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A great blessing to hold the priesthood

Some years ago as our youngest son,
Clark, was approaching his 12th birthday,
he and I were leaving the Church Admin-
istration Building when President Harold
B. Lee approached and greeted us. I men-
tioned to President Lee that Clark would
soon be 12, whereupon President Lee
turned to him and asked, “What happens
to you when you turn 12?”

This was one of those times when a
father prays that a son will be inspired to
give a proper response. Clark, without
hesitation, said to President Lee, “I will be
ordained a deacon!”

The answer was the one for which I
had prayed and which President Lee had
sought. He then counseled our son, “Re-
member, it is a great blessing to hold the
priesthood.”

Be prepared to share testimony

I hope with all my heart and soul that
every young man who receives the priest-
hood will honor that priesthood and be
true to the trust which is conveyed when
it is conferred. May each of us who holds
the priesthood of God know what he be-
lieves. As the Apostle Peter admonished,
may we ever be ready “to give an answer
to every man that asketh you a reason of
the hope that is in you.”1 There will be
occasions in each of our lives when we

will be called upon to explain or to defend
our beliefs. When the time for perfor-
mance arrives, the time for preparation is
past.

Most of you young men will have the
opportunity to share your testimonies
when you serve as missionaries through-
out the world. Prepare now for that won-
derful privilege.

Answering a state secretary’s questions

I have experienced many opportuni-
ties. One occurred 21 years ago, prior to
the time when the German Democratic
Republic—or East Germany, as it was
more commonly known—was freed from
Communist rule. I was visiting with the
East German state secretary, Minister
Gysi. At that time our temple at Freiberg,
in East Germany, was under construction,
along with two or three meetinghouses.
Minister Gysi and I visited on a number of
subjects, including our worldwide building
program. He then asked, “Why is your
church so wealthy that you can afford to
build buildings in our country and through-
out the world? How do you get your
money?”

I answered that the Church is not
wealthy but that we follow the ancient bib-
lical principle of tithing, which principle
is reemphasized in our modern scripture.
I explained also that our Church has no
paid ministry and indicated that these
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were two reasons why we were able to
build the buildings then under way, in-
cluding the beautiful temple at Freiberg.

Minister Gysi was most impressed
with the information I presented, and I
was very grateful I was able to answer his
questions.

The opportunity to declare a truth
may come when we least expect it. Let us
be prepared.

“Divine authority by direct revelation”

On one occasion, President David O.
McKay was asked by a woman not a mem-
ber of the Church what specific belief set
apart the teachings of the Church from
those of any other faith. In speaking of
this later, President McKay indicated that
he had felt impressed to answer, “That
which differentiates the beliefs of my
church from those of others is divine au-
thority by direct revelation.”2

Where could we find a more signifi-
cant example of divine authority by direct
revelation than in the events which oc-
curred that “beautiful, clear day, early in
the spring of eighteen hundred and
twenty,” when the lad Joseph Smith re-
tired to the woods to pray. His words
describing that moment in history are
overpowering: 

“I saw two Personages, whose bright-
ness and glory defy all description, stand-
ing above me in the air. One of them
spake unto me, calling me by name and
said, pointing to the other—This is My
Beloved Son. Hear Him!”3

Our thoughts turn to the visit of that
heavenly messenger John the Baptist on
May 15, 1829. There on the bank of the
Susquehanna River, near Harmony, Penn-
sylvania, John laid his hands upon Joseph
Smith and Oliver Cowdery and ordained
them, saying, “Upon you my fellow ser-
vants, in the name of Messiah I confer the
Priesthood of Aaron, which holds the keys
of the ministering of angels, and of the
gospel of repentance, and of baptism by

immersion for the remission of sins.”4 The
messenger announced that he acted under
the direction of Peter, James, and John,
who held the keys of the Melchizedek
Priesthood. Ordination and baptism fol-
lowed. This is yet another example of di-
vine authority by direct revelation.

In due time, Peter, James, and John
were sent to bestow the blessings of the
Melchizedek Priesthood. These Apostles
sent by the Lord ordained and confirmed
Joseph and Oliver to be Apostles and spe-
cial witnesses of His name. Divine author-
ity by direct revelation characterized this
sacred visitation.

