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cating and prioritizing your time, your at-
tention, and your resources to wisely help
others, including your family, in their
quest for eternal life.

Extend appropriate responsibilities

Sixth, a word to you leaders about ex-
tending responsibilities to members and
especially to recent converts. President
Hinckley said that every new member of
the Church needs a responsibility. What-
ever responsibility may be extended should
not overwhelm new members but should
give them ample opportunity to become
comfortable in the Church by learning its
doctrine and by rubbing shoulders with
friendly members. It should anchor them
to the restored gospel through increasing
their testimony and giving meaningful ser-
vice.

Helping others find joy in the gospel

Brothers and sisters, may we focus on
the simple ways we can serve in the king-
dom of God, always striving to change
lives, including our own. What is most im-
portant in our Church responsibilities is
not the statistics that are reported or the
meetings that are held but whether or not
individual people—ministered to one at a
time just as the Savior did—have been
lifted and encouraged and ultimately
changed. Our task is to help others find
the peace and the joy that only the gospel
can give them. In seven words, Jesus sum-
marized how we can accomplish this. He
said, “If ye love me, keep my command-
ments” (John 14:15).

Today is in many ways like Jacob’s day.
My counsel is like unto his: “Repent, and
come with full purpose of heart, and cleave
unto God as he cleaveth unto you” (Jacob
6:5). Brothers and sisters, be wise with your
families. Be wise in fulfilling your Church
callings. Be wise with your time. Be wise in
balancing all of your responsibilities. O be
wise, my beloved brothers and sisters.
What can I say more?

May God bless us with wisdom to love
His Son, Jesus Christ, and wisely help ac-
complish His work. I bear my witness and
testimony that He lives. This is His
Church. We are about His work. May the
peace of the Lord be with us. And may we
wisely carry on our responsibilities, I
humbly pray, in the name of Jesus Christ,
amen.

The choir sang “Love at Home.”

President Monson

We are grateful to the Tabernacle
Choir for the beautiful music they pro-
vided this morning, and likewise express
appreciation to all who have participated.
President James E. Faust, Second Coun-
selor in the First Presidency, will be our
concluding speaker at this session.

Following President Faust’s remarks,
the choir will sing “Israel, Israel, God Is
Calling.” The benediction will then be of-
fered by Elder Richard J. Maynes of the
Seventy, and conference will be adjourned
until 2:00 this afternoon.

President James E. Faust
The meaning of discipleship

A large crowd followed the Savior as
He ministered by the shore of the Sea of

Galilee. So that more could hear Him, He
got into Peter’s fishing boat and asked to
be taken a little way out from the shore.
After He had finished speaking, He told
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Peter, who had fished all night without suc-
cess, to go out in the lake and let down his
nets in the deep water. Peter obeyed, and
he caught so many fish that the nets broke.
Peter called to his partners, James and
John, to come and help. All were amazed
at the number of fish that were caught. Je-
sus said to Peter, “Fear not; from hence-
forth thou shalt catch men.” Luke then
tells us, “When they had brought their
ships to land, they forsook all, and followed
him.”1 They became the Lord’s disciples.

The word for disciple and the word
for discipline both come from the same
Latin root—discipulus, which means
pupil. It emphasizes practice or exercise.
Self-discipline and self-control are consis-
tent and permanent characteristics of the
followers of Jesus, as exemplified by Pe-
ter, James, and John, who indeed “for-
sook all, and followed him.”

What is discipleship? It is primarily
obedience to the Savior. Discipleship in-
cludes many things. It is chastity. It is
tithing. It is family home evening. It is
keeping all the commandments. It is for-
saking anything that is not good for us.
Everything in life has a price. Considering
the Savior’s great promise for peace in
this life and eternal life in the life to come,
discipleship is a price worth paying. It is a
price we cannot afford not to pay. By mea-
sure, the requirements of discipleship are
much, much less than the promised bless-
ings.

The disciples of Christ receive a call
to not only forsake the pursuit of worldly
things but to carry the cross daily. To
carry the cross means to follow His com-
mandments and to build up His Church
on the earth. It also means self-mastery.2

As Jesus of Nazareth instructed us, “If
any man will come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross daily, and
follow me.”3 “And whosoever doth not
bear his cross, and come after me, cannot
be my disciple.”4

The words of a beloved Primary song
resonate with all who follow the Master:

I’m trying to be like Jesus; I’m
following in his ways.

I’m trying to love as he did, in all that I
do and say.5

Emulating the Savior

Let us consider some of the things Je-
sus did that we can all emulate.

