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Children need the help of each of us

While I have been serving in this call-
ing, I have made some new friends. Eliza
can sing many Primary songs. Lucas is
learning the Articles of Faith in Spanish.
Caitlyn is shy but curious. I sat by Martha
in Primary, and she wrapped her arm
through mine. These children reflect the
light of the gospel in their faces.

Who are the children in your home or
in your neighborhood? Look at them.
Think of them. The Savior teaches us that
to enter the kingdom of God, we must be-
come as a child, “submissive, meek, hum-
ble, patient, [and] full of love” (Mosiah
3:19).

But however full of faith children
come to us, they face the challenges of a
fallen world. What does it take to help
these children keep the light of faith in
their eyes? We know that nothing can re-
place a righteous family in the life of a
child. But in today’s world, children will
need not only a devoted mother and fa-
ther, but they will need each of us to pro-
tect, teach, and love them.

Protecting children

Brothers and sisters, protecting chil-
dren means we provide an environment
that invites the Spirit into their lives and
validates it in their hearts. That automati-
cally eliminates any form of indifference,
neglect, abuse, violence, or exploitation.

And while conditions of depravity are
more serious, we also protect children
from other detrimental conditions, such as
expectations that are too high or too low,
overindulgence, overscheduling, and self-
centeredness. Either extreme dulls a child’s
ability to identify, trust, and be guided by
the Holy Ghost.

Teaching children

Children are open to gospel truths
more than at any other time, and protected
childhood is literally a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to teach and strengthen chil-
dren to choose the right.

It’s easy to know what to teach. The
scriptures and our prophets are clear
about what to teach our children. Nephi
summarizes it in this verse, “And we talk
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important requirement for entering the
Lord’s holy temple. Honesty is embedded
in the covenants that we make in the tem-
ple. Each Sunday as we partake of the holy
emblems of the Savior’s flesh and blood,
we again renew our basic and sacred
covenants—which encompass honesty. As
Latter-day Saints we have a sacred obliga-
tion to not only teach the principles of
honesty but also to live them, perhaps with
examples as simple as three towels or a 25-
cent newspaper. Honesty should be
among the most fundamental values that
govern our everyday living.

When we are true to the sacred prin-
ciples of honesty and integrity, we are true
to our faith, and we are true to ourselves.

My prayer is that as Latter-day Saints
we will be known as among the most hon-
est people in the world. And it might be
said of us, as it was of the people of Anti-
Nephi-Lehi, that we are “perfectly honest
and upright in all things; and . . . firm in
the faith of Christ, even unto the end”
(Alma 27:27). In the name of Jesus Christ,
amen.
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of Christ, we rejoice in Christ, we preach
of Christ, we prophesy of Christ . . . that
our children may know to what source
they may look for a remission of their sins”
(2 Nephi 25:26).

Knowing that we teach of Christ and
His gospel, how do we do it? Begin by fol-
lowing the counsel of our prophets and
making time in our homes for family
prayer, scripture study, and family home
evening. Have we heard that counsel so
often that it seems too simple? Or are we
so busy that adding one more thing feels
too complex? I testify that even when our
family worship seems less than effective,
obedience alone invites the blessings of
the Lord.

In fact, personal obedience and ex-
ample in every part of our lives are the ul-
timate gospel lessons for children. So
study, learn, and apply the gospel. We
cannot teach principles that we do not
know and that we do not live. Who we are
and what is in our heart are discerned by
children more quickly than we think.

Loving children

So love the children. I remember feel-
ing loved as a child, and because of that, it
was easy for me to believe that the Savior
loved me too. Children thrive in a home
where parents understand their “sacred
duty to rear their children in love and
righteousness” (“The Family: A Procla-
mation to the World,” Ensign, Nov. 1995,
102).

But all of us can help. Notice the chil-
dren around you, and learn their names.
And then invite, listen, affirm, guide,
build, serve, and share testimony. Your
love can help bring a child to the love of
the Savior.

Vasily is a child who spends much of
his time in the streets and is not supported
by his parents in his search for truth. He
found a small branch of the Church in his
town, and he came to every event held at
the church. He also brought his three

younger brothers to church, and other
friends joined him in Primary. In fact, at
one time, the largest Primary in that area
was made up of these little boys who are
not members of the Church. They were
drawn to the truth, and the light of the
gospel began to be reflected in their faces.
They were welcomed, protected, taught,
and loved by all the members of that little
branch, including youth, young adults,
missionaries, teachers, and priesthood
leaders. Think of the children in your
neighborhood or Primary class. Who are
the children in your branch or ward? Is
there one, like Vasily, who needs you?

