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Power of attorney

Several years ago Sister Ellis and I
were called to preside over the Brazil São
Paulo North Mission. The call meant that
we would be away for three years. Given
our family and business situation, we were
impressed to keep our home and business
in Houston rather than sell them.

As we began to make the necessary
arrangements, it became clear we would
need to have our lawyer prepare a power
of attorney. That is a legal document that
gives someone else the authority to do
anything in our name. The person with
this document could sell our home or
other assets, borrow money in our name,
spend our money, or even sell our busi-
ness. The thought of giving someone that
much power and authority over our affairs
was scary.

We decided to give our power of attor-
ney to a person we trusted, a good friend
and partner, who exercised that power and
authority very well. He did what we would
have done if we were there.

The priesthood is a sacred trust

Brethren, think of what the Lord has
given us—His power and authority! The
power and authority to act for Him in all
things pertaining to His work!

With this priesthood power and, when
necessary, the authorization of those with
appropriate keys, we can perform the ordi-
nances of salvation in His name: baptize
for the remission of sins, confirm and con-
fer the Holy Ghost, confer the priesthood
and ordain others to priesthood offices,
and perform temple ordinances. In His
name we can administer His Church. In
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of men, Joseph was miserable. The Lord
told him, “You should have been faithful;
and [God] would have extended his arm
and supported you against all the fiery
darts of the adversary; and he would have
been with you in every time of trouble”
(D&C 3:8). Such is the case for each of
you young men: be faithful, and you will
be supported by the hand of God. The
Prophet was then reminded that—as with
each of us—he would be forgiven if he re-
pented. Imagine what joy he felt when he
heard the Lord state, “But remember,
God is merciful; therefore, repent of that
which thou hast done which is contrary to
the commandment which I gave you, and
thou art still chosen” (D&C 3:10).

An invitation to live the gospel

My invitation to each of you tonight is
to live the gospel to be truly happy, avoid
evil and the misery it brings, and if you

have become involved with the evil or un-
clean thing, make the changes the Lord
desires of you for your own happiness—
and I witness that He will enable you to
succeed through His matchless power.

As you accept this invitation, you will
reap lasting happiness and build the foun-
dation of your life upon “the rock of our
Redeemer,” such that when the shafts of
the evil one and the storms of the world
assail you, they will, as Helaman taught,
have “no power over you to drag you
down to the gulf of misery and endless wo,
because of the rock upon which ye are
built, which is a sure foundation, a foun-
dation whereon if men build they cannot
fall” (Helaman 5:12; italics added). Of the
Lord Jesus Christ I bear my ardent wit-
ness: He is the Rock, the one sure founda-
tion for happiness and healing. He lives,
has all power in heaven and earth, knows
your name, and He loves you. In the sa-
cred name of the Lord Jesus Christ, amen.
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His name we can bless, home teach, and
even heal the sick.

What a trust the Lord has placed in
us! Think of it, brethren. He trusts us!

Before we received the priesthood, we
had already been prepared and proven.
We had exercised faith in Jesus Christ, re-
pented, been baptized, and received the
gift of the Holy Ghost. The level of experi-
ence we brought to our ordination varied.
But the divine procedure was the same.
We had been prayed about and inter-
viewed by those exercising priesthood
keys. We had been sustained by a vote of
the Church members of our unit. We were
ordained by one with authority and autho-
rization to do so.

The Lord is careful with His priest-
hood. To exercise His power and author-
ity is a sacred trust.

How wonderful that we have earned
the trust of God! He trusts you! He trusts
me!

The priesthood is received by covenant

When we receive the priesthood, we
do so by covenant. A covenant is a mutual
promise. He promises to bless us on cer-
tain conditions. We promise to fulfill those
conditions. As we do so, the Lord always
keeps His word and gives us the blessing.
Usually He gives us more than agreed. He
is very generous.