1. Jesus “went about doing good.”6

We can all do something good every day—
for a family member, a friend, or even a
stranger—if we will look for those oppor-
tunities. 

2. Jesus was the Good Shepherd who
watched over His sheep and had concern
for those that were lost.7 We can seek out
the lonely or those who are less active and
befriend them.

3. Jesus had compassion on many, in-
cluding a poor leper.8 We too can have
compassion. We are reminded in the Book
of Mormon that we are “to mourn with
those that mourn.”9

4. Jesus bore witness of His divine
mission and of His Father’s great work.
For our part, we can all “stand as wit-
nesses of God at all times.”10

5. Jesus invited “the little children to
come unto [Him].”11 Our children need
our attention and love as well as our care.

Willingness to lay down one’s life

True followers of the Savior should
be prepared to lay down their lives, and
some have been privileged to do so. The
Doctrine and Covenants counsels us: 

“Let no man be afraid to lay down his
life for my sake; for whoso layeth down
his life for my sake shall find it again. 

“And whoso is not willing to lay down
his life for my sake is not my disciple.”12

We read in the book of Acts the ac-
count of the disciple Stephen, who was
“full of faith and power, [and] did great
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wonders and miracles among the peo-
ple.”13 Stephen encountered a hostile au-
dience in Jerusalem who falsely accused
him of blasphemy even though he was
transfigured before them. Stephen testi-
fied of the divinity of the Savior, and
when he called them to repentance, sev-
eral in the crowd turned on him. “But he,
being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up
stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory
of God, and Jesus standing on the right
hand of God.”14 Even as he was stoned to
death, the last words on Stephen’s lips
were “Lord, lay not this sin to their
charge.”15

Martyrs in Mexico

In the early days of the Church in
Mexico, two faithful leaders who were dis-
ciples of Christ became martyrs because
of their belief. The two whose lives were
taken were Rafael Monroy and Vicente
Morales.

During the Mexican Revolution, Ra-
fael Monroy was the president of the
small San Marcos Mexico Branch, and Vi-
cente Morales was his first counselor. On
July 17, 1915, they were apprehended by
the Zapatistas. They were told they would
be spared if they would give up their
weapons and renounce their strange reli-
gion. Brother Monroy told his captors
that he did not have any weapons and sim-
ply drew from his pocket his Bible and
Book of Mormon. He said, “Gentlemen,
these are the only arms I ever carry; they
are the arms of truth against error.”

When no arms were found, the
brethren were cruelly tortured to make
them divulge where arms were hidden.
But there were no arms. They were then
taken under guard to the outskirts of the
little town, where their captors stood
them up by a large ash tree in front of a
firing squad. The officer in charge offered
them freedom if they would forsake their
religion and join the Zapatistas, but

Brother Monroy replied, “My religion is
dearer to me than my life, and I cannot
forsake it.”

They were then told that they were to
be shot and asked if they had any request
to make. Brother Rafael requested that
he be permitted to pray before he was ex-
ecuted. There, in the presence of his exe-
cutioners, he kneeled down and, in a voice
that all could hear, prayed that God
would bless and protect his loved ones
and care for the little struggling branch
that would be left without a leader. As he
finished his prayer, he used the words of
the Savior when He hung upon the cross
and prayed for his executioners: “Father,
forgive them; for they know not what they
do.”16 With that the firing squad shot both
Brother Monroy and Brother Morales.17

Some years ago I went to Mexico to
reorganize a stake presidency. As I con-
ducted the interviews, I was privileged to
become acquainted with one of the de-
scendants of Rafael Monroy. I was very
impressed with the depth of this man’s
testimony and his commitment to the
gospel. When I asked him what had hap-
pened to the rest of Brother Monroy’s de-
scendants, he said that many of them have
been on missions and continue faithful in
the Church.

Faithfulness of Edward Partridge

In the early days of the Church, other
disciples in addition to Joseph Smith and
Hyrum Smith also laid down their lives for
the gospel of Jesus Christ. The faithful-
ness of Edward Partridge, the first bishop
of the Church, is noted in the Doctrine
and Covenants.18 On July 20, 1833, Ed-
ward was sitting at home with his frail
wife, who had just given birth. Three mob-
sters burst in and dragged him into the
bedlam of the street and then into the
square, where they had already taken
Charles Allen. A mob of about 300 de-
manded through their spokesman that
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Edward and Charles either renounce their
faith in the Book of Mormon or leave the
county. Edward Partridge responded: “If I
must suffer for my religion, it is no more
than others have done before me. I am
not conscious of having injured anyone in
the county and therefore will not consent
to leave. I have done nothing to offend
anyone. If you abuse me, you are injuring
an innocent man.” The mob then daubed
Edward and Charles from head to foot
with hot tar containing pearl ash, a flesh-
eating acid, and then they threw feathers
that stuck to the burning tar.19

The Prophet Joseph Smith character-
ized Edward’s death a few years later at
age 46 in these words: “He lost his life in
consequence of the Missouri persecu-
tions, and he is one of that number whose
blood will be required at their hands.”20

Edward Partridge left a legacy that lives
on in a large and righteous posterity.