As a result of these experiences, all
of us carry the requirement—even the
blessed opportunity and solemn duty—to
be true to the trust we have received.

President Brigham Young declared,
“The Priesthood of the Son of God is . . .
the law by which the worlds are, were, and
will continue for ever and ever.”5 Presi-
dent Joseph F. Smith, expanding on this
theme, advised, “It is nothing more nor
less than the power of God delegated to
man by which man can act in the earth for
the salvation of the human family, in the
name of the Father and the Son and the
Holy Ghost, and act legitimately; not as-
suming that authority, nor borrowing it
from generations that are dead and gone,
but authority that has been given in this
day in which we live by ministering angels
and spirits from above, direct from the
presence of Almighty God.”6

Interview with stake president

As I approached my 18th birthday and
prepared to enter military service in World
War II, I was recommended to receive the
Melchizedek Priesthood. Mine was the
task to telephone President Paul C. Child,
my stake president, for an interview. He
was one who loved and understood the
holy scriptures, and it was his intent that
all others should similarly love and under-
stand them. As I knew from others of his
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rather detailed and searching interviews,
our telephone conversation went some-
thing like this:

“Hello, President Child. This is
Brother Monson. I have been asked by
the bishop to visit with you relative to
being ordained an elder.”

“Fine, Brother Monson. When can
you see me?”

Knowing that his sacrament meeting
time was 4:00 and desiring minimum ex-
posure of my scriptural knowledge to his
review, I suggested, “How would 3:00
be?”

His response: “Oh, Brother Monson,
that would not provide us sufficient time
to peruse the scriptures. Could you please
come at 2:00 and bring with you your per-
sonally marked set of scriptures?”

Sunday finally arrived, and I visited
President Child’s home. I was greeted
warmly, and then the interview began.
He said, “Brother Monson, you hold the
Aaronic Priesthood.” Of course, I knew
that. He continued, “Have you ever had
an angel minister to you?”

My reply, “I’m not sure.”
“Do you know,” said he, “that you are

entitled to such?”
Came my response: “No.”
Then he instructed, “Brother Mon-

son, repeat from memory the 13th section
of the Doctrine and Covenants.”

I began, “Upon you my fellow ser-
vants, in the name of Messiah I confer the
Priesthood of Aaron, which holds the keys
of the ministering of angels . . .”

“Stop,” President Child directed.
Then in a calm, kindly tone, he counseled,
“Brother Monson, never forget that as a
holder of the Aaronic Priesthood you are
entitled to the ministering of angels. Now
continue the passage.”

I recited from memory the remainder
of the section. President Child said,
“Splendid.” He then discussed with me
several other sections of the Doctrine and

Covenants pertaining to the priesthood.
It was a long interview, but I have never
forgotten it. At the conclusion, President
Child put his arm around my shoulder and
said, “You are now ready to receive the
Melchizedek Priesthood. Remember that
the Lord blesses the person who serves
Him.”

Experience at leadership meeting

Many years later, Paul C. Child, then
of the Priesthood Welfare Committee,
and I attended a stake conference to-
gether. At the priesthood leadership ses-
sion, when it was his turn to speak, he took
his scriptures in hand and walked from the
stand into the congregation. Knowing
President Child as I did, I knew what he
was going to do. He quoted from the Doc-
trine and Covenants, including section 18
concerning the worth of a soul, indicating
that we should labor all our days to bring
souls unto the Lord. He then turned to
one elders quorum president and asked,
“What is the worth of a soul?”

The stunned quorum president hesi-
tated as he formulated his reply. I had a
prayer in my heart that he would be able
to answer the question. He finally re-
sponded, “The worth of a soul is its capac-
ity to become as God.”

Brother Child closed his scriptures,
walked solemnly and quietly up the aisle
and back to the stand. As he passed by
me, he said, “A most profound reply.”

Oath and covenant of the priesthood

We need to know the oath and cov-
enant of the priesthood because it per-
tains to all of us. To those who hold the
Melchizedek Priesthood, it is a declara-
tion of our requirement to be faithful and
obedient to the laws of God and to mag-
nify the callings which come to us. To
those who hold the Aaronic Priesthood, it
is a pronouncement concerning future
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duty and responsibility, that they may
prepare themselves here and now.

