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An ensign to the nations

On July 26, 1847, their third day in the
valley (the second having been the Sab-
bath), Brigham Young, with members of
the Twelve and some others, climbed a
peak about one and a half miles from
where I now stand. They thought it a good
place to raise an ensign to the nations.
Heber C. Kimball wore a yellow bandana.
They tied it to Willard Richards’s walking
stick and waved it aloft, an ensign to the
nations. Brigham Young named it Ensign
Peak.1

Then they descended to their worn-
out wagons, to the few things they had
carried 2,000 miles, and to their travel-
weary followers. It was not what they pos-
sessed that gave them strength but what
they knew.

They knew they were Apostles of the
Lord Jesus Christ. They knew that the
priesthood had been delivered to them by
angelic messengers. They knew they had
the commandments and the covenants to
offer opportunity for the eternal salvation
and exaltation for all mankind. They were
sure that the inspiration of the Holy Ghost
attended them.

They busied themselves plowing up
gardens, putting up shelters against the
winter soon to come. They prepared for
others already on the prairie following
them to this new gathering place.

A revelation, written nine years ear-
lier, directed them to “arise and shine
forth, that thy light may be a standard for
the nations;

“And that the gathering together upon
the land of Zion, and upon her stakes, may

be for a defense, and for a refuge from the
storm, and from wrath when it shall be
poured out without mixture upon the
whole earth” (D&C 115:5–6).

They were to be the “light,” the “stan-
dard.”

Living by the standards

The standard, established by revela-
tion, is contained in the scriptures through
the doctrines of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
The principles of the gospel life we follow
are based on doctrine, and the standards
accord with the principles. We are bound
to the standards by covenant, as adminis-
tered through the ordinances of the
gospel by those who have received priest-
hood and the keys of authority.

Those faithful Brethren were not free,
and we are not free, to alter the standards
or to ignore them. We must live by them.

It is not a cure or a comfort to simply
say they do not matter. We all know they
do matter, for all mankind is “instructed
sufficiently that they know good from evil”
(2 Nephi 2:5).

If we are doing the best we can, we
should not become discouraged. When we
fall short, as we do, or stumble, which we
might, there is always the remedy of re-
pentance and forgiveness.

We are to teach our children the
moral standard to avoid every kind of im-
morality. The precious powers within
their mortal bodies “are to be employed
only between man and woman, lawfully
wedded as husband and wife.”2 We must
be completely faithful in marriage.
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Sunday School, and Elder Craig A. Car-
don of the Seventy.

The choir sang “I Saw a Mighty Angel
Fly.”

Elder Jay E. Jensen offered the invo-
cation.

The choir sang “Jesus, the Very
Thought of Thee.”
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We are to keep the law of tithing. We
attend to our responsibilities in the
Church. We gather each week for sacra-
ment meeting to renew the covenants and
earn the promises in those simple and sa-
cred prayers over the bread and water.
We are to honor the priesthood and be
obedient to the covenants and ordinances.

Stakes of Zion

Those Brethren on Ensign Peak knew
that they were to live ordinary lives and
keep the image of Christ engraven in their
countenances (see Alma 5:14).

They understood that the stakes were
to be a defense and a refuge, but at that
time there was not one stake on the earth.
They knew their mission was to establish
stakes of Zion in every nation of the earth.

Perhaps they wondered what kind of
wrath or storm could be poured out that
they had not already experienced. They
had endured savage opposition, violence,
terrorism. Their homes had been burned,
their property taken. They were driven
from their homes time after time after
time. They knew then, as we know now,
that there would be no end to opposition.
The nature of it changes, but it never ends.
There would be no end to the kinds of
challenges that the early Saints would face.
New challenges would be different than,
but certainly not less than, that through
which they had made their way.

Now the stakes of Zion number in the
thousands and are all over the world. The
members number in the millions and
growing. Neither of these can be held
back, for this is the work of the Lord. Now
members live in 160 nations and speak
over 200 languages.

Some live with an unspoken fear of
what awaits us and the Church in the
world. It grows ever darker in morality
and spirituality. If we will gather into the
Church, live the simple principles of the
gospel, live moral lives, keep the Word of

Wisdom, tend to our priesthood and
other duties, then we need not live in fear.
The Word of Wisdom is a key to both
physical health and revelation. Avoid tea,
coffee, liquor, tobacco, and narcotics.

We can live where we wish, doing the
best we can to make a living, whether
modest or generous. We are free to do as
we wish with our lives, assured of the ap-
proval and even the intervention of the
Almighty, confident of constant spiritual
guidance.

Each stake is a defense and a refuge
and a standard. A stake is self-contained
with all that is needed for the salvation
and exaltation of those who would come
within its influence, and temples are ever
closer.

No end to opposition

There has been no end to opposition.
There are misinterpretations and misrep-
resentations of us and of our history,
some of it mean-spirited and certainly
contrary to the teachings of Jesus Christ
and His gospel. Sometimes clergy, even
ministerial organizations, oppose us. They
do what we would never do. We do not at-
tack or criticize or oppose others as they
do us.

Even today there are those preposter-
ous stories handed down and repeated so
many times they are believed. One of the
silliest of them is that Mormons have
horns.

Years ago, I was at a symposium at a
college in Oregon. Present were a Catholic
bishop, a rabbi, an Episcopalian minister,
an Evangelical minister, a Unitarian cler-
gyman, and myself.

The president of the school, Dr. Ben-
nett, hosted a breakfast. One of them
asked which wife I had brought. I told
them I had a choice of one. For a second,
I thought that I was being singled out for
embarrassment. Then someone asked the
Catholic bishop if he had brought his wife.
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The next question came from Dr.
Bennett to me: “Is it true that Mormons
have horns?”

