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Following the pattern prescribed
through the plan of the Father has en-
abled me to experience what it means to
live “after the manner of happiness”16 and
“with joy . . . draw water out of the wells of
salvation.”17

The Savior taught, “I am come that
they might have life, and that they might
have it more abundantly.”18

Our outlook or attitude can some-
times restrict our ability to enjoy life’s
greatest opportunities.

The question could be asked, “What
of those who have not experienced a posi-
tive family environment?”

Stable families provide the fabric that
holds society together, benefiting all
mankind, even those who may feel they
live in less-favorable circumstances.

For those who faithfully live19 and pa-
tiently pray for such sociality,20 I share the
simple, soothing words of Helen Steiner
Rice:

When God makes a promise,
It remains forever true,
For everything God promises
He unalterably will do.
When you’re disillusioned
And every hope is blighted
Recall the promises of God
And your faith will be relighted.21

It is my prayer that we can stand to-
gether, with courage and conviction, as
guardians of the God-given gift of family.
In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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5. Thomas S. Monson, in Conference Re-
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ELDER JOSEPH B. WIRTHLIN

Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin
I am grateful for the opportunity to

be with you today in this magnificent Con-
ference Center. As vast as this congrega-
tion is, it’s humbling to realize that it is
merely a fraction of the millions who will
see, hear, and read the words spoken at
this great conference.

Of course, we will miss our beloved
President Gordon B. Hinckley. We are all
better people, however, because of his in-
fluence. The Church is stronger because
of his guidance. Indeed, the world is a bet-

ter place because there was such a leader
as President Gordon B. Hinckley.

New First Presidency

I would like to say a few words about
our new First Presidency.

I have known President Monson for a
long time. He is a mighty man of Israel
who was foreordained to preside over this
Church. He is well known for his capti-
vating stories and parables, but we who
know him best understand that his life is
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a practical and exemplary model of the
application of those stories. While it is a
compliment to him that many of the great
and mighty of this world know and honor
him, perhaps it is an even greater tribute
that many of the lowly call him friend.

To his core, President Monson is kind
and compassionate. His words and deeds
exemplify his concern for the one.

President Eyring is a wise, learned,
and spiritual man. He is known and re-
spected not only in the Church but by
those not of our faith. He is the kind of
man who, when he speaks, everyone lis-
tens. He has added stature to the name
Eyring.

I knew President Uchtdorf when I
was serving as Area President in Europe.
From the moment I met him, I recognized
in him a man of immense spiritual depth
and tremendous capability. I knew the
Lord was mindful of him. Twenty-three
years ago, I had the honor of extending to
him the Lord’s calling to serve as a stake
president in Frankfurt, Germany. As I
have watched over the years, I have no-
ticed that everything under his direction
has succeeded. The Lord is with him.
When I think of President Uchtdorf, two
words come to mind: Alles wohl—that’s
German for “All is well.”

Concern for the one

True disciples of Jesus Christ have al-
ways been concerned for the one. Jesus
Christ is our greatest example. He was
surrounded by multitudes and spoke to
thousands, yet He always had concern for
the one. “For the Son of man is come to
save that which was lost,”1 He said. “What
man of you, having an hundred sheep, if
he lose one of them, doth not leave the
ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go
after that which is lost, until he find it?”2

This instruction applies to all who
follow Him. We are commanded to seek
out those who are lost. We are to be our
brother’s keeper. We cannot neglect this

commission given by our Savior. We must
be concerned for the one.

Today I would like to talk about those
who are lost—some because they are dif-
ferent, some because they are weary, and
some because they have strayed.

Those who are different

Some are lost because they are differ-
ent. They feel as though they don’t belong.
Perhaps because they are different, they
find themselves slipping away from the
flock. They may look, act, think, and
speak differently than those around them,
and that sometimes causes them to as-
sume they don’t fit in. They conclude that
they are not needed.

Tied to this misconception is the er-
roneous belief that all members of the
Church should look, talk, and be alike.
The Lord did not people the earth with a
vibrant orchestra of personalities only to
value the piccolos of the world. Every in-
strument is precious and adds to the com-
plex beauty of the symphony. All of
Heavenly Father’s children are different
in some degree, yet each has his own beau-
tiful sound that adds depth and richness
to the whole.

This variety of creation itself is a testa-
ment of how the Lord values all His chil-
dren. He does not esteem one flesh above
another, but He “inviteth them all to come
unto him and partake of his goodness; and
he denieth none that come unto him,
black and white, bond and free, male and
female; . . . all are alike unto God.”3

I remember when I was young, there
was an older boy who was physically and
mentally disabled. He had a speech im-
pediment and walked with difficulty. The
boys used to make fun of him. They teased
and taunted him until sometimes he would
cry.