This oath and covenant is set forth by
the Lord in these words:

“For whoso is faithful unto the ob-
taining these two priesthoods of which I
have spoken, and the magnifying their
calling, are sanctified by the Spirit unto
the renewing of their bodies.

“They become the sons of Moses and
of Aaron and the seed of Abraham, and
the church and kingdom, and the elect of
God.

“And also all they who receive this
priesthood receive me, saith the Lord;

“For he that receiveth my servants re-
ceiveth me;

“And he that receiveth me receiveth
my Father;

“And he that receiveth my Father re-
ceiveth my Father’s kingdom; therefore
all that my Father hath shall be given unto
him.”7

The late Elder Delbert L. Stapley of
the Quorum of the Twelve once observed:
“There are two main requirements of this
oath and covenant. First is faithfulness,
which denotes obedience to the laws of
God and connotes true observance of all
gospel standards. . . .

“The second requirement . . . is to
magnify one’s calling. To magnify is to
honor, to exalt and glorify, and cause to be
held in greater esteem or respect. It also
means to increase the importance of, to
enlarge and make greater.”8

The Prophet Joseph Smith was once
asked, “Brother Joseph, you frequently
urge that we magnify our callings. What
does this mean?” He is said to have re-
plied, “To magnify a calling is to hold it
up in dignity and importance, that the
light of heaven may shine through one’s
performance to the gaze of other men. An
elder magnifies his calling when he learns
what his duties as an elder are and then
performs them.”

Priest’s experience blessing the sacrament

Those who bear the Aaronic Priest-
hood should be given opportunity to mag-
nify their callings in that priesthood.

One Sunday two years ago I was at-
tending sacrament meeting in my ward.
That’s a rarity. There were three priests at
the sacrament table, with the young man
in the center being somewhat handi-
capped in movement but particularly so in
speech. He tried twice to bless the bread
but stumbled badly each time, no doubt
embarrassed by his inability to give the
prayer perfectly. One of the other priests
then took over and gave the blessing on
the bread.

During the passing of the bread, I
thought to myself, “I just can’t let that
young man experience failure at the sacra-
ment table.” I had a strong feeling that if
I didn’t doubt, he would be able to bless
the water effectively. Inasmuch as I was
on the stand near the sacrament table, I
leaned over and said to the priest closest
to me, pointing to the young man who had
experienced the difficulty, “Let him bless
the water; it’s a shorter prayer.” And then
I prayed. I didn’t want a double failure. I
love that passage of scripture which tells
us that we should not doubt but believe.9

When it was time to bless the water,
that young man knelt again and gave the
prayer, perhaps somewhat haltingly but
without missing a word. I rejoiced silently.
While the deacons were passing the trays,
I looked over at the boy and gave him a
thumbs-up. He gave me a broad smile.
When the young men were excused to sit
with their families, he sat on the row be-
tween his mother and father. What a joy it
was to see his mother give him a big smile
and a warm hug, while his father congratu-
lated him and put his arm around his
shoulder. All three of them looked in my
direction, and I gave them all a thumbs-up.
I could see the mother and father wiping
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tears from their eyes. I felt impressed that
this young man would do just fine in the
future.

Example of Isaac Reiter

The priesthood is not really so much
a gift as it is a commission to serve, a priv-
ilege to lift, and an opportunity to bless
the lives of others.

Not long ago I received a letter con-
cerning a choice young deacon, Isaac
Reiter, and the deacons, teachers, and
priests who served, lifted, and blessed his
life and their own lives.

Isaac fought cancer from the time he
was seven months old until his death at
age 13. When he and his family moved
to a home near a hospital so that Isaac
could receive proper medical attention,
the Aaronic Priesthood members in the
nearby ward were asked to provide the
sacrament to them each Sunday. This
weekly ordinance became a favorite of the
Aaronic Priesthood holders who partici-
pated. Along with their leaders and Isaac’s
family, they would gather around Isaac’s
hospital bed, sing hymns, and share testi-
monies. Then the sacrament would be
blessed. Isaac always insisted that, as a
deacon, he pass the sacrament to his fam-
ily and to those who had brought it. As he
lay in his bed, he gathered the strength
to hold a plate of either the blessed bread
or water. All present would come to Isaac
and partake of the sacrament from the
plate. Nurses and other medical staff soon
began to participate in the meeting as they
realized that Isaac was close to his Heav-
enly Father and always honored Him.
Though weak and in pain, Isaac always
held himself with the honor of someone
holding a royal priesthood.