I smiled and said, “I comb my hair so
that they can’t be seen.”

Dr. Bennett, who was completely
bald, put both hands on the top of his
head and said, “Oh! You can never make
a Mormon out of me!”

Strangest of all, otherwise intelligent
people claim we are not Christian. This
shows that they know little or nothing
about us. It is a true principle that you
cannot lift yourself by putting others
down.

The Church is our defense and refuge

Some suppose that our high stan-
dards will repel growth. It is just the oppo-
site. High standards are a magnet. We are
all children of God, drawn to the truth
and to good.

We face the challenge of raising fami-
lies in the world in darkening clouds of
wickedness. Some of our members are un-
settled, and sometimes they wonder: Is
there any place one can go to escape from
it all? Is there another town or a state or a
country where it is safe, where one can
find refuge? The answer generally is no.
The defense and the refuge is where our
members now live.

The Book of Mormon prophesies,
“Yea, and then shall the work commence,
with the Father among all nations in
preparing the way whereby his people
may be gathered home to the land of their
inheritance” (3 Nephi 21:28).

Those who come out of the world into
the Church, keep the commandments,
honor the priesthood, and enter into ac-
tivity have found the refuge.

We are not to be afraid

A few weeks ago in one of our meet-
ings, Elder Robert C. Oaks, one of the
seven Presidents of the Seventy (a retired

four-star general and commander of
NATO air forces in Central Europe), re-
minded us of an accord signed by 10 na-
tions on board the battleship Missouri in
Tokyo Bay on September 2, 1945, which
ended World War II. Some of us were in
Asia at the time. Said Elder (General)
Oaks: “I can’t even imagine a circum-
stance today in which such a meeting
could be held or such an accord could be
signed to end the war against terrorism
and wickedness in which we are engaged.
It is not that kind of war.”

We are not to be afraid, even in a
world where the hostilities will never end.
The war of opposition that was prophe-
sied in the revelations continues today.
We are to be happy and positive. We are
not to be afraid. Fear is the opposite of
faith.

Each of us is to be a standard

We know that activity in the Church
centers in the family. Wherever members
are in the world, they should establish a
family where children are welcome and
treasured as “an heritage of the Lord”
(Psalm 127:3). A worthy Latter-day Saint
family is a standard to the world.

Not only are we to maintain the high-
est of standards, but each of us is to be a
standard, a defense, a refuge. We are to
“let [our] light so shine before men, that
they may see [our] good works, and glorify
[our] Father which is in heaven” (Matthew
5:16; see also 3 Nephi 12:16).

All the struggles and exertions of past
generations have brought to us in our day
the fulness of the gospel of Jesus Christ,
the authority to administer, and the where-
withal to accomplish the ministry. It all
comes together in this dispensation of the
fulness of times, in the which the consum-
mation of all things will be completed and
the earth prepared for the coming of the
Lord.

We are as much a part of this work as
were those men who untied that yellow
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This afternoon I pray that the Holy
Ghost will assist me and you as we review
together important gospel principles.

Visits to less-active members

One of my favorite activities as a
priesthood leader is visiting members of

the Church in their homes. I especially en-
joy calling upon and talking with members
who commonly are described as “less ac-
tive.”

During the years I served as a stake
president, I often would contact one of
the bishops and invite him to prayerfully
identify individuals or families we could

Elder David A. Bednar

bandana from Willard Richards’s walking
stick and descended from Ensign Peak.
That bandana, waved aloft, signaled the
great gathering which had been prophe-
sied in ancient and modern scriptures.

We speak of the Church as our refuge,
our defense. There is safety and protection
in the Church. It centers in the gospel of
Jesus Christ. Latter-day Saints learn to
look within themselves to see the redeem-
ing power of the Savior of all mankind.
The principles of the gospel taught in the
Church and learned from the scriptures
become a guide for each of us individually
and for our families. 

We know that the homes we estab-
lish, and those of our descendants, will be
the refuge spoken of in the revelations—
the “light,” the “standard,” the “ensign”
for all nations, and the “refuge” against
the gathering storms (see D&C 115:5–6;
Isaiah 11:12; 2 Nephi 21:12).

Jesus Christ is our ensign

The ensign to which all of us are to
rally is Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the
Only Begotten of the Father, whose
Church this is and whose name we bear
and whose authority we carry.

We look forward with faith. We have
seen many events in our lifetime, and
many will yet occur that will tax our
courage and extend our faith. We are to
“rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great
[will be our] reward in heaven” (Matthew
5:12).

Willingly defend the history of the
Church, and do “not [be] ashamed of the
gospel of [Jesus] Christ: for it is the power
of God unto salvation to every one that
believeth” (Romans 1:16).

We will face the challenges, for we
cannot avoid them, and teach the gospel
of Jesus Christ and teach of Him as our
Savior and our Refuge, our Redeemer.

If a well-worn yellow bandana was
good enough to be an ensign to the world,
then ordinary men who hold the priest-
hood and ordinary women and ordinary
children in ordinary families, living the
gospel as best they can all over the world,
can shine forth as a standard, a defense, a
refuge against whatever is to be poured
out upon the earth. 

“We talk of Christ, we rejoice in
Christ, we preach of Christ, we prophesy
of Christ, and we write according to our
prophecies, that our children may know to
what source they may look for a remission
of their sins” (2 Nephi 25:26).

This Church will prosper. It will pre-
vail. Of this I am absolutely certain. I bear
this testimony in the name of Jesus Christ,
amen.
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