I can still hear his voice: “You’re not
kind to me,” he said. And still they would
ridicule him, push him, and make jokes
about him.
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One day I could bear it no longer. Al-
though I was only seven years old, the
Lord gave me the courage to stand up to
my friends.

“Don’t touch him,” I said to them.
“Stop teasing him. Be kind. He is a child
of God!”

My friends stepped back and turned
away.

I wondered at the time if my boldness
would jeopardize my relationship with
them. But the opposite happened. From
that day onward, my friends and I became
closer. They showed increased compas-
sion for the boy. They became better hu-
man beings. To my knowledge, they never
taunted him again.

Brothers and sisters, if only we had
more compassion for those who are dif-
ferent from us, it would lighten many of
the problems and sorrows in the world
today. It would certainly make our fami-
lies and the Church a more hallowed and
heavenly place.

Those who are weary

Some are lost because they are weary.
It’s easy to feel overwhelmed. With all the
pressures and demands on our time and
the stress we face each day, it’s little won-
der we get tired. Many feel discouraged
because they have not measured up to
their potential. Others simply feel too
weak to contribute. And so, as the flock
moves on, gradually, almost impercepti-
bly, some fall behind.

Everyone has felt tired and weary at
one time or another. I seem to feel more
so now than I did when I was younger.
Joseph Smith, Brigham Young, even Jesus
Christ knew what it meant to be tired. I do
not wish to underestimate the weight that
members of the Church bear upon their
shoulders, nor do I minimize the emo-
tional and spiritual trials they face. These
can be heavy and often difficult to bear.

I do, however, have a testimony of
the renewing power of the gospel of Jesus

Christ. The prophet Isaiah proclaimed
that the Lord “giveth power to the faint;
and to them that have no might he in-
creaseth strength.”4 When I feel tired, I re-
member the words of the Prophet Joseph
Smith:

“Shall we not go on in so great a
cause? Go forward and not backward.
Courage, brethren; and on, on to the vic-
tory! Let your hearts rejoice, and be ex-
ceedingly glad. Let the earth break forth
into singing. . . .

“. . . Let the woods and all the trees of
the field praise the Lord; . . . and let all
the sons of God shout for joy!”5

For you members of the Church who
hold back because of feelings of inade-
quacy, I plead with you to step forward,
put your shoulder to the wheel, and push.
Even when you feel that your strength can
add little, the Church needs you. The
Lord needs you. Remember that the Lord
often chooses “the weak things of the
world” to accomplish His purposes.6

To all who are weary, let the comfort-
ing words of the Savior console you:
“Come unto me, all ye that labour and are
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”7 Let
us rely on that promise. The power of
God can infuse our spirits and bodies with
energy and vigor. I urge you to seek this
blessing from the Lord.

Draw near to Him, and He will draw
near to you, for He has promised that
“they that wait upon the Lord shall renew
their strength; they shall mount up with
wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be
weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.”8

When we show concern for those who
are weary, we “succor the weak, lift up the
hands which hang down, and strengthen
the feeble knees.”9 Caring Church leaders
are mindful of individual limitations yet
eager to utilize members to the extent of
their strength and abilities. Leaders teach
and support but do not bring pressure to
“run faster or labor more than” strength
allows.10
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Remember, sometimes those who
start out the slowest end up going the
farthest.

Those who have strayed

Some are lost because they have
strayed. Except for the Lord, we have all
made mistakes. The question is not
whether we will trip and fall but, rather,
how will we respond? Some, after making
mistakes, stray from the fold. This is un-
fortunate. Do you not know that the
Church is a place for imperfect people to
gather together—even with all their mor-
tal frailties—and become better? Every
Sunday in every meetinghouse through-
out the world, we find mortal, imperfect
men, women, and children who meet to-
gether in brotherhood and charity, striv-
ing to become better people, to learn of
the Spirit, and to lend encouragement and
support to others. I am not aware of any
sign on the door of our meetinghouses
that reads “Restricted Entrance—Perfect
People Only.”

Because of our imperfections, we
need the Lord’s Church. It is there that
His redemptive doctrines are taught and
His saving ordinances are administered.
The Church encourages and motivates us
to be a better and happier people. It is
also a place where we can lose ourselves
in the service of others.

The Lord knows we will make mis-
takes. That is why He suffered for our
sins. He wants us to get back on our feet
and strive to do better. There is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one
sinner who repents.

To you who have strayed because you
have been offended, can you not set your
hurt and anger aside? Can you not fill
your hearts with love? There is a place for
you here. Come, join the fold, consecrate
your abilities, talents, and skills. You will
be better for it, and others will be blessed
by your example.