When we receive the Melchizedek
Priesthood, we receive what is called “the
oath and covenant” of the priesthood. We
promise the Lord two things, and He
promises us two things. We promise to be
“faithful unto the obtaining these two
priesthoods” and faithful in “magnifying
[our] calling.” He promises that we will be
“sanctified by the Spirit.” Then after we
are faithful in all things to the end, He
promises that “all that my Father hath
shall be given [us]” (see D&C 84:33–41).

Directions and warnings

The Lord blesses His children through
our priesthood service. To help us be suc-
cessful in faithfully rendering priesthood
service, He gives us directions and warn-
ings. He has done that in the scriptures
and continues to guide us through our
leaders and through the promptings of the
Holy Ghost.

The scriptures contain many passages
of direction and warning to holders of the
priesthood. One of the best is section 121
of the Doctrine and Covenants. In those
few verses the Lord teaches us that the
priesthood can only be exercised in righ-
teousness. We should treat others with
persuasion, patience, and kindness. He re-
minds us of the importance of charity and
virtue in having the constant companion-
ship of the Holy Ghost.

That section also warns us of those at-
titudes and actions that will cause us to
lose our priesthood power. If we “aspire
to the honors of men,” attempt to “cover
our sins,” try to “gratify our pride” or
“vain ambition,” or seek to “exercise con-
trol” over others, we lose the priesthood
power (see vv. 35–37). From that point we
would be practicing priestcraft. We would
have left the service of God and would be
putting ourselves in the service of Satan.

It would be good for priesthood hold-
ers to restudy Doctrine and Covenants sec-
tion 121 regularly. It is easy to understand
why our modern prophets have empha-
sized the need for us to maintain our wor-
thiness and have given us For the Strength
of Youth as a guide to help us.

One reason we must maintain our
worthiness is that we never know when we
will be called upon to use the priesthood.

When our son Matthew was five, he
fell from the top of the high diving board
at our neighborhood pool. He hit the con-
crete deck and suffered a fractured skull
and a brain concussion. He was rushed by
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a Life Flight helicopter to the Houston
Medical Center for emergency treatment.
I needed priesthood assistance immedi-
ately. Our home teacher and our priest-
hood leader were both worthy and
prepared at that moment. They helped
give Matthew a blessing, and he com-
pletely recovered.

We must be ready at any time. As we
say in Scouting, “Be prepared.”

Surely we want to avoid priestcraft.
But the Apostle Paul warned us of an-
other danger. He warned that in our day
there will be those “having a form of god-
liness, but denying the power thereof” 
(2 Timothy 3:5).

How can we as priesthood holders
have a form of godliness but deny the
power thereof? Could it be that we hold
the priesthood but do not exercise it? visit
our families rather than home teach
them? pray for someone in an ordinance
or ordination instead of blessing them? do
the Lord’s work the best way we know
how without first pleading to know and do
His will in His way?

Remember the Lord’s counsel to us
through Nephi that we “must not perform
any thing unto the Lord save in the first
place [we] shall pray” (2 Nephi 32:9).

Making a difference

Years ago I was called to serve as a
counselor in the Houston Texas North
Stake presidency. I was studying the para-
ble of the talents. You remember the story.
A man needed to go away, so he entrusted
his servants with his goods. One received
five talents, another two, and the last re-
ceived one. Upon his return, he asked for
an accounting.

The servant who received five and re-
turned ten, as well as the one who took two
and returned four, were declared good and
faithful servants. But what caught my at-
tention was the servant who received one,

took care of it, and returned it safely back
to his lord. I was surprised by the response
of the master: “Thou wicked and slothful
servant, . . . take therefore the talent from
him, . . . and cast ye the unprofitable ser-
vant into outer darkness”! (See Matthew
25:14–30.)

This seemed to be a harsh reaction to
one who seemed to be trying to take care
of what he was given. But the Spirit taught
me this truth—the Lord expects a differ-
ence! I knew in that moment that each of
us will one day stand before God and give
an accounting of our priesthood service
and stewardships. Did we make a differ-
ence? In my case, was the Houston Texas
North Stake better when I was released
than when I was called?