Living a Christlike life every day

For most of us, however, what is re-
quired is not to die for the Church but to
live for it. For many, living a Christlike life
every day may be even more difficult than
laying down one’s life. I learned during a
time of war that many men were capable
of great acts of selflessness, heroism, and
nobility without regard to life. But when
the war was over and they came home,
they could not bear up under the ordinary
daily burdens of living and became en-
slaved by tobacco, alcohol, drugs, and de-
bauchery, which in the end caused them
to forfeit their lives.

Some may say: “I am a simple person.
I have no stature or position. I am new in
the Church. My talents and abilities are
limited. My contribution is little.” Or they
may say: “I am too old to change. I have
already lived my life. Why should I try?” It
is never too late to change. Discipleship
does not come from positions of promi-
nence, wealth, or advanced learning. The

disciples of Jesus came from all walks of
life. However, discipleship does require us
to forsake evil transgression and enjoy
what President Spencer W. Kimball has
called “the miracle of forgiveness.”21 This
can come only through repentance, which
means that we forsake sin and resolve
each day to be followers of truth and righ-
teousness. As Jesus taught: “What man-
ner of men ought ye to be? Verily I say
unto you, even as I am.”22

Many think that the price of disciple-
ship is too costly and too burdensome.
For some, it involves giving up too much.
But the cross is not as heavy as it appears
to be. Through obedience we acquire
much greater strength to carry it. 

“Come unto me, all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. 

“Take my yoke upon you, and learn
of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart:
and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 

“For my yoke is easy, and my burden
is light.”23

Our true claim as disciples comes
when we can say with certainty that His
ways have become our ways.

Blessings of discipleship

The blessings of discipleship are read-
ily available to all who are willing to pay
the price. Discipleship brings purpose to
our lives so that rather than wandering
aimlessly, we walk steadily on that strait
and narrow way that leads us back to our
Heavenly Father. Discipleship brings us
comfort in times of sorrow, peace of con-
science, and joy in service—all of which
help us to be more like Jesus.

Through discipleship of the Savior,
we come to know and believe in our
hearts and minds the saving principles and
ordinances of The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints. Through our disci-
pleship, we come to appreciate the pro-
found mission of the Prophet Joseph
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Smith in restoring those saving principles
in our time. We rejoice that the keys of
the priesthood and its authority have been
passed down through the Presidents of
the Church, from the Prophet Joseph
Smith to our present prophet, President
Gordon B. Hinckley.

We are grateful that in our disciple-
ship of the Savior we come to enjoy His
promise of “peace in this world,”24 with
contentment, happiness, and fulfillment.
Through our discipleship, we are able to
receive the spiritual strength that we need
to deal with the challenges of life.

One of the greatest blessings of life
and eternity is to be counted as one of the
devoted disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ.
I have a profound testimony of this truth,
to which I bear witness, in the name of Je-
sus Christ, amen.
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The choir sang “Israel, Israel, God Is
Calling.”

Elder Richard J. Maynes offered the
benediction.

SATURDAY AFTERNOON SESSION
The second session of the 176th Semi-

annual General Conference convened in
the Conference Center at 2:00 p.m. on Sat-
urday, September 30, 2006. President
Thomas S. Monson conducted this session.

Music was provided by a combined
choir from the Provo Missionary Training
Center. Douglas Brenchley directed the
choir, and Linda Margetts was the organ-
ist.

President Thomas S. Monson

We welcome you this afternoon to the
second general session of the 176th Semi-
annual General Conference of The

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. President Gordon B. Hinckley,
who presides at this conference, has asked
that I, Brother Monson, conduct this ses-
sion. 

We extend our greetings to all who
are in attendance or who are participating
by means of television, radio, or the Inter-
net, and to the many who are watching in
stake centers in various parts of the world
where the conference is being carried by
satellite transmission.

The music for this session will be by a
choir from the Provo Missionary Training
Center, under the direction of Douglas


