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Gratitude for family

My dear brethren, I am both humbled
and honored to occupy this position. For
reasons obvious to you, it never entered
my mind that such a calling would come
to me. One year ago when I was sustained,
President Hinckley made it clear to the
entire Church that he had not initiated the
process that resulted in my call. I told him
later that I was likely the only General
Authority in the history of the Church to
be sustained by the members in spite of a
disclaimer by the prophet!

Nevertheless, I am grateful for your
sustaining vote and pledge my whole heart
to this great cause. I am grateful beyond
expression for my family, for my wife and
children, and for my good parents. My
mother passed away two years ago, just

two days after April conference. She was
small in stature, yet I stand on her shoul-
ders every day. Her influence will ever be
with me. I cannot honor her properly by
what I say but only by how I live.

I do not know what to say of my father
that would not embarrass him, except that
I love him and that I sustain him. At the
risk of being too personal, I will say that as
I watch him grow older, my mind goes
back to days when we were little children,
when he would lie on the floor and wrestle
and play with us and lift us in his arms and
hug us and tickle us, or pull us up into bed
with Mother and him when we were sick
or frightened in the night. My memories
of him will ever be of laughter and love, of
steadiness, of testimony, of relentless hard
work, of faith and fidelity. He is kind and
wise, and I am blessed beyond measure
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I thought of all the football games, all
the movies we had attended together, all
of the good times we had shared—cer-
tainly happy memories and traditions that
are so important to build.

However, I realized we had an oppor-
tunity to add more meaningful spiritual
experiences with our children like what
we had experienced in Preston that day.
Thanks to those caring and observant
priesthood leaders, I knew then that our
family was going to do fine in Europe.
How grateful we are for the many priest-
hood and Young Women leaders who
have always been watchful and loving to
our children and yours.

Teach children to look to Christ

Looking to another Book of Mormon
time: Nephi lived in a situation where
some members of his family struggled with
obedience, harmony, and faithfulness. He
most certainly understood the necessity

for attentive commitment to children of
the rising generation. He said late in his
life:

“And we talk of Christ, we rejoice in
Christ, we preach of Christ, we prophesy
of Christ, and we write according to our
prophecies, that our children may know
to what source they may look for a remis-
sion of their sins” (2 Nephi 25:26).

I pray that as the holders of the priest-
hood of God we may each of us do all
things that lie in our power to teach our
youth what source they may look to for a
remission of their sins, even the Lord Je-
sus Christ. May we each respond with our
most sincere efforts to “all hands on deck”
as it pertains to saving our own rising gen-
eration—they are certainly worth our very
best efforts.

I testify that this is the Lord’s true
Church, directed by Him through our dear
prophet, even Gordon B. Hinckley, whom
I love and sustain. In the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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that I not only sustain him as my prophet
for this season of mortality but that I also
claim him as my father now and through-
out all eternity.

“What Church membership means to me”

Several weeks ago my mind was stim-
ulated when Elder Douglas L. Callister of
the Seventy was asked to give a brief his-
tory of his grandfather LeGrand Richards
in a quorum meeting. Among other inter-
esting things he reported was this: When
Elder Richards was a young bishop, he vis-
ited those who were less active. He boldly
invited them to speak in sacrament meet-
ing to the subject “What my membership
in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints means to me.” Remarkably,
several of them responded positively, and
that experience put them on the road back
to full activity in the Church.

I would like to speak to that same
theme this evening. I invite each of you,
young or old, to dedicate a small notebook
to this theme. Write at the top of the first
page the words “What my membership
in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints means to me.” Then briefly list
those things that come to mind. Over time,
additional thoughts will come, which you
can add to your list. Soon you will have a
growing booklet that will fill you with grat-
itude and appreciation for your member-
ship in the Lord’s Church. It may even
provide a resource for talks you may be
asked to give in the future.

My list is already long, and I have se-
lected just a single item from it to discuss
this evening. I must save other topics for
another place and time.

The principle of repentance

I will speak briefly of the principle of
repentance. How grateful I am for the un-
derstanding we have of this great princi-
ple. It is not a harsh principle, as I thought
when I was a boy. It is kind and merciful.