Thankfully, the Lord teaches us how
to be fruitful, how to make a difference.
“He that abideth in me, and I in him, the
same bringeth forth much fruit” (John
15:5). If we exercise His priesthood in His
way, following the direction that we re-
ceive from His servants and His Spirit, we
will be good and faithful servants!

My dear brethren of the priesthood,
the Lord Jesus Christ, our Savior and Re-
deemer, lives! He knows us; He loves us.
He placed His trust in us by giving us His
priesthood power and authority. I am a
witness of this truth. May we use His power
and authority to do His will in His way is
my prayer.

As we hear from President Hinckley,
President Monson, and President Faust, I
bear my personal witness that each is a
prophet, seer, and revelator. I am anxious
to hear their counsel. In the name of Jesus
Christ, amen.

President Monson

Thank you, brethren. The choir and
congregation will now sing “Rejoice, the
Lord Is King!” At the conclusion of the
singing, President James E. Faust, Second
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Delivering rock salt

My grandfather used to graze his cat-
tle each summer in the beautiful, lush,
high mountain valleys east of our town in
central Utah. However, the cattle craved
and needed supplemental nutrients from
licking rock salt. The rock salt came from
a salt mine some distance away. Grandfa-
ther replenished the salt at the salt licks by
putting a packsaddle on a sturdy horse
and filling the packsaddle with rock salt. I
called the packhorse Slowpoke for good
reason. Grandfather put me on Slowpoke
with the saddle loaded with rock salt. He
gave me the reins so I could guide the
horse up the mountain following Grand-
father on his horse.

My horse Slowpoke was slow, but I
didn’t push him because he carried such a
heavy load. It took a full day to ride up the
mountain to the salt licks and to unload
the rock salt from the pack animal. As the
day got warmer, my sweaty legs would
sting as they rubbed against the lumps of
rock salt in the packsaddle. It was a joy
when we crossed a stream and I could get
off the horse and get rid of the sting by
washing and drying my legs.

Grandfather would sing most of the
day. Mostly he sang the songs of Zion. 
But one song he sang that impressed me
greatly was “Show me your companions,
and I will tell you what you are.” Looking
back on it, taking salt to the mountain val-
ley was an enjoyable experience, while the
additional nutrients from the rock salt for-
tified the cattle.

The need for spiritual nourishment

A nutrient furnishes nourishment that
promotes growth and healing both in ani-
mals and humans. Grandfather’s cattle
craved the nutrients in the rock salt, but
human beings need something more. They
need to be replenished spiritually because
“life is more than meat”1 and “there is a
spirit in man: and the inspiration of the
Almighty giveth them understanding.”2

The human spirit needs love. It also needs
to be “nourished up in the words of faith
and of good doctrine.”3

Spiritual nourishment prepares us for
baptism. This preparation includes hum-
bling ourselves before God, having “bro-
ken hearts and contrite spirits,” repenting
of all our sins, being “willing to take upon
[us] the name of Jesus Christ,” and mani-
festing “by [our] works that [we] have re-
ceived of the Spirit of Christ.”4

Our most important spiritual nutri-
ent is a testimony that God is our Eternal
Father, that Jesus is our Savior and Re-
deemer, and that the Holy Ghost is our
Comforter. This testimony is confirmed
to us by the gift of the Holy Ghost. From
this testimony we derive the spiritual nu-
trients of faith and trust in God, which
bring forth the blessings of heaven. Spiri-
tual nutrients come to us from various
sources, but because of time constraints I
would like to mention just three.

Incorporating scriptures into our lives

A few years ago, a young man who was
starting his senior year in high school re-

President James E. Faust

Counselor in the First Presidency, will
speak to us, after which President Hinck-
ley has asked that I address you.

The choir and congregation sang
“Rejoice, the Lord Is King!”


