

All of us who are involved with these
youth know the truth of President Hinck-
ley’s words.

Warning that youth will be tested

Elder Henry B. Eyring of the Quorum
of the Twelve Apostles, however, provides
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us with a somber warning, speaking of the
youth:

“Many of them are remarkable in
their spiritual maturity and in their faith.
But even the best of them are sorely
tested. And the testing will become more
severe” (“We Must Raise Our Sights,”
Ensign, Sept. 2004, 14).

This warning that “the testing will be-
come more severe” gets my attention. Our
rising generation is worthy of our best ef-
forts to support and strengthen them in
their journey to adulthood.

“All hands on deck”

In these perilous times, as our youth
are faced with this increased adversity, we
can learn from others. In the armed
forces, particularly in all the navies
throughout the world, every seaman un-
derstands one phrase that is a clarion call
for immediate help, no matter what he is
doing or where he is on the ship. The call
is “All hands on deck.” Many a battle at
sea has been won or lost by the response
to this call.

We—as members of the Church, lead-
ers of youth, anxious fathers, and con-
cerned grandfathers—all need to respond
to the call for “all hands on deck” as it per-
tains to our youth and young single adults.
We must all look for opportunities to bless
the youth whether or not we are currently
closely associated with them. We must
continue to teach and fortify fathers and
mothers in their divinely declared roles
with their children in the home. We must
ask ourselves constantly if that extra sport-
ing event, that extra activity or errand out-
side of the home is more important than
families being together at home.

Now is the time, brethren, when in
every action we take, in every place we
go, with every Latter-day Saint young per-
son we meet, we need to have an increased
awareness of the need for strengthening,
nurturing, and being an influence for good
in their lives.

Spiritual experiences with children

In our own family, we have had such
an experience with wonderful, watchful
priesthood leaders. When I was first called
to the Seventy some years ago, we were as-
signed to move to Solihull, England, to
serve in the Area Presidency. Sister Ras-
band and I took our two youngest children
with us on this assignment. Our daughter
was a young single adult and our son a 17-
year-old who liked American-style football
and played it very well. We were very con-
cerned about them. No friends, no ex-
tended family, and no American football!
I wondered, would this exciting new expe-
rience prove to be a serious trial for our
family?

The answer came in an early assign-
ment I received. I had been asked to
speak to the missionaries at the Mission-
ary Training Center in Preston, England.
I called President White of the center and
was pleased to hear that he knew of my
family situation. He suggested we include
our children on our visit to Preston. Once
we were there, he even invited our daugh-
ter and son to speak to the missionaries!
What a thrill for them to be and feel in-
cluded and share their testimonies of the
Lord’s work!

When finished and after tender good-
byes to those missionaries, we visited the
beautiful Preston England Temple, which
was close to the Missionary Training Cen-
ter. As we walked near the front door,
there stood President and Sister Swanney,
the temple president and matron. They
greeted us and welcomed us into the tem-
ple with, “Elder Rasband, how would you
and your family like to perform baptisms
for the dead?” What a wonderful idea! We
looked at each other and gratefully ac-
cepted. After performing the ordinances
and while my son and I were still in the
font with tears of joy in our eyes, he put his
hand on my shoulder and asked, “Dad,
why haven’t we ever done this before?”
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Gratitude for family

My dear brethren, I am both humbled
and honored to occupy this position. For
reasons obvious to you, it never entered
my mind that such a calling would come
to me. One year ago when I was sustained,
President Hinckley made it clear to the
entire Church that he had not initiated the
process that resulted in my call. I told him
later that I was likely the only General
Authority in the history of the Church to
be sustained by the members in spite of a
disclaimer by the prophet!

Nevertheless, I am grateful for your
sustaining vote and pledge my whole heart
to this great cause. I am grateful beyond
expression for my family, for my wife and
children, and for my good parents. My
mother passed away two years ago, just

two days after April conference. She was
small in stature, yet I stand on her shoul-
ders every day. Her influence will ever be
with me. I cannot honor her properly by
what I say but only by how I live.

I do not know what to say of my father
that would not embarrass him, except that
I love him and that I sustain him. At the
risk of being too personal, I will say that as
I watch him grow older, my mind goes
back to days when we were little children,
when he would lie on the floor and wrestle
and play with us and lift us in his arms and
hug us and tickle us, or pull us up into bed
with Mother and him when we were sick
or frightened in the night. My memories
of him will ever be of laughter and love, of
steadiness, of testimony, of relentless hard
work, of faith and fidelity. He is kind and
wise, and I am blessed beyond measure
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I thought of all the football games, all
the movies we had attended together, all
of the good times we had shared—cer-
tainly happy memories and traditions that
are so important to build.

However, I realized we had an oppor-
tunity to add more meaningful spiritual
experiences with our children like what
we had experienced in Preston that day.
Thanks to those caring and observant
priesthood leaders, I knew then that our
family was going to do fine in Europe.
How grateful we are for the many priest-
hood and Young Women leaders who
have always been watchful and loving to
our children and yours.

Teach children to look to Christ

Looking to another Book of Mormon
time: Nephi lived in a situation where
some members of his family struggled with
obedience, harmony, and faithfulness. He
most certainly understood the necessity

for attentive commitment to children of
the rising generation. He said late in his
life:

“And we talk of Christ, we rejoice in
Christ, we preach of Christ, we prophesy
of Christ, and we write according to our
prophecies, that our children may know
to what source they may look for a remis-
sion of their sins” (2 Nephi 25:26).

I pray that as the holders of the priest-
hood of God we may each of us do all
things that lie in our power to teach our
youth what source they may look to for a
remission of their sins, even the Lord Je-
sus Christ. May we each respond with our
most sincere efforts to “all hands on deck”
as it pertains to saving our own rising gen-
eration—they are certainly worth our very
best efforts.

I testify that this is the Lord’s true
Church, directed by Him through our dear
prophet, even Gordon B. Hinckley, whom
I love and sustain. In the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.