The Hebrew root of the word means, sim-
ply, “to turn,”1 or to return, to God. Jeho-
vah pled with the children of Israel:
“Return . . . and I will not cause mine
anger to fall upon you: for I am merciful
. . . and I will not keep anger for ever. Only
acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou hast
transgressed against the Lord thy God.”2

When we acknowledge our sins, con-
fess them and forsake them, and turn to
God, He will forgive us.

A young widow seeks forgiveness

While I was serving as mission presi-
dent recently, two of our elders asked if I
would meet with an investigator who was
scheduled for baptism the following day.
She had some questions they were unable
to answer. We drove to her home, where
I met a young widow in her late 20s with
a child. Her husband had been killed in a
tragic accident a few years earlier. Her
questions were thoughtful, and she was re-
ceptive. After these were resolved, I asked
if she had any other concerns. She indi-
cated that she did and that she wanted to
speak with me alone. I asked the elders to
step outside and stand on the lawn where
they could see us clearly through a large
window. 

As soon as the door closed behind
them, she began to weep. She recounted
her years alone, filled with heartache and
loneliness. During those years she had
made some serious mistakes. She had
known better, she said, but had lacked the
strength to choose the right path until she
had met our missionaries. During the
weeks they taught her, she had pled with
the Lord to forgive her. She sought assur-
ance from me that through her repentance
and through the ordinances of baptism and
the receipt of the Holy Ghost, she could be
cleansed and become worthy of member-
ship in the Church. I taught her from the
scriptures and bore testimony of the prin-
ciple of repentance and of the Atonement.
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Blessing of holding Aaronic Priesthood

My dear brethren, it is always a great
privilege and heavy responsibility to ad-
dress the priesthood of the Church. This
is possibly the largest gathering of priest-
hood in the history of the world. I should
like to speak to you young men about how
blessed you are to hold the Aaronic Priest-
hood, which is also known as the “lesser
priesthood.” But the word lesser, however,
does not in any way take away from its im-
portance. There’s nothing small about it—
especially when I see how big some of you
young men are!

The honor of passing the sacrament

I’m sure you remember how excited
you were the first time you passed the
sacrament. As you Aaronic Priesthood

holders assist in preparing, blessing, ad-
ministering, and passing the sacrament,
you help all members who partake thereof
to recommit themselves to the Lord and
to renew their faith in the Savior’s atoning
sacrifice. Members who take the sacrament
are reminded to take upon themselves
the name of the Son, always remember
Him, keep His commandments, and seek
to have His Spirit to be with them. I hope
that you will value the priesthood you hold
and always honor your priesthood duties.

I recently read the account of some
deacons who got a little careless in their
attitude towards passing the sacrament.
They began to think of it as a chore, some-
thing that no one else wanted to do. They
often came in late, and sometimes they
didn’t dress appropriately. One Sunday
their priesthood adviser told them: “You
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The next day my wife and I attended
her baptism and that of her little girl. The
room was filled with friends from her
ward, ready and anxious to stand by her
as a new member of the Church. As we
left that service, I was overwhelmed with
a sense of gratitude for the magnificent
principle of repentance and for the Atone-
ment that makes it possible, for the mira-
cle of conversion, for this great Church
and its members, and for our missionaries.

What does my membership in The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
mean to me? It means everything. It influ-
ences, enlivens, permeates, and gives pur-
pose and meaning to everything in life
that is important to me: my relationship
with God, my Eternal Father, and with His
Holy Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. It teaches
me that through obedience to the princi-
ples and ordinances of the gospel, I will
find peace and happiness in this life and be
invited to live in God’s presence, with my

family, in the life that surely will follow
mortality, where His mercy will satisfy the
demands of justice and encircle me and
mine, and you and yours, in the arms of
safety.3 I so testify, in the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.

NOTES
1. Joseph P. Healey, “Repentance,” in The

Anchor Bible Dictionary, ed. David Noel
Freedman, 6 vols. (1992), 5:671.

2. Jeremiah 3:12–13.
3. See Alma 34:16.

President Monson

We shall now be pleased to hear from
President James E. Faust, Second Coun-
selor in the First Presidency. The choir
and congregation will then sing “We
Thank Thee, O God, for a Prophet,” for
indeed we do. Following the singing, it
will be my pleasure to address you. 