To those who have strayed because of
doctrinal concerns, we cannot apologize

for the truth. We cannot deny doctrine
given to us by the Lord Himself. On this
principle we cannot compromise.

I understand that sometimes people
disagree with doctrine. They even go so far
as to call it foolish. But I echo words of
the Apostle Paul, who said that sometimes
spiritual things can appear as foolishness
to men. Nevertheless, “the foolishness of
God is wiser than men.”11

In truth, things of the Spirit are re-
vealed by the Spirit. “The natural man re-
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God:
for they are foolishness unto him: neither
can he know them, because they are spiri-
tually discerned.”12

We testify that the gospel of Jesus
Christ is here upon the earth today. He
taught of His Father’s doctrine, “If any
man will do his will, he shall know of the
doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether
I speak of myself.”13

Worthy of the name of Jesus Christ

I know that each of you bears a con-
cern for a loved one. Give encourage-
ment, service, and support to them. Love
them. Be kind to them. In some cases,
they will return. In others, they will not.
But in all cases, let us ever be worthy of
the name we take upon ourselves, even
that of Jesus Christ.

To all who inhabit this beautiful
earth, I raise my voice and bear solemn
witness that God lives and that Jesus is the
Christ, our Savior and King! He restored
His truth and His gospel through the
Prophet Joseph Smith. He speaks to His
prophets and apostles. President Thomas
S. Monson is the Lord’s anointed and
guides His Church today. I so testify in the
name of Jesus Christ, amen.

NOTES
1. Matthew 18:11.
2. Luke 15:4.
3. 2 Nephi 26:33.
4. Isaiah 40:29.
5. Doctrine and Covenants 128:22–23.
6. Doctrine and Covenants 1:19.
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7. Matthew 11:28.
8. Isaiah 40:31.
9. Doctrine and Covenants 81:5.

10. Doctrine and Covenants 10:4.
11. 1 Corinthians 1:25; see also v. 18.
12. 1 Corinthians 2:14.
13. John 7:17.

President Monson

I enjoy hearing from my Brethren. It
was my opportunity to supervise Brother
Wirthlin for a number of years when I had
European responsibility and he was in
Frankfurt. He called me quite regularly,
always at the same time. He said it was the
best time to get me. It was 8:00 in Frank-
furt, Germany; midnight in Salt Lake.

We are grateful for all the speakers
who have spoken today and grateful to the
Tabernacle Choir for the beautiful music
they have provided this morning.

The choir will now sing for us “I’ll Go
Where You Want Me to Go.” Following
the singing, President Henry B. Eyring,
First Counselor in the First Presidency, will
be our concluding speaker at this session.

The choir will then sing “Come, Fol-
low Me.” After the music, the benediction
will be offered by Elder Ulisses Soares of
the Seventy, and conference will be ad-
journed until 2:00 this afternoon. Thank
you, my brothers and sisters.

The choir sang “I’ll Go Where You
Want Me to Go.”

President Henry B. Eyring
The true and living Church

As we sustain Thomas Spencer Mon-
son as prophet, seer, and revelator and
President of the Church, and D. Todd
Christofferson as an Apostle and member
of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, we
have seen and felt evidence that The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
is both true and living. The Lord spoke to
those through whom He restored the
Church in the latter days. He said of them
that they “might have power to lay the
foundation of this church, and to bring it
forth out of obscurity and out of darkness,
the only true and living church upon the
face of the whole earth, with which I, the
Lord, am well pleased, speaking unto the
church collectively and not individually—

“For I the Lord cannot look upon sin
with the least degree of allowance;

“Nevertheless, he that repents and
does the commandments of the Lord shall
be forgiven;

“And he that repents not, from him
shall be taken even the light which he has

received; for my Spirit shall not always
strive with man, saith the Lord of Hosts.”1

This is the true Church, the only true
Church, because in it are the keys of the
priesthood. Only in this Church has the
Lord lodged the power to seal on earth
and to seal in heaven as He did in the time
of the Apostle Peter. Those keys were
restored to Joseph Smith, who then was
authorized to confer them upon the mem-
bers of the Quorum of the Twelve.

When the Prophet Joseph was mur-
dered, the enemies of the Church thought
the Church would die. They thought it
was the creation of a mortal man and
therefore would perish with him. But their
hopes were dashed. It was the true
Church, and it also had the power to live
on, even when those chosen for a time to
lead it died.

We have seen today a demonstration
that this is the true and living Church. The
keys of the priesthood are held by mor-
tals, but the way has been prepared by the
Lord for the keys to remain functioning
on the earth so long as the people exercise