Isaac was a great example to the young
men in the ward. They saw his desire to ful-
fill his duties, even on his deathbed, and
they realized that those duties were really
privileges. They began showing up earlier
in order to prepare the sacrament and to

be in their seats on time. There was more
reverence.

Isaac Reiter became a living sermon
concerning honoring the priesthood. At
his funeral, it was said that throughout his
life he had one foot in heaven. No doubt
he continues to magnify his duties and as-
sist in the work beyond the veil.

Whom God calls, God qualifies

For those of us who hold the Melchiz-
edek Priesthood, our privilege to mag-
nify our callings is ever present. We are
shepherds watching over Israel. The hun-
gry sheep do look up, ready to be fed the
bread of life. Are we prepared, brethren,
to feed the flock of God? It is imperative
that we recognize the worth of a human
soul, that we never give up on one of His
precious sons.

Should there be anyone who feels he
is too weak to do better because of that
greatest of fears, the fear of failure, there
is no more comforting assurance to be had
than the words of the Lord: “My grace is
sufficient for all men that humble them-
selves before me; for if they humble them-
selves before me, and have faith in me,
then will I make weak things become
strong unto them.”10

Miracles are everywhere to be found
when priesthood callings are magnified.
When faith replaces doubt, when selfless
service eliminates selfish striving, the
power of God brings to pass His purposes.
Whom God calls, God qualifies.

May our Heavenly Father ever bless,
ever inspire, and ever lead all who hold
His precious priesthood is my sincere
prayer, and I offer it in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ, amen.
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Brother Monson is a very difficult man
to follow. He is full of humor and yet great
sincerity.

Thank you, my brethren, for your faith
and prayers. I deeply appreciate them.

Why so much hatred in the world?

When a man grows old he develops
a softer touch, a kindlier manner. I have
thought of this much of late.

I have wondered why there is so much
hatred in the world. We are involved in
terrible wars with lives lost and many crip-
pling wounds. Coming closer to home,
there is so much of jealousy, pride, arro-
gance, and carping criticism; fathers who
rise in anger over small, inconsequential
things and make wives weep and children
fear.

Racial hatred has no basis among us

Racial strife still lifts its ugly head. I
am advised that even right here among us
there is some of this. I cannot understand
how it can be. It seemed to me that we all
rejoiced in the 1978 revelation given Pres-

ident Kimball. I was there in the temple at
the time that that happened. There was
no doubt in my mind or in the minds of
my associates that what was revealed was
the mind and the will of the Lord.

Now I am told that racial slurs and
denigrating remarks are sometimes heard
among us. I remind you that no man who
makes disparaging remarks concerning
those of another race can consider himself
a true disciple of Christ. Nor can he con-
sider himself to be in harmony with the
teachings of the Church of Christ. How
can any man holding the Melchizedek
Priesthood arrogantly assume that he is
eligible for the priesthood whereas an-
other who lives a righteous life but whose
skin is of a different color is ineligible?

Throughout my service as a member
of the First Presidency, I have recognized
and spoken a number of times on the di-
versity we see in our society. It is all about
us, and we must make an effort to accom-
modate that diversity.

Let us all recognize that each of us is
a son or daughter of our Father in Heaven,
who loves all of His children.

President Gordon B. Hinckley
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President Monson

Brethren, we remind you that the
Tabernacle Choir broadcast will be from
9:30 to 10:00 a.m. tomorrow morning. The
Sunday morning session will immediately
follow. 

Daylight saving time begins tomorrow
at 2:00 a.m. We encourage you to move

your clocks ahead one hour before you
retire this evening. 

We express appreciation to the priest-
hood choir from the Orem and Salt Lake
institutes for the beautiful music, the in-
spiring music they have provided this eve-
ning. 

President Gordon B. Hinckley, our
beloved prophet, a man of God, will be
our concluding speaker at this priesthood
session. Listen carefully, brethren, to the
prophet speak. Following his remarks, the
choir will sing “Come, O Thou King of
Kings.” The benediction will then be of-
fered by Elder Robert J. Whetten of the
Seventy. 