Bringing children to the Savior

When I think of these little boys and
children like them, I take great hope from
the account of the Savior’s visit to the
American continent. Remember that be-
fore the Savior’s appearance, there were
tempests, earthquakes, fires, and three
days of profound darkness (see 3 Nephi 8).
I have often thought about the children
who experienced these events. And I can
only imagine the fear and concern in the
hearts of the parents.

And then the Savior appeared and
commanded the multitude “that their lit-
tle children should be brought” to Him (3
Nephi 17:11). How eager those parents
must have been to bring their children to
the Savior. And then they watched as the
Savior wept over their children, blessed
them one by one, prayed unto the Father
for them, and called down angels to minis-
ter unto them (see 3 Nephi 17:21, 24).
This account reminds us that it is the Sav-
ior who is the great protector, the ulti-
mate teacher, and the eternal source of
love and healing.

As the darkness of this day surrounds
us, we are also commanded to bring our
children to the Savior, and as Elder Bal-
lard has reminded us, “we are the ones
God has appointed to encircle today’s chil-
dren with love and the fire of faith and an
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Snares of Satan

Children in pure faith proclaim, “We
believe in God, the Eternal Father, and in
His Son, Jesus Christ, and in the Holy
Ghost.”1 But sometimes youth and adults
do not feel the power of this simple decla-
ration.

Satan is the “enemy to all righteous-
ness”;2 thus he plants doubts about the
nature of the Godhead and our relation-
ship with Them. Jesus Christ prophesied
that in the last days even the very elect
would be deceived.3 Consider three exam-
ples of how Lucifer is “laying traps and
snares to catch the holy ones of God.”4

The snare of false inadequacy. A faith-
ful young person feels unable to meet the
expectations of others. At home and
school, she is rarely praised and often crit-
icized. The popular media tells her she is
not beautiful enough or smart enough.
Every day this righteous sister questions
whether she is an individual worthy of
Heavenly Father’s love, the Savior’s aton-
ing sacrifice, or the Spirit’s constant guid-
ance.

The snare of exaggerated imperfection.
An outstanding missionary feels incapable

of meeting the expectations of God. In his
mind, this worthy elder imagines a stern
Heavenly Father bound to irrevocable jus-
tice, a Savior capable of cleansing others’
transgressions but not this elder’s own,
and a Holy Ghost unwilling to accompany
an imperfect person.

The snare of needless guilt. A middle-
aged woman is a devoted mother, a loving
friend, a faithful Church servant, and a
frequent temple patron. But in her heart,
this sister cannot forgive herself of sins
committed years ago that she has re-
pented of and fully resolved with priest-
hood leaders. She doubts that her life will
ever be acceptable to the Lord and has
lost hope of eternal life in Heavenly Fa-
ther’s presence.

Feeling God’s love

If you have any thoughts and feelings
similar to these good Saints, I invite you
to become as a little child and feel again
“the great and wonderful love made man-
ifest by the Father and the Son in the
coming of the Redeemer into the world.”5

Childlike faith in the perfect love of Heav-
enly Father and Jesus Christ will “divide
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understanding of who they are” (“Great
Shall Be the Peace of Thy Children,” En-
sign, Apr. 1994, 60).

Brothers and sisters, as a mother and
a Primary leader, I know this work with
children is not easy. Protecting, teaching,
and loving children can be demanding, of-
ten discouraging, sometimes exhausting,
and occasionally the fruits of our efforts
are long delayed. But it is precisely be-
cause it is not easy to bring children to the
Savior that we must come to Him our-
selves.

As we seek Him and His Spirit to help
us, we will see a miracle. We will recog-
nize that our own hearts are changing and

we too are becoming “submissive, meek,
humble, patient, [and] full of love”
(Mosiah 3:19). We too will reflect the
light of the gospel in our own counte-
nance. We will come to understand these
words of the Savior: “And whoso shall re-
ceive one such little child in my name re-
ceiveth me” (Matthew 18:5).

I love the Savior and testify of His re-
deeming power for me and you and for
our children, in the name of Jesus Christ,
amen.

The choir and congregation sang
“Now Let Us Rejoice.”


